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The fuandcr of the present Dynasty of Oude, Mahomed 
Amecn, tMna Saadut Khan, alias Borhan-ol Moolk, died at Delhi 
tof ft Carbuncle in his should^ in March 1739, while that Ca- 
|>ital naa in the posBession of the army of Nadir Shah, king 
of Perein. Hie reinainB were buried at Delhi. He was on ad- 
venturer from Sishapoor in Khorasan. 

Ilii son-in-law, and aucceasor, Sufder Jung, who was bis Hia- 
W'b bod, and aoited in marriage to his only cbild, died at 
Piipur Ohat, on the Qnngea, near Allahabad, uii October 1754 
and his remaioa were taken to Delhi, and there buried. A 
handaome tomb was built over them on the road betweea old 
and new Delhi ; and it ia still kept in repair and provided 
with establish men ta by the reigning sovereign of Oude. 

SJ8 oDly son, Shaja-od Dowk, succeeded biio ; uid died at 
Fysabad on the Slat of Jonuaiy 1775. A handsome tomb 
covers his remains at that place. 

Hia son Asufad Dowla, succeeded him ; and died at Lucknow 
OQ the 2l8t of September 1797. Hie remains were buried in 
the large Imambora at Lucknow. 

lle was aucceeded by Wuzeer Alee, on the supposition that 
be was his son. It was diacoTcred that he really was not his son, 
but the son of a water carrier ; and, as ho had made himaelf 
odious to the royal family and people of Oude, by his atroci- 
ties, and dangerous to the Eritish Oorernment, by hia intrigues 
with Zammi Shah, king of Cabul, he was deposed in 1799 and 
peuaioned, and Baadut Alee Eban, the brother of the late 
Asufad DowJa, was placed on the Muitrnd in his place by Sir 
John Shore, afterwards Lord Teignmoutb, the Governor General of 
India, with the acquiescence of the widow of Slmjaod Dowla, 
all the royal family, and all the respectable portion of the 
Lucknow community, 

Saadiit Aloo Klian died at Lucknow on the 12th of July 
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K« vrsB succeed^ by Ins father'ii third brother, Mobonmed 
Alee Shsb. vbo died on the 16th of May 1842, at Lucknow. 
His remnioa were buried in a ttmb prepared bj himself at Ho- 
seynabad in the midst of the city of Lutknow. Be invested 
funds for the eadowincnt of thia tomb in the eei^uritieB of the 
British GtoTernment ^ and suitable establiehment are maintained 
'for it out of the interest arising from these securities. He left 
in the reserved treasury about eighty lacks of rupees in money 
and Government seeuritiea. 

He was succeeded by hie eldest nurriving sou, Amjud Alee 
tlliah, vho died from a Carbuncle in his shoulder on the 
13th February 1S47. His remains are buried in a handsome 
tomb commenced by himself and completed by his son, the pre- 
sent sovereign, near the south east end of the City of Lucl<- 
Dow. He left in the reserved treasury about one hundred and 
twenty eight lacks of rupees in money and Qovernment secun- 
ties. 

He was succeeded by his son the present sovereign, "Wajid 
Alee Shah, who is now abont 33 years of age, (Miuch ISJi.) 
The sovereigns of Oude, or their mimstets, have always been in 
the bubit of robbing the tombs of their ancestors of their fumi. 
ture and endowments. The reigning sovereign and his miuiBt<;iB 
may spare the tomb of hia father; but never, if they con help 
il, that of bis grandfather or grand uncle. They rob their ] a< 
lacea in tlie same manner, if they do not choose to live <n 
them themselves, which they seldom do, in order to piovide fur- 
ntture for the ttKr palaces which they build for their own re- 
mdcncc. 

la consequence the -palaces and tombs of the former so ve re igua 

of Oude, robbed of their fumituie and deserted by their estab- 

* bbineDts, have a wretched appearance, and soon go to decay, 

atd ^e impressioD they leave on the minds ot European visi- 
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fon u i>nr of mlufitF atifl hIimiii Tin- tuiuli uf Mahoi 
Akf tUi.tli 19, kt prv»tit, ftn •.■xcuiittou to tliid rule, l>ui»us( 
British KMtdent Una hitherto felt hiuiMlf judtided io iub 
iofl to pnront the rei^uiiig sat'ei-iM^ii unit bin miuiiitcra 
mbbing it U thuy wished. Tliia iuterfHiaitiun, or thu tea 
it, hu ilonc aitMtd it liitliuitt^ rrani ttiu (^oiainun fata. 
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PREFACE. 



My object, in writing this diary of a tour througb oude, was, to 
prepare for submission to the Government of India, as fair and full a picture 
of the real state of the country, condition and feeling of the people of all 
classes, and character of the government under which they at present live, as 
the opportunities which the tour afforded me might enable me to draw. In 
order to facilitate the perusal I have had the diary printed at my own ex- 
pense, in a small parlour press which I purchased, with type, for the purpose. 

I may, possibly, be considered to have succeeded in this my object; but 
I can hardly hope that any one unconnected with the Government of India 
gcneraUy, or with that of Oude in particular, will ever find much to interest 
or amuse him in the perusal of the diary of a tour, without adventures 
through a country so devoid as Oude is of oommerca and manufactures, of 
works of ornament or utility, and above all of pCTtons and things associated 
in the mind of the reader with religious, poetical, or historical recollections. 

The diary must, for the present, be considered as an official document, 
which may be perused, but cannot be published wholly or in part without 
the sanction of Goveniment previously obtained. 

W. H. SLEEMAN. 
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December 1, 1849. — I left Lucknow to pooeed OQ a tour through 
Oude, to see the state of the country and the condition of the peo> 
pie. My wish to do bo I communicated to Government, on the 
29th of March last, and its sanction was eom-owd to me, in a let- 
ter firom the Secretary, dated the 7th of Apvd. On the 16th of 
November I reported to Oovemmeot my intention to proceed, un« 
der this sanction, on the Ist December, and on the 19th I sen! 
the same intimation to the king« On the 28th, as soon as the 
ceremonies of the Mohurrom terminated, His Majesty expressed i^ 
wish to see me on the following day; and on the 29th I went at 
9 A. M«, aoffompanied by Captain Bird, the first Assistant, and 
Lieutenant yfev^n^ the Superintendant of the Frontier Police, and 
took leave of the king, with mutual expr^sion of good will. The 
minister) Alee Nakee Khan, was present. On tihe 30th I made 
over charge of the Treasury to Captain Bird, who has the charge 
of the department of the Sipahees' Petitions and the I^sabad 
Guaranteed Pensions; and, taking with me all the offina establish- 
ments not required in these three departments, proceeded, under 
the uaual oalntoy to Chenahut, eight miles.* 



*My mant oonsUtad of two Companies of Sipahees^ from the lOth Regi- 
ment Native Infantry, and my party of Captain Hardwick, Lieutenant Weston, 
and Lieutenant ^d Mrs. Williams and my wife and cbjldzei^ with occasioiiAl 

Tinton from Lncknow and elsewhere, 

A 
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The Miniater, Dewan and Deputy Minister, Ghoolam Euza, came 
out the first stage with me, and our friend Moonuwur-od Dowla, 
drove out to see us in the eTening. 

Decetnber 2, 1849. — We proceeded to Nawabgunge, the minister 
riding out with me, for some miles, to take leave, as I sat in my 
tonjohn. At sunrise I ventured, for the first time since I broke 
mj left thigh bone on the 4th April, to mount an elephant, the 
better to see the country. The land, on both sides of the road, 
well cultivated, and studded with groves of mango and other trees 
and very fertile. 

The two purgunnas of Nawabgunge and Sidhore are under the 
charge of Aga Ahmud, the Amil, who has under him two naibs 
or deputies, Ghoolam Abbas and Mahiunmud Ameer. AU three 
are obliged to connive at the iniquities of a Landholder^ Ghoolam 
Huzrut, who resides on his small estate of Jhareeapoora,, which he 
is augmenting, in a manner too common in Oude, by seizing oa 
the estates of his weaker neighbours. He wanted to increase the 
number of his followers, and on the 10th of November 1849, he 
sent some men to aid the prisoners in the great jail at Lucknow 
to break out. Five of them were killed in the attempt, seven 
were wounded, and twenty-five were retaken, but forty-five escap- 
ed, and among them Fuzl Allee, one of the four assaesins, who,, in. 
April 1847, cut do^n the late minister, Ameen-od Dowla, in the 
midst of his followers, in one of the principal strecta of Lucknow, 
through which the road, leading from the city ta Cawnpore, now 
passes. One of the four, Tuffuzzul Iloseyn, was killed in attempt- 
ing to escape on the 8th August 1849, and one, AUee Mahomed, 
was killed in this last attempt. The third, Fuzl Allee, with some 
of the most atrocious and desperate of his companions, m now with 
this Ghoolam Huzrut, disturbing the peace of the country. The 
leader in this attempt was Ghoolam Hyder Khan, who is still ia 
jail at Lucknow. 
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On my remarking to the king^s wakeel that these ru£San8 had all 
high sounding names, he said "they are really all men of high 
lineage ; and men of that class, who become ruffians, are always sure 
to be of the worst description.'' *^ As horses of the best blood, 
when they do become vicious, are the most incorrigible^I suppose ?*' 
Nothiog can be more true, sir, rejoined the wakeeL The attack 
made by the above named ruffians on the minister, may be here 
mentioned as both interesting and instructive, or at least as illus- 
trative of the state of society and government in Oude. 

At five in the morning of the 8th of April 1847, the minister, 
Ameen-od-Dowlah, left his house in a buggy to visit the king. Of 
hia armed attendants he had only three or four with him. He 
had not gone far when four armed assassins placed themselves in 
front of his buggy and ordered him to stop. One of them, Tuf- 
fuzsul Hoseyn, seized the horse by the bridle, and told the min* 
ister, that he must give him the arrears of pay due before he 
could go on. The other three, Fuzl Allee, Allee Mahomed, and 
Hyder Khan, came up and stood on the right side of the buggy. 
One of the minister's servants, named Hollas, tried to prevent 
their coming near, but was fired upon by Allee Mahomed. He 
missed him, but Fuzl Allee discharged his blunderbuss at him and 
he fell; but in falling, he wounded Hyder Khan slightly with 
his sword. Hyder Khan then threw away his fire arms and sprang 
into the buggy with his naked dagger in his right hand and the 
minister in his left. The minister seized him round the waist, for- 
ced him back out of the buggy on the left and fell upon him. 
Tuffuzzul Hoseyn quitted his hold of the horse and rushed to hia 
comrade's aasistance, but the minister, still holding Hyder Khan 
in his right hand, seized Tuffuzzul Hoseyn with his left. Syud 
Aman Allee, another personal servant of the minister, was cut down 
by Fuzl Allee, in attempting to aid his master, and a third per- 
sonal servant; Shah Meer, was severely wounded by Allee Mahom- 

a2 
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ed, aod atuod at a. distance of tw«;uty paces calling fur iielp. Fuxl 
AlLee Dow made two cuts with his sword on the right shoulder 
md arm of the minister, below the elbow, and he quitted his hold 
on the two assassins and fell. The four assassins now grasped 
their victim, and told him that they would do him no further 
harm if no rescue were attempted. As they saw the rest of the 
minister's anned attendants and a crowd approach, Fuzl Allee and 
Hyder Khan, with their blundorbusBes loaded and cocked, stood 
one at each end of an open space of about sixty yards, and 
threatened to shoot the first man who shoidd venture to approach 
nearer. The crowd and attendants of the minister were kept back, 
and no one ventured to enter this space, in the centre of whieh 
the miaister lay, grasped by Tuffuiiul Hoseyn and Allee Mahom- 
ed, who held their naked daggers at his breaat. The minister 
called out to his attendants and the crowd to keep back. He 
was then allowed to rise and walk to a small raised terrace on the 
side of the street, where he Isy dofrn Oh h'la back, being unable 
any longer to sit or stand from the loss of blood. TuffuKKul lloseyn 
and Allee Mahomed knelt over him, holding the points of their 
daggers at his breast, and swearing that they would plunge tliem 
to his heart if he attempted to move, or any one preanmed to 
enter the open space to rescue him. Hollas and Syud Aman Allee 
lay bleeding at the spot where they fell. Hollas died that dav, 
and Syud Aman Allee a few daj-a aft<!r, of Inek-jaw. 

As soon as the attack on the minister was made, information 
of it was sent off to the Besidcnt, Colonel Ilichmond, who wrote 
to request the Brigadier Commanding the Troops in Oude, to send 
him, as soon as possible, a Regiment of Infimtry with two guns, 
from the Cantonments, which are threfi miles and a half distant 
from the Besidency, on the opposite side from the scene of the 
attack, to prevent any tumult that the loose characters of the city 
might attempt to raise on the occarion, and repaired himself to 
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the spot Attended by the Asaifitsitt, Csptua Bird, sad a amall 
gusrd of sipoheeB. They reached the open epot, in the centre of 
which the minister lay, about a quarter of aa hour oiter he fell- 
He found the street, in wliich the attack took place, crowded with 
people up to the phtce where the two Kntnei, F^l Allee and 
Hyder Khaa, stood at each end of the open space, in the centre 
of which the minister still lay, with the daggers of the two other 
aanssios pressing upon hia breast. On reaching one end of the 
open space, the Besident directed Captain Bird to advance to the 
■pot where the minister lay. Tiie assassin who guarded that end 
at first threatened to shoot him, but no sooner reeogniied him 
than he let him pass on unattended. He asked the two men, who 
knelt over the minister, what they meant bv this assault. They 
told him, that good men were no longer employed ,in the king's 
■ervice, wad that they were, in consequence, without the means of 
Bubsiatenee ; and had been compelled to resort to this mode of 
obtaining them ; that they required £Fty thousand rupees &om the 
minister, with a written assurance from the British Besident, that 
they should be escorted in safety across the Ganges into the 
British territory with this sum. 

The Resident peremptorily refused to enter into any written 
agreement with them, and told them, through the Assistant, that if 
they preKumed to put the mimster to death, or to offer him any 
further violence, they should be all four immediately nhot down 
and cut to pieces ; but, if they did him no further harm, their 
lirea should be spared; and, to prevent their being killed as soon 
as they quitted their hold, that he would take them all with him 
to the Residency, and neither imprison them himself, nor have 
them made over as prisoners to the Oude Government; but that 
hf declined being a party to any arrangement, that the miniatep 
might wish to make of paying money for hia life. 

They continued resolutely to threaten instaat death to the minis* 
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ter should any one but the Besident or his Assistant presume to 
enter the open spaoe in which he lay. Many thousands of reck- 
less and desperate characters filled the street, ready to commence 
a tumult, for the plunder of the city, the moment that the min- 
ister or the assassins should be killed, while the relations and 
dependants of the minister, with loud cries, offered lacks of rupees 
to the assassins if they spared his life, so as to encourage them 
to hold out. They at last collected and brought to the spot, on 
three or four elephants, the fifty thousand rupees demanded by 
the assassins, and offered them to his assailants apparently with 
his concurrence ; and the four ruffians, ha\ring assented to the terms 
offered by the Eesident, permitted Doctor Login, the Eesidency 
Surgeon, to approach the prostrate minister and dress his wounds. 
One of the assassins, however, continued to kneel by his side with 
his naked dagger resting on his breast till he saw the other three 
seated upon the elephants, on which the money was placed, with 
the understanding, that the guard of sipahees, which the Eesident 
had brought with him, should escort them to the Eesidency, and 
that Captain Bird, the Assistant, should accompany them. The 
fourth man then quitted his hold on the minister, who had become 
very faint, and climbed upon Captain Bird's elephant and took seat 
behind him. Captain Bird, however, made him get off, and mount 
another elephant with his companions. The crowd shouted shah hash^ 
thah hashf well done, well done ! ! and they attempted to scatter 
some of the money firom the elephants among them, but were pre- 
vented by Captain Bird, who dreaded the consequences in such a 
tumult. They were all four taken to the Eesidency under the 
guard of sipahees, and accommodated in one of the lower rooms of 
the office; and a guard was placed over the money with orders to 
keep back the crowd of spectators, which was very great. Three 
of the four rufBans had been wounded by the minister's attendants 
before they could secure his person, and their wounds were now 
dressed by Doctor Login. 
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It WM now ten o'clock, and at twelve the Besident had au 
interview with the king, who had become much alarmed, not only 
for the safety of the minister, but for that of the city, threatened 
by the thousands of bad characters, anxious for an occasion of 
pillage; and he expressed an anxious wish, that the assassins should 
be made over to him for trial ; but the Kesident pleaded the so* 
lemn promise which he had made, and His Majesty admitted the 
necessity of the promise under the circumstances, and that of keep- 
ing it ; but said that he would have the whole af&ir carefully inves- 
tigated. As soon as the Besidcnt lefb him he sent a Company of 
Sipakees with fetters to the Eesidency to receive charge of the 
priienen, but the Besident would not give them up. The king 
then wrote a letter to the Besident with his own hand, requesting 
that the prisoners might be surrendered to him. The Besident, in 
his reply to His Majesty's letter, told him, that he could not so 

far violate the promise he had given, but that he would send them 
to answer any other charges that might be brought against them, 
in any open and impartial Court that might be appointed to try 
them; and if they should be found guilty of other crimes. His 
Majesty might order, any sentence passed upon them, short of 
ileath, to be carried into execution. 

Charges of many successful attempts of the same kind, and many 
atrocious murders perpetrated by the ruffians, in distant districts of 
Oude, were preferred against them; and they were prevailed upon 
to give up their arms, and to submit to a fiur and open trial, on 
the other charges preferred against them, on condition, that they 
should neither be put to death nor in any way maimed, or put 
in fetters, or subjected to ill-treatment before trial and conviction. 
The Besident offered them the alternative of doing this or leaving 
the Besidency, after he had read to them the king's letter, and 
told them, that his promise extended only to saving their lives and 
escorting them to the Besidency; and, that he would not be an- 
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vwenible for their lives beyond the Cuurt j-ard ol" tlie Eeaideucy, 
if they refuaed the conditiouB now offered. They knew, that thiir 
liveB would not be safe for a moment after they got beyond the 
Court yard, and Bubmitted. Their arma and the fifty thousand rupees 
were sent to the king. At four in the afU'moon the four prison*. 
ers were made over to the king's waked, on a solemn promise 
given under the eipreas sanction of Hia Majesty, of safe conduLl 
through the streets, of freedom from fetters or any kind of ill-treat- 
meut before conriction. and of fair and open trial. 

But they had not gone two pa^es from the Eeeidency CourNyard, 
when they were set upon by the very people sent by the king to 
take care of them on the way; the king's wakeel baring got int» 
his palkee and gone on before them towards the palace. They were- 
beaten with whips, sticks and the Mts of awords, til] one of the. 
four fell down insenaible, and the other three were reduced Ui a. 
pitiable oonditioni The Beaident took meaHorea to protect thfrin. 
from further riolence, recalled the wakeel ; and, after admonishing 
him for bis dishonourable conduct, bad the prisoners taken unfet- 
tered to a convenient house near the prison. The wounded minis- 
ter wrote to the king, earnestly praying that the prisoners might 
not suffer any kind of ill-treatment before conviction, after a fair 
and impartial trial. The Eeaident reported to Government all that 
bad occurred, and stated, that he should see, that the promises made 
to the prisoners were fulfilled, that, should tbey he convicted be- 
fore the Court appointed to conduct the trial, of other crimes per- 
petrated before this assault on the minister, they would be aubject 
to such punishment as t^ Mahommedau law prescribed for such 
crimes. Tliree of them, '^jffuzzul Iloeeyn, Hyder K.han and Fuzl 
Alice, were conrii^ted, on t^ir own confessions and the testimony 
of their own relations, of many cold blooded murders, and sucuess- 
ful attempts to extort money irom respectable and wealthy persona 
in difiercnt parte of Oude, BimiUr to thia on the minister, and all 
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four were sentenced to impmmooiint for life. The GoTcmment of 
India ksd iasuted aa their cot bciug ciccutod or mutilatod. Fuel 
Allee, as above stated, bruke jail and ie etill at bi^ at hie old 
trade, and Hyder Khan ia still in prison at I/ucknow. 

TbuHC ruifiaDB appuar to have buca encouraged, iu this aaeault 
upon the miaiBter, for the purpose of eiUirtiag money, by a eimi- 
lar but more Buocesefiil attempt mode in the year 182i by b par> 
tf, hnded by a person namod &yui llahumed Eesa Mccan, alias 
Eesa M«ean. 

This peraan came to Luckuow willi a letter of recommendation 
from Captain GuugL He delivered it in person to the Besidcnt, 
but vas never after seen or beard of by bim till thia affair oc- 
curred- He became a kind of saint, or apotth, at Lucknow ; and 
Fakeer Mabomod Kban Euaoldar, who commanded a corps of Ca* 
▼airy, and bad much tufluence over the minister, Aga Meor, be- 
caae one of hia dueiplet, and prevailed upon the minister to enter- 
tsiit Uu aa a mo&ohib, or aid-de-curap. He aoon became a favor- 
ite witb A^ ftleer, and formed a liaison vritb a dancing girl, 
named Becba Jon. IIU conduct towards lier soon become too vio- 
Imt and overbeanng, and xhe sought shelter with the Kha^niahal, 
or chief consort, of the minintur, who promised hur protection, and 
detained ber in bar apartmenta. Eesa Kfecan appealed to the miuis* 
ter, and demanded her aitrrender. The minister told bim, that 
she was mistreBS of her own actions, as she bad never gone 
thruugb the ceremonies of permanent marriage, or nikiah, nor even 
those of a temporary one matah ,- and mtut be considered as alto- 
getber free to choose her own lovers or mode of life. 

He then appealed to Kfoulsvee Karamut Alloc, the tutor of Aga 
lleer's children; but was told, that he could not interfere, as the 
finale was a mere acquaintance of his, and bound to bim by no 
legal ties whatever; and must, therefore, be considered oa free to 
reside where and with whom nhe clioso. Efaa Meean then took 
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his resolution, and prevailed upon some fifteen of the loose and 
desperate characters, who always swarm at Lucknow, to aid him in 
carrying it out. On the 2d of June 1824, Earamut Allee, the 
tutor, was bathing, and Aga Meer's two eldest sons, Aga Allee, 
aged eleven, and Nizam-od Dowlah, aged six years, were reading 
their lessons in the school room, under the deputy tutor, Moulavee 
Ameen Allee. It was early in the morning, but the minister had 
gone out to wait upon the king. Eesa Meean entered the school 
room and approached the children with the usual courtesy and com- 
pliments, followed by six armed men, and one table attendant, or 
khidmutgar. 

The two boys were sitting beside each other, the eldest, Aga 
Allee, on the left, and the youngest, Nizam-od Dowla, on the right. 
Eesa Meean sat down on the left side of the eldest, and congra- 
tulated both on the rapid progress they were making in their 
studies. Three of his followers, while he was doing this, placed 
themselves on the left of the eldest, and the other three on the 
right of the youngest. On a concerted signal all drew forth and 
cocked their pistols, and placed themselves at the only three doors 
that opened from the school room, two at each, while at a signal 
made by the khidmutgar, eight more men came in armed in the 
same manner. Two of them with naked daggers in their right 
hands seized the two boys with their left, and threatened them 
with instant death if they attempted to move or call for help. 
The other six threatened to kill any one who should attempt to 
force his way into the apartment. The khidmutgar, in the mean 
time, seized and brought into the room two large gharahs or pitch- 
ers of drinking water, that stood outside, as the weather was very 
hot, and the party would require it. They were afraid, that poison 
might be put into the water if left outside after they had com- 
menced the assault. Eesa Meean then declared, that he had been 
driven to this violent act by the detention of his girl by the Ehas- 
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mahal, and must have her instantly surrendered, or they would put 
the boys to death. Hearing the noise from his bathing room, their 
tutor, Karamut Allee, rushed into the room with nothing on his 
person but his waist band, and began to admonish the rufi&ans. 
Seeing him unarmed, and respecting his peaceful character, they 
let him pass in and vociferate, but paid no regard to what he 
fiaid. 

The alarm had spread through the house and town, and many 
of the chief officers of the Court were permitted to enter the room 
unarmed. Boshun-od Dowlah, Sobhan Allee Khan, Fakecr Mahomed 
Khan, Nozee Allee Khan, (the Khasmahul^s son-in-law,) and others 
of equal rank — all in loud terms admonished the assailants, and de- 
manded the surrender of the children, but all were alike unheeded. 
The chief merchant of Lucknow, Sa Gk)bind Lai came in; and, 
thinking that all affairs could and ought to be settled in a busi- 
ness-like way, told the chief officers to fix the sum to be given, 
and he would at once pledge himself to the pay-ment. All agreed 
to this, and Sobhan Allee Khan, the Chief Secretary of the minis- 
ter, set to work, and drew up a long and eloquent paper of con- 
ditions. On his beginning to read it one of the ruffians, who had 
only one eye, rushed in, snatched it from his hand, tore it to pieces, 
and threw the fragments into his chief, Eesa Meean's, face, saying, 
that this fellow would write them all out of their lives, as he was 
writing the people of Oudo every day out of their properties — ^that 
" if they must die, it should rot be by pen and paper, but by 
'* swords and daggers in a fair fight — ^that aU their lives had been 
" staked, and all should die or live together." He was overpowered 
by the others, and other papers were drawn up by the ready writ- 
er and consummate knave Sobhan Alice, but the one eyed man 
contrived to get hold of all one after the other and tear 
them up. 

The minister was with the king when he first heard of the af- 
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bir, and he .went off forthwith to the Beaident, Mr. Bickettg, to axj, 
that His Majesty had in vain endeavourod to rescue the boys 
through his principal civil oihccrs, and hod ecat oil hia available 
troops, but in vain; and now earnestly entreated the British Beai- 
dent, to interpoee and save their lives. The l^idcnt consented to 
do BO OQ condition, that any arrangement ho might find it neces- 
eury to make abould be binding on His Majesty and the minjater. 
Aga Miwv Totumod to the king with this message, and His Majes- 
ty aCTOcd to this condition. The Eesident then sent hie bead 
moonahif . Gholam Hossoin, to promise Ecsa Mocan, that the woman 
should be restored to him, and any grievance he might have to 
complain of should be redressed, and his party all saved, if he gave 
up the children; but he and his followers now demanded a large 
eum of money, and declared, that they would murder the boys un- 
less it was given and secured to them with a pledge for personal 
security to the whole party. 

The minister, on hearing this, came to the Resident, and implor- 
ed him to adopt some ntcasures to save the hves of the children. 
The Besident had been for three weeks confined to his couch from 
illness, but he sent his Assistant, Captain Lockett, with full pow- 
ers to make any arrangement, and pledge himself to any engage- 
ments, which might appear to him to be necessary, to save the lives 
of the boys. Ho went, and being unarmed, was permitted to enter 
the room. He asked for Eesa Mecan, whom he had never before 
seen, when one of the party that knelt over the boys, rose and 
saluting him said, " I am Eesa Meean." Captain Lockett told him, 
that he wanted to speak to him in private, when £esa Meean 
pointed to a door leadii^ into a side room, into which they retir- 
ed. Eaaa Meean offered Captain Lockett a chair, and at his re- 
quest sat down by his side. He then entered into a bug story of 
grievances which Captain Lockett considered to be frivolous, and said 
—"that the minister had injured his prospects in many ways, and 
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" at last disgraced bim in the eyes of all people at Luckno^, bj 
" comuTing at the elopement of tlie daociag girl — that !ic was a 
" soldier and regardless of life under auch disgrace, and prepared 
" to abide by the result of hia present attempt, t« secure redress, 
" nbatever it might be; that his tenna were the payment down of 
" ^five laekt of mpeet, the restoration of his dancing girl, and the 
" Bocurity of his own person and property with permiasion to go 
" where he pleased unmolested." Captain Lockett reminded him 
" quietly of what he had just aaid — " that he was a soldier, and 
" aoxioue only for the recovery of hia lost honor; that now, to de- 
" mand monoy, wa9 to show to the world, that wounded honor was 
" urged as a mere pretest, and the feisure of the boys a means 
" adapted for tho sole purpose of extorting money — that he could 
" not condescend to hold further converse with him if he persisted 
" ia such preposterous demands — that he might murder the children 
" as they seemed to be in his power, but if be did so, he and hifl 
" party would be all instantly put to death, as the house was sur- 
" rounded by thousands of the king's soldiers, ready to fall upon 
*' them at the slightest signal." He then recommended him t-o re- 
lease the boys forthwith before the excitement without become more 
strong, and accompany him to the Bcaidcncy, where his real wrongs 
would be enquired into and redressed. 

Eeea Meean then rose and said — "money Js not my object, I des- 
'■ pise it — I regard nothing but the preservation of my honor, and 
* sgree to what you propose ; but I have several eompanions here 
" who require to be consultoil, let me speak to them." He then 
went into the Isige room. His companions all made objections of 
one kind or another, and what they all agreed to one moment was 
rejected the next. They vociferated loudly, and disputed violently 
with each other, and with all around them, and at tiuies appeared 
desperate and determined to sacrifice the boys, and sell their ovm 
lives as dearly as possible. Ecsa Slccan himacLF seemed to be the 
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moat violent and boisterous of all, and had hie hand frequently on 
the liilt of his sword when he disputed nith the king's officers, 
whom he abused in the groBBCBt posBihle terms. They did moro 
hana than good by their want of temper and patience, but above 
nU by their utter want of character, since no one could place the 
elightest reliance on the word of any one of them in such a trying 
moment. They seemed to have no control over their feelings, and 
to think, that they could do all that was ref^uired by harsh lan- 
guage and loud bawling. 

Captain Lockett at last persuaded them, to leave tho whole affair 
in his hands, and had they done so at first, he would have settled 
the matter, he thought, in half the time. They had been discuss- 
ing matters in this angry manner, for four hours and half, without 
making the slightest impression on the ruffians; bat when all be- 
came silent, Captain Lockett prevailed on them, to release the boys 
on the conditions agieed to between him and Eesa Meoan, and re- 
corded on paper. In this paper it was declared — " that Sj-ud Ma- 
" homed Eesa Khan, together with the woman, Bceba Jan, shall 
" be allowed to go where he liked, with securitv to his Hfe and 
" honor, and with all the property and effects he might have, whe- 
" ther he got it from the king of Oude or from his minister ; and 
" that no one, either in the Honourable Company's or in the king 
" of Oude's dominions, shall o&br him any molestation — that no ob- 
" struction shall bo thrown in hia way by the olficcFS of the Bri- 
" tish Government iii the countries of any of Iho Eajahs, at whose 
" Courts there may bo a British Resident; and further, that no 
" molestation shall be offered to him in the British territories, in 
" consequence of the disturbance which took place at Bareilly in 
" 1816." 

(Signed) A. Lockett, Annttant Jinsiilenl. 
After till? paper had been signed by Captain Lockett, the two 
boys wore set at liberty-, and sent off in palanijcona to their mother 
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under a guard. The minister had, in the morning, promised to 
give the assailants twenty thousand rupees, and thej amved before 
the discussions closed, and were placed on the floor of the school 
room. The girl, Beeba Jan, was now brought into the room, and 
made over to Eesa Meean. When first brought before him she 
thought she was to be sacrifioed to save the Htos of the boys, and 
was in a state of great agitation. She implored Captain Lockett 
to save her life; but, to the great surprise of aQ present, Eesa 
Meean took up one of the bags of money, containing one thousand 
rupees, and, with a smile, put it into her arms, and told her that 
she was now at liberty to return to her home or go where she 
pleased. The joy expressed by the girl and by all who witnessed 
this scene was veiy great, for they had all considered him to be 
a mere ruffian, incapable of any thing like a generous action. 

It had been arranged that Eesa Meean with all his party, should 
go with Captain Lockett to the Residency; but when the time 
came, and the excitement had passed away in the apartment, he 
began to be alarmed, and told Captain Lockett, that he felt sure 
he should be murdered on the road. He wanted to go with Captain 
Lockett on the same elephant, but to this Captain Lockett would 
not consent, as it would compromise his dignity, to sit on the same 
elephant with so atrocious a character. There was no palanqeen 
available for him, and he would not allow Captain Lockett to enter 
his, declaring that if he did so, he, Eesa Meean, would be instantly 
cut down by Uie king's people. Captain Lockett was, therefore, 
obliged to walk with him &om the minister's house at Dowlut Poora 
to the Besidency, a distance of a mile, in the heat of the day, and 
toe hottest month in the year, followed by the king's troops, and 
an immense multitude from the city. About four o'clock Captain 
Lockett reached the Besidency, and made over Eesa Meean and his 
dxteen followers to the Resident, who ratified the written engage- 
ment, and sent the party to the cantonments, three mUcs distant 
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from the city, to Brigadier Ooneral Price, who commanded the troops 
in Oudi), to bo taken care of for a few daye till arraugomeats could 
be made for their safe conduct to Cau-npore, vithin the Briiisih ter- 
ritory. Their Brma were taken front theni, to bo eeut to the ma- 
giatrato at Camipore, for deUvery to them when they might be re- 
leased. On the ffioming of the 3d the king came to the Beeident 
to thank him for what ho had done, and espreaa the sense he en- 
tertained of the judicious conduct of hia AssiHtant during the whole 
of this trying scene ; and to request, that ho might be permitted to 
go to the palace to roceive some mark of distinction which His 
Majesty wished to confer upon him. Capt. Lockett went with the 
minietcr and vtta received with marked distinction; and thirteen trays 
of shawls and other articles were presented to him. Capt. Lockett 
selected one p^ which he accepted, and placed, aa usual, in the 
£«sident's Toahuk-khana. 

When he signed the paper he remarked the omission of all mon- 
tion of Eesa Mecan's aaeociates in that document, but did not consi- 
der it to be bis duty to point out the oversight, lest it might increase 
the eicitement, and prolong the angry dtscuBsions. In his report 
of the circumstances to the Bcsideut however, he mentioned it to 
hiiQ, and told him, that the omission clearly arose from an oversight, 
and unless his associates received tlie same indulgence as the princi- 
pal, Eesa Meean himself, their exclusion, from the benfits of the 
' i^agement, might be attributed to deceit or artifice on his part. 
'I'ho Beiident concurred in this opinion, and in his report of the 
following day to Government, lie recommended that they eliould all 
be considered as included in the engagement 

Goreniment in its reply of the 25th of Jime 1824, consents to 
this construction of the written engagement, but notices n no less 
important oversight on the part 'if the Kesldunt and his Adsistant, 
in the frei' pardon given to Eesn Mttan, for the uliare he had taken 
in the BarciUy iuaum-'ction, which had causi'd Hie loss of so many 
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Krm in Apnl 1816. Governineiit infeni, that they could neither of 
tJiem h»Te been aware, tliat tliia ruffian waa the originiil iuetigator 
and most active Ipader in that funnidablt- iosurrectioa, llint it waa 
chiefly, if not entirely, owing to liis eadfivoure to inflame the po- 
puUr pbrenzy, and to euibet pai-tiEona from the neiglibouring 
towns, that the efforts of the local autboritiei, to qutjil or avert 
tbe riaing atonn, fiiiled wholly of euocBaa — that he stood charged aa 
a princip^ in the murder of Mr. Leycester'a aoD, and that, on 
tiiese grounds, be was eipresaly excluded from the geuer^ amneety, 
declared of^r the aucceseful suppre.^sion of the rebellion, and a re- 
vard of two thousand rupeex olFered for his arrest — that this writ- 
tea pledge had invtjlved ROTemment in the dilenuna of either can- 
celling a public aet of the Britiah Bcaident, or pardoning and set> 
ting at large, within its territory, a proclaimed outlaw, and notorious 
rebel and most dangerous incendiary ; and iiai it felt bound in 
duty t» guard the public peace, from the hazard of further inter- 
rnption, through the violeQce or intrigue of so deaperate and atro- 
noua an ollender; and to annul that part of the engagement, which 
ahmlrea Eesa Meean from his guilt in the Bareilly insurrection, 
aince the EesiJeut and bia A-Baistant went beyonil their powers in 
^edging their government to such a condition- Gorernment direct- 
ed, that he and his associates should be safely eaeorted over the 
border into the Brltti^h territory, and that he should not be brought 
to trial before a Judieiid Court, with a view to his being capitally 
puniahed for his crimes at Bareilly, but be confined, as m state pri- 
■oner, in the fortress of Altahabad. The Government, in atroag but 
^gnified teniis, expresaes its nuri)rise and displeasure at his having 
been placed in bo cuulidentiul a position, and permitted to bask in 
lite sunshine of ministerial fuvor, when active search was being made 
Git hini oil over India; for the hing and his minister must have 
been both aware of the part he had taken in the Bareilly insurreu- 
tian, since tbe king himself alludes to it in a letter Miibmitted by 
tbe B«ident to Government on tlie 8th of June 1821. 
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The Besident: and hii AseUtcmt, in lettera cUted 15th of July, 
declare, that thei- were altogether imAcquunted with the part which 
Eesa Meean bad taken iu the BareiDy rebellion iu 1316, the Eem- 
dent bouig at that time at the Cape of Qood Hope, and hii Aasia- 
tant in Eagloud. Eesa Meean was confined, aa directed, in the fort 
of Allahabad ; but toon afterwards relenaed on the occasion of the 
Governor General's Tisit to that place. He returned again to Luck- 
now in the year 1838, Boon after Aga Meer had been removed from 
hia office of minister. Aa soon as it was discovered that be was in 
the city, he was seised sod sent across the Gtengee ; and is said to 
hare been killed in Malwa or GooEerat, in a similar attempt upon 
some native chief or his minister. 

The two boys are still living, the eldest, Aga Allee, or Ameen-od 
Powla, at Lucfcnow, and Niwim-od Dowla, the youngest, at Oawn- 
pore; both drawing large hereditary pensions, under the guarantee 
of the British Government. This is not the Amcen-od Howla who 
TM attacked in the streots, as above described, iu the year IHil. 

About two years ago thin Ghoolam Hmrut took by riolence poss- 
ession of the small estate of Golha, now in the Sidhore purguunah ; 
aod turned out the proprietor, Bhowoimee Sing, a Sathore Bujpoot, 
whose ancestors had held it for several centuries. The poor man 
vu re-established in it by the succeeding contractor, Girdhara Sing ; 
but OD hia loJsing his contract, Ohoohim Kuzrut, on the 23d of 
September last, again attached Bhowannee Sing at miduigbt, at the 
head of a gang of ruffians ; and aiter killing five of his relatives and 
■ervauta, and burning down hia houaee, turned him and hia family 
out, and secured possession of the viilago, which he Htill holds. 
The king's offii«rs were too weak to protect the poor man, and have 
hitherto acquiesced in the usurpation of the village. Ghoolam Huz- 
rut has removed all the autumn crops to hia own village ; and cut 
down and taken away sixty mango trees planted by Bhonannee 
Sing's ancestors. Miherban Sing, the son of the sufl'erer, ia a aipa- 
hee in the 63d Bcgiment Native Infantry, and ho presented a pe- 
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tition througli the Eeaideat ia behalf of his fiEither. Other petitions 
have been since presented, and the Court has been strongly urged 
to afford redress. Ghoolam Huzrut has two forts, to which he 
retires when pursued, one at Fara^ and one at Sarai^ and a good 
many powerful landholders always ready to support him against 
the government, on condition of being supported by him when ne- 
cessary.* 

December 3, 1849. — Kinalee, ten miles over a plains highly culti- 
Tated and well studded with groves, but we could see neither town, 
Tillage nor hamlet on the road. A poor brahmin, Gunga Sing, came 
along the road with me, to seek redress for injuries sustained. His 
grandfather was in the service of our G-ovemment, and killed un- 
der Lord Lake, at the first siege of Bhurtpore in 1S04. With the 



* On crossing the river Ghagra^ I directed Captain Bonborj, (wko oomnmnds a 
Regiment in the king of Oude's service with six guns, and was to haye accompa- 
nied me, and left the main body of his regiment with his gnns under his sc c oad 
in command. Captain Hearsey, at Nawabgnnge,) to surprise and a^tnre Ghoolam 
Hnzmt, if posnble, by a sadden march. He had left bis fort of Pkra, on my 
pasnng within a few miles of it, knowing that the minister had been with me, 
and thinking that he might haye requested my aid for the purpose. Captain 
Bunbury joined his main body unperceived, made a forced march during the night* 
and reached the fort of Para at day break in the morning, without giving alarm 
to any one on the road. In this surprise he was aided by Khoda Buksh, of Dadra, 
a Tery respectable and excellent landholder, who had suffered from Ghoolam Hux- 
T\i!Cu dqmdatkma. 

He had retomed to his fort with aU his family on my pasdng, and it contained 
but few soldien, with a vast number of women and childien. He saw that it 
would be of no use to resist^ and surrendered his fort and person to Captain 
Banbury, who sent him a prisoner to Lucknow, under charge of two Companies, 
iXHnnMnded by Captain Hearsey. He is under trial, but he his so many influen- 
tial friends about the Court, with whom he has shared his plunder, that his ulti- 
mate punishment is doubtful. Captain Banbury was praised fiar his skiU and gai- 
batey, and was honored with a title by the king. ^ 

«2 O'^^^-*^ /^-^7--- 
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little he left the ikutilf Uad set up aa &^i'ultiiral capitalists in t]\e 
village of Poorwa Pundit, on the estate of Kuluader BukaU, of Bhit- 
wal. Here t!iey prospered. The estal* was, aa a matter of favor 
to Kulimder Buksh, tmnsferred from the jurisdiction of the contrart- 
or to that of the Hozoor Tehseel.* Kulundur Bukah either could 
not, or would not, pay the government demimd ; and he employed tvro 
of Uis relatives, Godree and Hoseyn Bukah, to plunder in the eitate 
and the neighbourhood, to reduce government to his own terms. 
These two persons, with two hundred armed men, attacked the vil- 
Jage in the night ; and, after plundering the house of tUia brahmin, 
Qung.i Sing, they seized hia wife, who was then pregnant, and made 
her point out a hidden treasure of one hiintlrcd and seven gold 
mohura, and two hundred and aeventy-aeven rupees. She had been 
wounded in several places beforo she did this, and when she could 
point out no more, one of the two brothers cut her down with his 
sword, and killed her. In all the brahmin lost two tliousand seven 
hundred and fifty-five rupees worth of property ; and, on the ground 
of his grand-father having been lulled in the Honorable Company's 
service, has been ever since urging the Besident to interpose with 
the Onde government in his behalf. 

Tlie estate of Bhitwal has been retransferred to the jurisdiction 
of the Ami] of Byewara, who has restored it to £ulunder Buksb ; 
and his two relatives, Godree and Iloseyn Buksh, aro thriving on 
the butty Acquired, and are in high iavor with the local authorities. 
T have requested that measure may be adopted to prmtsh them for 



* ITbe terra " iHoioor TehiMl" tignifies the ntUeotioiu Of tbe rweniie rnkde by 
tiie gmemor iunatit, whether of ■ district or s kingdom. The (statu of alt 
hndbalden who pay their laaii revonoos direct to the goiemor, or to the deputy 
aap\:ijcii under him to teceire such rcrenuoe and manage such c«latcs, are said to 
Ik ia UiD " HiKoor Ttluoel." TIkC locfti anthoritin o( Ihp diatricti, on it)al3t 
■uch estates are aituated, hare aothing nhatever to do with Uiam. 
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the robbery and the cruel murder of the poot woman; but have 
little hope that they will be ao. Ko govenuneDt in India is now 
aore weak far piirpoaea of good than that of Oudi', 

This Tillage of Kinalee is now in the eatatc of Bamnuggur 
Dhuraeereea, held by Oorhukah, a large landholder, who has a strong 
fart, Blutolee, at the point of the Delta, forrapd by the Cliouka and 
Ohagra rivers, which hero unite. He has talion refiige with soma 
four thonasnd armed foUowers in this fort, under the Sjtprchenaion 
of being made to pay th« full amount of the govenusent demand, 
•■d caSed to account for the rescue of same atrocious offenders 
&om Captain Hearacy, of the Frontier Police, by whom they had 
bean secured. Qorbuksh used te pay two hundred thousand rupees 
a year for many years for this estate, without murmur or difficulty ; 
but for the last three years he has not paid the rate, to which ho 
bas got it reduced, of one hundred and fifty thousand. Out of his 
nnta and the revenues due to govemnient be keeps up a large body 
•f anaed followers, to iatiinidato the government, and seise upon 
the estates of his weaker neighbours, many of which he bae lately 
•ppropriated by fraud, violence and collusion. An attempt was 
this year made to pat this estate under the management of govern- 
neat officer* j but he was too strong for the govemmont, which was 
obliged to temporise, and at last to yield. He is said to exact &om 
the landholders the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand rupees 
a year. Ho holds also the estate of Bhitolee, at the apex of tha 
delta of the Ghagra and Chouka rivers, in which the forfc of Bhitoleo 
is iifeuated. The government demand on this estate is &lby thousand 
(5(^000) rupees a year. His son, Surubjeet Sing is engaged in 
plimder, and, it is said, with his father's connivance and cnconrage- 
roent, though he pretends to be acting in disobodience of hia ordors. 
The object is, to augment their estate, and intimidate llie govem- 
loont snd its officers hy gangs of ruffians, whom they can Bubairt 
only by plunder and malversation. The greater part of the laudfl^ 
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comprised in this estate of Eamniiggur Dhumeereea, of which Bajah 
Gorbuksh is now the local governor, are hereditary possessions 
which have been held by his family for many generations. A part 
have been recently seized from weaker neighbours, and added to 
them. The rest are merely under him as the governor or public 
officer, entrusted with the collection of the revenue and the manage- 
ment of the police. 

December 4, 1849. — Gunesh Gunge, alias Byram-ghat, on the right 
bank of the river Ghagra, distance about twelve miles. The country 
well cultivated, and studded with good groves of mango and other 
trees. We passed through and close to several villages, whose 
houses are nothing but mud walls, without a thatched or tiled roof 
to one in twenty. The people say there is no security in them 
from the king*s troops and the Passies, a large class of men in 
Oude, who are village watchmen but inveterate thieves and robbers, 
when not employed as such. All refractory landholders hire a body 
of Passies to fight for them, as they pay themselves out of the 
plunder, and cost litfcle to their employers. They are all armed 
with bows and arrows, and are very formidable at night. They and 
their refractory employers keep the country in a perpetual state 
of disorder; and, though they do not prevent the cultivation of the 
land, they prevent the villages and hamlets from being occupied by 
any body who has any thing to lo4se, and no strong local ties to 
restrain him. ^ 

The town of Bamnuggur, in which Gorbuksh resides occasionally, 
is on the road some five miles from the river. It has a good many 
houses, but all are of the same wretched description, mud walls, with 
invisible coverings or no coverings at all — ^no signs of domestic peace 
or happiness — ^but nothing can exceed the richness and variety of 
the crops in and around Bamnuggur. It is a fine garden and would 
soon be beautiful, were life and property better secured, and some 
signs of domestic comfort created. The ruined state of the houses 
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I aai ia tKe v^iUages along thB road, ie, ia put, otring 
to the eyfltem wW-ii requires aU the king's troops to forage for 
tlwiraB^Fea oa the mapch, and the coutractors and other <x)Uectora 
of revBase, to be continually on the move, and to take aU their 
baopa with them. The troops, required in the provioeeB, should be 
cantoned in fi*e or sU piitccs most convenient, with regard to the 
districta to be controlled, and aiost healthy for the people; and 
prsrided with what they require, as ours are, and ami out to assist 
the Berenae Colloctora and magistrateti. only when their seirices are 
indupmsahly Kecesmry. Same Chundele Eujpoot laodholden came to 
r to Bay, that Qhoolatn Huzrut, with his bauds of armed 
debennined to seize upon all the estates of big 
tnghhoun, and they ebcrald Boon lo*Be tbeira, unless 
the Britiah goveniment interpoBed to protect them. Oorbuksh has 
not Tsntured to come, aa he was ordered, to pay his respects to the 
Be«ideDt ; but has shut himself up ia hia fort at Bhitolee, about six 
intlM up the river from our Cump. The Chouka is a small rirer 
«hi«h there flows into the Ghagra. He ia aaid to have four or five 
thousand men with him ; and several gima mounted in hie fort. 
The ferry over the Ghagra is close to our tents, and called 
Byram-ghat. 

BeeeitJmr 5, I3i9. — Crossed the river Ghagra, in boats and en- 
camped at Nawabgunge, on the left bank, where we were met by 
one of the collectors of the Gonda Baliraetch diBtrict. He oom- 
pWaed of the difficultioa experienced in realizing the just demnnda 
of the Mchequer, from the number and power of the Tallook- 
dara of the distriet, who had forts and bands of armed followerB, too 
Strang for the king's officers. There were, he said, in the amall 
pBiguimBh of Gouras — 

1, Pretheeput Sing, of Paska, who has a strong fort called 
Dhunolee, on the right bank of the Ghagra, opposite to 
Paska and Bunihocee, two strong holds, which he has on 
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the left bank of that ii?er, and he is always ready to 
resist the goyemment. 

2. Murtonjee Buksh, of Shahpoor, who ia always ready to do 

the same ; and a great ruffian. 

3. Shere Bahader Sing, of Kuneear.* 

4. Maheput Sing, of Dhunawa.* 

5. Sumam Sing, of Arta.* 

6. Mahout Sing, of Panispoor.* 

They have each a fort, or strong hold, mounting fiye or six guns, 
and trained bands of armed and braye men of five or mx. hundred, 
which they augment, as occasion requires, by Gbhara, or auxiliary 
bands fix)m their friends. 

Hurdut Sing, of Bondee, alias Bumnootee, held an estate for 
which he paid one hundred and eighty-two thousand (1,82,000) rupees 
a year to government ; but he was driven out of it in 1846-47, by 
Bughbur Sing, the contractor, who, by rapacity and outrage, drove 
off the greater part of the cultivators, and so desolated the estate 
that it could not now be made to yield thirty thousand (30,000) ru- 
pees a year. The Baja has ever since resided with a few followers 
in an island in the G-hagra. He has never openly resisted or defied 
the government, but is said to be sullen, and a bad paymaster. 
He stiU holds the estate in its desolate condition. 

The people of Nawabgunge drink the water of wells, close to the 
bank of the river, and often the water of the river itself^ and say 
that they never suffer from it; but that a good many people in 
several villages, along the same bank, have the goitre to a very 
distressing degree. 

DeecTnber 6, 1849. — Halted at Byram-ghat, in order to enable all 
our people and things to come up. One of our elephants nearly 

— — - - — — -^-- -^ ^^^^^^^^ ■ ■ ■ — • ~ 

* AD four are at present on good terms with the government and its 
local authoiities. 



r OP A TOra tqrough ottde. 



25 



loet hjft Kfr y^stordftj ia the (^uicksandB of the river, Capt. Weston 
rofle out j-esterddj close to Bhitolee, the little fort of Bajah Gor- 
bakidi Sing, who came oit in a litter lUiH told him, th&t he would 
cmne to nte to-day mt noon, and clear himscilf i^ the charges brought 
■gainBt him «f mcuiog taA hnrbouring robbera, and Fefoeinc^ to pay 
the goTenmwnt demand, lie had been siitfiwig eeTerely &om feref 
far ifteea days. 

Euraraut Allee complttiiu that his father, Busharufc Allee, liod been 
drirea out from the purgunnaliB of Nawabgunge and Siilhore, by 
Ofaoolmn Huxrut and hia (wsociates, who had aeveral timea attack- 
ed and ptmadcred the town of Nawabgunge, our second stage, and 
s groKt many other viUa^iiea around, from which tliey had driven off 
^ the cultivaton and stock, in order bo appropriate them to tbem- 
arim, md aogment thc4r landed estates— that they hod cut down 
«U the grovea of mango tr«os planted by the rightful proprietors 
and their aiKKstom, in order to n?niove all lociJ tiea ; and murdered 
or maimed (dl cultivators who presumed to till any of the lands 
without their permissiou — that Bu»hiu7tt AUee had held the contract 
for the land rcTenue of the pui^nnah for twenty years, and paid 
IMOctaally one hundred and thirty-fivs thousand (1,35,000) rupeea 
a year to the trcoaury, till about four years ago, when Qboolam 
Iloxrat commenced this system of spoliation and seizure, since 
which time the purgunnah had been declining, and could not now 
i-udd BCventr thousand (70,000) rupees to the treaaitry — that his 
family had held many vlllflges in hereditary right for innny genera- 
tiona, within the purgunnah, but tliat all had been or were being 
Kiaed by thii lawless freebooter and hia associates. 

Seeta Ram, a brahmin zumeendar of Kowaree, in purgunnali 8a- 
tii^ onmplaina, that he has been driven out of hia hereditary ea- 
tate, by Ghoolam Imam, the Eumeendar of Jaggour, and his aasO- 
nste, Ghoolam Huzrut — that his house haa been levelled with thfl 
ground, aad all the trees, planted by bis family, have beea cut dowa 
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and bamed— that he h« beat p h o A w d of all he kil lij them, 
and b ntterlj' ndned. Mai^ other lawlhii l iipiB ^— p**™ in the 
aame a i ann er of harin^ been robbed bj tide gan^ and dqpnred of 
their eetatea; and still more eoane in to prsf far proteetioDy aa the 
aame fiite tineatena all the amaDer praprietGa% imder a gofenunent 
ao weak, and ao in£flerent to the aiMBt'i iiiga of ita aobjecta. 

Hie Nazim of Kbjrabad, who b now here engaged in the aiege 
of BUtoiee, baa nonanallj tiiree tiioaand fan* hnndied Suiting 
men with him; bat he cannot nmater ae i cntee n himdr ed. He baa 
with bim anlj ihe aeoonda in mmmand of eoipa^ who are men of 
no autho r ity or infhienne, die *>— >— "^■.,#« being at Oomi and die 
mere cre a t ur e a of tiie aingeia and emmrJia, and other ia fo uritea 
about the pahMse. Ili^ ahrmfs reside at and about Coort, and keep 
up anlj half the nomber of men and olBoefa^ far whom thej draw 
paj. An his iqpplicatMma to the miniMtgy to bare more addien boA 
Out to complete the corps, or permisskm to raise men in their 
places, remain unanswered and disregarded. TlieNanm of Bharaetch 
has nominally lour thonsand fighting men; but he cannot muster 
two thousand, and the greater part of diem are good &r nodnng. 
The great landholdera despise them, but reelect the Komnkee 
Corps, imder Captains Barlow, Bnnbinj and Magness, whidi are 
complete, and composed of strong and brsTo men. Hie despica- 
ble state to which the Court fiivonrites hare redoced the king*a 
troops, widi the exception of these three coipa, is lamentaUe. 
They are under no discipline, and are farmidahle onfy to the pe»> 
santrj and smaller landhcddera and proprieton, whose houses diej 
OTeiy where deprive of their coverings, aa th^ derive dieir catde 
of their fodder. 

December 7, 1849. — ^Hissampoor, 12 miles north east, over a plain 
of fine soil, more scantilj tilled tiian anj we saw on die odier side 
of the Ohagra, but well studded widi groves and fine single trees, 
and with excellent crops on the lands actuaUy under tillage. One 
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raiise Msi^ncd fnr so much fine laotl lying waeto is, tlint the Raj- 
poot tallooVdara, above named, of the Cliehdewara, have boon long 
<ingaged in plnKdering the Sjai proprieton of the aoil, aad eeisiog 
upon their lands, in the same maniter as the llahomedtiii ruffians, 
on the other aide of the riyer, have heen engaged ia plundering the 
snuH Rajpoot proprietors, and eeiiini: upon their lands. Four of 
them are now qiuet ; but two, Prethee Put and Mirtonjee, are ei- 
vaya in rebellion. Jjatcly, while the Chuckladar was absent, em- 
ployed against Jote 8iiig, of Churda, in the Tnrae, thoee two men 
took a lai^ train of followers, with some guns, attael;cd the two 
villages wf Aele« and Pursolee, in the estate of Deeksa, in Gonda, 
hilled six persons, plundered a]l the honHci of the inhabitants, and 
destroyed all their crops, merely hecmiae the landholders of thesft 
two villages, would not settle a houndary dispute in the way they 
proposed. The lands of the Ilisaampoor purgunnah were held in pro- 
perty by the members of a family of Sj-uds, and had been ao far 
many genemtionB; bat neighbouring Rajpoot tallooltdara have plun- 
dered them of all they had, and seised upon their lands by violence, 
&aad, or collusion, with public officers. Some they have aeised and 
imprisoned with torture of one kind or another, tiU they signed 
deeds of sale, Bynnmotu; others they have murdered with all their 
familieg, to get secare posBeswon of their lands ; others they have 
despoiled by offering the local authorities a higher rate of revenue 
for their lands thai they could possibly pay. 

The Nazim has eighteen guns, and ten auxiliary ones Bent out on 
emergency — not one quarter are in a state for service ; and fot these 
he has not half the draft-bullockB required, and they are too 
weak for use ; and of ammunition or glores ho has hardly fioy at 
alL Rajah Gorbuksh Sing came yesterday, at sunset, to pay hia res- 
pects, imd promised to pay to the Oudo government all that ia 
justly demandable from him. Written engagements to this effect 
were drawn up, aad signed by both the "high coDtractii^ parties." 
d2 
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Having como in on a pledge of personBl securitr, he was, of cotirae, 
penaitted to return from my Camp, to hia oira stronghold in B&fetr. 
In that phtcc he haa collected all the loose characters and unem- 
ployed soldiers he could gather togetber, and all that bis frieodfl 
And associates could lend him, to resist the AmO; and to maintaia 
Huch a host, be will have to pay much more than was required 
punctually to fulfill hia engagements to the State. He calculates, 
bowerer, that, by yielding to the government, be would entail upon 
himself a perpetual burthen at an enhanced rate, while, by the tem- 
porary expenditure of a few thousands in this way, he may still 
further reduce the rate he baa hitherto p^d. 

The cootract for Grouda and Babraetch was held by Bughbur Sing, 
one of the sons of Durmm Sing, for the years 18« and 1847 A.D. 
and the district of Suitanpoor was held by bia brother. Maun Sing, 
for 1845-46 and l&t7, A.D. Bughbur Sing in 1846-47 ia supposed 
to kare aei^ed and sold or destroyed no less than 25,000 plough 
bullocks ui Bhunmootee, the estate of Bajoh Hurdut Sing alone. 
The estate of Hurhurpoor had, up to that time, long paid govern- 
ment siity thousand (60,000) rupees a year, but last year it would 
not yield five thousand (5,000) nipees from the ravages of this man, 
Bughbur Sing. The estate of Bchwa, held by Jeswunt Sing, lal- 
lookdar, had paid reguhirly fifty-five thousand (55,000) rupees a 
yev, but it was so desolated by Bughbur Sing, that it cannot now 
yield eleven thousand (11,000) rupees. This estate adjoins Bhum- 
nootee, Bajah Hurdut Sing's, which, as above stated, regularly paid 
one hundred and eighty-two thousand (1,82,000) rupees — it cannot 
now pay thirty thousand (30,000) rupees. Such are tho effects of 
the oppression of this bad man for so brief a period. 

Some taUookdare live within the borders of our district of Go- 
rucbpoor, while their lands lie in Oude. By this means they evade 
the payment of their land revenues ; and, with impunity, commit 
atrocious acta of murder and plunder in Oude. These men maim or 
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murder ^1 who presume to cultivate on the lands which they have 
deserted, withont their penniseion, or to pny rents to any but them- 
aelrea; aid the tiiig -of Oitiie'a officers dare not follow them, and 
BTO aJl»ge*her helpless. Only two niontha ago, :Mohibollah, a ni- 
meendar of Kuttera, was insited by lloscyn Bukah Khan, one of 
these taUookdars, to his house, in the Ooruckpoor district, to nego- 
ciat« for the ransom of one of hia ciitivatora, a weaver by cast, 
vrliom lie had seited and taken away. Ab ho was teturuing in the 
evening lie waa way-laid by IIoaejTi Boksh Khan, as soon as he 
had recroasod the Oude borders, and murdered with one of hJa 
Btt«ndantd, who bad been eent with him by the Oude Amil. Suck 
atrocities are -committed by these pelrad>ory tallookdare e\ctj day, 
while Ihey are protected within our bordering districts. Their lands 
must He waste -or be tilled by men who pay all the rent to tbem, 
xtIuId they pay nothing to the Oude govemmeot. The Oude gov- 
ernment has no hope of proaecutiag these men to conviction in our 
Judicial Coarts, for spMific crimes, whioh they are known every day 
to commit, and glory in committing. In no part of India is there 
such glaring abuse of tJie privilcgeB wf saiictuary, as in some of ou» 
£stricta, bordering on Oude, while tho Oude Frontier Police, main- 
tained by the king, at the cost of ^out one hundred thousand 
(100,000) rupees a year, and placed under our control, prevents any 
nmilar abuse on the part of the Oude people and local authorities. 
Some nimedy for this intollerable evil should be devisod. 

At present the nmgistratea of aU our contemiinous district! 
nqnire, or eipect, that their charges against any ofiender in Oude, 
who baa committed a crime in their districtB, shall be held to bo 
sufficient for their arrest; but some of them, on the other hand, 
require, that nothing less than some unattainable judicial proof, on 
the part of the officers of tho Oude government, shall be held to be 
sufficient to justify the arrest of any Oude oll'cnder, who takes re- 
fiige in our districts. Tlioy hold, that the sole object of the Oude 
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authorities u, to get revenne de&ult^a into their pow^r; and 
Hot. the diArgeB ftgatnst th^m for heinous crimes, are invent- 
ed solely for that purpose. Ka doubt this ia often the ob> 
je^rt, and that other charges are Bometimes invented for the aola 
Tnirpose of securing the arrest and surrender of rerenue de&ult- 
•ira; but the Oude revenoe defsultera, who take refuge in our 
district^ ire, for the most part, the tallaakdara, or great 
landholders, who either before or after they do so, invariably fight 
irith the Oude antfaorities, and murder and plunder indiscrimi- 
nately, in order to reduce them to their own terms. The Honop- 
able the Court of Diret-tors justly require, that requisition for the 
Burrender of offenders by and from British officers and Native States, 
ahall be limited to persons charged vith having committed heinous 
oimes within their respective terntories ; and, that the obligation 
to surrender such offenders, sbaU be strictly reciprocal, unless, in 
any specdal caae, there be veiy strong reason for a departure from 
the mle. See their letter to the Qovemment of India. 27th May 
1835. But some magistrates of districta disregard altogether appli* 
cations made to them by the sovereign of Oude, through the Bri- 
tish Besident, for the arreet of subjects of Oude, who have com- 
biitted the moat atrocious robberies and murders in the Oude ter- 
iritory, in open day, and in the sight of hundreds; and aOtnr 
refugees from Oude, to collect and keep up gangs of robbers with- 
in their own districts, and rob and murder within the Oude ter- 
ritoiT'. H^pQy such magistrates are rare. Qovemment in a letter 
dated the 26th February 1848, state—" that, it ia the duty of the 
" magiBtrotes of our districts, bordering on Oude, to adopt vigo- 
" rous measures for preventing the assembling or entertaining of 
" foUowera by any party, for the purpose of committing acts of 
" violence on the Oude side of the frontier." 

Deeember 8, 1819. — Pukharpoor, a distance of fourteen miles, over 
a fine plain of good soil, scantily tilled. For eom^ LiJea the road 
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lay through Kftja Hurdut Sing's estate of Buimiootee, nbioh was, 
with the rest of the district of Bihraeteh and Gonda, plundered by 
Sughbur Smg, during the two years that he held the contract. 
We pused through no village or hamlet, but saw some at a dis- 
tance &aii the road, with their dwellings of naked mud walls, the 
abode of fear and ^'retchedncss ; but tho ptain is vcH studded 
with grovee and fine eingle trees; and tho crops are good where 
them tra any on the ground. Under good management, the 
country woidd be exceedingly beautiiiil, and was bo until within 
the last fi>ur years. 

In the evening I had a long talk with the peojde of the village, 
who had assembled round our t£«ttH. Many ef them had the goitre, 
but they told me, that in thta and aU the villages, within twenty 
mile*, the disease had, of late years, dinuuished — that hardly one 
quarter of the Kumber, that used to Bufier from it, had now the 
diaeaae — that the qtiolity of the water must hare improved, though 
they &new not why, as they still drajik from the same wella. 
These wells must peaetrate into some bed of mineral or other sub- 
stance, which produces this disease of the glwids, and may, in time, 
exhaust it. But it is probable, that tho number who sufler from 
this disesee has diminished merely with the rest of the population; 
and that the proportioa which the goitered bear to the ungoitered, 
may he still tbe same. They told me, that they had been plun- 
dered of all their stock and moTCablc property, by the terrible 
scourge, Bughber Sing, during his reign of two years, and could not 
hope to recover from their present state of poverty for many more, 
— that their lands were scantily tilled, and the crops had so faOed 
for many years, since this miscreant's rule, that the diBtrict which 
uaed to supply Lucknow with grain, was obliged to draw grain 
&o« it, and even from Cawnpore. This is true, and grain has, in 
fonsequence, been increasing in price ever since we left Lucknow. 
It is DOW here almost duuhlo the price thou it ia at Lucknow, 
while it la usually twice as chcBx> here. 
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— Bahraetoh, ten mfln north eaat. 



J}«eemher 9, 19*9. — Bahraetoh, ten mSa north eaat. We en- 
cftmped on ft fine award, on the letl bank of the Suijoo river, a 
beautiful clear streon. The cultivation very scanty, but the soil 
good, with water ereiy where^ within a few feet of the surface. 
Orovca and single trees leaa numerous; and of villages and hamlets 
we flaw none. Under good government, the whole countiy m^ht, 
in a few years, be mode a beautiful garden. The river Surjoo is 
like a winding stream in a park ; and its banks might, every where, 
be cultivated to the water's edge. No ravinea, jungle or steep em- 
bankments. It U lamentable to see so fine a countiy in ao 
wretched a state. 

The Turae forest begins s few miles to the north of Bahraetch, 
and some of the Great Baronial Landholdutfi have their resideaoe 
and strong holds within it. The B-ojab of ToolseejHior is one of 
them. He is a kind-hearted old man, and a good landlord and sub- 
ject ; but be has lately been driven out by his young and repro- 
bate son, at the instigation and eneouragement of a Court favorite. 
The Bajah had discharged an agent, employed by him at Court, 
Jbr advocating the cause of bis wn, while in rehelHon against his 
frther. The agent then made common cause with the son, and secnr- 
rd the interest of two powerful men at Court, Balkriahen Dewin md 
Oholam Ruza, the deputy miniater, who baa charge of the estatea 
in the Hoioor TcIislI. The jurisdiction over the estate had been 
transferred from the local authorities to the Ilozoor Tehsel ; and, 
by orders from Court, the father's friends— the Bulrampoor and other 
Bajahs of the clan — were prevented from continuing the aid they 
had afforded, to support the father's authority. The father unwilling 
to have the estate devastated by a contest with the band of ruRiana, 
whiMn his son hod collected, retired, and allowed him to take post- 
easion. The son Beised upon all the property the father had left, 
and now employs it in maintaining this band, and rewarding the 
•erviceB of Court favoritics. The Nazim of the district is not permit- 
ted to interfere, to restore rights or preserve order in the estate, 
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moT would "ke, perhaps, do either, if so pennkted, for be baa been 
ioougbt up in a bad acbool, and is not a good man. The pretext 
at Court ia, that the father is deranged; but though XK>t wise he 
is learned, and no man can be more sober than he is, or bet- 
ter disposed towards his sovereign and tenants. That he is capable 
ef managing his estate, is shown by the excellent condition in 
which he left it. 

IVethee Put, of Paska, is not worse than many of the tallook* 
dars ef Oude, who now disturb the peace of the country; and a 
Inief sketch of his histoay may be useful, as a lefpecimen of tha 
jufierings inflicted on the people, by the wild license, which such 
landholders enjoy under the weak, profligate and apathetic goTem- 
meat of Oude. 

Keerut Sing, the tallookdar of Paska, on the left bank of tha 
Ohagra, between Fyzabad and Byram-ghaut, was one of the Chehd- 
wara landholders, and had five sons, the eldest Dirgpaul Sing, and 
the aeoond Prethee Put, the hero of this brief histoiy. Brfora 
liis death, Keenit Sing made over the management of his estate 
to his eldest son and heir; but gave to his second son a por- 
tion of land out of it, for hia own subsistence and that of his 
fiunily. The father and eldest son continued to reside together 
in the ibrt of Dhundee, situated on the right bank of the Oha» 
gra, (^poflite Paska. IVethee Put took up his residence in hia 
portilm of the estate at Bumhoree, collected a gang of the great- 
est mffiana in the country, and commenced his trade, and that 
of so BMiny of his class, as an indiscriminate plund^^er. Keerut 
JSing and his eldest son, Dirgpaul, continued to pay the govem- 
MsuaA demand punctually, to obey the local authorities, and man- 
age the estate with prudence. 

PreUiee Put, in 1836, attacked and took a despatch of treasure, 
eonsuting of twenty-six thousand rupees, on its way to Lncknow, 

bam the Nazim of Bahraetch. In 1840 he attacked and took 

s 
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another of eightj-fiye thousand rupees, on its way to Locknow 
fiom the same place. With these sums, and the booty which h« 
acquired from the plunder of villages and traveUers, he augment- 
ed his gang, built a fort at Bumhoree, and extended his depre- 
dations. In January 1842, his father, who had been long ill, 
died. The local authorities demanded five thousand rupees from 
the eldest son, Dirgpaul Sing, on his accession. He promised to 
pay, and sent his eldest son, Dan Bahader Sing, a lad of eighteen, 
as a hostage fbr the payment to the Nazim. Soon after Prethee 
Put attacked the fort of Dhunolee, in which his elder brother re- 
sided with his family, killed fifby-sii persons, and nuule Dirg- 
paul, his wife, and three other sons prisoners. Dirgpaul*s sister 
tried to conceal her brother under some clothes ; but, under a 
solemn oath from Prethee Put, that no personal ?iolence should 
be offered to him, he was permitted to take him. His wife and 
three sons were sent off to be confined under the charge of 
. Bjjonauth Bhilwar, zumeendar of Kholee, in the estate of Sara- 
firaz Ahmud, one of his associates in crime, on the left bank of 
the Gbomtee river. 

Three days after, finding that no kind of torture or intimida- 
tion could make his elder brother sign a formal resignation of his 
right to the estate in his favor, he took him into the middle of 
the river Ohagra, cut off his head with his own hands, and 
threw the body into the stream. Deeming this violation of his 
pledge a dishonorable act, his friend, Byjonauth, fit)m whom he 
had demanded the widow and her three sons, released l^m all, 
to BoA protection elsewhere, as he was not strong enough to f»- 
■iit Prethee Put himself. They found shelter with some fri«u)a 
of the fiunily, in another district, and Wajid Alice Khan, the 
Nadm of Bahraetch, in the beginning of November 1848, went 
with the best force he could muster, drove Prethee Put out of 
Dhunolee and Paska, and put Dan Bahader Sing, thr ^^Idest son 
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ef Dirgpaul, and rigktfal keir, into possession. In the latter end 
of the same month, however, he was attacked by his uncle, Pre- 
thee Put, and driven out with the loss of ten men. He again 
applied for aid to the Nazim; hut, thinking it more profitable to 
support the stronger party, he took a bribe of ten thousand 
rupees ttom Prethee Put, «nd recognised him as the rightful heir 
of his murdered brother. Dan Bahader collected a small party of 
fifteen men, and took possessioia of a small stronghold in the 
jungle c^ the Shapoor estate, belonging to Murtonjee, another <^ 
the Chehdwara tallookdars, where he was again attacked by his 
ancle in March 1844, and driven out with the loss of four out of 
his fifteen men. Soon afiber Prethee Put attacked and took another 
despatch of treasure, on its ^^v^y to Lucknow from Bahraetch, con- 
sisting of eighteen thousand rupees. Soon after, in June, the 
Nazim, Ehsan AUee, sent a force with Dan Bahader, and re- 
established hira in possession of the estate of Paska; but Ehsan 
iJlee was soon after superseded in the contract by Bughbur Sing, 
who adopted the cause of the strongest, and restored Prethee Put^ 
who continued to hold the estate for 1845. 

in April 1847, Mahommed Hossein, one of the Tusseeldars un- 
der Bughbur Sing, seized and confined Prethee Put, once more 
pat Dan Bahader in possession of the estate, and sent his unclo 
te Bughbur Sing. In November 1847, Incha Sing superseded baa 
nephew, Bughbur Sing; and, thinking Prethee Put*s the more 
profitable cause to adopt, he turned out Dan Bahader^ and 
restored Prethee Put to the possession of the Paska estate, 
which he has held ever since. He has continued to pursue hio' 
lystem of indiscriminate plimder, and defiance of the government 
authorilaes; and has seized upon the estates of several of his 
'meekec neighbours. 

In 1848, he attacked and plundered the village of Sahooreea, 
bdcmging to Sara&az Allee, Chowdheree of Badowlee, aod thia 

£2 
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jear he has done the same to the viUage of Semree, belonging 
to Bajah Bukhtawar Sing. He carried off fifly-two peraons firom 
thia village of Semtee, and confined them for two montha, flog- 
ging and burning them with red hot ramrodBy till they paid 
the ransom of five thousand rupeea required. He has this year 
plundered another Tillage, belonging to the aame person, call- 
ed Nowtee, and its dependant hamlet of Hurhurpoora. He has 
also thia year attacked, plundered and burnt to the ground the yil- 
tagea of Tirkolee, in the Badowlee purgunnah, and Aelee Pursolee, 
in Bahraetch. The attack on Tirkolee took place in September last, 
and five of the inhabitants were killed ; and in the attack on 
Aelee Pursolee, six of the zumeendars were killed in defending 
themselyes. In this attack he was joined by the gang under 
Murtonjee. He also plundered and confined a merchant of Gk)wari8y 
till he paid a ransom of seven hundred rupees; and about 
twenty-five days ago, he attacked and plundered two persons from 
Esanugur, on their way to Ojodheea, on pilgrimage; and kept 
them confined, and tortured till they paid a ransom of five hun- 
dred rupees. 

Prethee Put has, as before stated, in collusion with local au- 
thorities, and by violence, seized upon a great portion of the 
lands of Hissampoor, and ruined and turned out the Syud 
prc^MtoBn^ by whose fiumlies they had been held for many ge- 
neraliona. He is bound to pay twenty thousand rupeea a 
year; but has not, for many years, paid more than seven thou- 
sand. 

MatMNumed Hossein, the present Nasim of the Gh>nda Bahraetch 
distfiels, describes the capture of Prethee Put by himself^ as fiil- 
lowB—" In 1846, the purgunnahs of Gbwaris and Hissampnor wetv 
" reduced to a state of great disorder, by the depredations of 
'* IVethee Put, and the roads leading through them were ahut 
^ uf. He had seised Syud -^Uee Asgar, the tallookdar of Alsa- 
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«• ill the Hisianpoor purganiiAhy takeii poBseBAon of his 

W-. nnd driven out, />r Mtterly nimed, all the laadholdem 

•J f'ultivatora. He tried, by all kinds of torture, to make' 

\llee Asgar mgm, m kiB favor, a deed of aalej but his teawly 

" toiind iaea&8 to complain to the Durbar, and Bnghbur 8ing, 

*' the Nazim, was ordered to s^ze him and reaoue his prieoner. 

*' I was seat to mana^ the two purguimahs, aeiae the offi^der, 

and r«*Heue Aliee Aagac When i i^proached the fort of Bum- 

horee. where he kept lus piisoner confined, Prethee Put put 

him io strong irons, left him in that fort, and, with his fol- 

lowen, passed over the Ghagra, in boats, to hia stronger fort 

of Dhimolee, on the right bank I took possession of Bumhoree' 

withonc much resistance, rescued the prisoner, and restored him 

to the possession ef his estate, and put all the 'rest of the 

** hmda, held by Frethae Put, under the management of govem- 

^ ausiit officers. Two months after, seeing my force much re- 

*^ duced by these arrangements, he came at the head of a band 

** of seventeen kwndred men, to attack me in the village of 

** Dhooree Ghinge. The place was not defended by any wall, but 

* we made the liest of it, drove him back, and killed or wound- 
** ed about fifty of his men, with the loss, on our side, in kill- 
^,ed or womided, of about twenty-three, 

''I kfBfgt F^retbee Pot confined for two months, when Bughbur 

* Sing iSBt for him, on pretence, that he wished to send him to 
Lfidraow,. He kept bun till the end of the year, when he was 

** n^eneded, in the contract, by his uncle, Incha Sing, who re- 
^ Vmod ftekhee Put at the intercession of Maun Sing, the bro- 

* ter-of Bni^bbar ffing, who expected to make a good deal out 



Phi, of FmIca, was attacked on the morning of the 26th of Karch 
ns$, is hh Cott of Dhnnolee, by a force under the command of Captains 

and Orr, and* on their approach^ he vacated the fort» 
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^^^^ukmr, ooHugtiDg i>f a doshala and roomul, 
■I'T t« tke cuirlody of AaWak-os Sultan, 
far tbe miuutor, and, HUHunoning Sodik 
isMlf exactly as be was dressed on thft 
iiid prefuc a m.™ U the palace exactly 
I Iw kad pr^jMred hia own to receive Hia 
rhonc n «mall room in the palace, 
I avapra^el a skodiI ceilii^, so i\iat no 
ran fixed eo; aid placed himBeir 
WTw ready, the kiag went to the 
later, aKoiapaniMl by Buxee-od Dowlah. 
I the door of the apartment woa closed, 
i ftjghtful voice, withont beiag able to pep- 
Neither (ke miiitater nor the king could 
•peuing «r fisaure in the ceiling, thej 
1 duiied the door; hut immediately heard &om 
I Mhitation of ' saiaAm aleekom,' and the 
I king o{ the Fuiries, and presented Hia 
H and other offerings. All was here enact- 
|7k had been nrted on the oocastoo of the king'a 
t Oinge. Tumifig am angry look upon Bucee-od 
t nid — 'aU the evQ that I have aa often heard 
t Bompoor, I have oot, with my onu eyes, seen 
turnug to the minister, he said — ' how often 
apokea evil at you before me.* Bmee-od 
-' If your Majesty thinks me guilty, I pray 
as may seem to you proper; but I entreat 
me over to the minister." The king, with- 
' reply, summoned Hajee Shureef, and told him 
' hia own corpa of cavalry ovw the 
PSudnt ADee Khan's mausoleum, in which these sing- 
ki>d, and in&atrf aeatries in the apartments mth them', 



offderv, tiiflt bo amt akoiild be piMltiJ to g» 
inl fltncdf ifTiifd The Mler of 
eodU no wfacie be fa rn d , and m ■mitwrf to 



The king lad aevenl bAerriemn of tini kind viA ffii M^silf, 
the king of the Twinem, who described the ij Mfiti— i, fipom 
he mffiBed, and pteeeribed the ieiiiedie% which eondifei 
of rich olEeringii to the Fairie*, who were to reliefe him. Hb 
freqnentlf reeerfed letters from the Fairj king to the «■ 
written in an imperiom stjle, nited to the orrawinn The 
was earned on tat aereral montiia, and the king, at 
tinea, ii m ppoaed to hare giren the Fairj king, same two kUn 
of rnpeei, which he shared libetsDj with the smgns. 

I bad heard of the affiur of the DurTeish from the sinister^ 
throngh his wskeel, and from Captain Bird, the first Awisrsnt^ 
in a letter. I reqnesled that he would ask for an andjcnce, tnd 
congrstulste His Miyestj on the discoTenr of the imposlure, and 
ofTer anj sseistance that be might require in the banishment of 
the impostors. He was receired bj the king in the afte r n oon of 
the 6th. He expressed his regret, that the king should hare beat 
put to no much trouble bj the bad conduct of those who had 
reeeiyed from him aU that a king could give, wealth, titlesy and 
intimate companionship — hinted at the advantage taken of tKy^ bj 
Bozee-od Bowlah, in his criminal intercourse with one of his Sal> 
tanas, Snrafraz Muhsl; and earnestly prayed ^him to put an and 
to the misery and disgrace which these men had brought and 
were still bringing on himself, his house, and his countiy. The 
king promised to hare Buzee-od Dowlah, his sister, and Kotub- 
od Dowlah, banished across the Gbmges; but stated, that ha 
could do nothing against Sadick AJlee, howeyer richly he desery- 
ed punishment, since he had pledged his royal word to him, on 
his disclosing all he knew about the imposition. The king asked 
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CaptaiR Bird, whether he thought that he had felt no Borrow at 
parting with Surafrai Muhal, with whom he had lired so inti- 
mately for nine 3near8 — that he had, ht* said, c»st her off as a 
duty, and did Captain Bird think, that he would spare the men 
who had so grosslj deceived him, caused so much confiision in 
hia kingdom, and ill-feeling towards him, on the part o( the Bri- 
tish govemment and its repiesentative. His Majesty added — ''I 
^ cherished low-bred men, and they have ^ven me the low-bred 
^ man's reward — had I made fidends of men of birth and cha- 
^ racter, it would have been otherwise;" and, concluded by say- 
iqg, that he could not touch the money he had given to these 
fellows, because, people would say, that he had got rid of them 
merely to recover what he had bestowed upon thenu* 

The king, in the latter «nd of November, divorced Surafraz 
ICnhal, and sent her across the Oangee, to go on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca. She had long been cohabiting with the chief singer, 
Gholaiii Baza, and was known to be a veiy profligate woman. 
She is said to have given His Majesty to understand, that she 
would not consent to remain in the palace with him without the 
privilege of choosing her own lovers, a privilege which she had 
freely eiyoyad before she came into it, and could not pos- 
sibly fiosego. 



^WWa hb ifle tw aidi confined and bwuihed them in June and July 1850, he 
took beak flmn then all that thcgr had retained; but thcgr had lent (o their 
hnriBis md friendly i wru pe rty to the value of many lakhs of rupeei • 



CHAPTER II. 



Bahneteh is celebrated for the Bhrine of Syud Salar, a martyr, 
who ia Bupposcd to have been killed here in the beginning of 
the eleventh century, when Ggbting agtdnet the Hindoos, under 
the anspicea of Malunood Shah, of Ghuznee, his mother's brother. 
Stmnge to aay, Hindoos aa well as Mahommedans make oSerings 
to this shrine, futd implore the favors of this military ruffian, 
whose only recorded merit consiats of having sent a great many 
Hindoos to hell, in a wanton and unprovoked invasion of their 
territory. They say, that he did what ho did against Hindoos, in 
the conscientious discharge of his duties ; and could not have cEono 
it iritbout God's permission — that God must then have been an- 
gry with tbem for their transgresaions, and used this man, and ill 
the other Mahommedon invaders of their country, aa instsrumentfl 
of His vengeance, and means to bring about His purposes. That 
is, the thinking portion of the Hindoos say tliis. The mass think, 
that the old man must still have a good deal of interest in 
Heaven, which he may be induced to eserelBe in their favor, by 
■nitable offerings and personal applications to his shrine. 

T^e minister reports to the Besident on the dth, that the king 
had relented, and wiahed to retdn the singer, Buzcc-od Dowlah, 
and his sister, and Kxitub Allee, at Lucknow, with orders never 
to approach the presence. Captain Bird, in a letter, confimu 
this report. 

December 11, 1S49. — Left Bahraetch and came south east to 
Imaleea, on the road to Gonda, over a plain in the P^agpoor 
estate, ahnost entirely waste — few groves or single trees to be 
Been — scarcely a field tilled or house occupied — all the work of 
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the same atrocioms goTemor, Sughbur Sing. No oppressor ever 

wrote a more legible kaad. 

The brief histoiy oi the msAagemeKit of this district, for the 

last fortj-thitee jears^ is as follows. The district consisted in 

1807, of 

Khalsa Lands. Present Khdsa Lands. 
Bahractch 2,60,000 4,000 

Hissampoor ..,. 2,00,000 40,000 

HuAurpoor 1,25,000 10,000 

Buhareegunge 1,50,000. 15,000 



7;25^00G 69,000 

The contract iraa held hy Balkidass Kanoongoe, for fire jears^ 
from 1807 to 1811, Trhen he died, «nd was 4Bucoeeded in the 
contract by his son, Amur Sing, who held ft till 1816. In the 
end of that year, or eaity in 1617, Amur Sing was seized, put 
into xsonfinement, and mudeved by Hakeem Mehndee, who held 
the eoirtract for 1817 and 1818. In the year 1816, Hakeem 
Mehndee, who held the contract for the Mahomdee district, at four 
lakhs of rupees a year, and that for Khyrabad at five, heard of 
the great wealth of Amur Sing, and the fine state to which he and 
kis fiither had brought the district by good management; and 
offered the Oude goyeroment one iakh of rupees a year more 
than he paid for the contract, for the ensuing year. Hakeem 
Mehndee resided chiefly at <^e capital of Lucknow, on the pre- 
tence of indisposition, while his brother, Hadee Alice Khan, man- 
aged the two districts for him. He had acquired a great reputa- 
tion by his judicious management of these two districts, and be- 
come a fi&Tcnite with the king, by the still more skUfol manage- 
ment of a few male and female ferourites about Hi« Majesty's 
person. The minister, Aga Meer, was jealous of his growing fame 
and &yor, and persuaded the king, to accept the ofier in the 

b(^, that he would go himself to his new charge, in order to 

f2 
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make the most of it. As soon ob he heard of bU appoiatmeM* 
to the charge of Bahraetch, Hjikeem Mehndee act out with the 
best body of troopa he could oollect, and sent on orders for 
Amur Sing to come out snd meet him. He dei'ltned to do so 
until he got the pledge of Hadee Allee Khun, the Hakeem's 
brother, for his peraonol securitj. This mortified the Hakeem, and 
tended to confirm him tn the resolution, to make away with Amur 
Sing, and appropriate his wealth. Both Uakeem Meluidee and his 
brother are said to have awom on their koran, that no violenia 
whatever should be offered to or restraint put upon him; and, re- 
lying on these oaths and pledges, Amur Sing met them on their 
approach to Bahraetch. 

After discussing affairs and adjusting accounts for some months 
at- Bahraeteh, the Hakeem, by his courteous manners, and praises 
of hia excellent management, put Amur Sing off bis guard. When 
sitting with him one evening in his f«nt3, around which he had 
placed a select body of guards, he left liira oe the pretext of a 
sudden call, and Amur Sing was seized, bound and confined. 
Mcor Hyder and Baboo Beg, mogul troopers, were placed in 
command of the guards over him, with orders to get him assosa- 
inated as soon as possible. Sentries were, at the same time, plac- 
ed over his family and wealth. At midnight he was soon after 
strangled by these two men and their attendants. Baboo Beg was 
a very stout, powerful man; wid ho attempted to slrangle him 
with his own hands, while his companions held him down ; but 
Amur Sing managed to scream out fur help, and, in attempting 
to close hia mouth with his left hand, one of his fingers gut be- 
tween Amur Sing's teeth, and be bit oil the first joint, and 
Itept it in his mouth. Hia companions finished the work, and 
Baboo Beg went off to get hia fingers dressed without telling 
any one what had happened. In the morning Hakeem Mehadae 
gave out, that Amur Sing had poisoned himself, made the bodj 
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OTPT to Ha fsMiily, anii BPnt off ■ report of his death to the 
minister, expressing Wi» regret at Amur Sing's having put an 
eiid to hia ezistvnce by iwiaoning, to avoid giving an aorount of 
hia atewardaUp. The propeity which Hakeea Melmdee seieed and 
appropriated, u uid to Lave amotmtod, in aH, to between fift«ea 
»aA twi<nty lakhe «f npees' 

Amur Sing's family, ia performing the funeral oerpmonieB, had 
to opea kis month, to pot in the ueual small bit of gi>ld, Qan- 
gOB vater, aad leaf ef the taolsoe tree; and, to their horror, they 
there foand the first joiat of a man's finger. This confirmed all 
their ausptcioaa, that he had heea murdered during the night, 
and they smt off tke jmnt of the Snger to the minister, demand- 
ing vengeance en the iiMrderer. Aga Meer was delighted at thia 
proof of hia rival's gailt, aad would have had him eeiied and tried 
for the tnurder forthwith, but Hakeem Mehndee gave two lakhs oC 
rupoes, out of the wealth ho hod arquirod (rora the murder, to 
Kae DoulBt Sw, Nwr I^eeac Uoseyo, Uunehee Mueaod, Sobhaa 
Allee Kluit, aad others, iM the miiueter'a confidence; and they 
iwriuided him, that he had betiter wait {ot a aesson, till he could 
charge him with the more eeriouB offeooe of defidcotions in the 
■cvesne, when he night eruah him with the weight of manifold 
trasBgressiatts. 

They coramunieatod, what they had done, to Hakeem Mobnde, 
who, hy degroes. sent off all his dispnseable wealth to Sbabjehao- 
poor and Futtehghur, in British territory. In April 1818, the 
Oovernor General, the Marqwesa of IlnstingH, poaaed throogh the 
Khyrabad and Bahraetcb diatriets, attended by Hukeca Mehndee, 
OB a iporting excursion, after the Moliratta warj and the aatia- 
foetion, which he eiprcBaed to tlio king, with tkio Hakeem's con- 
duct, during that eicursion, added greatly to tlio ministef'a hatred 
»nd alarm. He persuaded Hia M^wrty to demand from Hakeem 
Mehndee, an increaae of five lakhs of rupees apon nine iakha a 
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yew, which he already paid for Mahomdee and Khyrabiid; and 
reeolved to have him tried for the murder of Amur Sing, 
u BOon 88 he could get him into hiB power. Hakeeru Mehndee 
knew all this fi-oin the fnendii he had made at Court, refused to 
keep the coatract at the increased rate, and, on pretence of set- 
tling his accounts, went first to Seetapoor from Bahraetch, and 
thence over the border to Shahjehanpoor, with all his family, 
and Buch of the property aa he had not till then been able to 
aend off. The family never recovered any of the property he 
had taken from Amur Sing, nor was any one of the murderers 
ever punished, or called to account for the crime. 

On the departure of Hakeem Mehndee, Hadee Allee Khan — ^not 
the brother of Hakeem Mehndee, but a member of the old offi- 
«ial aristocracy of Oude — got the contract of the diErtrict of Bah- 
raetch, with that of Oonda, which had been held in Jageer by 
and for the widow of Sboja^od Dowlah, the mother of Asuf-od 
Dowlah, commonly known by the nsine of the Buhoo Begum, of 
Fyzabad, where she resided. Hadee Allee Khan held tlie contract 
of these two diatricts for nine years, up to 1827. He waa suc- 
ceeded by Walaeut Allee Khao, who held the contract for only 
half of the year 1828, when he was superseded by Iilehndoo Khan, 
who held it for two years and half, to the end of 1830, vhes 
Hadee Allee Khan again got the contract, and he held it till he 
died in 1833, He was succeeded by his nephew, Imdad Alle« 
Khan, who held the contract till 1835. 

Bajah Dursun Sing superseded him in 1S36, and was the next year 
superseded by tlie widow of Hadee Alice, named " Wajee-on-Nisaa 
Begum," who held the contract for one year and half to 1838. 
For the remaining of 1838, the contract was hold by Fida Allee 
Khan and Bam Bow Fandee jointly; and for 1839, by Sunker 
Sahae Partuk. For 1840, it was held by Sooraj-od Dowlah, and 
for 1841 and up to September 1843, Bajah Duthuu Sing held it 
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sgaiiL For 1844 and 1845 Ehiian Allee and WftjlJ AJlee held it. 
For 1846 «nd 1847, Buglibui- Sing, one of tha three bom of Ra- 
jah Dursiin Sing, held it For 1848, it was held by Incha Sing, 
bretber rt Duraun Singi and for 1816, it has been held by 
Hahnnunud Hasim. The Gondah diab'ict coostBted of the pur- 
gunnahs of Gonda and Nav»bgunge, and a number of ToUooks, 
or Bvawal eetates. 

Under the paternal govenunent of Btdukram and hia son, Amur 
Kog, ttereditary canooogoea of the di^itrict, life and property were 
team, the aaamment aioderate, and the country and people pros- 
pn>oiu& It wu ■ rule, strictly adhered to, uzidcr the reign of 
SaadHl; Allee Klun. frcim 1707 to 1814, never, under any cir- 
eumrtsocea, to permit the tranefer of khtlta or allodial lands — that 
b, hnda held immediately under the crown — to T&llookdars or 
Baronial proprietors, who paid a quit rent to government, and 
managed tlieir estates with their own fiacsl officers, and military 
and polMs eatabliahments. Thoee who resided in or eaw the dis- 
triet at that time, describe it aa a magnificent garden; and some 
kw signs of that fiourii^hing state are Etill to be acen amidst 
ita preaent general desolation. The adjoining district of Gon- 
da beevne no less flourishing under the fostering care of the 
Bohoo Begum, of Fysabad, who held it in Jageer till her death, 
<4iich took place 18th December 1815. Belying upon the pledge 
d the Bntiah government, under the treaty of 1801, to protect 
tun agaiiut oil foreign and domestic enemies, and to pot down 
fbt him ail attempts ai, insurrection and rebellion, by means of 
ila own troops, without any call for further pecuniniy md, Saadut 
Alleo disbanded moie than half his army, and reduced tho cost, 
«hila he improved the efficiency of the other half, to bring hia 
within hia income, now so much diminished by Um 
best half of hia dominions to the British 

or altogether resumed, all tlic roat tna I 
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in Ilia reaeired half' of the territory -, and made all the offieen 
of hi« two Iflviah and thoughtleas predecessors, • disgorge a por- 
tion of the wealth which they had accumulated by tbe abuse of 
their confidence ; and, at the aamc time, laboured aaaiduously ■ to 
keep within bounds the powers and poBseasionB of his landed 
sriatocraey. 

Hakeem Mehndee exacted from the landholders of Bahraetch two 
snnae in the rupee, or one-eighth, more than the rate they had 
liitberto paid; and his Bucceasor, Hadee Allee, exacted an increase 
of two annas in the rupee, upon the Ilakeem'a rate. It was dif- 
ficult to make the landholders and cultivators pay this rate, and 
a good deal of their stock was sold off for arrears ; and much 
land fell out of cultivation in consequence. To &cilitat« the col- 
lection of this exhorbitant rate, and, at the Bomo time, to reduce 
tlie cost of collection, he disregarded Hysteroatically the salutary 
rule of Saadut Allee Khan, who had died in 1814, and been 
succeeded by his do nothing and see nothing son, Qhsiee-od 
Been Hyder; and transferred the khalsa estates of bU de&ult- 
ers to the neighbouring Tallookdars, who pledged themselves to li- 
quidate the balances due, and pay the government demand punc- 
tually in future. This arrangement enabled hira to reduce his 
fiflciil, military and police establishments, a good deal for the time, 
and his tenure of office was too insecure to admit of his bestow- 
ing mtich thoughts on the future. 

Aa soon as these TaUookdars got poBsession of khalsa rilUges, 
they plundered them of all they could find of stock and other 
property ; and, with all possible diligence, reduced to beggary all 
the holders and cultivators who had any claim to a right of 
property in the lands, in order to prevent their ever being again 
in a condition to urge such claims, in the only way in which 



* AsuT-od Dowl&b aad Wuieer Allee. 
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tTiey can be successfully lu'ged in Oude; cut dowu all the trees 

planted by them or their ancestors, and destroyed all the good 

bouses they had built, that they might have no local ties to link 

their affectio&s to the soil. As the local officers of the Oude 

gorenmient became weak, by the gradual withdrawal of British 

troopBy firom aiding in the collection of revenue, and the sup* 

pression of rebellion and disorder, and by tlie deterioration in the 

character of the Oude troops, raised to aupply their places, the 

Tallookdars became stronger and stronger. They withheld more 

jmd more of the revenue due to government, and expended the 

money in building forts and strongholds, casting or purchasing ^ 

cannon, and maintaiAg large armed bands of followers. All that /fi^^^-^^^^'^ 

they withheld from the public treasuiy, was laid out in providing 

the meaaa for resisting the officers of government; and, in time, 

it became a point of honor, to pay nothing to the sovei^eign, 

without first fighting with his officers. 

Hadee Allee Khan's successors continued the system of transfer- 
ring khalsa lands to TaUoc^dars, as the choicest and most effec- 
tual mode of collecting the revenue for their brief period of 
authority. The Tallookdars, whose estates were augmented by 
sudi transfers, in the Gonda Bahraetch district, are Ekona, 
Pyagpoor, Churda, Nanpoora, Gungwal, Bhinga, Bondee, Euhooa, 
and the six divisions of the Gk)oras, or Chehdwara estate. The 
hereditary possessions of the Tallookdars, and, indeed, all the 
lands in the permanent possession of which they feel secure, are 
commonly very well cultivated ; but those which they ^uire by 
fraud, violence, or collusion, are not so, till, by long suffering, 
and "hope deferred," the old proprietors have been effectually 
crushed or driven out of the country. The old proprietors of the 
lands 80 transferred to the Tallookdars of the Gondah Baraetch 
districts from time to time, had, under a series of weak go- 
vernors, been so crushed or driven out before 1842, and their lands 
had, for the most part, been brought under good tillage. 
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The king of Oude, in a letter, dated the Slst of August 1923, 
tells the Besident— "that the villagea aad estates of the lai^ re- 
" fractory Tallookdara are as flourishing and populous aa they 
" can possibly be, and there are man; estates among tbem which 
" yield more than two and three times the amount at which 
" they have been assessed ; and oven if troops should be station- 
" ed there, to prevent the cultivation of the laud till the balan- 
" ces are liquidated, the Tallookdars immediately come forward to 
" give battle; and, in spite of every thing, cultivate the landa of 
*' their estates, so that their profits from the land are even gieat- 
" er than thoBO of the government." This pictore ia a very fair 
one, and as applicable to the state of Oude now aa in 1823. 

But, if a weak man, by faror, fraud, or cnlluaion, gets poss- 
ession of a small estate, as he often does, the consequences are 
more serious than where the strong man gets it. The ousted 
proprietors fight "to the death" to recover possession; and the 
new man forms a gang of the most atrocious ruffians he can 
collect, to defend his possession. He cannot afibrd to pay 
them, wad permits them to subsist ou plunder. In the contest 
the estate itself and many around it become waste, and the fel- 
low who has usurped it, often, nolens rolens, becomes a syBt«- 
matic leader of banditti ; and converts the deserted villages into 
etrongholda and dons of robbers. I shall have occasion to de- 
scribe many instances of this kind, as I proceed in my Diary. 

Duniung Sing was strong both in troops and Court favor, and 
he systematically plundered and kept down the great landhold- 
ers throughout the districts under his charge, but protected the 
cultivators, and even the smaller land proprietors, whose estates 
could not bo conveniently added to his own. When the Court 
found the barons in any district grow refractory, under weak 
governors, they gave the contract of it to Dursun Sing, aa the 
only officer who could plunder and reduce them to order. During 
the abort time that he held the districta of Oonda and Bahraetch 
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in IsiSO, fie did little miscliief. Up morely BsiertainpJ the Hw- 
vacter and substnnce of tiic grcnt lundhnliters, ''xnctetl from the 
wcak«r aH that they could pay, itnd "bided fis time." AVIien hn 
rMumed the charge in IStS, tlie greater hmdhtitden hnd become 
■trong and SDbitantinl -, and he was commanded by the Durbar 
to coerce and make them pay aU the arrears of revenue dtie, nr 
pretended t« be due, by them. 

Nothiitg loith he proceeded to ecif.i> and plunder tliom all one 
sfl«r the otiier, and put their ogtntea under the raanagpraoot ot' 
his OWB officers. The young Eajah of Butrampoor had g(Hie into 
the Oorackpoor ^strict, to visit his friend, the Bajali of Baaec, 
UahpiMtl Sing, when DnrBan Sing marched suddenly to his capi- 
tal at the head of a large force. The garriBon of the small 
rtronghotd was taken by surpriae ; and, in the absence of tteir chief, 
■ooH induced to surrender, on a promise of leave to depart with 
all their property. They passed over into a small island in tho 
riTW, which ftows cloHC by; and as soon as Dnrsun Sing saw 
them coUeited together in that smaJl space, he opened hia guns 
UkA musquetry upon them, and killed between one and two hun- 
dred- The rest fled, and he took posacssion of dl their proper* 
ty, amonnting ta about two hundred thousand rapees. The Ba- 
jah was reduced to great distress j but his personal Mend, Mata- 
bur Sing, the minister of Nepaul, aided him witii loans of mo- 
ney; and gave liim a garden to reside in, about five hundred 
jaida from the village of Maharaj Gunge, in the Nepaul territo- 
ry, fifty-four miles from Bulrampoor, where Dursun Sing remain- 
n1 encamped with his large force. 

The Kajah had filled this garden with small huts for the ae- 
rommodation of his family and followers during the season of 
the rains, and surrounded it with a deep ditch; knowing the un- 
tcrupulous and enterprising cliaracler of his enemy. In Septem- 
ber 1843, Dursun Sing, having had the position and all the road 
o2 
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loading to it well r«€Oimoitcred, marched ouo evening, at the 
head of a compact body of hia own foUowPM, and reached the 
BAJuh's position at day break the next moming- The garden was 
takon by t, rush ; but the Bajah made bis escape with the loaa 
of thiily men killed and wounded. Dunun Sing's party took all 
the property the Bajab aai hia followers left behind them in their 
flight, and plundered the amall village of Muhar^ Omige ; but 
in their retreat they were sorely pressed by a sturdy landholder 
of the neighbourhood, who had become attached to his young 
sporting companion, the Bajah, and whose feeling of patriotism 
had been grierously outraged by this impudent invasion of hia 
eovereign'a territory ; and they had live upaheea and one trooper 
killed. The Bulmmpoor Bajah had been plundered in the same 
treaclieroua manner in 1839, by the Nazim, Sunkcrsahoe and Oba* 
lib Jung, his deputy or eollector. He had ini-itod them tn a 
feastf and they brought an armed force and surrounded and plun- 
dered ilis house aud capital He escaped with his mother into 
British territory ; and tells me, that he was a lad at the time, 
and had great diiBculty in making his mother fly with him, aud 
leave all her wardrobe behind her. 

The Court of Nepaul complained of this aggression on tlieir 
territory, and demanded reparation. The Governor General, Lonl 
Etlenborough, called upon the Oudc gorcmmcnt, in dignified 
terms, to make prompt and ample atonement to that of Ifepaul. 
" Promptnesa, said Hia Lordship, in repairing an injury, kowerer 
" unintentionally comjnittcd, is os conducive to the honor of a 
" sovereign, as promptness in demanding reparation where an in- 
"jury haa been euatained." The Nepaul Court required, thatDumin 
Sing abould be seized and sent to Nepaul, to make an apology in 
|)orBon to the Bovoreign of that state ; should be deprived of all 
his offices, with on assurance, on the part of Oude, that ha 
Bhoold never be again employed in any ofEco under that goreni' 
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mnnt; Mid, th&t the amaunt of injury suatained by the aubjecta 
of Nepaul, should be settled by arbitrators aeot to the plaee on 
the part of both States, and pitid by the Oude goTcrament. The 
<}oTerDar General did not inaist upon Oude'a connpljring with the 
€r3t of these requiremonta ; but Dunun Sing iras dismiased from 
all employueuts, arbitrators were sent to tha placo, and tho 
Oude govemmcDt paid tho nine hundred and fourtem mpeet, vhich 
they decided to be due to the subjects of NepauL 

Duraua Sing ai first fled in alarm into the British territory, 
as the Nepaul goTerament assembled a largo force on the border, 
and appeared to threaten Oude with invasion; whilo the Oover- 
Bor General held in readiness a large Britiuh force to oppose 
them; and ke knev not what the Oude government, in its alarm, 
■night do to the servant vho had wantonly involved it in bo 
serious a scrape. His brother, Buckhtavar Sing, tho old courtier, 
Jcnew that they bod enemies, or interested persons at Court, who 
would take advanti^c of the occasion to exnepurate the king, and 
])eT3uade him to plunder them of all they had, and coniiscato 
their estates, unless Dursun Sing appeared and pacified the king 
by hia Bubmlaaiou, and aided him in a judicious distribution of 
the ready money at their command; and he prevailed upon him 
to baeten to Court, and throw himself at Hia Majesty's feet. 

He came, acknowledged that be had been precipitate io his 
over zeal for IUb MajeBty's service ; but pleaded, in ezcUBe, that 
the young £ajah of liulrampore hod been guilty of great conLu- 
macy, and owed a large balance to the Exchequer, which be bad 
been peremptorily commanded to recover; and declared himself 
ready to suffer any punishment, and make any reparation of atone- 
ment that his master, the king, might deem proper. Tlie Britieli 
and Nepaul governments had eipreascd themselves satisfied; buk 
other partfes had become deeply interested in tho dispute. Tha 
iaag, vith many good qualities, was a very parsimonious man, 
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wild pridtil liiinHelf »\wn adding something evL-ry iiiontii to hia 
reaeired treasury ; and lie thought, that advantage should bo tak- 
en of the occasion, to got a large sum out of so wealthy a 
familj. Three of hia wives, HoBeynee Khanum, Moaahil Khnnutn, 
and Sakeena Khanum, had, at the time, great influence over His 
Majesty, and they wished to take advantage of the occasion, not 
only to screw out of the family a large eum for the king 
and themselveB, but to confiscate the estates, and distribute them 
among their male relatione. Tlio miaisfcer, Monowur-od Dowlah, 
the nephew and heir of Hakeem Mehndoe, who has beea and 
will be often mentioned in this Diary, thought, that after paying 
a Lirge sum to gratify Hia Majesty's idling passion, and enable 
him to make handsome presents to the three favourites, Duraun 
Sing ought to be released and restored to office, for he was the 
only man then in Oude, capable of controlling the refractory and 
turbulent territorial borons ; and if he were crushed altogether 
for subduing one of them, the reat would all become unmannge- 
nblo, and pay no revenue whatever to tlie Eichoquer. He, there- 
fore, recommended tlie king, to take from the two brothers 
the Bum of twenty-five lakhs of rupees, leave them the estates, 
md restore Duraun 8ing to all bis charges, as soon as it oould 
be done without any risk of giving umbrage to the British gov- 
ernment. 

The king thought the minister's advice judicious, and consented; 
but the ladies called bim a fool, and told him, that the brothera Imd 
more than that aura in stores of seed graia alone, and ought to be 
made to pay at least fifty lakhs ; wliilo the brothera pleaded po- 
verty, and declared that they could only pay nineteen. Tlio minis- 
ter w^eA the king to take even thia sum, give two lacks to the 
three females, and send seventeen to the reserved treasury; and 
called upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer to give in his ac- 
counts of tbo actual balance doe by the two brothers, on their 
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Bf^eral ernitrarts, fi>r the Utrt twenty*fire Tesni. He, tnin;; on 
good terma witfa ike tmoiBter, and sniioua to miM. hia triislim, 
foiin^ a l>aiuKe of an]y ono loiih and tlilrtr-two thouwtnd 
«iue by Duwwb Sing, and one of only fifteen laklis due (»y hi* 
lirother, Bukhtawsr Sing, ia wbooe nnme the contracts had al- 
vnyB i>een takcti up to 1S4S. The king, nnroly p»s»pd by t1io 
ffmdes, reB^ved to banish Duiwin Sin);, And coiifiBCBtr> all hia 
Itrge cBtates; but the British Besideut interposed, and urged, 
that Dursun Sing ahoiitd he Intieittly dealt witk, mace ho had 
made all the repftnttion and atoneioent required. The king told 
him, that Curstui Siag viis a BoterioRg and Urrible tTrant, and 
had fearfLdly epprewed hia poor 8ubjoct«, and robbed tbem by 
I fraud, nolence and oolluaion, of laiida, yielding a rent roll of 
mai^ Ifdkhs of rupees a year; and, that unless he were pusish- 
cd aererely far all these numerous atrooitieB, hia other sert-ants 
would fbUow his example, and lus poor subjects be every wliej« 

The BcBideot adjoitted tbe truth of all titeso charges; but 
urged, in reply, that the Oude govenunent hod, in Bpite of all 
these atrocities, without any adoiooition, continued to employ him 
with unlimited power in tlic char^ of miiuy of its finest dis- 
tncts, for twenty-fire or thirty years; and, that it would now be 
harab to banish him, and confiscate all hia fine estates, when Hia 
Hqeaty had so lately oflered, not only to leave them all un- 
touched, but to restore him to all hia charges, on the payment 
ef a fine of twenty-five lakhs. The king woa perplexed ia hia 
ileaiie to please the Resident, meet the wishes of hia thres ladies, 
and add a good round suni to his reserved treoamy ; and at 
lut closed all discuasiona by making Dursun Sing pay the one 
lakh and thirty-two thousand rupees, found to be due by timt 
and sending him into banishment; holding Buklitawar >Sing res- 
ponsible for the fifteen lakhs due by him, and seizing upon hia 
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•estates, and putting them under the management of Hoseyn Allee, 
the fJEtther of Hoteynee Khanum, the most influential of the 
three £EiyoriteB, till the whole should be paid. She satisfied her- 
self^ that she should be aUe to make the banishment of the 
man and the confiscation of the estate perpetual ; and, before he 
set out, she secured the transfer of the strong fort of Shabgunge, 
with all its artillery and military stores, from Dursun Sing's to 
the king's troops. Dursun Sing went into banishment on the 
17th of March 1844; but before he set out he addressed a re- 
monstrance to the British Besident, stating — " that he had paid all 
" that had been found to be due by him to the Exchequer, and 
made every atonement required, fo]; the ofience charged against 
him; but had, nevertheless, been ordered into banishment — ^had 
all his charges taken from him, and his lands, houses, gardens, 
'' &c. &c,, worth fifty lakhs, taken from him, and made over to 
*' strangers and Court favourites." 

Hoseyn Alice had promised to pay to the Exchequer one lakh 
of rupees a year for these estates more than Dursun Sing had 
paid. He had paid annually for the Mehdona estates two lakhs 
and eight thousand two hundred and seventy-six; and for the 
Asrewa estates, in the same district of Sultanpoor, one lakh 
thirty-one thousand and eighty-nine, total, three lakhs and thirty 
nine thousand three hundred and sixty-five; and they probably 
yielded to him an annual rent of nearly double that sum, or at 
least five lakhs of rupees. Hoseyn AUee, however, found it im- 
possible to fulfill his pledges. The landholders and cultivators 
would not be persuaded, that the sovereign of Oude could long 
dispense with the services of such a man as Dursun Sing, or 
bring him back without restoring to him his landed possessions ; 
or that he would, when he returned, give them credit for any 
payments which they might presimie to make to any other mas- 
ter during his absence. They, therefore, refused to pay any rent 
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tot &e faet teftsoe, and tkreatottcd to abandon Iht-ir laadsj before 

■ttempt 
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-were made t<t coerce them. All tbo Rwat revtj.uc contrartore 
juui otkcr goyprsors af -djatriets dcelarul their inabiUiy, tn c-oerw 
Hie temtanal baroos into payiog any thiiij;, siace tkey had lest 
ihe advuitage of the prestige of bia great imme; and tbe nuius- 
ta found, tlmt be must oither cceign hia ofGco, or prevail upon 
kis rareraign to recall kim. Tbe kisg, fi&ding tiiat bo imist 
•itker dnw up«ii hia reserved trcnsury, or leave all bia tistabliah- 
menita unpaid luidcr mcb a felling off in the revenae, yielded ta 
kin miniatcr'B eamost roconimcndation, -and m May 1844, conecnt- 
ed, to reeall Duraun Sing frem our district of Guruckpoor, in 
wbick ke had resided during h'm baniekmeat. 

Ou tbe 10th of that mouth be waa taken by the muiiat^r ta 
|«oy bis respects to His Majeety, who, on tho 30th, conferred 
npsn Itim additional honors and titles, and appointed him Inspec- 
tor General of all bis dominions, with ordeK " to make a set* 
" tlement ®f the bind revenae at an imormuod rale; to cut down 
' all the jungles, and bring aiil the waste lands into tillage ; to 
" seice ail refractory barons, dMtroy all tib«r forts, and seize 
" and Bend into store all the cuinon mounted upMi them ; to put 
" doiwn aH diaturbaoces, protect all high roods, punish all refrao- 
" tory and vril minded persona; to enforce tbe payment of all 
" Just demands of bis sovereign, npon lawiboldera ef all degrees 
" and denominations j ta invite back all who had been driTeii 

■ off by oppression, and re-eatabJiah tbcm on their estates, or 
" punish them if tbey refused to return ; to asccrUiin the valuo 
* of idl estates transferred from tlie jurisdiction of tbe local 

■ Buthorit'ies to tbe ' Hozoor Tohaol," without duo inquiry ; and 
" report, for the consideration of lli» Majesty and his uiiniBtcr, 
" any itankar or rent free lands, assigned, of late years, by 
*" Anilfl vxA other governors of districts \ to enforce tho payment 
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" of all reoQVemble balances, due on accotint of pMt yean; to 
" master the troopB, and report, through the commandeT^in-chief^ 
" all officers and soldiers borne od the muster rolls, luid paid 
" &om the treasury, but in reality dead, absent without leave, or 
" unfit for further Bervioe," — ia short, to reform all abuses, and 
make the goTemmetit of the couDtiy, what the king and hia 
minister thought it ought to be. Ihiraun Sing sseured them, 
that he would do hia beat to effect all the objects they had in 
view; and, af^r reoovering posseBsion of hia estates, and concili- 
ntiDg, by suitable gratuities, all the reigning fiiToritea at Court, 
he went to work heartily at lUs Herculean toak, after hia wont- 
ed way. But he, soon after, became ill, and retired to hia resi- 
dence at Fyzabad, where he died on the 20th of August 1S44>, 
leaving his elder brother, Bukhtawar Sing — my Quarter Master 
General — at Court; and his three aona, Bamadeen, Bughbur Sing 
and Maun Sing, to fight among themselves for hia landed pose* 
csrioiu and immense accumulated wealth. 

The miniater was a man of good intentions ; and, having inhe- 
rited an immense fortune from his uncle, Hakeem Mehndee, he 
cared little about money; but he was an indolent man, and in- 
dulged much in opiates, and hb object waa to reform the ad- 
miniatration at the least possible cost of time and trouble to 
himselfl He had, he thought, found the man who could t 
ly supervise and control the admimstr^oa in all 
and he invested him vith plenary powora to do bo. Of the 
duty, on his part and that of hia master, efficiently to ea> 
perviae and control the exendse of these plenary powers on the 
part of the man of their choice, in order to proveot their being 
nbused to tho injury of the state and the people; or of the ne- 
cessity of taking &om Covt favorites the nomination of officers, 
to the charge of all districts, and all fiscal and judicial Courts, 
uid to the comnund of all corps aad estabU&bmeiits, in ordar to 
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render lliem effioiunt and faosost, and pravo&t jiiatic? from beiug 
perreited, and the rcvenuea of the state from being absorbed on 
their way to the treftsury, thoy took no heod. Court favoritei 
retuned their powers, and the kiiig aud his miniBter relied en- 
tirely, 08 heretofore, upon tlie reports of tho neira wriU-fB, wh» 
attend officially upon aU ofiioera in charge of districts, fiscal and 
judicial Court«, tMrpa and catabliithnicnta of all kiiidtt, for the 
facts of aU caeea on which they might have to poaa orders; and 
remained as ignorant as thrar predecessors, of tho real state of 
the adminiatration and the real sufferinga of the people, if not 
of the real loHses to the Eichequer. 

The newtj departaient is under a Supcrintcndont GeueraJ, who 
has Bometimes contracted for it, oa for the revenues of a district, 
but more commoDljr holds it in amattee, as a manager. When 
ha contracts for it he pays a certain BHm to tlie pKblic trea- 
sury, over and above what he pays to the influential officers and 
Court &Yorites in gntuitjes. When he holds it in omanee, he 
pays only gratuities, aad the public treaai^ gets nothing. Win 
payments amount to about the same in either case. He nomin- 
ates his subordinates, sad appoints ttiom to their several offices, 
taking from each a present gratuity and & pledge for such 
monthly payments, as he tiiinka the post will enable liim to make. 
They reoeive from four to tiAoen rupees a month each, and have 
each to pay to their E*reBident, for distribution among his pa- 
trons or patronGflses at Court, from oae hundred to five hun- 
dred rupees a month, In ordinary times. Thoso to vhom they 
are accredited have to pay them, under Drdinary cimtmstances, 
certain sums monthly, to prevent their inventing or exaggerating 
cases of abuse of power or neglect of duty on their port; but 
when they happen to be really guilty of groat acts of atrocity, 
or great neglect of duty, they are required to pay extraordinary 
MumSj not only to the news ATitere, who aro especially accredited 
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to ^m, but to aU others who b&ppenB to be in the oeighbonp* 
hood at the time. There are aii hundred and aiity news writers 
of thU kind empbyed by the king, and paid monthly three 
thousand oae hundred and oinety-four rupccB, or, on an average, 
between four and five rupees a month each; and the Bums paid 
by them to their Frosident, for distribution among influential 
officers and Oourt favorites, averages above one hundred and fifly 
thousand rupees a year. Many, whose avowed salary is from 
four to ten rupees a month, receive each, from the persona to 
whom they arc accredited, more than five hundred, tiiree-fourtha 
of which they mujat send for distribution among Court lavorites, 
or they could not retain their places a week, nor eould their 
President retain his. Such are the reporttira of the circumstancea 
in all the cases on which the sovereign and his ministers have 
to pass orders eveiy day in Oude. Somo of those who deriva 
part of their incomes from these source are "persons behind the 
" throne, who are greater than the throne itself." The mother 
of the heir ^>pareat get« twelve thousand rupees a year 
from it. 

But their exactions are not con&ied to government offioere of 
all grades and denominations — they are extended to contractors of 
all kinds and denominations — to him who contracts for the sup- 
ply of the public cttttio with grain, us well as to him who con- 
tracts for the revenue and undivided government of whole pro- 
vinces ; ud, indeed, to eveiy person who has any thing to do 
tnttier, or any thing to apprehend from, government and its offi- 
cers and Ihvoritcs; and, in such a country, who has not? The 
European magiatrato of one of our neighbouring districts one 
day, before the Oude Frontier Police was raised, entered the 
Onde territory, at the head of his police, in pursuit of aoine 
robbers, who had found an asylum in one of the king's villages. 
In the attempt to securo them some lives wore lost j aud, appre< 
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and gratified him ia the usual way. No report of Hip i 
^XaxuxA iraa made to tlie Oude Durbar; and neither the king, 
the BeBident, nor the British Governmont ever heard any thing 
aboBt it. Of the practical working of the STBtom, many illue- 
tntioiu vill bo found in tbia Diuy. 

The akbar, or intolhgeaca deputmcnt, had been farmed out for 
some yean, at the rate of bet\sec» one nnd two lakhs of rupees 
m year, when, at the recommcndalion of the Kesidcnl, tbe king 
«ipreBiod hia wiLingncaB to abolish the farm, and entnist tha 
superintendence ta tten of charaeter and ability, to be paid by 
goTerament. This resoltition was communicated to goi-enutient by 
the Beaideat, ob the 24th of April 1839, aad on the 6th of 
SCsy, the Seeidoat iras instructed to conununtoatG to Ilia Majes- 
ty the asticfactioti which the Goremor Ocnerid derived on hear* 
ing, tkat he bad consented to abolish this rarra, which had pro* 
4iieed M largt a revenue t» the xtale. Thin vita coimtdored b/ 
tbe Beaident to be a great boon obtained fur the people of Oude, 
aa tiu fiunera of the department cooeented to pay a large reve- 
nue, only on condition that they ahould be considered aa the 
«aly legitimate reporters of events — the only recognized mattert in 
tie Oude Chancery ; and, m tho Itc^dent observed, " they Gho^> 
" ed up all the channela the people had of occees to their boto- 
" reigDj" but they havo choa^ed them up just aa much einco 
tbe abolition of the farm, and have had to pay just ai much 
u before. 

A brief sketch of the proceedings of Eughbur Sing, tha son of 
Dnraun Sing, in hia govermir^ of these diatricU of Gonda and 
Binetch, for the years IS 10 and 1847, may here be given as 
further illustration of the Oude government nnd ita administra- 
tis, in this part of the country at least. It bad not Bufiered 
very much under his uni-lc's brief teiga in 1812 and 1643, aud 
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the goTemors who followed him, up to 1846, were too weak to 
coerce the TaUookdare, or do much injury to their estates. 
Bughbur Sing had a large body of the king's troops to aid him 
in enforcing firom them the payment of the current lerenue and 
balances — real or pret^ided — for past years; and a large hodj cS 
armed retainers of his own, to asaist him in his contest with 
his brothers, for the possessions of the Mehdona and Aarewa es- 
tates, which had been going on ever since the death of their 
fiither. 

I ha^e stated, that Bughbur Sing held in contract the districts 
of Gonda and Bahraetcii, for the years 1846 and 1847, and 
shown to what a state of wretchedness he managed to reduce 
them in that brief period. In 1849, some months after I iock 
charge of my ofBce, I deputed an European gentlfflnan of high 
character. Captain Orr, of tiie Oude Frontier Police, to pass 
through these districts, and enquire into and report upon the 
charges of oppression, brought against him by tiie people, as his 
agents were diligently employed at Lucknow in distributing mo- 
ney among the most influential persons about the Courts and a 
disposition to restore him to power had become mamfest. He 
had purchased large estates in our districts of Benares and Qo- 
ruckpoor, where he now resided for greater security, while he had 
five thousand armed men, employed under other agents, in fight- 
ing with his brother, Maun Sing, for the possession of the 
fyf^ a mn k estates, aboTe described, in the Sultanpoor district. In 
this contest a great many lives woe lost, and the peace of the 
roimtry was long and much disturbed; but, after driving all hia 
brothor*s forces and agents out 6t the district. Maun Sing re- 
tained quiet possession of the estates. This contest would, how- 
ever, have been again renewed, and the same desolating disorders 
would have again pre^-ailed, could Bughbur Sing's agents at tho 
eapital| hy a judicious distribution of the mooej at their di^oeal^ 
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hxwt mdaced the Coitrt to restore him to the government of 
tbeae or any otbor districts in Oude. 

On the 23d of July isis, Ci^ain Orr eent in his report, 
giving ft brief outline of auch of the atrocttice oominitted by 
fiugbbtu' Biag and hiH agenta in these didtricte, aa he traH able, 
during hiB tour, to eatablittb upon uniiticstioaftble evidetic^; but 
tbey isada but a small portion of the wbole, as tbe people im 
genonl atiU apprehended, that he wouM be restored b> power b^ 
Court favor, aud wreak bin vMigeamv upon all wbo [>n«umod ta 
give evidence against tiim ; while many of tbe mo«t respectab^ 
familiee in the diatnct:^, were ashamed to place on reconl tbs 
sufiering and diebontv inflicted on their female members ; and etiU 
CD*r« bad been reduced by them to utter destitution, and driven 
in despair into other districts. To use hie own vords — "tho ooco 
" flourishing dJatricta of Gonda and Bahraetch — so noted for fer- 
*' tility and beauty — ore now, fw the greater part, uncultivated— 
** TiUageB completely deserted in the raiddt of lands devoid of all 
" tillage every where meet the eye ; and from Fyzabad to Sob* 
*' raetch, I passed through these districts, a instance of eighty 
" miles, over plaine which had been fertile and well cultivaU 
" ed, tiU Eugbbur Sing got charge, but now lay entirely waste, 
** a ecene for two yeara of great misery ending in desolation." 

Bsjali Ilurdut Sahae, the proprietor of the Bondeo estate, wai 
ibe befti of one of the oldest Bajpoot fiuniiies in Oude. Haiing 
l^aced tiie most notorious knaves in tho country oa rcveiuie col- 
lecton, over all the eubdiviaiona of bia two distrlL-ts, Bajoh Bugh- 
bor Sing, in 1846, demanded &om Kurdut Sahai-, ut increuBc of 
five thouaazid rupees upon the asBessmcnt of the preceding year. 
3Qie Bajab pleaded the badness of preceding scosoiu, and conse- 
quent poverty of his tenants and cultivators; but at last bo con- 
eented to pay the increase, and on Bolemn pledges of personal 
aeoari'^ be collected all his tenants, to take upoa tbemBelvea 
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the lesponaibility of making good this demand. To tliia thejr all 
agreed, but they had no sooner done so, then BogUmr Sing's 
agent, Prag Pursaud, demanded a gratuity of aev&i thoosaiid ru- 
pees for himself, oTor and aboTe the increase of fire thousand upon 
the demand of the preceding year. The Bqah would not agree 
to pay the seven thousand, but went off to request some capital- 
ists to funush securities for the punctual payment of the rent. 

The agent sent off secretly to Bughbur Sing to say, that un- 
less he came at tiie head of his forces he saw no dianoe of 
getting the leT^iues from tlie Sajah or his tpnants^ who were 
all assembled and might be secured if he could contrive to 8ar> 
prise them. Bughbur Sing came with a laige fixce at ni^t, 
surrounded his agent's camp, where the tenants and the Biyah'a 
officers were all assembled, and seized them. He then sent out 
parties of soldiers of from one hundred to two hundred eadh, to 
plunder all the towns and villages aa the estate, and seize all 
the respectable residents they could find. Tli^ phmdered the 
iiovni of Bondee, and pulled do¥m all the homes of tiie Bsgah, 
and those of his relatives and dependants; and, after fh"¥Ww* g 
all the other towns and villages in the neighbourhood, they brought 
^n one thousand ci^ves of both sexes and all i^ges, who were 
subjected to all manner of torture till they paid liie lanaom de- 
manded, or gave written pledges to pay. live tiMusand head of 
cattle were, at the same time, brought in and di s tribu te d as 
booty. 

The Bajah made his esci^, but his agoits were put to the 
same toitoree as his tenants. Bughbur Sing, among other things, 
commanded them to sign a dedaratitm, to the effect, tiiat his pte- 
deceesor and enemy, Wajid AUee Ehan, had recdved firam tiiem 
the sum of thirty thousand rupees, more than he had credited 
to his government, but this they all refused to do. Bughbur 
Sing remained at Bondee fi>r six weeks^ superintending personally 
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all these atrocities i and then went off, letiTUig, us bis agent, 
iCurum fioae/D- He continued the tortures upon tl.e teosnts and 
officers of the Bajah, and the captives collected in his camp. 
He rubbed the beards of the men with moLst gunpovder ; and, 
I soon as it became dry in the sun, he set fiie to it. Otiier 
I too cruel and indecent to be named, were inillct^ upon 
F BeiraDta of the Enjnli, Kunjun Bint;, Buetee Earn, Admadut 
and Bhugwant Itae, and upnn others, who were likely 
to be able to borrow or beg any thing for their ransom. 

Finding that tbe tenants did not return, and that the eatnta 
was likely to be aUogetlier dcsertod, unlesa the Bojuh returned, 
EumiD Hoscyn was instructed by Bughbui Sing, to invite him 
back an any tenna. T!ic jiuor Elijah, baring nothing In the jun- 
giee, to u'hich be hod fli:d, to sub Hist upon, ventured bock on 
the Bolonin pludge of irf>reonal security given by Pudurn Sing, m 
respectable capitoliat, whom the collector had induced, by solenm 
oatbe on the holy koran, to become a mediator; and, as a token 
of reconciliation and future Mendship, the Bajah and collector 
changed turbans. They remained together for five moatha on the 
best possible term!:, and the Bffjah'a tenants returned to their 
li'imce and fields. All hiiriiis been thus lulled into security, 
Bugbbur Sing suddenly sent another agent, Mabttraj Sing, to 
supereodo Kuruin Hoseyn, and seize the Bajab aud bis confidential 
manager, Beuee Bam SookuL They, however, went off to BaUlpoor, 
forty miles distant irouL Bondee, and kept aloof from tbe new 
collector, till be prevailed upon all the olEccrR. ctimniimding och^ 
and detachments under him, tu enter iuto ecdenin written pledges 
of penonal security. The Bajah had been long Buffering from 
ague and fever, and hiid become very feeble in inind and body. 
Ite remained at Balolpoor; but, under the assurance of tbese 
pledges from military officers of rank and influence, Ecnoe Bam 
and other confidential officers of the Bajah eaine to liia camp, 
and entered upon the adjustment of their accounts. 
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frfltdrfiesa flad fordi&lity, and awore bo Bolemnly oa thQ kona, to 
reopeet tbe peraons of tiU men who should come to him on bnsi- 
cess, that the Bajsh'a teosnta xnd ngents lost all their fears, 
and Bgain came fredj to his camp. The Bajsli now invited oU 
fais tenants u before, to enter into engagements to pay their 
rents to officers appointed by the coUoctor aa jumogdors; and 
the people had bopea of being permitted to gather tlicir harroBts 
in peace. Kunun Hoseyn nov suggested to Behaiee Lai, to come 
Buddenty with the largest force bo could collect, and seize the 
many respectable men who had aeaembled at his invitation. 

He made a forced march during the sight, appeared suddenly 
at Bondec with a lai^ force, and eeiiod all who were there 
ansembled, save the Rajah and his family, who escaped to the 
junglea. DctacKmenta of from one to two hundred were sent out 
as before, to plunder the country, and seiEe all from whom any 
thing could be extorted. All the towns and villages ou the 
estate were plundered of every thing that could be found, and 
fifteen hundred men, and about five hundred women and children 
were branght iu prisoners, with no less than eighty thouEond 
animalfl of all kinds. There were some twonty-five thousand bead 
of cattle ; and horses, marcs, eheep, goats, ponqjlH, &c., made up 
the H!6t. Ail with the men, women and children were driven off, 
pell mell, a distance of twenty miles to Busuntpoor, in the 
Hurharpoor district, whore Beharee Lai's head quarter had been 
fixed. For three days heavy rain continued to fall. Fregmmt 
women vrere beaten on by the troops with bludgeons and the 
butt ends of musqueta and matchlocks. Many of them gave pre* 
mature birth to children and died on the road; and msaj chil- 
dren were trodden to death by the ammals on the rood, which 
was crowded for more than ten miles. 

Bughbur Sing and his agents, Beharoe Lai, Enmm Hoseyii, 
Mahar^ Sing, Prag Sing and others, selected several thousand of 
the finest cattle, and sent them to their Loaes; aud the rest 



/" 



/ty^fi^-^ 



firt DIAKV OF A TOLK TUBUL<JU OCDE. 

were left to the officers and eoldiere of the force to be disposed 
off; and. for all this enonDous number of animals, vortfa at least 
one hundred thousand rupees, the small sum of ooe hundred and 
thirty rupees was credited in the Nmuh's accounts to the Bajah'a 
estate. At Busuntpoor the force was divided into two psrtiea 
for the purpose of torturing the aurviring prisonera, till they 
oonacDted to sign bonds, for the payment of such sums as might 
be demanded from them. Beharee Lall presided orer the first 
party, in which they were tortured from day break till noon. 
They were tied up and flogged, had red hot ramroda thrust into 
thoir flesh, their tongues were pulled out with hot pincers and 
pierced through; and, when all would not do, they were taken 
to Kurum Hoeeyii, who presided at the other party, to be tor- 
tured again till the evening. He ant with a sarage delight, to 
witness this brutal scene, and invent new kinds of tortiuc. No 
less than sereuty men, besides women and children perished at 
Busuntpoor from torture and starvation; and their bodies were 
left 1o rot in the mud, and their friends were a&aid to ap- 
proach them. Bustec's body iij^ stolen at night by his son, 
and Quyndut's was sold to his family by the soldiers. 

Among the persona of respectability who died under the tor- 
1 BTjouDth. the IUj>l.-a «. *"^- f**^*™! are named in the mai^. 
Buldeo Sing, the huahaod of the Ba- 
jah*B sister, took poison and died; and 
Bamdeen, a brahmin of gn>at respecta- 
bility, stabbed himself to death, to aroid 
further torture and dishonor. For two 
months did these atrocities continue at 
Busuntpoor; and daring that time the 
prisoners got no food from the araranta 
of govemment. All that tht^' got mu 
•ent to them by their friends, or by the charitable peasantry of 
the country around ; and when eweatmeats were acnt to tbem ae 
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£x4, irhich the most ecrupuloUH could e&t from hUf hfttvd. the 
soldiers often aaatchcd thorn from thorn and ate them themtelrea, 
or took them to their officers. The women and children wore all 
■tripped of their clofthes, and many died from culd nod mint of 
■ustenance. It was daring the months of Septenibor and Ooto> 
ber tlwt tbete atrocities were perpetrated. The heavy rain had 
taundated the country, and the poor prisonett wopo obliffwl to 
lie naked and nnaheltered ion the damp ground. 

Apreel Siag, a respectable Jageerdar of Bondeo, waa turtured till 
lie consented to sell his two daughtM^, and pay tlie money ; aud 
a great maay respectable females, who were taken from Bondea 
to BuBuntpoor, have nwer been heard of mnee. Whether they 
perished -or were sold, their friends have never been able to di»* 
cover. Tho eipahees and other persona, empioj-ed to torturo, got 
noney frora their victims or their friends, who ventured to ap- 
f roach, at hoia the pitying peasantry around; and all laughed 
and joked at the streaias of the sufferers. Scverd times, during 
the two months, Bughbur Sing paJd off heavy arrears, duo to hta 
personal eervantB. by drafta oa his agents for prisoners, to bfl 
placed at the disposal of the payee, ten and twenty at a time. 
{t is worthy of remark, that an old Subadar of one of our Be* 
giments of Native Infantry, who was then at home on fijrlough, 
kippend to pass Busuntpoor with his family, on his way to 
Guya, OB a pilgrimage. He and his fiunily had saved what waa 
to thera a large sum, to be spent iu offerings, for the safe pas* 
sage of his deceased Felativea through pulsatory. On witnessing 
the Bufferings of tlio poor prisoners nt Busuntpoor, he and hi« 
family offered all they had for a certain number of women ami 
duldreo, who were mode over to them. Ho took them to Ihoir 
bomes, and returned to iiia own, saying, that ho hoped Ood 
woold forpve them for the sako of tho relief which they had 
afforded to sufiercra. 

In the latter end of October, Bchorec Lai took off tU tho 
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form tiiat oould be spared, to uttck the Bajab tif Btungo, wtti 
piunder his estate in the «une msnoer; and Eurom Hoeeyn 
took aaother to plunder Eoelee, Miirdimpoor, Budnilee, and some 
other viUagee of the Bondee estate, whitdi had suffered Least in 
the laat attack. He collected two thousand plough bollock and 
■old them for little to Murur Allee and Sufder Allee, who cota> 
moiided detachmente under him. He soon after made an attach 
npou Sookha and oth» villages, io tlie vtciuity of BuBUntpoor; 
and collected between twenty and thirty thouaaud head of cattle; 
but, on hia way back, he was attacked by a party of twenty 
brave men, under a landholder, named Nabee Buksh, whom he 
wished to seize, and drivea back to hia camp at Busuntpoor, 
with the loss of all hia booty. He attempted no more enterpris- 
es after this check. The torturea ceased, and ten daya after he 
rau off, 'on hearing that Bughbur Sing bad been deprived of hia 
charge, by orden firom Lucknow. At this time oue hundred and 
fifty prisoQors remained at Busuntpoor, and they vere released 
by Incha Sing, the eucceeaor and uncle of Bughbur 8ing. 

The akhbitf naveesea, eo &r from admonishing the perpetrators 
of these atrocities, were some of them among the moet active 
promoters of them. Jorakhun, the news writer at Bondee, got 
one anna for every prisoner brought in; and from two to three 
nipeea for every prisoner released. He got every day eubsiatence 
for ten men from Kurum Hoseyn. All the news writers in the 
neighbourhood got a share of the booty in bullocks, cows, and 
other Bnimals. Two chuprasuea ore said to have come from gor- 
emment, and remained at Busuntpoor for nearly the whole two 
months, while these torturea were being inflicted, without making 
any report of them. When the order for dismissing Bughbur 
Sing came from the Durbar, Maharo) Sing went off, saying, that 
he would soon smother all complaints, in the usual way, at 
Lucknow. 
In September 19t7, E'leMm. !?- ■:% <kgents, with a considefv 
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ble Torce, cncfunped at Parbatee-tokh, in the Gonda diatrict, and 
fuode a suddoD attack upon the fine town of Khiirgoopoor. AiW 
plundering the town, tho troops seized forty of the moat respec- 
table merchants and ehop-kcepcrs of the plooo, and made them 
oTCr to Rughlur Stng'a aRenta, at the rate agreed upon, of so 
much a heiul, as the perquisites of the soldiers ; and theae agents 
«onliaed and tortured tljom, till they each paid the mnsom de- 
nmndcd, and rated according to their supposed means. The 
troops did the same by Bisumberpoor, Beliehree Fuadit, Pyaree, 
Poepree, and many other towns and villagcB, ia tho same district 
of Gonda. A trooper and his sou, who tried to swe the honor 
at their fiunily, by defending the entranoe to their house, wera 
«ift down and kiUe'l at Kliurgapoor ; and iu Biaumberpoor one 
4if the soldlen, with his sward, cut off the ami of a. rOBpectablo 
old woaum, in order the more easily to get her gold bracelet!. 
The poor woman died a -few hours afterwards. The only relative 
of the poor old woman who could hare assisted ker was selEod, 
vitli forty othiv respectable pomns, aud taken off to the camp 
st Forbatee-tola, where they were all tortured til] they paid the 
ransom demanded, and a gratuity, iu addition, to the soldiers who 
luul seized them. Oite of the persons died under the tortuiea 
iufiicted up»u bim. 

In the Oungwal district umilar atrocities were committed by 
Bughbuj Biug's agents aud their soldiers. These agents were 
Gouree Shuukur and Scomtuu Sing. The district fbimed the 
estate «f Sajah Srceput Sing, who resided with bis &mily in the 
fort of Gungwal. Tho former Xoziui, Suraj-od Dowlob, had at- 
tacked this fort on some frivolous pretence ; and, having taken 
it by surprise, sacked the place and pluuderctl the Bnjah and his 
fimily of all they had. The Bajah died eoou after of mortiJlca- 
tion, at the dishonor be and his family bad suifcTcd, aud was 
succeeded by his son, Seetid Pcrsaud Sing, the present Bajah, 
who was now plundered again, and driven an cub into the ^cpaul 
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hilk. Ihe estatu waa uow talceu poiMeiMinn of by the agents, Qoa- 
reeelmnker and Seorutun Sing. Heonitun Sin^ seised a bn^uuin 
who was travelling with his wife and brother, and, on the pre- 
tence, that be must be a relation of the Aigitire Bajab, bad him 
murdered, aud hia head struck off on the spot. The wife took 
the head of her murdered husband in her onns, wrapped it up in 
rloth. and, attended bj his brother, walked with it a distance of 
fifty miles to Ajoodheea, where Rugiibur Slug was then engag- 
ed in religious ceremonies. The pour woman placed the bead 
before him, and demanded justice on ber husband's murderers. 
He coolly ordered the head to be thrown into the river, and 
the '^man aud her brother-in-law, to be driven trom bis presence. 
llany other respectable persona were aeiied and tortured on ei- 
niilnr pretext of being related to, or baling aen-ed or assisted, 
the fugitive BaJab. iiloiatenod gunpowder was smeared tliicklj 
over the beards of the men, and when dry set fire to; and uijr 
fnend or relatives who presumed to show signs of pttjr, wu 
seized and tortured, till ho or she paid a ronaum. All the peo- 
ple in the countiy around, who had moveable property of any 
kind, were plundered by these two atrocious agents, and tortur- 
ed till tbey paid all that they could beg and borrow. Many 
respectable families were dishonored in the persons of wives, sia- 
ters, or daugbtcra, and almost ail the towns and villages around 
became deaerted. 

In Uajah Nirput Sing's estate of Pyagpoor, the same atrocities 
were committed. Bajab Bughbur Sing seized upon this estate as 
soon aa he entered upon bis charge in 184G, and put it under 
the management of his owik agents ; and after extorting &om the 
tenants more than was justly due, according to engagement, be 
attacked the Rajah's house by euqirise, and plundered it of pro- 
perty to the value of fifteen thousand rupees. The Itnjah, how- 
ever, contrived to moke bis escape with hi» family. He bad no- 
thing with him to subsist upon, aud in I^IT. \ ;:as invited 



DIARY OP A TOPR THROOOn ODDE. 73 

back on Bolenm pledges of personal security; and, irom gnt,% 
distress, was induced again to undertake the management of bis 
own estate, at on exorbitant rate of asaessment. 

In Bpite of this engagement, Goureeabunknr, when tbe tenants 
bad become lulled into security by the bopo of rem^ing under 
their own chief^ suddenly, with his troops, sailed npon all he 
coold catch, plundered their houses, and tortured them till they 
p«d all that they could prevail upon their relatives and friends 
to lend them. Eighteen hundred of their plough bullocks wore 
seized and sold by him, together with many of thoir wives and 
daughters. While under torture, Seetaram, a respectable brahmin, 
of Eandookoeea, put an end to his existence, to avoid further 
ni&ringa and dishonor. Sucbeet, another respectable brahmin, of 
Pigaree, Hi the same by opening a vein in his thigh. A cloth 
steeped in oil was bound round tbe hands of those who appeared 
able, but unwilling, to pay ransoma, and set fire to, bo aa to 
bum like a torch. In these torture, Lala Beharee Lai, Bughbur 
Sing's deputy, was the chief agent. — " I found, says Captain Orr, 
" the estate of Pyagpoor in a desolate condition — village ^ler vil- 
" lage presenting nothing but bare walls — tbe finest arable landa 
" lying waste, and no sign of cultivation was any where to he 
" seen. £ven the present NaEim, Mahommed Hussan, after conci- 
" liating and inviting in the Bajah on further solemn assurances 
" of personal security, sciied him and all his family, and kept 
"' them confined in prison for several mouths, til! tliey paid him 
" BO exorbitant ransom. The poorer classes told nio, that it waa 
" impossible for them to plough their fields, siiife all their pkiugli 
" bulloclts had been seized tuid sold by the Xaiim's agents. Oruat 
" numbers in this and the adjoining estates have ■ubai'ited nitiro- 
" ly npon wild fruits, and some species of nquatio plontl, linct 
" they were rmned by tlio<e atrocities." Tliis jrioturo ii not at 
all overdrawn. In pasting through tbe estat«, Rsd ccnununing 
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witti the fow wretched people who remain, I find all that Cap^ 
Orr stated in his report to be strictly correct. 

In the Hurhurpoor district similar atrodtiea weie committed 
by Rughbur Sing and hia agents. He confided the management 
to hia ngenU Gom^eeahnnker. In 1S46 he made hia aettiement 
of the land rcTemie, at an exorbitant iatey«with the talkxAdary 
Chinghy Sing; and, in the following year, he cii o ri e d fiiom him 
Hfi increase to this rate of tinoiiy-fiTe thonaand nqpeea. He was, 
in consequenee, obliged to fly; but he waa aoon in?iled bade 
on the usual aolenm aasoranoeff fi>r his persoDal security, and 
induced to take on himself the management of the estate. But 
he was no sooner settled in his house than he waa again attack- 
ed at night and plundered. One of hia allffmhnts was killed, 
and another wounded; and all the reapedaUe tenants and aer- 
vants, who had venluied to assemble around him on his return, 
were seiied and tortured till ihcy paid f»™»'«*«^ No leas than 
two thousand and fiie hundred buUodES, fium thia estate^ were 
seiied and sold, or starred to death. A great many wxmen men 
seiied and tortured till they paid Tanwwns like the' men; and 
many of them hare nera* since been aecn or heard o£ Some 
perished in confinement of hm^er and cold, haiing been atr^pped 
of their dothes, and exposed at night to the open air on the 
<bmp gntiund, while others threw themsdres into wdls and dea- 
tnnvd themselTes after their rdca», rather than retum to their 
(kuulit^ aft«<r the exposun^ and didkonor they had aufited. 

lu the Bahiwotch districi, the same atrocitin woe pnctiaed by 
lhi);hbiir Sii^? and his i^e^tau Heie ako Govreedomker waa ^e 
chit^f a^>ut einpk>T^, but the ^w peo|^ who ifmiiwid weve ao 
tt^rriOtH), thai Oiplain Orr ciMild gel but little detailed infann». 
tk\i\ i\f particular casNu The pvvtsient Xarim had been one oi 
Ku^bur Sil^:^a a^^ts in all th<«ie aliodtiet^ and the people 
^^uvheihk^l. thM he ww in ofto? mefdy as his ^kxum tenens;" 
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and tliftt Riigtibur Sing would Boon punhaae Ma reetonilion to 
^wrr, an he bnast^t) that he shouM, Thn estate of the Itajalj of 
Bumaneo Pacr waa phiudnrod in thu aamo matUi'T; nnd Bii^liliiir 
Sing's sgcBta adzed, drove off md sold two ttmusaiul bullui.-l(a, 
snd cut down and sold or dostrojcd fivo liundred and fivo tiihowa 
trrcB, which had, for genoivtioBB, formrd tho etrtmgeGt local tips 
of the cdtirators, and their beat dcprndaace in seaaona of 
drnnglit. 

Tn tlie Churda estate, in the Taraa farciit, tbo sano sulTtiriDgs 
w«re inflicted on tho pcnplo 1»y tlio samo itgonte^ GoiircoBhunker 
and Bchoroc Lai. They seized Mudur Buksh, tho manager, anil 
nt»Ic him o»er to Mooaahoo Kiirum Hoscyn, who had him bcotea 
tti death. Tho caloto of the Snjah of BhJiiga waa treated in the 
ume w&y. Bchorcc Lai nttacked the town with a laigo force, 
filitndered aSl tfio honeca in it, and nil the people of their 
clothes and omanents. They eei/.cd all iko plough bullocks and 
other cattle, and hud them driTca off and sold. Tho women were 
all aeiEed and driven off in crowds to tho camp of Rughbur 
Sing at Parhateo-tolah, Many of thom, who were far gone in 
pregnancy, perished on the road, from fatigue and horah trcat- 
loent. Tho estate nf the Rajah of Ruhooa waa treated in the 
enme manner; and the Rajah, to avoid tortare and diagrace, fled 
with his family to the jungles. In July 1816, being in great 
diatresB, ho waa induced to como back, on the mont soletoii oa* 
miranccs from Rugijbiir Sing, of "personal fleeiirity for hiniBelf, 
family and attendants. He left the Rojnli hia nankar lands for 
hta Bubatrtenee, pledging himself to exact no renla or levenuea 
from them ; biit put the estato under the mnnngemcnt of !uB own 
a^nta, I«la Omed Rne and others. Ho, nt the flamo tiioe, pledg- 
ed himself not to exact from any of the poor Roj^'a tciiatita high- 
er rates than those stipulated for in the eugagnnetlta tliea made. 
But he immediately after anddlcd the Rajah nitb the pnynKnt of 
k2 
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fiv(' hunilrMl amieil men, oii tlii^ pretenco tliat tley were i 
to priitfct Itiin, anil aid him in tlie miinageTnciit of these mmkar 
landa. lu Miiy 1SI7, when the lianrcsts liad been gxthen^, and ho 
biul exncUxl from the t^nnnts and culUratora the ntt^ stipulated, 
Gourceshunkcr was put iuto the management. lie seized oil the 
tenants and rultivatora by u sudden and BimulUineous attack upon 
their BCveral villages, and extort*^ (rom them a payment of fif^ 
t)iousand ni)>ocs more. Not satigned with this, Ckiureeshunfcer aeaz- 
ed the Bajah's chief manager, Mungul Pershad, tied him up to 
B tree, and had him beaten ti> death. Many of the Bajoh'a 
tenants and servants were beaten to death in the same manner ; 
and no less thou forty villages were sttaeked and plundered. A 
good many respectable females were seizt'd and compelled to make 
up the ransoms of their huabanda and fathers, wlio were under 
torture. Many of the females, who had been seized, perialied 
from the eruel treatment and from waut of food. Two thousand 
head of catlle^-cliiefiy plougb bullocks — were seized and said from 
tht3 estate. 

I have pasaed thmugh aU the districts here named, save two, 
CImrdfl and Bhinga, and I can say, that every thing I eaw and 
beard, tended to confirm the truth of what has here been t«ld. 
Bughbiu' Sing and the agents employed by him were, by all I 
eaw, considered more aa terrible demons, who delighted in bk)od 
and murder, than Os men endowed with any feelings of e)^patby 
for their fellow eroaturra; and the government, whieh employed 
aucb mcu in the matiagemont of districts with uncontrolled power, 
seemed to be utterly dotesled and abhorred. It will naturally be 
aakud, whether the circumstances described were ever reported to 
the Oudu government or to the British Resident ; and whether 
they did any thing to puiuali the guQty and afford redress and 
relief to the Buflerer*. The following are the reports whicli were 
made to the Oudo Durbar by the news writers, employed in the 
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apTOTftl tiistrictB, and t»inraunicatod l<> tlio Itotiideiit and bis 
Assititiuit, by tlio Koaklcncy news writer, in !iU diuly reports, 
vliicli nro read out to thpm every morning. 

Julg ID, 1847, — ReiKirt from Bondei! fltntea, that Bajoram, Bugh- 
iiar Sing's collwitor of Mirzapoor and oilier vfllagea iu that es- 
tate, >iad attacked and [thnidered Mirzapoor, and carried off sixty 
licod of cattle. 

AufuM 12, 1&17. — Report from Bondoc ftateB, that tlie estatoB 
of Bondco and Tipcrha, whiuh yielded tmo btmdied and (iily 
thonsond mppefl a year, liad become so desolated "by tbo oppreBsion 
of Behareo Lai ami Kunim IIoBeyn, the agents of Bughliiir Sing, 
lliat tijey could jwt possibly yield any Ibing for tho ensuing 
year — that Kurum Iloacyn bad seized all tho cattle find other 
prapeity of the peaBontTy, sold them and nppropriated Hie money 
to hia own ua«, nitd had so beaten tho landholders and cultivo- 
lori, thst numy of tbem liad died. Order by the Piirhar, that 
ttiese two agents bo deterred from sueh ads of oppression, fined 
five tbooBand rupees, and mode to release the remaining prisoners, 
aod restore the property taken. Nothing wliatcvcr was done! 

Angwt 11, 1847. — Iteport from Bondeo states, tiiat although tlie 
landholders and cullivati>ni of this caLato had pEud all tliat was 
line, according to engagcmenls, Beharee Lai and Kurum Uoseyn 
were having them flogged and tortured every day to extort more; 
HcUing off all their stock and other property, and scloeting all the 
good bidlocks and cows and sending thcni to their own hoofics. 
Onler by tho Durbar, that tho minister jiuiiisli tlio oppressors, 
and cause their property to bo given bock to the oppreSBod. The 
roinister ordereil his deputy, Karacbiirn, to see this done. lie 
did nothing whatever! 

September G, 1S17. — Report from Ooiida states, that all tho lands 
fr«tn Bondee and Pyagpoor bad been left waste from the opproa- 
^a of Eughbur Sing. Order by the Durbar, that the miniBter 
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hnst™ to get tlie liinJa tillffl, as tUe scnatm was passing away. 
Nothinj* wliul^viT wiia Uoup! 

September 24, 1847.— BciMirt TroTn tlie aaino place states, that 
Hughbur Sing had seized no Ipbb than eiglitoeo tliouaand ^ullockB, 
from the vJllagea of tlio Bondee estate, collected them at Neemapoor, 
and ordered liis agents to get them all sold off as fast na pos- 
aible; and that tlio cultivators could till none of the lands in 
consequence. Order by the Durbar, that the minister put a stop 
to all this oppression. Nothing whatever v/ae done t 

S^ptemheT 21, 1817.— Eeport from the Bamo place Btateo, that 
£urum IIoBcyn hiul soi/ed AJilad Sing, the malgoozar of Hnrka- 
poor in Bondee, and had red hot ramrods thrust into his Beah, 
on accouut of a balance due, and then had him put upon au 
ssa and paraded through the etrccta. Order by the Durlmr, that 
the minister see to tliis. Xothing nbatcTer woe done! 

August 2, 1S17. — Bcport from Gondn states, that the troope 
under Beharcc Irfil were robbing all tlic femnka of the countrr 
of their ornaments; and that Beliaree J.al ninther did nor e&id 
any thing to prevent them. Order by the Uurbar, that Bughbur 
Sing be directed to restrain his soldiers and restore tiie oma> 
meuts. Nothing whatever was done! 

Srptemhfr 6, 1847. — B*port from the same place states, that 
Iinehtnan Naraen, molgoozar of Bhurduree in Oonda, hud paid 
all the rents due, according to hia engagements — that Beharee 
1^11 had, nevertheless, sent a force of three hinidrcd men, who 
attacked Iiis house, plundered it of all that it contained, and 
took off five thousand seven liuudred and tliirty one maunds of 
stored gnun. Order by tho Durbar, that the minister puuiah and 
restrain the oppreaaore, and cause all tho property to be restor- 
ed. Nothing whatever waa done in the matter. 

Oetaha- 2, 1847— Report from Gonda states, that .laar AUee 
and Hemraj Sing, Kughbur Sing's agents, had, with a body of 
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Aiat^ra bun^'d tiw>pa, attAL-kcd the tnivn of KJiurprtponr in 
Qiinda, plnudered it., and attacked and pluadered fire vJl^ii^cn in 
tbe »iciiMt)-, and si-ixed SiidaiiiMk< aod thirty other merclmiita and 
shop-krapcra of Klittrgnpoor, Cttungul Sin^, the fiiniLer of tliat 
place, Kaloecliiira, a WTitor, and fionco, the agent of Ihe Oonda 
ilnjah, and no Icsa thna ono hundred loitdholders and cultiva- 
toM. OrAiT by the Durbar. Let tlio itiiiiiBter boim nil tlio of- 
fi'uderB, and ivlij«9C and aatiafy all the suiTLTeiS. Hotliing what- 
^TOT WM done in the mutter. 

October G, 1817. — Ecport from Oonda statoa, that llughbur Sing's 
tnxrpe had aeisod and brought oir from Gonda to Nawabgunge, 
two hundred men and women, and ahut up tlio road where they 
were coNfined, that no one might paaa near them — that three or 
four of tlie vromen were pn'gnant, and near their confinement, 
and aulTered miii-h frsm har^b trtiatinent and want of fuud. Order 
hj the Durbar, I^et the minister gruit ruidnss, imd Bci^d a suza- 
w^ to 800 that the sufierers are released. A anzawal was acnt, 
it appean, but he remained a quiet spectator of the atrocitios, 
baving received aomethiiig for doing bo. 

September 1, lSt7. — Hoiwrt from IlisBampoor statoe, that Byjo- 
nanth Sing, agent of llughtiur Sing, in. Uiasampoor, hod Bcized 
hU the plough bullocks aud cows he could find, ecut the beet 
to bia own bomo, and made tlie rest over to Wazeer Alice, 
CWungoe, to be sold. Oidcr by the Durbar, that Bughbur Sing 
be directed to restore all that Ima been taken, nJid collect tho 
revenue with more moderation. Nothing wliatcvcr waa done. 

Sfptemhrr 11, l&i?.— Reixirt from Bahractcli statea, that the 
estate of Alecnuggur, in Uiasoinpoor, which yielded eighhtoen thou- 
sand rupoes a yeiw, had bwwmo bj deserted from tho oppfossionB 
of Boghbur Sing, that it could no longer yield any thing. 
Order by the Durbar, that Rvghbur Sing be directed to lestoro 
tbe tillage, or hold biiusolf rcflponnible for the king's retenue ! 
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JuU/ 26, 1847. — Beport from Ghmda states, that QonreeBlinnker, 
the collector of Ghmgwal and I^agpoor, had, by order of Beha- 
ree Lai, attacked the village of Buhooa, and seized and earned 
off eixty-four cultiTators, and confined them in his camp. No 
order whatever waa passed by the Durbar. 

September 7, 1847, — From Nawabgunge in Gonda reporta, that 
Beharee Lai's soldiers were then engaged in sacking that town, 
and caJTjing off the property. Order by the Durbar. Let the 
minister see that the property be restored and wrongs rediessed. 
Uothing whatever wns done. 

September IS, 1847. — Beport &om Bahraetch states, that Cheyn 
Sing, the tallookdar of Bahmanee Faer, hod ficd into the BritiBh 
territory, but returned to his fort — that Beharee Lai heard of 
his return and sent two thousand men to seize him — that the 
Tallookdar had only sixty men, but held out for three hours, 
killed ten of the king's soldiers, and then evacuated the fort and 
fled — that Beharee Lai's soldiers bad collected two thousand bul- 
locks &om the estate, and brought them all off to his camp. 
Order by the Durbar, that the minister give stringent orders in 
ihis case, Nothing whatever was done. 

October 2, 1847 — Beport &om Seerora states, that Mahommed 
HiiBBan, (the present Kazim,) one of Bughbur Sing's collectors, 
with one thousand horse and foot and one gun, had come to the 
hamlet of Sondun Lai, and the village of Seerora, attacked and 
plundered these places, and seized and taken off one hundred 
men and women, and two hundred bullocks, killed two hundred 
Bajpoots in a fight, and then gone hack to bis camp at Baho- 
reegungc. Order by the Durbar, that the minister sehe and send 
the oppressors to Lucknow, and restore the property to its pro- 
per owners. The minister did nothing of the kind-, and sooa 
after made thia oppreasor the governor of these districts. 

Septetnber 20, 1617.— Beport from Buioi^lce states, that armed 
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Men belonging to Kunun Hoeejn. escorting one thousanil aeluet- 
ed bullocks, seat by Ruglibur Sing, had come to Bodowlee, oa 
(heir wsy to hia fort of 3hahgunge. Order by the Durbnr. Let 
tlie miniater see to tliia aHair. Xotking wtta done. 

On the 2Sth September IS47, an order was Euldressed 1)7 th« 
Durbar to Bughbur Sin^, that his ftgeut, Knrom Hoaeyn, appear- 
ed to have attacked t!ke house of Seodeen, though he had paid 
all that waa due by him to the State, according to lita engage- 
mentB, and plundered it of property to the valuo of eighteen 
thousand rupees, and seized and confined all faia relations — thab 
he must cause all the property to be restored, and obtain ae* 
quittances fiom the suifercrs. Bughbur Sing took no notice what- 
«ver of this order. 

On the 2d of October 1S47, the Beaidont, Colonel Biehmond, 
wrote to the king to say, that ho hod heard, that Bughbur Sing 
bad seized and sold oil the ploughs and bullocks in the Bah- 
ntetch district, and seized and sold also Bve hundred men, vomen 
«nd children of the landholders and cultivators — that ho regrets 
«U thia and prays, that His Majesty will cause inquiries to ba 
made; and, should the chiu-gea prove true, caoao the artidea 
taken, or their vulne, to be restored, and the men, women and 
vhQdren to be released. On the 25th of October 1S17, the 
B«8ideiit again addressed the king, stating, that ho b&d heard, 
that, on the 2d of October, iaSr Allee and Mahoraj Sing, agents 
«f Bughbur Sing, ydth eleven hundred soldiers, had attacked and 
plundered the town of Kburgapoor and five villages in its neigh- 
bood, aod seized and taken off Bamdeen SudaBook, end thirty 
merchants, shop-keepers aud other respectable persons, also Jung- 
lee, the former of that town, Eileechum Mutsudee, Dabey Fer- 
ahod, tbe Bajah's manager, Mid one hundred landholders and culti- 
TfttoTS ; and praying, that orders be given for inquiry and redress. 
N'othing whatever was done ; but on the SOttt of October, the 
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king rei)lied to these lettera, and to one written to him by the 
Besideat on the Slat of August 1847, transinittiDg a liat of iman- 
awered letters. Hia Mnjeaty stated, that he had sent orde» to 
BughbuT Sing and to hia brother Maun Sing, in all the caaes 
referred to by the Eesident ; but that they were contumacious 
aervimtB, aa he had before described them to the BeBident to be ; 
aud bad taken no notice whatever of his orders ! 

Auguat 20, 1846. — Beport firom Bohraetch states, that Gh)uree- 
KhunkuT, the agent of Bughbur Singh, in Bohraotch, had taken 
four persons &om among the many whom he had in confinement 
on account of balances, hod them suspended to trees, and cruel- 
ly fioggcd, and then bad their bands wrapped up in thick cloth, 
steeped in oil, and set fire to till they burned like torches; and 
that he sat liatening to their screams and cries for morcy with 
indifference. Order by the king. Let the miniBter, Ameen-od 
Dowlah, be fumiahod with a copy of this report, and let him 
»end out three troopers, as auzawuls, to bring In Goureeahunkur 
and the four men whose hands had been burnt, and lot him 
employ Mekhlis Hoaeyn, to enquire into the afiiur, and report 
the result. N^othing was done. 

On the 20tb of August, the Eesident, Mr. Davidson, address- 
ed a letter to the king stating, that he had before represented 
the cruelties which Bughbur Sing was infiieting upon the people 
of his district, but hod heard of no redress having been afforded 
in any case — that he had received another report on the same 
■ubject, aud now fonrards it to show what atrocities his agent, 
Goureeahunkur, was committing iu Bahraetch — that in no other 
country could the servants of the sovereign commit such cmel 
outrages upon his subjects — ^that he bad been wrapping up the 
bodies of the king's subjects in oil cloths, and setting fire 
t9 them as to torches — that he could not do oil this without 
the knowledge and sanction of his master, Bughbur Sing, and 
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the Beaident prays, that he may bp pniiiHhed, and, thut his 
punuhmBBt ina,y be intimated In him, the RoHident, Xothiiif; veaM 
ever dooe — nor wm any answer given to this letter till it was, 
en the 30th of August 1847, acknowled};(<d with the many others 
footsined in the hat sent to the kin", in his letter of the Slat 
August 1847. by the then Beaideut, Coloni*l Richmond. 

No report appears to have reached either tbe Durbar or the 
Beeideat, «f the atrocious proceedingB of Rughbur Sing'i) at^ents 
■t Busuntpoor, where ro many persona perished fiivm torture, 
Btarvation and exposure; nor waa any notice taken of them tiU 
I took charge of my olBee in January 1S49. Incha Sin; had 
oflbred for the cnntraot of the two districts four lakhs less than 
Bugblnir Sing had pledged himself to pay, and obtained it, and 
quiet It superseded his nephew, with whom he was on cordial 
good tenjiB. Bughbur Sing went into the British territory, to 
evade all di-iannds for balances, and reside for an interval, with 
the full assurance, that he would be able to purchase a restO' 
ntion to favor and power in Oude, unless the B«sident should 
think it worth while to oppose him, which ray predecessor did 
Bot.* I had bis agents drrestad, and charges sent in against 
them, witli all the proofs accumulated, by Captain Orr ; but 
they all Boon purchased their way out, and no one was punish- 
ed. At ray suggestion the king proclaimod Bughbur Sing At an 
outlaw, and otfered three thouarvnd nipecs for bis arrest, if he 
did not appear within three months. He never niipoared, but 



■ Inchs Sing ab<i-nnil«l before iho end af tlie scumn, and has never re- 
tmnad to Oude. Mahomined Haaaan gnt (Ln nmtrart on a redaction of two 
hMiulred >nd tliirty'One (hoataiid raiicM, bcloir the nttcn which In.'lia Sine 
bonnd himself to p«y. Bui in 1950, he ron»ent^?d lo an increase of three 
hotubcd and ninetj-ntnc thonMiid, with, I lielirto. the detiherate intention, (o 
iMie the fund}, for the psjnneat, by *1>^ murder of Ranidut Panilee, and UM 
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continued to cairv on his negoeUtionB for reatortition to power 
MX Luclcnow, through the very ngents nrhom he had employed 
in the eeenea above described, Behftree Lai, Goiireealiimker, 
Kumm Hoseyn, Maharaj Sing, &c. &c, 

Arajud Allee Shah, who was something of a man of businena, 
died 13 th February ISi?, and waa succeeded by hi a eldest son, 
the present king, who knows nothing of, and cores nothing what- 
ever, about busineaa. His minieter, Ameen-od Dowlah, who had 
■oma character of his own, was removed some three or four 
months Kfter, and Bueceedcd by the present minister, AUee Nake« 
Khan, who has none. 

The following table of the actual payments into the treasunr, 
iroin tbeae two districts of Gonda-Bahraetch, for four years from 
1845, wilt serve to show the fiscal effects of such atrocities sa 
were permitted to be perpetrated in them for a brief period of 
two years — 

For 1915, under Wajid Allee, 11,05,132 5 3 

For 1846, under Rughbur Sing, 14,01,623 7 6 

For 1847, under ditto ditto, 10,27,898 4 6 

For 1848, under Incha Sing, 6,05,492 3 

But what table enn show the sufferings of the people, and the 
feelings of hatred and abhorrence of the government and its 
officera, to which they gave rise ! Not one of the agents, em- 
ployed in the atrocities above described, was ever punished, Th« 
people Bee, that all the members of the government are acceeao- 
ries — either before or sf^r the fact — in all these dieadfiil cmel- 
tie« &nd outrages; and, that the more of them a public officer 
oonunits, the more secure is he of protection and &vor at Court. 
Their hatred and abhorrence of the individual, in consequence, 
extend to and embrace the whole of the government, and would 
extend also to the British Government, by whom that of Ouds 
ia supported, did they not see bow earnestly the British Besi- 
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dent ftHveB to alleviate their safieringa, and make the Oude 
rovereigD and misist^r do their duties tuwards thi-m ; and Uow 
muiA all British officers sjinpathise with tlieir BuffiTiuga ah tl](>j 
pass through the pountry.* 

Almost all the khalsa landa of the HisKirnpoor purgunnnli he- 
longed to the diiFerent branches of a very aiieient and respectn- 
ble family of Syuds. Their lands have, as already Btate<I, been 
almost all traaaferred to powerful Tallookdars, and abeorbed by 
tbem in their estates, by the uaiial proccBg. It is said — and I 
believe truly — that Kadee AUee Khau tried to induce the head 
of the Syud family, to take his daughter in marriage Ibr his 
eldest Bon, aa he was nlno a Syud, (lineal doecendaot of the pro- 
phet.) The old Syud was too proud to consent to this; and he 
.^d all his relations and conneiiion were ruined in consequence- 
Tlhe son — to whom lladee Allee wished to unite hia daughter — 
still lives on his lauda, but in poverty and fear. The people say 
that family pride is more inveterate among the aristocracy of the 
4-ouiitry than that of the city; and had the old man lived at 
Lucknow, he would probably have given his son, and saved his 
&mily and estate. 

Captwn Hard wick, while out shooting on the 10th, saw a 
dead man hanging by the heeU in a mango tree, close to the 
road. Ho was one of a gang of notorioua rohbera who had 
attacked a neiglibouring village belonging to some Br.ihminB. They 
IpTlnil two, and caught a third member of the gang, and hung him 
vp ^ the heels to die. He was the brother-in-law of the leader 
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e I8SI) emplcijed in a confidential ritiulion, in 
liater. GontetebunkBr iti a Tiusecldar, or nativ* 

<a11ector, in the same diatrici of Babraoteh, imJcr the new contractor. Maun 

Sag. Moonsbce Knnun Hoteyo hold* a ainular office in some other diabict. 

Uibmj Sine, and llie teit all hold, 1 belien^ dtnationa of equal emolument 

t^ TMpectabilitT 1 
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of the gang, Nunda Pandee. There he still hangs, and the 
er part of mj camp took a look at him in passing. 



T^llookdan qf Bahraetch — Govemmeni Land Revenue according to ike 

ntate of this year. 



Names ef Villagee, 



Bandee, 



Ruhooa,.. 
Nanparay. 
Gungwal,. 
PyBgpoor,. 
Skona,. . . 



Bulrampoor. 
Toolseepoor,. 
Atrola, 



Mank^xxnr, 

Bahmanee Paer,, 



Gowras alias Chehdwara,, 



Pamspoor,, 

Arnta, 

Shahpoor,. 
Dhunawa,. 

Paska, 

Kumeear,.. 



Ghurda,. 



Gonda Pergunnah. 



Desumberpoor,. 

Bluiiga« 

Akkerpoor,.. .. 
Sagha Chunda. 
Birwa, 



Govt, demand. 



65,000 

20,000 

1,50,000 

26,000 

59,000 

1,80,000 

1,50,000 

1,05,000 

80,000 

35,000 

12,000 



Present QmdUiam. 



14,000 
18,000 
30,000 
42,000 
20,000 
48,000 



62,000 



Almost waste. 

Ditto. 
Falling off. 
Much out of tiUate. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 
WeU tilled. 

Ditto. 
Much out of tillafe. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



WeU tilled. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 



Govt, demand. 



wwm 



95,000 
64,000 
46,015 

63iC'0Z'l 
24,000 



Falling off. 



Present OmdUUm 



Rajah Davey Bukah, in good 

RecoTcring. 

[Pkndee; 
In good order under Ramdut 

Ramdut Pttnde, in goodcMPdv 

A little out of Ullage. 



December 12, 1849. — Gungwal, thirteen miles. The road lay 
|.hrough the estate of Pyagpoor to within a mile of Ghrng- 
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vttl. Littie cdtaratiicm waa to be seen the whole way ; and what 
■w» ooold Bee wu bad. Little variety of crops, and the tillag© 
aloTenly, and without manure or irrigation. Ths Tullookdar wu 
ndnsd by Bughbur Siug, tmd ia not oa terms vith the pTvaent 
Kazim, md he did not appear. The eatato of Gungwal ia not 
l>€rtta cultivated than that of Pyagpoor ; nor better peopled — both 
may be coiiaidered aa mere wa&tea, and their osEesBmonta as 
merely nomiaaL The Tallookdap did not appear. Both were ruin- 
ed by the nipacioua Nazim end his atrocioua agents, Qoureeahun- 
ker, Beharee Lai, Kurum Hoseyn and others. 

The Bajah of Toolseepoor, Sirgraj Sing, baa an only aon, 
6ahibjee, now 17 yeara of ags. The Eajah's old servants, think- 
ing th^ could make more out of the boy than out of the pru- 
dent fitther, first incited him to go off, with all the property he 
could eoQect, to Goruckpoor, where he epent it in ten montha 
of revdry. The father invited him back two mouths ago, on 
ccnditioD, that be sliodd come tioao. When he got withio six 
miles of Toolaeepoor, however, the (ather found, that three thon- 
•and armed followers had there been assembled by hie agents, to 
aid bin in seizing upon him snd the estate. Fearing that hia 
estate might he desoluted, and he himself confined, and, perhaps 
pat to death, the Bajah ran off to his friend, the BaJah of Bui- 
nmpoie, for protection. 

Xhcmier 13, 1840.— Purenda, eleven milcfl. The firat lifllf of 
the way, through the Lmds of Gungwal, showed few aignB of 
tiUage or population — the latter half tliroDgh those of Fozends 
and other villages of Gonda, held by Bamdut Fande^ Bhovred 
tDore of both. Some nice villages, on each side, at a email dia- 
taace, and some nice groves of mango trees. On the toad this 
Dumiing, Omiow Pooree, a noo-commisaioned ofEcer of the Ghra- 
Kor Contingent, whoso lamily resided in a neighbouring village, 
canie up to me as I passed along, and prayed xoa to ba,n the 



■ A Tutu yamorco ocDi 



i—iJm w of hm bther aeiaed 
of the eme, ml 



lie tle^wribed the 
ounp. I R<i|ue«ted 
Clkptab W««t0D to take the depontiona <^ the witnenes, aad 
adopt meVtim for the arrest <^ the offenden. Syatnpooree wta 
the name of itx ttiher of the eompbuoant. H« rended in a 
nnall bfttnk4, Dtar the road, called after bimaclf, w the founder, 
'• Syampooree ka Poonra," or Sj-ampooree'a Hamlet. He had 
four Bcnti, aD fine, etont men. The eldest, Omrow Pooree, a 
corporal in the Gwalior Contingrait, Bhnmt Pooree, a pri- 
Tate in Captain Barlow's Begimeiit, Bemchiirun and Bamadeen, 
the two youngest, still at home, assisting their &ther in (jib 
management of their little estate, which the family had held fer 
many generations. One day in the beginning of December 1818, 
a short, thick-set roan passed throa|^ the hamlet, aocoflted Syam- 
pooree and his two sons, as they sat at the door, and asked for 
some tobacco, and entered into convereatioa with them. He 
pretended that his cart had been seized by the Na^im's soldiers; 
and, after chatting with them for a short time, departed. 

The second morning after this, before day light, Bomadoen, the 
youngest son, was wanning himself at a fiie on a small terrace 
in front of the door, when he saw a party of armed men op- 
proacfaing. He called out and asked who they were and what 
they wanted. They told him, that they were government serrants, 
had traced a thief to tlie village, and come to seize bim. Four 
of the party, who carried torches, now approached the fire and 
lighted them. Syiunpooree and his other son, Bamchunin, hearing 
the noise came out, and placed themeelves by the side of B«ma- 
deen. By the light of the torches they now recognised the ahort, 
tbick-aet man, with whom they bad been talking two days be- 
fore, at the head of a gang of fifteen men, carrying fire armm 
with matchea lighted, and five more armed with svorda and 
shields. The short thick set man was Nunda Pandee, the most 
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Botorioui rotibor in the dUtrict. He ortltrcd liis gniig to wanli 
the house — an tkn father iind bodb remaiifitratiilg, lie drew his 
«word aud cut down SAiKrhiinm. The father and llamadeen hur- 
ia^ left thoir eworda in the house ruaht>d back to secure th^m ; 
tut Nunda Piuidi'e, calling out to ono of his fbUoweVB, Bhownnee- 
deen, to despatch tlie eon, ovcrtocft the fntlicr, and at oiio cut 
severed Lis right arm from hia body. He inllicted BCTcral other 
cute upoB ium bef«rc tim old man could sccuro his aword with 
Ina kft «niL DiwiDg got it he placed the acabbard under bis 
foot, drew furth the ^htde, snd cut Xuiida Pandoc acroea his 
cwivd arm vhich placed Ium bora de combat; and rashing out 
among the assailants lie rot down tvm more, vhea he vns shot 
dead by a third and noted robber, Oobcrac. Ebowaneedeen and 
others of the gang had cut down Eamadeen, and inflicted sevo- 
ni wounds upon liim as bo lay on the ground. Tho gang then 
plundered the house, and mode olT with property' to the value of 
<iae thousand and fifl^ rupees, leaving the fhther and both sons 
on the ground. The brave old father died soon t^tcr day break ; 
bat keTore be eiinred he named his assoihuits. 

The two yotiQgcst sons were too aevcrely wounded to admit of 
their puraiung the murderers of Hioir fiither, but their brother, 
Bhurat Pooree, got leave of absence, returned home ; and traced 
the leader of the gang, Kunda Pondee, to the house of one of 
bis relatives in the village of Kurroura, in Pyagpoor, where ho 
had had his wound sewn up and dressed, and Uy conoeoled. 
The fiunily thea tried, in vain, to get redress from all the 
local nuthurittes, none of whom considered it to be tiieit duty 
to look after murderers and robbers of tliis kind.* On tho 



* Oiptwn Weston tacceeded 
puidM^ «ha deiiribed to bim 
this kmd IB which be bad bee: 



•iresline this atrndnna g>Ulg Imdcr, Nnnda 
liantel]' miui; of Uie ouincniiis cnteiprueB <>f 
EDgsgrd, and Bccuiuil tu glorj m hia profKi- 
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road from Bubractch to Gungwal we saw very few grores m fine 
eiiiglc trees on cither aide. The water is doee to the auriace, and 
the soil good, but for the most part flooded during the nuns, 
and fit only for rice cultivation. To fit it for the culture of 
other autumn crops would require a great outlay in drainage ; 
and thia no one will incur without better security for the returns 
than the present government can afibrd. Bamdut Fandoo ia the 
greatest agriculCura] capitalist in these puts. 

On the 8th of December it had become known all over the city 
of Lucknow, that the king had promised Captain Bird, that he 
would bauish Qholam Buza and his sister, and Kotub Altee across 
the Granges ; and it was entered in the news writer's report, 
though Captain Bird had spoken of it to no one. He was asked 
by the minister whether he would excuse the king for not keep- 
ing his word so iar, and said be could not. He demanded an 

mau. He mentJoDed, that the Dum *rhnm we had aeai impended in the tm 
wu hii brother-in-Uw— that he had bad two other mcmben of hia gang killol 
bj the villagers on IhaC occasion, bat had sucreedod in carrying off their bo- 
^,;g_that GobcTBO, Bhuvancedwa and the rest of hia fuUowers woe still at 
large and prosacoting tbeir trade. Nunda Puidee was, bj the Resident, maili: 
oTcr for trial and puniahmcnt to the Darbor; and Gobcrae and Bbowaneedeen 
bavo since been arrestol and made o.cr also. They both acknowledged that 
they murdered the Gosacn in iho manner bIbvc dcsmbcd— May I85I. The 
Uahommedan law officer before whom tLo case was tried dedaral that he cotdd 
not according to law, admit, as valid, the evidence of the wife and two aons 
of the romdfMd Gosaen, because tliej were rrUtivca and pn>«eeators; and, as 
the robbers denied before him that they wera the mnrdercra, he coold no^ or 
pretended he could not, legally aentoneo them to poniahment. The king wm, 
in consdjnvnce, obliged to take Ihem from his Court, and get tbem aentenccJ 
to perpetual imprisonment by another Court, not trammelled by the Mme law 
of evidence. This diSeulty arises from Hood having ita /irice in money in the 
eonatry where (he law was made — or the Dtevl — any person who liad a ri^t 
to share in this Dteut, or price of bluod, waf, therefore, held to be an intalid 
or incompetent witness to the fact. 
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andiroco (if the king who tried to avoid a. mcetiTig by pleading 
indisposition; tut tho first Aasiatant, being verj' urgent, bo wns 
odmitted. He found the king in a email inner room lying on 
a cot ooTcred with a roBae or quilt. 

Tkere were closed doors on the side of tlio room wbcrc the cot 

tftooi, and Captain Bird perceived that pciisons were behind Ilst- 

«iuiig to tho conTenatioa. On the minister advancing to meet 

liim ait the door, Ca[>taiQ Bird declined taking his proffered hand, 

and in a loud voice declared— ^" that he believed tbdt ho woa 

" maxed »p with the fiddlers, and was afraid of their being ro- 

** mored, or he would Imve carried His Majesty's order for tbeir 

" dismissal into eflect." He then advanced to the king, shook 

him fcy the band, npologiied for mtrudiMg upon him after hia 

excuse of iUness, and tftated — "that his own charactt^ was ok 

** stake, OHd he bad been obliged to take this step to save it, 

•" and requcrted, that tho miniater might be told to retire during 

*' tke eonvCTsation, ae he had already shown hia partiality for 

*' the choracterg whom His Majesty had stigmatised as low, in- 

•* tsrig;u»g and natruatworthy — as ruinws of bis good name and 

*' his kingdom, laid tho cause of iU-foeling between the British 

•■ Governmeat and himself. The king expressed a wish ttiat tho 

" miiuflter might remain, that he might have an opportunity to 

" listen to what Captoia Bird had to state, as it appeared to 

*' be ag^st him. Captaui Bird replied, that he hod no com- 

" plaint to make i^ainst the minister — that hia object in coming 

" was, to claim the fulfilment of the promise, which Hia Majesty 

" bad so solemnly made to bim, to dismiss Gholom Buza and 

" his sister, and Kotub Allee, and send them across tho Ganges 

" — that he waa induced to demand this aiulience by the ininia- 

" ter's visit of the preceding evening, to ash him to oicuse Hia 

" Majesty's fulfilling the promise which he had made; and by 

" the written report given to bim that moiaisg by the newa 

m2 
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" writer, stating, tliat Hia Majesty Imd changed bis mind, and 
*■ pardoned the parties." 

The king declared that he hnd never given Capt. Bird any such 
promise- Capt. Bird then repeated to His Majesty the conversfttion 
which had taken place on that occasion. The king seemed to bo 
staggered ; but the minister came to his aid, and said — " that Ilis 
" Majeaty had ascertained &om Sadick AUco himself, tliat Gholam 
" Euza was not an accomplice in that ailiur," Captain Bird re- 
plied — " that tlio king had told him, that the deception had been 
" BO fully proved, that they were speechlefls j and that His Ma- 
*' jesty had spit in their faces." The king said " not in Gholam 
" Buza's. His sister and Kotub Allee are alone guilty." Captain 
Bird urged, that all wore alike guilty, and he besought the king 
to fulfill his promise, saying, — " that his, Captain Bird's, name 
was at stoke — that if the parties were not removed, tho nhole 
city would say, that tho king had bribed him, and bought off 
his promise." Tho king replied — " This is all nonaenso-— do you 
wish me to swear, that Gholam Buza is innocent, and that I 
" never gave the promise you mention ;" and, calling tho minister, 
ho placed his right hand on his head, and said, — " I swear, as if 
" this was my son's head, and by God, that I believe Gholam 
" Buza to bo entirely innocent; and that I never promised to 
" turn him out, or to send him across the Ganges." Captain 
Bird then heard a movement of feet in the next room behind the 
closed doors. Ho was horrified; but returning to tho charge said, 
" your Majesty has, at any rate, acknowledged the guilt of 
" Gholam Euza's sister, and that of Khotub Alice — pray fiilfill 
" your promise on the guilty." The king said — " "WTieu absent 
" &om my eight they ore as for off as across one hundred rivers. 
" I know they are intriguers, and shall keep my eyes upon 
" them." Captain Bird said — " I have reported the circumstances 
« of the case thus far to the Bealdent. Your Majesty has mode 
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*' me a pMticipator in the breaking of your word. I have told 
" Colonel Sleeman you would turn these men out." The king 
said — "this case has reference only to my house — it has no con- 
" nection with the Gfovemment; but if you wish to use force, 
" take me also by the beard, and puli me jfrom my throne !" 
Captain Bird said — ^ I pray your Majesty to recollect how often, 
** when force might have been used, under your own sign ma- 
" Tvaal and seal, on these fiddlers interfering in State affairs, the 
" Besident has hesitated to put your written permission for their 
** removal into force; and now who can be your friend, or save 
** you from any danger, which may hereafter threaten your life, 
«» OP your well being. I must, of course, report all to the Ee- 
** fiddent.^' The minister now said — ** Yes, report to the Eesident, 

that the king has changed his mind, broken his word, and will « . 

not fulfid his promise; and ask for permission to employ direct y^^""^^^ 

** force for the removal of these men — see if he will give per- 
** mission." Captain Bird replied — ** that any orders he received 
"" &om the Besident would certainly be carried into effect; but 
*' if His Majesty^s own acknowledgement of the deceitfulness of 
** these men, and their intriguing rascality were not sufficient to 
** induce him to remove them — if the king set so little value on 
" his promise, a promise now known to the whole city, and 
** which he must, in self-defence, now speak openly of, he fore- 
saw the speedy downfall of the kingdom. Who, said he, will 
subject themselves to be deceived in an endeavour to prop it 
** up by the removal of those who were living on its heart's 
" blood, or be made liars by reporting promises never to bo 
" fulfilled," Thus ended this interview. 

The next day Sadick Alice had a dress of honor conferred 
upon him, and an increase of one himdred rupees a month made 
to hia salary; and Gholam Buza, and his relative the fiddler, 
Aneea-od Dowla, were seated behind His Majesty in his carriage 
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and four, and paraded tliroiigli the city, aa in full posaeasion of 
hia favor. After tbe king had oliglited from the carriage at the 
palace, the coachman drove the two singers to their apartincmta 
in the Mukbura, seated bb before in the khuwaa, or hind scat.* 

On the 10th, I had written to Captain Bird to mention tho 
distinction which he appeared to have ever lo^cd in hia z«a! to 
get the fiddlers removed. The offence with which these persona 
stood charged in this case, was a personal aflront to the king, 
or on aSront to bia understanding ; and not any interference 
with tho administration of the government ; and the first Assistant 
wna requested by the Resident to wait upon Kia Majestj-, merely 
vitfa a view to encourage him in his laudable resolution to 
banish them, and to offer his ud in doing so, should Ilia Ma- 
jesty manifest any wish to have it; and not to demand their 
punishment on the part of the British Government, In the ono 
case, if the king promised to punish the offenders, and relented 
and forgave them, wo could only regret his weakness; but in 
tho other, if he promised to punish them and Mted to do so, 
wo should consider it due to the character of our Government, 
to insist upon the fulfillment of hia promise. On tho evening of 



* Oa the 2aih el Ms; iSbO, the king caiued the chief singer, Gholun Eom, 
hia father, Nathoo, his siater, and her husband, Dummun Khan, Gholam Hjitr 
Khan, Kotub AJlec, his brother. Sahib AUee, and the females of his hanaj, 
in all fourteen persona, to be seised and mnfined in prison. On ll« 2d of 
Jime, aU but Gholam Rn» and Donimun Klian. were transported ocnw the 
Ganges mlo British f«riloryi and, on the 23d of July, these two men weia 
tiMsportcd b the same manner. The immodinto cause of IJie king's anger ww 
tho di«overy, that his divorced and banishiHl wife, Surofrai mahal, h«J aetanU, 
romc back, and remained concealed for wren days and seren night* in the 
palace, in the apartments of tbe chief singer, Gholam Roia. Tbej were all 
mado to disgorge the Company's notes and jeweU found upon them, but tho 
king *is!ted Gholam Run tbe day before hU depaHure, and trfntcd him with 
great ktndnegi, and seemed very eony to part willi him. 
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the nth I gnt t!ie aboTc report of hU interview with the king 
firom Captaiu Bird; ami, ou the 12th, I wrote to toll hini, that 
I considered him to have ad«d very indiscreetly — that ho hod 
brouglit thia vexation »nd mortificfttion upon hiniBelf by hia ovcr- 
weeuing confidoBce in hia personal influence over the king — that 
he ought to have waited for instructions from me, or, nt least, 
JOF ft i^y fi^in ^^ to his letter, regarding tlio fbrmei interview 
at Court — that I could not now giv« him the support he rc- 
4]uiied, fH I could neither demand that his requisitions should 
be complied with, nor tell the king tliat I approved of them — 
that he had been authoiiscd by me to act on his own discro- 
tion in any case of great emercy, but this could not be con- 
sidered of such a character, for no evil or inconvenience was 
to be apprehended from a day or two's delay, since tlio ques- 
tion really was whether ilia Itlajcaty ahotild have a dozen fid- 
dlers or only ten.* 

* In tbe bogimdng of September IB&O, Uie king bcoame enamoured with one 
of Ilia mother's waiting mruds, and demaniled hei in manis^. She was hii 
piotber'i EiTtiritc bol fellow, and «l)c hquJiI not part with her. The king be- 
mne angrj, and to soothe him, hta mother told him, tjiat it hb« porelj oat 
of iRgard for him and hia children, that ebe refnecd to port with this younK 
woman — that sTie had a "tinnpan," or the coiled flguru of a snalto in the 
bwr on the bade of her nock. No man will purchase a horac with euch a 
mark, or believe that any family can be safe ill which a horse or mare with mcli 
K mark ia kept. His mother told him, that if iiu cohabited with a woman, 
hsring SDch a mark, be nad all bis diildren mnet perish. The king Bud Uiat 
he n^bt probably have, among Ids manjr wives, some with maiki of lliis 
kind; and tliat thii might account for his freqncnt attarks of palpitations of 
the heart. " No doubt. laid tho old Queen Downger, we have lon^ thonght 
** Mi bat yonr Majuitir gets into aurb a towering passion, when we venture ta 
" (peak of your wives, that we have been afVnid to give eiprcssinn to iiur 
« thoughts and fears." Ptrliaps, s^d iho king, 1 may owe to tliis the death, 
tatrijr, of my poor am, the heir npporent. " We have long thought so, said 
" hit nuthcT." The chiet eunutU, Busheer, waa forthwith onkred ta inspect 
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Deeemlier 14, 1840. — Camo on twelve miles to Oonda. The 
couutry well Btudded with grovea and fine single trees — the Mil 
naturally fertile, and water near tlie surface. Cultivation good 
about GonUa, and about eome of tjie villaRea along the road 
it is not bad; but there is no where any sugar cane to be seen 
beyond a small garden patch. The country is bo wretchedly 
etoclced with cattle, that little manure is available for till^e. 

The Bulrampore Eajab, a lively, sensible and active young man, 
joined mo this morning, and rode along by the side of my ele- 
phant, with the capitalist, Bamdut Pandee, the Nazim, Mohommed 
HuBsnn, and old Bukhtawar Sing, the brother of the late Dur- 
Bun |Sing, whom I have often mentioned in this Diary. Bojah 
Bukhtawar Sing is the king's Mohtaniin, or Quarter Master Ge- 
neral of the Eesident's camp. The Bajah of Toolaeopore also, 
who has been ousted by his son from his estate, joined mo last 
night; but he was not well enough to ride with me. Dogs 
hawks and panthers attend for Bport, but they afford little or no 
amusement. Ilawking is a very dull and very cruel sport. A 



Ilie buck of the nwks of all save that of the chief ronsort, llic motlirr of 
rhc late and present heir oi'iiarenL He reported Ihnt he hsd found the falal 
•mark upon the nerka of no lc8H than eight of the kui^s wives, Ni»h«t mahal, 
Knorahcd mahnl, Soalecman mahal, Hu/rut mnhal. Dara Begum, Ilurcc Begum 
CbatiK Domain, and Humit Begnm. The chief priest was summonetl, and the 
divorce, ftom the whole eight, pronounced forthwith; and the ladies wore ordcr- 
«l to diTHut with »U that Ihey had saved, while in the [mlace. Some of thrir 
iiricndi niggestcd tA His Majesty, that MahominedanB were but unskilful jadgcs 
in audi matters, and that a Court of Urnhmina should bo assembloi, aa they 
had whole volumes ilevotod exclusively \a tliis leimcf. The moat learned wer. 
roltdotod, and they declared, that though there were marks resembling, in son.e 
dcgn^e, the tamptm, it was of no imporlannt; and Ibc cvQ it threatened 
might be avartcd by singing the head of the snake with a hot iron. Tlie 
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^enoa murt liwonic inseoslhle lo ihu suflLTiiiga of t!ie moat beau- 
tiful aud mo at iii offensive of the brute creation, before lie can 
fieel any enjoj-nieiit in it. The cruilty lies chiefly in tbe mode 
of tmling tbe bawliH. I have ordcrHl ail these hunting nniuiols 
to return to Lucknow. 

Although the perional character of tbe Toolix?cpoor Haiiih is not 
Kspccted, that of his aoa ia much worse ; and the Bulrampoor 
Rajah and other large Lindholders in the neighbourhood, would 
tiiiite and restore him to the poRsesftinn of bia estate ; but the 
Kxiim is held responsible ibr their not nioving in the luattcr, 
in order that the influential pcrminB about the Court maj have 
the plucking of it at their teieuro. The better to inauro this, 
two companies cf one of the king's Begiments havo boon hitely sent 
out «ritb two guns, to see that the son ii not moJeeted in the 
pomeaaion.* The Toolseopoor estate citcndrf along from east to 
^ecst for about one hundred miles, in a belt of from nine to 
twel™ milea wide, upon the Houthom bonier of tlmt part of tlio 
Oude Tnrao forest, which we took from Kepaul in 1B15, and 
made over to the Oude government by tbo treaty of tho 11 th 
liny 1816, in lieu of tho one crore of rupees which our Gorem- 
ment borrowed from Oudo for the conduct of that war. The 
rent roll of Toolseepoor is now from two to throe locks of rupees 
a year; but it pays to the Oudo government a revenue of only 
% ODe Uek and five thousand, over and above gratuities to influen- 
tial officers. The estate comprises that of Baiiki-e, which was 
held by a Bajah Kuusa. Dan Bahador, the father uf the present 
Bi^ah of Toolaccpoor, attacked him one night in 1882, pat faim 



* ^U9 father was resforcd lo liis eilato in ISbO, and llio ion llcil ^tun to 
1^ Garactpuoi distrid. l\e bwaoie reconcik'd to \di ratlier some iiintithB after, 
IhrDO^ tbe medistion of tW magialnte, Mr. Chcatir, and retumal to Toul- 
■etponr. Tbe btber and son, however, distrusted each otlm too much to Uts 
kng togetbcT tm BmUsbie tcnoe, oad tbe mo iaa gone off tgtia lo Gcradcpoor. 
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nnd aomo (vro liuiiiln'd and fi% ol' liiB followcre and family to 
«ltabli, aad absorbtKl the estate, ^tfahngoo, the brother of £uiisa, 
escaped and Bought redress from the Oudo Durbar, but he bad 
no money and could get no redress ; and, in despair, be went 
off to seek employment in Kcpaul, and died soon after. Dan 
Bahader, enriched by the pillage of Baniee, came to LncknoT, 
and purchased permiseion to incorporate Banke with hia old 
estate of Toolsecpoor. 

Kbyrcegbiir and £uncbunpoor, on the weatem border of that 
forest, were made over by us to Oude at the same time, aa 
port of the cession. They had been ceded to our Gonermnent^ 
by the treaty of 1801, at an estimated value of tno hundred 
and ten thousand; but up to 1816, they had never yielded to 
Its fifty thousand rupees a year. They had, however, formerly 
yielded from two to -three lakha of rupees s year to the Oude 
government; and, under good management, may do bo again; 
but, &t presoDt, Oude drawa from them a revenue of only 
Biiteen thousand, and that with difficulty. The rent roll, how- 
ever, exceeds two himdred thousand; and may, in a few years, 
amount to double that sum, as population and tillage are rapid- 
ly extending. 

The holders of KhjTcegur and Kunchunpoor are always in n 
state of resistance against the Oude government, and cannot bo 
coerced into the payment of more than their sixteen thousand » 
rupees a year; anil himdreds of lives have been sacrificed in the 
collection of this sura. The climate is so bad, that no people 
from the open country can venture into it for more than four 
months in the year — from the beginning of December to the end 
of March. The Oude government occasionally sends in a body of 
troops to enforce the payment of an increased demand during thesb 
four montha. The landholders and cultivators retire before tliom, 
and thCT- are euro to be drirea out by tho pestilence, with great 
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montha; and the UniUioldera refuae to pay 



l<i»s of life, in a fc' 
atoy thiug for aoiae yoara after, on tho ground, tiiat aU their 
liarveste were detttroyed by the troops. Tlie reet of the Tarao 
lands ceded hkd Kttle of tillage or population at that time, uid 
no govcmmeut could be leea calculated than that of Oude, to mako 
the looBt of its capabiiitiett. It had, therefore, in a fiacal point 
of riew, but a poor equivalent for H« crorc of rupees; but it 
gained a great polilical advantage, in confining the Nepanlese to 
the hiUa on ila bordDr. Before thia armngoment took j^ec there 
used to be frequent disputes, and oi'i.-ajsioaally BCrioua coUitfioiia 
1)etweoa the local authorities about buundaries, whkh were apt 
to ezcit« tbe angry feelings of tho sovereigns of both States, and 
to render the interposition of the paramount power indispeusible. 

It wai at Bhinga, on the left bank of the Babtee river, in 
the Gonda district, and eight ntiJos north east from BulrampoOT, 
that Mr. George RaveBscroft, of the Bengal Civil Sejriice, was 
murdered on the night of tho 6th May 1823. He hod been the 
collector of the land revenue of the Cawnporo diatrict for many 
yean ; tut, haviDg taken from the treasury a very large sum of 
money, and spent it in lavish bospltality aod unsucceEwful specu- 
lations, ho absconded with hia wife and chUd, tmd found an 
asylum with the Rajah of Bhuiga, on the border of the Oude 
Tarac, where be intended to establish himself as an indigo phmt- 
er. strict search was being made for him througlK>ut India by 
the British Govemment, and his residence at Bliinga was con- 
cealed from the Oude government by tho local nutlioriticB. The 
Bajah made over to him a portion of land for tillage, and a 
suitable place in a mango grove, about a mile from his fort, to 
baOd a house upon. Ho built one after the llindooatanco fashion, 
with bamboos and grass from the adjoining jungle. It conaisti.'d 
of a sitting room, bed room, and batliing room, all in a line, 
and forming one side of a quadrangle, aftid facing inaide, with 
f2 
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only one small door on the outside, opening into the bathing 
room. The other three sides of the quadrangle consisted of 
stables, servants houses, and out offices, aU facing inside, and 
without any entrances on the outside, save on the front side, 
facing the dwelling house, where there was a large entrance.* 

The Eajah, Seo Sing, was a worthy old man. He had four 
sons, Surubjeet Sing, the eldest, Omrow Sing, Kaleepurkas Sing, 
and Jypurkas Sing. The eldest was then married, and about the 
age of twenty-five. The other three were still boys. The old 
man left the management of the estate to the eldest son — 
a morose person — who led a secluded life, and was never 
seen out of the female apartments, save twice a year, on the 
festival of the hooley, and the anniversary of his marriage. Mr. 
Savenscrofb had never seen or held any communion with him, 





* Plan of Mr. kaTenscroft's house. 
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ssTp tliroiigli his bther, brathera op sorvants ; but ho wa^ in the 
habit of (Uily seeing and converaing witb the father and his other 
WDfl, on the moit frieDdl; terms. The eldest eon becamt^ alonn- 
«d, wlien he «aw Mr. Eavenaeroft begin to plant indigo, and 
prepare to canstruct VAta for tlio manuractura ; and apprehended, 
that he would go on encroaching till ho took the wliolo estate 
from him, unless he was made away with. He, thoriTforc, hired 
a gong of Bhuduk dacoits from the neighbouring fortst of the 
Oude Torae, to put him to death, after he had been four moDtha 
At Bhinga. During thie time Mrs. Kavenscrofl had gone on one 
occaaion to Cnwnpoor, and oa another to Seerora, on buBtneea. 

Bhinga lies SO miles north-cast from Seerora, where tho pre- 
sent 20th Regiment of Native Infantry, under the command of 
Colonel Patton, waa then cantoned. On the 6th of May 1S23, 
Ensign Piatt, of that corpa, had come out to see him. In tho 
erBning, the old Bajah and his second and third Bona came to 
Fisit Mr. Bayenacroft, as usual, and they sat conversing with tho 
&mily, on the most friendly terma, till nine o'clock, when thev 
took leave, and Mrs. BavenBcroft, with her child and two fcmalo 
attendants, retired to the alee^ing room in the house. Ensign 
Plittt went to his small eleeping tent outside tho quadranglo, 
under a mangoe tree. This teut was just large enough to admit 
iiis small cot, and a few block tin, travelling boxes, which ho 
piled away inside, to the right and left of his bed. Mr. Baveu- 
Bcroft slept on a cot in the open air, in the quadrangle, a few 
paces froia tho door, leading to Mrs. fiavonscroft's sleeping apart- 
ment. He had that night lefb hia arms in the sitting room, and 
&iaign Piatt had none with him. Mr. Eavenaeroft was the hand- 
somest and most athletic European gentleman then in India; and 
one of tho moat Dspert in the use of the sword and shield. 

Hia servants had been accustomed to stand sentry, by turns, 
at the entrance of the quadrangle, and it was his groom, Mun- 
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l>een relieved by tho chovrkeedar, Bhowaneedeen ; but in the 
middle of bia watch, he roused the chowkeedar, and told him, 
that ho had been taken Huddenly ill, and inust go to hia house 
for relief. The chowkeedar told him, that ho might go at oaoe, 
and ho wuuhl get up and take his place iEoniediatolj ; but be 
lay down and noon feU asleep again. 

About eleven o'clock the whole quadrangle waa filled by m 
gang of about aixty dacoits, who Bet their torches in a bhize, 
and began to attack Mr. Eavenacroft with their apeara. He 
Bprffiig up and called loudly for hia Bword and shield, but there 
vas no one to bring them. Ho received sereral spears through hia 
body, as he made for the door of Mrs. Eavonscroft'a apartment, 
calling out to her ia English to fly and save herself and child; 
snd defending himself aa well as he could with hia naked airaa. 
Mosahib — a scnant who slept by hia cot — got to Mrs. Baren- 
Bcroft'a room and assisted her to escape with her child and two 
female attendants through the bathing room to the outside. A 
party had been placed to stab Ensign Flatt with their long 
spears, through the sides of hia amaU tent ; but they pasaed 
through and through the block-tin boiea, and roused without 
hurting him. He rushed out and attempted to defend himself by 
eeizing tho spears of his assailants; but he received several of 
them through his anna. He made for the entrance to the qna- 
dranglc, and there, by the blaze of the torches, saw Mr. H»- 
venscroft still endeavouring to defend himself, but covered with 
blood, which woa atreaming from hia wounds and mouth. 

On seeing Enaign Piatt at the entrance, he staggered towards 
him, but the dacoits made a rush at Ensign Fhitt with their spears 
at the same time. Ho saved himself by springing over a thick 
and thorny hedge on one aide of the quadrangle, and ran round 
behiud to the small door loading into tho bathing room, which 
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ho reatlifd iu time to Rssist Mrs. Kavcuiicroft to escape, as the 
ducoka were Ibrouig tbeir nay through tho screen into her bed 
room from the Bitting room. As soon aa lie san her andor tho 
shade of the trees beyond the bhize of tho toicbeB, he left her 
and her child, and the two female attondantB to tbe care of 
Hosahib -, and went round to the entrance in search of her hufi- 
band. He had got to b tree, outside the entrazic^ isto whiuh 
J>eeiia, Eoaign Piatt's servant, had climbed to eaTo himself, as 
aoon as ho saw his master attacked, and was leaning against it i 
bat, on seeing Ensign Fktt, he again staggered towards him, 
flaying faintly but, bus — enough, enough — these were tixs last 
Tords he was heard to utter ; uid must have referred to tho 
e8c^)e of his wife lUkd child, of which be bad become eonscioua. 
By this time the gang had made off with tho little booty they 
&und. On attacking Mr. Bavenscroit at first, some of them wore 
heard to say — " you bavc ruu Irom Cawnpoor to come and seize 
upon tho estste of Bhinga — but wc will settle you." 

Mis. fiaveuBcroft, her iu&int, and female attendantB, rcmmed 
concealed under tho shade of the trees, and her husband was 
BOW token to her with eighteen apear wounds tliruugh his body. 
The Bojah and his two young sons soon after made their appear- 
BDOe, and in the evening tho survivors wcro all tahen by tbe 
old man to a spacious building, close outside the fort, where 
they received every possible attention j but the eldest son never 
mode his appcoianco. Out of the twenty-nine men who composed 
the party, when tho attack commenced, seven had been killed 
nud eighteen wounded. Mr. Eavcnscroft died during tho night 
of tho 7th, after groat suiTering. Ho retained bia cousciousnesa 
till near tho last; but tho blood continued to flow from hia 
month, and he could articulato nothing. On the morning of 
the 8tli, ho was buried in the grove, and ilnaign Clatt read 
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his grnvi'. Jlra. Riireiisoroft and her 
cfaikl wero taken to Colonel Fattou, at Socrora, and soon aHer 
ecnt bj hira to Lucknow. 

On the lOth he reported tho circumstances of thU murder to 
the Ecaident, Mr. Eicketts; and sent him the namftWei of Mobh- 
Jiih and Deena; and his report, with transUtions of these nart*- 
tivee, noB eubmitted by the Besident to OoTemment on the 12th 
of that month. But in these narratives no mention whatever was 
made of n British officer having been present at the murder, and 
the burial of Mr, Eavenscroft, This suppression arose, no doubt 
from the apprehonBion that Government might he displeased to 
find, that the military authorities at Sccrora had become aware 
of Mr. EavcnsCToft's residence at Bhinga without reporting the 
circnmstance to Oovcmmcnt ; and still more so to find, that he 
had been there visited by a British officer, when search was being 
made for him tboughout India. 

In acknowledging the receipt of the Eesidcnt's letter on the 
SSrd of May, the Secretary, Mr. George Swinton, observes, that 
the Governor General in Council concludes, that he shall receive 
H more full and satisi'actory report on the subject from Colonel 
Patton than that to which hia letter had given cover, since ho 
considered that report to be very imperfect — that one of tlio 
tiarrators, Mosahib, states, that he himself conducted Mrs. Baven- 
Wroft and her child to a neighbouring village, and yet he brought 
no message whatever from that lady to Colonel Patton at Secre- 
ra— that none of the wounded people or servonta of the dectiBsed, 
except Deena, appear to have found their nay to Sccrora, though 
four days liad elapsed from the date of the murder to that of 
the despatch of the report — ^that the body seemed to have been 
liastily interred by the people of the village, without any notice bar- 
ing been seat to the officer commanding the troops at Sectors— 
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t Burli an atrocious outrage ae that deacrihed in these narrativeB, 
on the ppraoD of S eubjoct and servant of the British Govern- 
ment, demanded the eicrtion of every effort to ascertain tlie real 
facts of the case by local inquiry ; yet it did not appear, thnt 
any person had been despatched to the spot, to verify the evidence 
<if the two men examined by Colonel Fatton, or to clear up the 
doubts to which all these circumstances muat naturally have given 
rise— Dor did it appear, that the defects in Colonel Fatton's report 
bad occurred to the Beaidcnt, or that he hod directed any further 
inquiry to be made. 

The Ecsident wae, therefore, directed to instruct Colonel Fattco, 
to depute one or more British officers to the place where the 
oiurder was said to hare been perpetrated, with orders to hold an 
inquiry on the spot in communication with the king of Oude's 
officers, to take the evidence at the wounded men, and that of any 
othn- persona who might have been witnesses to any part of the 
transaction, and to the burial of Mr. Bavenacroft ; and to eia- 
uine tbe grave in which the body of the deceased was said to 
have been deposited — and further, to call upon Colonel Fatton to 
state, whether any information had previously reached Secrora of 
Mr. Bavenscroft'a actually residing at Bhinga, or at any other place 
within the dominions of the king of Oude, His Lordship in 
Council was, Mr. Swinton saya, satisfied, &oin the known huraa^ 
nitf of Colonel Patten's character, that every possible aid and 
comfort had been extended to Mrs. Bavenacroft and her child ; and 
the information which that lady and her attendants must have it 
in their power to give, could not £ul to place the whole ^uir iu 
its proper light. 

Extracts from this letter were sent by the Heaident to Colonel 
Fatton, on the 2nd of June, with a request, that he wonld adopt 
immediate measures, to carry the orders of Government into effect ; 
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and reply to the question, whether any information of Mr. Baven- 
Bcroft^a residing at Bhinga had previously reached him. A com- 
mittee of British officers was assembled at Bhinga on the 11th 
June, and their proceedings were transmitted to the Besident on 
the 18th of that month; but the committee, for some reasons 
stated in the report, did not examine '^ the grave in which the 
body of the deceased was said to have been deposited.*' Though 
in this committee, Ensign Flatt stated, that he was present when 
the murder was perpetrated — ^that he attended the deceased till he 
died the next night, and performed the funeral ceremonies over 
tiie body on the morning of the 8th — still he seemed to narrate 
the circumstances of the event with some reserve, while there 
was a good deal of discrepancy in the evidence of the other eye 
wi^iesses, as recorded in the report, seemingly from the dread of 
compromising Ensign Piatt. 

The Besident did not, therefore, think that Government would 
be satisfied with the result of this enquiry; and, on the 20th of 
June, he directed Colonel Patton, to reassemble the committee at 
Bhinga, and require it to hold an inquest on the body, and take 
the depositions of all the witnesses on oath. On the same day 
the Besident reported to Government what he had done. The 
second committee proceeded to Bhinga, and, on the ISth of July, 
Colonel Patton transmitted its report to the Besident, who sub- 
mitted it to Government on the 17th of that month. The com- 
mittee had taken the evidence of the witnesses on oath, and held 
an inquest on the body; but in doing so it had been necessaiy 
to dig through the tomb, which Mrs. Bavenscrofib had, in the in- 
terval, caused to be erected over the remains of her husband; 
and, at the suggestion of Colonel Patton, this tomb was rebuilt 
and improved at the cost of Government, who were perfectly 
satisfied with the result. 



DtABT OP A TOUR TBROroH ODDE. 107 

But, in it* reply, 4Mti the SlaC July, GoTenunpat very jaat- 
ly reinarka, tb&t tU the UDneeesBBry trouble wliich had attended 
this inTestigatton, aa well aa the rery punful step of having the 
body diB interred, which the St^Bideat fuuud hiaueli' compelled to 
adopt, in obedience to its orders, amae from a want ol' those 
«bvi«ua prei:autioQS ia the firat instance, which ought to have 
su^eeted themstJreB to Colonel Pottan. Had he made the re- 
quisite e&qvires at Secrora, he mist hare Leomt, that an English 
officer, belongsg to his own Segiment, had beeai preeeut at the 
krtennent, had been wounded 'when Mr. Bavenscroft was mui^ 
dered; and, for a time, rendered ua£t for duty. The facts aince 
deposed to «u oath by Guaiga Piatt, might hare been elicited, 
and his teatimony, if necesMuy, might have been confirmed by 
the evidence of the widow «f the deceased; and had such cod- 
cIuaiTe evidence been eubmitted to Gkiv^nmont is the firet in- 
stance, the doubts eidtod by the extraordinary circmaataoces of 
the whole affiur, would never have existed. When ordered on 
the inquiry to Bhinga, had Ensign Piatt at once declared at 
Secrora, that he could there afford all the iaformation required, 
aa to the fact of the murder and interment of the body, the 
Becessitj^ of further inquiry on the spot would have been obviat- 
ed. He hod apparently been deterred &om doing this by the 
apprehension of compromising both himself and his commanding 
officer. Colonel Patton had no knowledge of Mr. BavenBCloft 
being at Bbioga, though he had heard a rumour of Mb being 
aomewhere in the Oude territory; and, in hla application for a 
few day's leave, linaigu Flatt made no mention of hint or of hia 
intention to viait hint. Tliis is stated in a subsequent letter 
from Colonel Patton to the Eesident, dated 27th of Aug. 1823. 

The opinion, that the Eajah had nothing whatever to do with 
the murder, and that the gang was secretly hired for the purpose 
o2 
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by his eldest son, Surubjeet, has been confirmed hj time, and is 
now universal among the people of these parts. He died soon 
after of dropsy, and the people believe that the disease was caus- 
ed by the crime. He left an only son, Erishun Dutt Siog: The 
Bajah, Seo Sing, survived his eldest son some years; and, on hia 
death, he was succeeded by Krishun Dutt Sing, who now leads 
precisely the same secluded life that his {a,ther led, and leaves 
the management of the Bhinga estate entirely to his only surviv- 
ing uncle, Kaleepurkas Sing, the youngest of the two boys who 
visited Mr. Bavenscroft on the evening of the murder. The 
other three sons of the old Bajah are dead. The actual perpe- 
trators of the murder were never punished or discovered. Mrs. 
Bavenscroft afterwards became united in marriage to the Besident 
at the time, Mr. Mordaunt Bicketts, and still lives. What be- 
came of her child I know not. rH ^ ^3 



^ ^'l find tibat this diild— • boy—was drowned at the Lucknow Residency^ 
some iims after iui mother^a marriage with the Regident, Mr. Mordannt 
y ^fi^P- He bad been shut pp by hia mother in a bathing room for soma 
fyxiHi aad^ looking into a bathing inb at hia image in the wster^ he lost hia 
tMda&tt!, fell in, and was drowned. When tho serrinttl went to l«t him out 
I2tfj finnd bim q^t% dead*'. W. H. 8. 
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DatenAef IS, 1840.— Wiueergange. Oa tfad way fhui Mornmgv 
>9re passed Koorassa, whieh is Said once to haire been the capi- 
tal of a formidable Bajali, the bead tyf tbe Et^tms tribe oif 
Bajpoots. The yiliages whkh we 9Be ^ong the rdad seem betted 
wd bett^ peopled and provided with cattle. The soil not natu- 
tally fery fertile, btlt yields fine returns unde^ good eulture, 
^naaiupe Snd iifigation. Water ereiy where vety near the surfiico. 
)Ihe place is called afbef the then Nawah Wuaeery Asuf^od Dow« 
lidi, who built a icountry seat her^ with all appurtenances of 
^nosquoi courts^ dwelling houses, A;c. &c., on the vetge of a fine 
lake, formed in the bid bed of the Ohagra river, with tillage 
and r^ure extending down to the water's edge. The garden 
Wall, which Burfounds a large space t>f ground, well provided 
with fruit and ornamental trees, is built of burnt bricks^ and still 
entire. The late minister, Ameen«od Dbwkh, persuaded his mas- 
ter^ Amjad Allee 8hah, to give this garden and the lands around, 
with which it had been endowed, to his moonshee, Baker Alle^ 
Khan, who now resides at Fyzabad, and subsists upon the rents 
which he derives from them, eSid which are sl^d to be about 
twelve hundred rupees a year. 

The Bulrampoor Bajah^ Bamdut Pandee, the bankel*, and Bajah 
Bukhtawar Sing^ rode with me this morning. The Sajah (^ Bul- 
rampoor is an intelligent and pleasilig young man. Ho was a 
child when Mr. Eavenscrofb was killed^ but said he had heard, 
that the Bhinga chief had suffered for the shaie which he had 
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died within 



had in the munler — -Ub bodj swelled, 
nontb cr two. " If men'e bodies swelled for murder, mj friend, 
" wo alunild have no end of swelled bodies in Oude — and among 
" the rest that of Prethee Put's, of Paaka. Their bodies all 
" BweU, sooner or later, said old Bukhtawar Sing, when they 
*' commit such atrociaoB crimes, und Prethee Put's will begin to 
" swell when he finds that you are inquiring into his. I am 
*' a&aid, niy fiienda, that the propensity to commit them has 
" become inveterate — one man heurs that imother has obtained 
** lands or wealth by the murder of his father or brother, and 
" does not rest till he has attempted to get the same by tite 
" murder of his, for he sees no man punished for such Crimea 
" It is not all nor many of our clan, (llajpoot«) said the Sajah 
*• of Bulrampoor, that can or will do this — we never unite our 
" eons or daughters in marriage with the family of one who ii 
" so stmned with crimes. Prethee Put and ail who do as he has 
" done, must seek an union with tamilies of inferior caste." I 
asked him whether the people, in the Tars« forest, were still 
nfraid to point out Tigers to sportsmen. " I was httefy out 
" with a party after a Tiger, he said, which had killed k ocnr- 
• herd, but his compauiona refused to point out any tmee of 
" him, saying, that their relative's spirit must be now riding 
" npoD his head, to guide him &om all danger, and we should 
" have DO chance of shooting him. We did shoot him, however, 
" said the Bajah, exultingly, and they were all, oftem-ards, very 
" glud of it. The Tigers in tiie Tarae do not often kill mem, 
" sir, for they find plenty of deer and cattle to eat. Can you 
*• ten me, B^ah Sahib, why it is that among the Arabs, the 
" lioo is called ' ike father of cultivation,' ' abol hwi, «• 0*0 
" iarit.' No, replied the Hajah, it is an odd name for a beast 
■> that feeds on nothing but the flesh of deer, cattle and men. It 
*' is, I n^ipoBe, Bajab Satub, because ho feeds opon the deer, 
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£tyatu of Tai^»eepoor and Bulrampoor, and all the nieivluintB 
and respectable landholderB in these parta aastire ine, that all tin 
iarge colonies of Bhaduks, or gang robbers by hcreditarj- profes- 
sion, wto boA, for BO Tnaoy generations, up to A. D. ISJfl, been 
located in the Oade Tara« forest, have eirtirely disappeared under 
the openttion of the "Special PoKce" of the Thuggee and Dacoi- 
tee Department, ^ded and supported by the Onde gorenuneDt ; 
and that nut one famSy of them can now be found any where 
in Oud«. They have not been driwn mit an forraeTly, to n~ 
tnra as soon aa the tempurary pressure ceased, but hunted down 
and punished or made to blend with the rest of society in Bei> 
vice OF at honest labour. 

Ikeemher 16, 18-19.— Nawab gunge, eight miles, over a plain of 
tiie same good soil, but not much better cultivated. The p«op1ft 
tell me, that garden tillage is now almost unknown in these dis- 
friets; firat, because kachies or gardeners (here called moraee) 
harii^ been robbed, ruined, and driven into exile by Bugbbus 
Sing, cannot be induced to return to and reside in places, where 
they would have bo little chance of reaping the fruits of their 
labour; and, secondly, because there are no people left, who can 
aTord to purchase their garden produce. They toll me also, that 
the best classea of onlinary cultivators, the Koormiea and Lod- 
heee, h&ve been almost all driven out of the district firom the 
same cause. The facts are manifest — there are no gardeners, and 
but few Koormiea and Lodhees left; and, there ia, in conse- 
quence, little good tilli^ of any kind, and still less of gar- 
den cultivation. 

The Bajiih of Bulrampoor and Itamdut Fondee, the bonier, 
rode with me, and related the popular tradition regarding the 
head of the Kulhuns family of Bajpoots, Achul Sing, who, about 
a century and a quarter ago, reigned over the district, interren- 
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ing between Gonda and Wuzeer Ounge, and resided at his capi- 
tal of Kooiaasa. The Eajah had a dispute with one of his land- 
holders, whom lie could not get into his power. He requested 
liuton Fandee, the banker, . to mediate a reconciliation, and invite 
the landholder to an amicable adjustment of accounts, on a pledge 
of personal security. The banker consented, but made the Sajah 
swear by the lUver Satjoo, which flowed near the town, that he 
should be received with courtesy, and escorted back safely. The 
landholder ^i^lied on the banker^s pledge and came; but the 
Sajah no sooner got him into his power, than he caused him to 
be put to death. The banker could not consent to live under 
the dishonor of a violated pledge; and, abstaining from food, died 
in twenty-one days, invoking the vengeance of the JRher Sarjoo, on 
the head of the perfidious Prince. In his last hours the bank- 
er was visited by one of the Eajah's wives, who was then preg- 
nant, and implored him to desist from his purpose in mercy to 
the child in her womb; but she was told by the dying man, tiiab 
he could not consent to survive the dishonor brought upon him 
by her peijured husband; and that she had better quit the place 
and save herself and child, since the incensed river Sarjoo would 
certainly not spare any one who remained with the Sajah. She 
did so. The banker died, and his death was followed by a sud- 
den rise of the river and tempest. The town was submerged, 
and the Sajah with all who remained with him perished. Tha 
ruins of the old town are said to be occasionally still visiUe^ 
though at a great depth under the water in the old bed of the 
Sarjoo, which forms a fine lake, near the present village of Koo- 
rassa, midway between Gonda and Wuzeer Gunge. 

The pregnant wife fled, and gave birth to a son, whose des- 
cendant is now the head of the Kulhuns Eajpoots, and the Sa- 
jah of Bahmanee Paer, a district on the eastern border of Oudo 
towards Goruckpoor. But, it is a remarkable fact, that the mAl^ 
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descendante Iirtc been all blind &om their birth, or, kt least, 
the reigaing pi»rtii>a of them, and the present Bajah is said to 
have two blind boqs. This is popularly cooaidered to be one of 
the eflocta of the Rajah's violated pledge to tho banker. A hand- 
maid of the B:bjah, Achul Stag, is said to have fied at the same 
time, and given birth to a son, from whom are descended th« 
Kulhima Tftilookdars of the Chehdwam, or Gowaria district, al- 
ready noticed. The descendants of Butun Pandoe are said still 
to hold rent free lands, under Achul Sing's descendant, in Bah- 
nunee P»er; and the Pandee is worsUipped throughout the dis- 
tricts as a soiat or martyr. He has a shrine in every Tillage. 
at which offerings are made on all occasiona of marriage, and. 
Mimningn iavoked for the bride and biidegroom, &om the spirib 
of one wba set so much value oa hia plighted faith vhite on 
earth. The two branchea of the Kulhuns family, above mention- 
ed, propitiate the spirit of the deceased Pandee by ofTerings ; but 
there i» a branch of the same family at Mohlee, in the Gomck- 
|>O0r diatrict, who da not. Though HlndooH, they adopt eome 
nuBiilraaa customs, and make offerings to the old musulman 
saint, at Bahraetcb, ia order to counteract the iofiuence of the 
Pan dee's spirit. 

Such popular traditions, ariaing from singular coincidences of 
circumsbiBCM, have of^n a salutary cSect on society', and seem 
to be created by its wants and wishes; but rivers haye, of late 
years, become bo much leaa prompt in the vindication of their 
honor, that little reliance is placed upon the oaths taken in ihtax 
names by the Prince, his officers or his landholders in Oude. 

N'awabgunge, Munkapoor mid Babmance Faer, were toajufeired 
to the British Government, with the other lands, under the treaty 
of 1801; wid retransferred to Oude, by the treaty of the 11th 
of May 1816, in exchange for Haudeea, aliaa Xewae, a slip of 
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laud extending along the left bank of the Ganges, between Alkp 

babad and Benares. 

Sent Roll, Nankut. Chvi. dematuL 

^ M^hfrr* ^^^^^^^®' ] 1,08,000 32,000 76,000 

Munki^Qor, 40,000 12,000 28,000 

Bahmanee Paer, 12,000 3,000 0,000 

The landholders and cultivators complain sadly of the change 
of sovereigns; and the tillage and population have greatly dimin* 
iahed under the Oude government since 1816, but more eepecial* 
ly, since the monster, Eughbur Sing, got the government. Here 
Bamdut Pandee, the Bajah of Bub*ampoor, and the Nadm of the 
district, have taken leave of me, this being my last stage in 
their district. Samdut Pandee holds two estates in this districti 
for which he pays an annual revenue to government of 1,66,744 

13 3, as per margin. He holds, 

Th6 estate of Ramdut Pandee« for 
this year, 1849, comprises— *^ *^® «"»® *^®> * ""i^ estate 

Sirgha, Chunda, &c,. 1,20,729 H (^ our district of Gkiruckpoor, 
Akberpoor, &c 46,015 2 3, 

where he resides and keeps his 

Total, 1,66,744 13 3 

family, till he obtains solemn writ- 
ten pledges, confirmed on oath, for their security, not only from 
the local authority of the day, but from all the commandants of 
corps and establishments, comprising the military force employed 
under him. These pledges include all his clients, who may have 
occasion to visit or travel with him, as the Bajah of Bulrampoof 
is now doing. These pledges require to be renewed on eveiy 
change in the local authorities and in the military officers em- 
ployed under them. He is one of the most substantial and res* 
pectable of the agrictdtural capitalists of Oude, and the highest 
of his rank and class in this district. He every year stands se^ 
eurity for the punctual payment of the revenues due^ according 
to existing engagements, by the principal landholders of the 
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tr;--!. to tVe extent of from six to eight lakha of nijipps ; and 
for this he (fcta a certain per cent.ajKe, varying witli the charac- 
ter and citpability of the Undholdere. Somo are of doubtful abi- 
lity, nthers of doubtful character, and he rates bin risks and per 
f«ntage aficordinifly. He does much gortd, and is mora gencrallj 
^ateenied thim auy other man in the district; but ho has, no 
ilouht. enlarged hia own lauded possessionii occcBBiounlly, by taking 
advantage of the necesaities of his rlients, and his influence oy« 
the local autloritiea of government. The lands lie does get, hoir- 
erer, lie improves hy protecting and aiding bis tenants, and in- 
fitiag and fostering a better elnsa of cultivatorB. He is looked 
vp to with respect Mid conttdence by almost all the large land- 
liolders of the diatrirt, for his pledge for the punctual payment 
uf the revenues, saves Uieir estates from the terrible effects of a 
viait from the Nwim and bis disorderly and licentious troops; 
and this pledge they can always obtain, when necessary, by a 
fair assunuKe of adberenoe to tlieir ongagemcnts.^ 

■ On (he 8lh of NoTcmbn. tSSO, lUmdut Pundee Unt the Nazim tigbtf 
IhoimDil rnpops an hia bund, after pacing all that wni due, to the Stale for 
the iBBMiu, hy him and nil hu rlienti, anil, on itrn ISth nf that mnDth, hft went 
tu Gouda, whrre the Naliin, Mabamnipd Hiisian. wu cnoinpett with hii forco, 
to lake leave prepantorjr to Lia going to batbe at AJDOdheea, on Ihe lut daj 
of Ibe month of Kartirk, aa wm his inariable cnstnm. He was accompanied 
fcy the Rajali of Dnlrampoor, and they encamped, >epwatelif, in two mango 
fnnra, near to each other, and alMut a mile and a half from the Naiim's 
nmp. About nine at night the Nu^im Mnt tiro mesaenKen., with silTer aticlu. 
lo iOTite aud eecuK them lo hia lent. They set out immed Lately, leaving all 
thdr armed fuUoweis in (heir raiups, and taking only a few poraonal Sttendanl* 
•nd palankeen bearers. No person is permitted to take arms ihto tjie Naxim'i 
tent; nor does any landholder or merchant of Oade enl«r bis tent. *ithaDt tha 
pledges fur personal security above mentionod. Ramdut Paodee luid the Rajah 
■Altered with only a few personal Krvanti, leaving stl their oilier attoodanla 
imtaide ttie outer enrCain. This curtwn «nrrounded the tent at a diatance of 
only • few jvtda from it, and the tent was pitched in the centre. They were 
P 2 
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Deenihfr 17, 1849.— Five miles to the left bonk of tlie Clia- 
gra, whence croBaed over to Fyzabad, on platfonhed bouts, pnv 
pared for the pnrpOBe by the Oude authorities. Our tents are 
is one of the large mango groTes, which are numeroua on the 
fight hank cf the river, but Bcanty on the opposite bank. 
Fnim the time we croRsed this river at Bjram ghaut on the 



)«ct!itnl nith all dui> cerrmon]', and in the ume friendly mBimer u tuna). 
The Rajah had no biuinma to talk about, while the Nazim and bankcT hu); 
and, aftfr ■ short ranierution, he took leave to return to his tenia and hreak 
his fast, which he bad kept that day ftir Boroe irhgioua purpose. He left in 
the tmt the Nnzim. hi» deputy, Jafir Allee, and his nephew and BDn.iD-la*r, 
Allen Howyn. sitting logethar on the carpel, on the right, all armed, and 
RaiuJ' '- Bitting nnanned, on the left, with a Brahmin lad, Jovahir, etmding 
at the -iMir, with the banker's paundan and a handkerchief. Kumnjoo, a ae. 
rond perfion, with the banker*fl shoe, and a third attendant of his itAnditig 
outside the tent door. 

The Naiim anil Ranirfut talked fur some time tnjether, seemingly on the 
moet friewdiT nnd mrdial tttma; but the Nuim, si lasl. asked him far a 

farther Wn of money, and further sefinritiBa for landholders of doubtful cha- 
lantiT, before he went to baf-he. The banker told him, that ho muld lend 
him no more monfy till he came back from bathinj, u he had lent him 
eighty thousand rnpeea only eight days before; and, that he eonld not incnua 
his pledgen of aecnrity without further consultation with the landholdeia, as h« 
had not yet reroyarcd more than four out of the seven lakhs of mpeea. whieh 
he bad been obliged to advance to the Traunry, on the socurities given for 
them during the hut year. Ho then took leave and rose to depart. Tha 
Naxim turned and made some aign to bis deputy. JaSr Allee. who me, pra. 
•ented his gun and shot Ramdut throngh the right side close under the arm 
piL EtuUiming "Ram, Bam," God, Sod, the banker fellj and U.e Nanm. 
■Mihig anil drawing the aword, which lay on the carpet before him. eat the 
falling hanker arross the forehead. His nephew anil deputy drew tboiia, and 
togpthor they inflirted no lew than twenty-two cot* upon the body of Ramdut. 

The banker's three attendants, seeing their master thus shot down and hu^. 
*d to pieces, called out for help; bat one of the three ruffians ml Jowahir, 
the BNibmin lad, acrosa the shonlder, with Ms award, and all ran aS mt 
Bought fhclter actoii the border in the British lemtoij. The Naiim aui Ua 



UlAHV Of X TOUU ■nilCOKiii UVUH. 117 

-5tb, till we recroBscd it this morning, we won- moving in the 
juriadictieD of the Naiim of the Guuda and Uuliroetdi diatriot- 
After recroBiiiikg the Ohagra, we came witbin that of tlip Nazin 
•of Sultuipoor, Aga Allee, who wu appuiuted to it tliis year, 
not aa a coatraotor, but maoagw, under the Durbar. The dia- 
tricta, under contractors, are caUod ijara,, or larmfd diatricta; 



atteadsntt Ihea hantii tlu bod; liutilj near the teat, tad ordered the troop* 
«nd wiiUeiy to advain lowimls uid fire into tlic t«« ouups. Tlicf did lo, 
•nd the Bulnmponr Rajab bad onlj Jiut rcacbMl bis teati, «hen the ihot 
«UBe poomig in upoa Ihtm ftoiii th* N«iiai'» gQiu. He galltipwl olT at fut 
Mi he caald tonards tbe British bimjer, ibonC twenty miles disUnt, attended 
mUf bj a few muODted fullowen, louie af vhom he lent olT to Bolrampoor, 
tn hring hii family as fast as pfrssible across the border to him. The rest ha 
ordered (a foUow him. His followers and those of tbe murdered banker fled 
Iwftitii tke Nuim's force*, nhich had been ooncenlnted for thii atrodoiu por- 
fne. Bad both their camps were }>landered. Before tbe Rajah fled, bowerer, 
the mnrdared banker's aon-in-law, who had beea left in tbe camp, nn to tliai 
with a noill casket, containitig Rmdut's teait, the bood fur Ihe eighty thoo- 

•and ropeci, and the writ [to pi lodges giTCn bj the Nozim and mmmanding 
«lSaer* of corps, for the banker's and the Rajah's personal securitj. Hs 
noanMd bim upon one of kis barss), and took both turn and the caaket off 
«o the Bntbh territory. 

It wu no* aliuut midnight, and tlte Nazin took hii forces to Om towni 
and TJUigei opou the baaker's uUte, in which hia family and relatiTcs resided, 
and in «hich be kept the givater part of hii moveable pnqwrty. lie Backed 
them all vithuHt regard to tho connection or relationahip af 
I with tbe raurdereil hiuiker. The protierty taken from the iaha- 
btlanla of Iheso towns and villages, it estitnatcd at from ten to twein lakha 
of rupees. Ab many as could escape, fled for ihclter ai'Toss tlie border, into 
the Britiib territory. The banker's bivther, Kisfaen Dutl. who resided in the 
Britiih territory, came over, collected all he couU of hii broUier'B {oUowi:ii, 
attacked the Amil'i forcea, Villed and wounded tome forty or fifty of Ut men. 
•nd captnred two of his gum. The body of the banker wu diicoTCfcd twa 
dayi alter, and disiotprred by bia &mily and frionds. vho coaaUcI tha twenty- 
two wootids that had been inflicted upon it by Uie tbti« BHasriaa, and had it 
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those nndep the management of non-eontracting seirauts of gOT- 
eriiment, are called amanee, or districts under the amanut, or 
trust of government officers. The morning was fine, the sky clear. 



The Nazim's agent at Court, on the 18th of November, sabmitted to the 
minister, his master's report of this affair, in which it was stated, that the 
banker was a defaulter on account of his own estate, and those of the 
©ther landholders, for whom he had given security — that he, the Nazim, had 
wtmestly urged him to some adjustment of his accounts, but all in Tain — ^tlKt 
the banker had disregarded all his demands and remonstrances, and had with 
him five hundred armed followers, one of whom had fired his pistol af hini» 
the Nazim, and killed one of his men — that they had all then joined in aa 
attack upon the Nazim and his men, and that, in defending themselves, they 
had killed the banker. On the 19th, another report, dated the 16th, reached 
the minister from the Nazim' s camp, stating, that the banker had come to 
his tent at ten at night, with his armed followers, and had an interview with 
him — that as the banker rose to depart, the Nazim told him that he mutt 
not go without some settlement of his accounts; and a dispute followed, in 
which the banker was killed, and two of the Nazim*s followers were severely 
wounded — that so great was the confusion that the Durbar news reporters could 
not approach to get information. 

On the 20th, a third report reached the minister, stating, that the Ri^ of 
Bulrampoor had come with the banker, to visit the Nazim, but had taken 
leave and departed before the collision took place — that the Nazim urged the 
necessity of an immediate settlement of accounts, but the banker refused to 
make any, grossly abused the Nazim, and, at last, presented his pistol and 
fired at him ; and thereby wounded two of his people — ^that he was, ^in^ conse- 
quence, killed by the Nazim's people, who joined the banker's own people in 
the plunder of his camp. 

On receiving this last report, the minister, by order of His Majesty, pre* 
sen ted to the agent of the Nazim. a dress of honor of fourteen pieces, such 
as is given to the highest officers, for the most important services; and order- 
ed him to send it to his master, to mark the sense his sovereign enter, 
tained of his gallant conduct and valuable services, in crushing so great a 
rebel and qppresnr, and to assure him of a long continued tenure of office. 

By the interposition of the British Resident and the aid of the magistrate 
of Goruckpoor, Mr. Chester, the real truth was eUdted, the Nazim wu dis- 
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and tki^ ground covered wh;h ^oair &oflt. It was pleasing to see 
«o large a x»mp, passing withoi^ noi^, ifteonvenience or disorder 
<of any kind in so large a river. 



tnisaed firom office, and ooramittod for trial, before the hi§(fae8t jndidid court at 
Lacknow. He, at first, ran off to Gomckpoor, taking with him, besides his 
"own, two elephants, belonging to the Rajah of <jionda, with property on them 
te the value of fifty thousand rupees, which he overtook in his flight. Hi* 
Bajah had sent off these elephants with his valuables, on iiflvmg of tiie aai^ 
^issination of the Wiker, ilmiking that the Nazim woul^ secure impunity tm 
ihis muirdc^, as Hakeeili M<jhndte hiid for that 6f Amur Sin^, and be tcfmpted 
to ezttod his opeiatioifs. binding the district t)f Gomckpoor imsafe, the 'Swrni^ 
Haune back and suit«ndered himself -at Lucknow. Jafir AHee was, afterwarda, 
'seized in Lucknoww There is, however, no chance of either being "punished 
%inoe many iafise&tial persons, about the Court, have shared in the booty, 
^tod become tobetodries interested in their esckpe. Moreover, the Nazim is a 
toahoiimiedali, a Syud afnd h Sbeeah. No Sheeah could be sentenced to death 
lor the murdel-, -even of a Sommee, hi Lucknow, i«^uch lesft foir that of a Hin- 
^doo. If a Hindoo tnurders a Hindoo, and (Consents to become a musulmatn, he 
smtmoi be so sentenced; and if he consents to become so after sentence has 
been passed, it cannot be carried into execution. €udi is the law, atod sudi 
%he every day practi6e. 

The elephants were recovered and re^toir^ tUroiigh the ihterposiHon of tha 
llesideat, but none *of the property of the Rajah or the banker haft been ra- 
vovered. May 16^ 1851. The iamily of the banker has obtained a renewal of 
the leaaa of thek two estates^ on agreeing to pay an increase of forty thou- 
land rupees a year. 

Sirgha Chunda,.. 1,20^729 11 

Inc^esse, .. 30,066 6 

-^— — -— ^Ii60,r29 11 

Akbeipoor,.... ^ 46,015 2 3 

Increase, 10,000 

-^ — ^ 6Ml5 2 8 

^otal, ann^ demttid,. 2,06,744 13 3 

tliey hold the Nazim's bond, for the eighty thbuand rupees borrowed only 
dght diys befere his mui^er. 
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The plolfomipd boats were numerous, and so were the pwf^ 
lipsda prepared on both eidea, for the convenience of embarkitig 
and landing. Carriages, horses, palankeens, camels and troops, all 
passed without the slighteet difficulty. The elephants were pre- 
paring to cross, some in bca-ts and some by awiniming, m might 
»eem to tbem best, Some refiise to ewim and others to enter 
boats, and some retuee to do either; but the Ikult is generally 
^th their drivers. On the present occasion, two or three re- 
mained behind, one plunged into the stream from his boat, in 
the '"iddle of the river with his driver on his back, uid both 
disappeared for a time, but neither was hurt. Those that re- 
mained on the left bank, got tired of their solitude, and were, 
nt last, maarj over, either in boats or in the water. 

The Saijoo rejoins the Ohagra a little above Fyzabad, and the 
united stream takes the old name of the Surjoo. This ia the 
niune the river bears, till it emerges &om the Torae forest, when 
the large body takes that of the Qhagra, and the smaU stream, 
ivhich it throws off, or which perhaps flows in the old bed, retains 
that of the Sarjoo. The large branch absorbs the Eooreeala, 
Chouka and other small streams, on its way to rejoin the small- 
er. Some <liatimce below Fyzabad, the river tjikes the name of 
Dewa ; and uniting, al'terwards, with the G onduck, flows into 
the Ganges. Fyzabad ie three miles above Ajoodheeo, on the 
same bank of the river. It waa founded by the first rulen of 
the reigning family, and called for some time Bungalov), {nsia a 
"bungalow which they built on the verge of the stream. Aaaf-od 
Sowlah disliked living near his mother, after he came to the throne, 
and he settled at Lucknow, then a small village on the right bank 
of the Goomtee river. This village, in the course of eighty 
years, grown into a city, containing nearly a million of souls. 
Tyzabad has declined almost in the same proportion. 

The Ifozim has six BegimentM, and part of a aerenth, on duty 
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unilor bim, making, ncmiiuitij', sii thousand figUtiiig nion, bat that 
"hm cannot, he telle mn, muster two thoustmd ; and out of the two 
thouaand, not five hundred would. Be says, be ready to fight an 
emergency. All the comnumdants of corps roeide at Court, know- 
ing Dothlng, whatevor, of thoir duties, and never sanng thwr R«gi- 
mentB. They xpe m«re children, or Court favourites, worse than 
childrea. He has, nominally, forty-two guns, of various calibre ; 
1)nt he, with great difficulty, collected bullocks enough to draw 
the three smaU guns he brought with hira from Sultanpoor, to 
salute the Bcudent, on his entering his district. I looked at 
them in the ei'ening. They were soventy-four in Mumbw, but none 
of them were m a serviceable oonUitioii, and the greater port 
were small, merely sIoa afid hone. He was oUiged to purchaao 
powder in the bazar for the ealntes; and said, that whea be 
entered his charge two months ago, the usu^ salute of sevea 
guns, for himseli^ could not be fired for want of powder, and hs 
was obliged to send to the bazar to purchase vhiA was requirei]. 
The bazar powder used by the Oude troops, is about one third 
<vf the strength of the powder caed by our troops. His autho« 
ri^ ifl despised by all the Tallookdars of tbe district, many of 
wfaou refiiflc to pay any rait, defy the govenmient, and plun- 
der the country, aa all their rents sio ineuf&cient to pay the 
armed banda, which they keep up. All his numerous applica- 
tions to Court, Ibr more nnd better troops and catablishmeuts, 
an dinegarded, and he is helpless. lie cannot collect the ktB' 
noe or ooeico the refractory landholders and robbers, who prey 
upon the country.* 

He says that the two companies and two guns, which viGtB 
tent oat at the Besident's urgent recommendation, to toko pOBB> 
tasioB of Shahgunge, and prevent the two brothers, Maun Sing 

■ Tbo Naiiin for ISaO-al, got botb CsrUin M&gnen's and Cqtun BSBtm- 
if'i Besimciite. 
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and Baglibur Sing, from disturbing the peace of the oountiy, in 
their contests with each other, joined Maun Sing, as partiBan, to 
oppose his brother; and that Maun Sing has taken for himself 
all the bynamdh lands, from which his brother, Sughbur Sing, 
has been ousted, under the £EiTor of the minister. He teOs me 
also, that Beebee Sogura, the lady who holds the estate of 
Muneearpoor, and pays fifty thousand rupees a year to the gor- 
emment, was seized by Wajid Allee, his predecessor, before he 
made oyer charge of the district to him, and made over to a 
body of troops, on condition, that she should enter into enL^ 
gagement to pay to them the ten months arrears of pay due 
to them, out of the rents of the ensuing year; and that they 
should give him receipts for the full amount of these arrean 
of pay at once, to be forwarded to the Durbar, that he might 
get credit for the amount in his accounts for last year — 
that she has paid them fifteen thousand rupees, but can collect 
no more from her tenants, as the crops are all being cut or 
destroyed by the troops, and she is in close confinement, and 
treated with cruel indignity. The rent roll of her estate is, it is 
said, equal to one hundred thousand rupees a year. 

This was a common practice among governors of districts at the 
close of last year; and thus they got credit, in account, for large 
sums, pretended to have been paid out of the revenues of last 
year; but, in reality, to be paid out of the revenues of tiie 
ensuing year. But the collections are left to be made by the 
troops, for whose arrears of pay the revenue has been assigned, 
2uid they generally destroy or extort double what they are en- 
titled to, from their unhappy debtors. This practice of assigning 
revenues due, or to be due, by landholders, for the anears of 
pay, due to the troops, is the source of much evil; and is had 
recourse to only when contractors and other collectors of xevoiue 
are unable to enforce payment in any other way; or require 
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to mekf it uppear, that they kaTe collected more than thejr 
resJlf hare; and to Boddle the revenue of th<» eoBuiiig year vith 
the burtheuB properly incident upon those of the past. The codh 
mandaat o( the troops commonly takes posaesBiOQ of the lands, 
upon the rents, or revenues, of which tlio payments have been 
assigned, anil appropriates the whole produce to himself sad his 
soldiers, without regard to the rights of landholders, farmers, 
cultivatom, capitalists, or any other class of persons, who nay 
have invested their capital and Labor in the lands, or depend 
npoB the crops for their subsistence. The troops, too, are ren- 
dered unfit for sei^'ice by such orraagementfi, since all their time 
is taken «p i> the more congenial duty of looking after the 
«8tate, tUl they have desolated it. The ofGcers and soldisrs are 
i^onTerted into manorial iinder- stewards of the worst possible dcB- 
cription- They are avoilable for no othM" duty till they have 
paid thentselves nil that may have been due or may become 
due to them during the time of their stay; and credit to gor- 
emment but a small portion of what they exact from tho land- 
holders and cultivatOTS, or consume or destroy as food, fodder 
and fneL 

Thia system, injurious alike to the eovoreign, the troops, 
and the people, is becoming, every seasoD, more and more com- 
mon in Oude; and must, in a few years, embrace nearly the 
whole of the land revenue of the country. It is denominated 
tahx, or contract, and is of two kinds, the "lakulame hikl" or 
pledge to collect and pay a certain sum, for which the estate 
is held to bo liable; and "wnuolee kulz" or pledge to pay to 
the collector or troops, the precise sum which the commaadant 
may be able to collect trom the estate put under him. In the 
firat, the commandant, who takes the tuls, must pay to the 
government collector or the troops the full sum, for which the 
estate is held to be liable, whether he be able to collect it or 
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jiot, and his kubz is valid at the Treasury, as so much money 
l)aid to the troops. In the second, it is valid only as a pledge, 
to collect as much as he can; and to pay, what he collects, to 
the government collector, or the troops he commands. The col- 
lector, however, commonly understands, that he has shifted off 
tlie burthen of payment to the troops — ^to the extent of the sum 
named — &om his own shoulders to those of the commandant of 
the troops; and the troops understand, that unless they collect 
this sum they will never get it, or be obliged to screw it out 
of their commandant ; and they go to the work can amore. If they 
can't collect it firom the sale of all the crops of the season, 
they seize and sell all the stock and property of all kinds, to 
be found on the estate; and, if this will not suffice, they will 
not scruple to seize and sell the women and children. The col- 
lector, whose tenure of office seldom extends beyond the season, 
cares little as to the mode, as long as he gets the money; and 
feels quite sure, that the sovereign and his Court wiU care just 
as little, and ask no questions, should the troops sell every liv- 
ing thing to be found on the estate. 

The history, for the last few years, of the estate of Muneear- 
poor^ involves that of the estate of Kupragow and Seheepoor, 
held by the femily of the late Hurpaul Sing; and may be inter- 
esting as illustrative of the state of society in Oude. Hurpaul 
Sing's family is shown in the note below.* 

In the year A. D. 1821, after the death of Purotee Sing, his 

* Purotee Sing had two sons, Gunga Persaud and Nihal Sing. Gnngm Per- 
8ftud had one son, Seosewak, who had three sonSj Seoumber Sing, Hobdar Sing, 
and Hurpaul Sing. Seoumber Sing had one son, Ramsurroop Sing, the presoit 
head of the family, who holds the fort and estate of Kupradehee. Hobdar 
Sing had one son, who died young. Hurpaul Sing died young. Nihal Sing 
had no son, but left a widow, who holds his share of one half of the estate, 
and resides at Seheepoor. 
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flMoiul eon, NihaJ Sing, held one half of tlic estate, and residetl 
in Sehenpoor, and the family of bia eldest son, Guuga Fersaud, 
held tiie other halC and resided in Kuprngow. Iho whole paid 
a revenue to government, of between eii and seven hunflred 
rapecis a year, and j-ielded a rent roll of Bomethiiig more than 
double that sum- The neighbouring cetute of Muoeearpoor, yield- 
ing a rent roll of about tliree hundred and ijfty thouBond rupees 
a year, waa held by Roshun Zuman Khan, in wfaoBO fiunily it 
had been for many gcnerationa. He had an only brother, Buaa- 
Iran Khan, who died, leaving a widow, Busaoo, and a daughter, 
the Beebee, or Lady, Sogura. Boahun Zuman Khan also died, 
leaiing a widow Kaharaanee, who succeeded to the estate, but 
eoon died, and left it to the Lady Sogura and her mother. They 
tnade Nihal Sing, GurgbuuBee, of Seheepoor, manager of theil 
a&irs. from the time that he entered upon the maoagement, 
Nihal Sing began to increase the number of his followers from 
his own elan, the Gurgbunsies; and, having now become pow- 
erful enough, he turned out bis mistrees, and took possession 
of her eatate, in collusion with the local authorities. 

Bajah Duraun Sing, who then (183G) held the contract for the 
district, Krished to take advantage of the occasion, to seize upou 
the estate for himself, and a quarrel, in conijequencc, took place 
between him and Nihal Sing. Unable, as a public servant of the 
State, to lead his own troops against him, Sursun Sing instigat- 
ed Baboo Bureeor Sing, of Bhetee, a powerful tallookdar, to at- 
tack Nihal Sing at night, with all the armed followers he could 
master, and, in the fight, Kihal Sing was killed. Ilurpaul Sing, 
his nephew, applied for aid to the Durbar, and Rcodeea Sing was 
sent, with a considerable force, to aid him against Burecar Sing. 
When they were ready for the attack, Dursun Sing sent a rein- 
fopcement of troops, secretly, to Bureear Sing, which bo frighten- 
ed SeodecQ Sing, tliat he retired from the conflict. 
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greut part of the Muneearpoor estate to their own, and maa^, 
other etttatea belonging to their weaker neighbours ; and, by thft 
plunder of lilliiges, and robbery on the high ways, become ver^ 
powerful. Dursuii Sing was superseded in the contract in 1S37, 
by the widow of Hadee Alice Khan ; and Uurpaul recovered 
possession of the Muneeurpoor estate, which he etiU held in 
name of the Lady Soffura. In 1843, she managed to get 
estate transferred from the jurisdiction of the contractor for Sol- 
tanpoor, to that of tho Hozoor Tehseel, and held it till 1849^ 
when Maun Sing, who had succeeded to the contract for tiie dj*> 
trict, on the death of his father, Dureun Sing, in 1844, manage^ 
through his uncle, Bukhtawar Sing, to get the estate restored to 
his jurisdiction. Knowing that his object was to absorb her e»> 
tate, as he and his &ther had done so many others, she went 
off to Lucknow to seek protection ; but Klaun Sing seized upon 
all her mmkar and leer lands, and put the estate under ths 
management of his own officers. The Lady Sogura unable to get 
any one to plead her cause at Court, in opposition to ths 
powerful influence of Bukhtawur Sing, returned to Aluneearpoor. 
Maun Sing, after he had collected the greater part of the reve- 
nue for 1840, made over tho estate to Kiu^nul and Seoumber 
Sing, who put tlio ladj' J3to confinement, and plundered her of 
all she had left. 

Feeling now secure in tho possession of the Muneesrpoor 
estate, Hurpaul and Seoumber Sing left a small guard to seeura 
the lady, and went off, with the rest of their forces, to seise 
upon the estate of Birsingpoor, in the purgunnah of Dehrn, be- 
longing to the widow of Mahdoo Sing, the tallookdar. She sum- 
moned to her aid Eoostum Sa and other Bajkomar landholders, 
friends of her late husband. A fight ensued, in which Seoumber 
Sijig, and bis brother, Hobdar Sing, were killed. Hurpaul Sing 
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Iltii and returned to hia fort of Eupragnn*. The IaAj Sogiira 
c^oiped, and prcsciitud herself again to the Court of Lucknow, 
undw bettor niupices ; and ordere were seat to Motui Sing, nnd 
all the tnilitarj^ ftuthoritiee, to restore her to tho i>oaseBaion of 
biT estate, and »eize or destroy Hurpaul Siug. la slann Hur- 
paul Sifig then released the mother of the Lady Sogiffa, and 
propnreii to fly. 

Maun Sing scntvconfidential persona to him to say, that he 
iiad been ordered by the Court of Litcknovr, to confer upon him 
B dress of honor or condolence, on the death of his tvo lanient- 
pd brothers, and ebould da so in psraon the next day. Hurpnut 
Sing Taa considered one of the bravest men in Oade, but h» 
was then aick on bis bod. and unable to more. He received 
the message without auMpicion, being anxious for soi 
tonal of repose; and willing to believe, that common interests 
nnd pursuits had united him and Maun Sing in something like 
bonds of friendship. 

MiauQ Sing camo in tbe afternoon, and rested under a banyan 
tree, which stood opposite the gateway of the fort. He apolo- 
gised &a not entering tho fort, on the groimd, that it might 
lead to some eolliHiou between thdr followers, or that his friend 
might not wish any of tho Ung's servants, who attended with 
the dress of honor, to enter his fortress. Hurpaul Sing left all 
bis followers inside the gate, and waa brought out to Maou Sing 
in a litter, unaWo to sit up without support. Tho two friends 
embraced and converaed together with seeming cordialitv, till long 
after sonsot, when Maun Sing, after investing hia friend with 
the dress of honor, took leave and mounted bis horse. This was 
tbe concerted signal for his followers, to deepatcb his sick friend, 
Hmpaol. As he cantered off, at the sound of bis kettle drum 
and tbe other instruments of music, used by the Nazima of dis- 
toicts, bis armed foUowers, who had, by degrees, gtttbered rOQUd 
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thL- tree, without awakening any auspicion, seized the sick nmn, 
ilritggrd him on the ground, a distance of about thirtj pocM, 
and then put him to death. He was firat shot througb the 
.li(*t, and then Btabbed with apeafB, cut to pieces with ewordij 
i. .; Vft on the ground. They were fired upon from the fort, 
ivlulo engaged in thin foul murder, but all escaped unhurt. Haun 
Sing had awom by the holy Ganges, and stiU more holy head 
of Mahadeo, that hie friend should sulFer oo personal hurt ia- 
this interview ; and the credulous, and no leas cruel and rap** 
ciouH Gurgbunaiea, were lulled into sincerity. The three peiaoni 
who murdered Hurpaul, were Nujeeb Ehon, who has left Maua 
Ping'a service, Benee Sing, who still aerves him, and Jeskurun 
Ning, who haa eince died, Badik Hoaeyn and many othen aided 
them in dragging their rietim to the place where he wm mur- 
dered, but the wounds, which killed him, were inflicted by th« 
above named persona. 

The family fled, the fort was aeized and plundered of all that 
c!Ould be found, and the estate seized and put under the man- 
agement of government officers. Maun Sing had collected half 
the revenues of 1847, when he was superseded in the contract 
by Wajid Allee Khan, who reeatabliahed the Lady Sogura in 
the poBscBsion of all that remained of her estate. He, at tha 
same time, reinstated the tamily of Hurpaul Sing, in the poas- 
cBsion of tlieir now large estate — that ia, the widow of Ifihal 
Sing, to Seheopoor, comprising one half; and Eamauiroop Sing, 
the son of Beoumher Sing, to Kupragow, comprising the other 
half." The rent roll of the whole is now estimated at 1,29,000 

' In Ma;, IHSl, the Nazim bcaieged Rsnunuroup, in Knprsgow, inth a 
*cr7 large foro!, including BunbuiyB and Magness'B Rogiinenta and Artillerj. 
Aftei the loaB of nanj lives from figh^g, and more from diolera, on botb 
pidea, Kamaumiop marchBd out with all hi« garriaon and guna aC night, md 
lioawd, unmolested, throagh tbftt part of the line, when: the non-liehciug 
turjia *HK rogtod. 
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s yw ; anS the nankar, or Fcoognizcd sllnwaiice for the lioldera, 
3B 73,000, laaTiBg iike govemmont demand at 56,000, ot which 
they hardly ©vur p»j- one half, or one quarter, btliig inveterate 
robbers and rebels. Wajid AUco Klian hod been commissioued, 
by the Durbar, to restore the Lady Sngura, to her potrimooial 
estate, and he brought her with him from Lii«know for the pur- 
|Kwe; but he aoon after ma4e over a part of the estate to his 
jHendi, Bohir Allee, <if Eeoulee, aod another part to Bomeurroop, 
the son af Seouiaber Sing, for a suitable cousiderstioa ; uid left 
only oae half to the Lady Sogtm,. This she at first nrfiued to 
4ake, bst he promiBBd to restiore the 'wbole the next year, v^en 
be saw she was reBolv&d to return again to her friends at Luck- 
oow, and she conacDted to lake the offered half on condition ftf 
a large romisdon of the goTcmment demand upon it. When the 
•easoa of cc^ectioas came, however, he would niake no remudoa 
tar tiui h^ be had permitted h«^ to retain, or give her taj 
shore in the perquLeites of the half be bad made over to others; 
«or iroald he give her credit for uy portion of the collections, 
vhich bad been anticipated by Maun Sing. Ho mode her pledge 
the whole rents of her estate to HosejTi Allee Khan, the com- 
nandant of a squadron of cavalry, on detached duty, under him. 
ITnable to conduct the mnnagomont under all these outrages and 
ezactiDna, she begged to have the estate put luidcr govenunent 
oEEeera. Her &iends at Court got an order issued for her heiog 
restored to the possession of the whole estate, having credit for 
the whole amount collected by Maun Sing, and a remisBion ia 
the revenue, equal to all that government allowed to the propri- 
etors of such estates. 

W^id Alieo Khan disregarded the order, mid mado over or sold 
Naraeupoor, and other villages, belanging to the estate, to Bugh- 
bur Sing, the atrocious brother of Msuu Sing, who sent his 
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myrmidons to take posseasion. They killed the Lady Sogiin's 
tn'o agenta in the management, plundered her of all she had of 
property, and all the rents which she had, up to that time, col- 
lected, for payment to government ; and took poeseeaion of Na- 
rncnpoor and the other villogea, sold to their niELat«r by Wajid 
Alice. Wajid Alice soon after came vrith a large force, seized 
the lady and carried her off to hia camp, put all her officer* 
and attendants into confinement, and refiiaed all acceaa to her. 
When she became ill, and appeared likely to sink under the 
treatment she received, be made her enter into written engage- 
ments, to pay to the troops, in liquidation of their arrears of 
pay, all that he pretended that she owed to the State. He pre- 
Toiled upon Ghuffoor Beg, who commanded the artillery, to take 
theie her pledges, and give him, Wajid Alleo, corresponding re- 
ceipts for the amount, for transmisBion to the Treasury ; and 
then made her over a prisoner to him. QhufToor Beg took poas- 
ession of the lady and the estate, kept her in close confinement, 
and employed his artillery men in making the collections in their 
own way, by appropriating all the harvests to tbemselves. 

Wajid Allee was superseded in October, 1849, by Ag» Allee, 
who, on entering on his charge, directed, that martial law should 
ceaae in Muneeorpoor ; but Ghuffoor Beg and his artillery men 
were too strong for the governor, and refused to give up the 
possession of so nice an estate. When I approached the estate 
in my tour, Ghuffoor Beg took the lady off to Chundoly, where 
she was treated with all manner of indignity and cruelty by the 
artdllery. The estate waa going to utter ruin tinder their igno- 
rant and reckless management, and the N^azim, Aga Allee, prayed 
me to interpose, and save it, and protect the poor Lady Sogura. 
I r^ireaented the bordBhip of the case to the Durbar, but with 
little hope of any ancceBa, under the present goveniment, who 
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MIT, that a" the trcwtpB «rc aot allowed to p»y thcKueli-ea, in 
t-liia way, they shall have to pay thea all the arreere &x which 
the eotate is fledgml, not one rupee of which ia reduced by the 
roIiectioMB they mui.'ke. If they were to hold the estate for twen- 
ty yean, they would aot allow it to appear, that any portion of 
the arrean had beea paid off. The estiitc is a Boble ene, and, 
in spite of aU the usurpationa and disordcni, from which it has 
btely Huffered, wag enpablo, last year, of yielding, to govenmient, 
a rerenue of fifty thouaand rupees a year, after providiag, hbor- 
ally, for all the reqaiiementa of the poor Lady Sogura and her 
GunOy, nr a rent roM of obo hundred thouseuid rupees a year. 

December '19,- 1819. — Shahgange, distance twelve miles, This 
town ia surrounded by a mud wall, forty ieet thick, and a dHch 
three miles round, built thirty yew^ ago, and uaw much out 
oi repair. It belonga to the family of UnjaL Bukhtawar 
iiiitg. The wall, thirty feot high, was built of tlio mud taken 
&om the ditch, in whioh there ia now some six or seven feet 
of water. The wall has twenty-four bastions for guns, but 
there is ao platform, or road for guna, round it on the in- 
nde. A number of respectable morclunts and tradesmen re- 
side in tkia town, whore they are bettor protected than in any 
other town in Oudc It contains a population of between twenty 
and thirty thousand peraons. They put thatch over the mud 
walls during the ratna to preaervo them. The fortifications 
and dwelling houses together are said to have cost the &mily 
^orc ten lakha of rupees. There arc some fourteen old gona in 
the fort. Though it would be dliEcult to shell a gorrieon out of 
a fort of this extent, It would not be difficult to take it. No 
garrison, sufficient to defend all parts of bo extended a wall, could 
be muntmcd by the holder; and it would be easy to fill tJie 
ditch and scale the walla. Besides, the family is ao very unpo- 
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jHtliir nnwHif the military claeeee around, whose lands they hare 
iioizcd upon, that thousands would come to the aid of any gor- 
emment forw brought to crush them, and o?erwlielm the gani- 
fon. They keep their positioD only by the purchase of Court 
favor, and have the respect and attachment of only the better 
jinrt of cultivators, who are not of the military claeaea, and could 
be of little use to them in a collision with their sovereign. The 
family, by which it is held, has long been a very influential one 
at Court, wiiere it haa been represented by Bukhtawar Sing, 
whose brother, Dureun Sing, was the most powerful subject that 
Oudo has had since the time of Almaa Allee Khan. They live, 
however, in the mid«t of hundreds of sturdy Bajpoota, whom they 
hare deprived of their lands, and who would, as I have said, 
rise against them, were they to be, at any time, opposed to tha 
govenunent. The country, over which we have passed this mam- 
ing, is well studded with groves, and well cuttivat«d; and the 
peosaatiy Hoemed contented and proapcrous. The greater part of 
the road lay through the lands acquired, as already described, by 
this family. Though they have acquired the property in the land 
by abuse of authority, collusion and violence, from its righfiii 
owners, they keep their faith with the cultivators, effectually pro- 
tect them from thieves, robbers, the violence of their neighbours, 
and, above ell, from the ravages of the king's troops ; and they 
eneomage the settlement of the better or more skilful and indurtri- 
oua classes of cultivators in their villages, such as Kachiee, Eoor* 
mics, and Lodhies. They came out from numerous viliagee, and 
in considerable bodies, to salute mc, and expressed themselves 
well satisfied with their condition, and the security they enjoyed 
undw their present landholders. We came tlirough the village of 
Fuleeo, and Bnjah Bukhtawar Sing seemed to have great pleasure in 
showing me the house in which he woe bom, seventy-five years ago, 
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under h fine tamarind trse, that is utill io ligour. The hutoiy 
4if this tuaily is that of manj- othwa in the Oudo territory. 

The fiitl»er «f Bukhtawur Sing, Poninder, was the 8on of Miin- 
gul, a bahMiii, who resided in Bhojpoor, ot the right bank of 
the C^asges, a little Wow Boxar. The son, Porosder, was unit- 
ed in tnaniage to the daughter of Sndhae Kiaser, a respectable 
fcrahnriM, who resided in Pulaea, and held a share of the lands. 
He persuaded his son-in-law to take up his reBidence in the same 
village. Pomnder had five sons bom to him in this village. 

1. Bajah Bahhtantir Sing, my Quartor Master General. 

2. FursuR Sing, died without issue. 

3. Bajah Dursun Sing, died 1S44, leaTiag three nms. 

4. Ischa Sing, lives, and has two sons. 

5. Davey Siag, died, leavJAg tva sons. 

The eldest son woa a trooper in the HoKor&blo Company's 8th 
Regiment of Light Caraby; and while still a very young man, 
aod bame oa furlough, ke attracted tbo atteiitton of Soadut 
Alice KhoD, the sovereign of Oudo, whom he attended on a 
•porting excursion. lie was vi^' tall, and exceedingly handsome ; 
and, on ooe occasion, saved bis sov^^ign's life from the sword 
uf an asaaasin. He become one of Saadut AUee'a favourite order- 
lies, and rose to the command of a squadron. In a fine picture 
<^ Saadut Alice and his Court, on the occasion of a Durbar, at 
which the Besidcnt, Colonel Scott, and his suite were present, 
Bukhtawar Sing is represented in the dress he wore as an ordeis 
ly cavalry oiEcer. This picture is still preserved at Lucknow. 
His brothers, Bursun, Incha and Davey Sing became, one after 
the other, orderlies in the some manner, under the influence of 
Bukhtawar Sing, during the reign of Saadut Allee, and his BOD, 
Qhasee-od Deen. Duraun Sing got the command of a Regiment 
of Nujeebs, in 1814, and Incha Sing aud Davey Sing roeo in 
&Tor and rank, both civil and military. 
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Bliudnrsa and five other Tillages were held in proprietaiy right, 
by the members of a fiunily of Sjuds. They enjoyed Bhudurss- 

rent free, and still hold it: but the other five 

1 Kyi. 

2 Mahdono. villages, named in the margin, were bestowed iu 

3 Tindooa. jageer, upon another Syud, a Court tKfoiite, Kho- 

4 Teroo. 

5 Poraon. ^ Buksh, in 1814. He fell into dis&Tor in 1816, 
and all these and other villages were let, in 1817, 
to Dursun Sing, in farm, at 60,000 rupees a year. The bestow- 
al of an estate in jagheer, or farm, ought not to interfere with 
the rights of the proprietors of the lands, comprised in it, aa 
the sovereign transfers merely his own territorial rights, not 
theirs ; but Dursun Sing, before the year 1820, had, by rack 
renting, lending on mortgage, and other fraudulent or violent 
means, deprived all the Syud proprietors of their lands in the 
other five villages. They were, however, still left in possession 
of Bhudursa. He pursued the same i^stem, as far as possible, 
in the other districts, which were, from time to time, placed 
under him, as contractor for the revenue. He held the contract 
for Sultanpoor and other districts, altogether yielding fifty-nine lakhs 
of rupees a year, in 1827; and, it was then, that he first be- 
thought himself of securing his family permanently in the poss- 
ssion of the lands he had seized, or might seize upon, by 
bynamahs, or deeds of sale, from the old proprietors! 

He imposed upon the lands, he coveted, rates which he 
knew they could never pay — took all the property of the pro- 
prietors for rent, or for the wages of the mounted and 
foot soldiers, whom he placed over them, or quartered upon 
their villages, to enforce his demands — seized any neighbouring 
banker, or capitalist, whom he could lay hold of, and by con- 
finement and harsh treatment, made him stand security for the 
sulTering proprietors, for sums they never owed — ^and when these 
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pn^rietors were ma^c to appear to be irrctrievablj' iavodved in 
debt to tbe Stnte and to individuals, aad hod no hope of re- 
lease from prison by another means, they consented to fiigii th» 
AjroMMuU, or «ale deeds for hmda, which tb^ fomiUea hiul 
poaeessed for centuries. Those of the capitaiists, who had no 
fiiendfl at Court, were made to pay the money, fer «rhich they had 
been forced to pledge thomaelveB ; and those who had Bich fHends, 
got the sums, which they had engi^ed to psy, represeDted aa 
iRecorenible balances, due by proprietore, and strook off. Ths 
fxroprieton thcmaelves, plundered <^ all thiy had m the world, 
sad wkbottt any hope of rodrcsa, left the country, or took ser- 
vice under uur gavonnnent, or that of Oude, or descended to 
the nnk of d^ labourers or oultivatoni in other estatei.' 

There were foar brothers, tl»e sons of a Cnaowigo, rf Cyza- 
liftd; firrt, Bi(j Lai; second, Lala; third, Humecr Sisg, a coipo 
ml im ooe of our Begimenis of I^ative Infantry ; fourth, Hu^ 
Doomui Perauud; fitb, Gtungn Forsaud. TLo family bckl Gtght 

' Estates held b; the bmilf UDder bynamalu or uile deeds. 

\ Pachvamth. I,13,0W 

a Honelee, *b,00» 

3 Hagulsec, indatUng Hindoo Bng*) eatate of Sbspoor, ob. 

tuned bf Fraud and violence 2ti,00(t 

4 Bhorteepoor md Loltspoor, 3O,00D 

h Rodowlee 11,008 

ToKlee in HaUeemow, 17,000 

6 Bshnetch in Sagonpnttee - . 4,000 

F GoaaenguQge.. , > 3,000 

Total, CompsDj'B Rapeu, 2,52,000 

Durcon Sing's contncta, for tbe Und Tevenoe, of districta, amounted from 
1827 to 1S30, to 59,00,000 liipees ■ year. From 1B30 to 183G, to 58,00,000. 
In 1836 to 4S,IOO,000. la 1037 to 47,00,000. He coatmoed to hold the 
vltdle or EiMsr put of theH diairicti op to September 1843. 
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vUlagCB, in hereditary right, witli a rent roll of 6,000, of which 
they pwd 3,000 to govprninent, and took 3,000 for tbemselveH. 
While Dufiiun Siug waa dying, id 1844, hia eldest sod, Biuna- 
doeo, tried to get posfleasion of this estate. He seized and con- 
fined, in the usual way, Gunga Fersaud, the Canoongo, and kept 
him with hareb treatment, for 1844; and, when his brothw, the 
corporal, eompliuned, in the usual way, through the Beeident, 
Gunga Persaud was released, and he attended the Beeident's 
Court, 8S hia brother's attorney, till 18i7, when the famUy re- 
covered poasesaion of the eatate. But in 1846, when X)unuii 
Sing's Hon saw, that the caae was going against them, tliey 
made their local agent, Davey Peraaud, plunder all the eight 
villages, of all the stock, in cattle, grain, &c. that they contain- 
ed, sod all the people, of whatever property they poseessed. 

Suraun Sing's family now pay to the Oude government, a 
revenue of 1,86,000 rupees a year, for their bi/n/imak estates, 
which were acquired by them in the manner described. The rent 
roll, recognized in the Escheqiicr, ia 2,56,000; and the naniar 
CS.OOO ; but the real rent roll is much greater — perhaps double. 
Thfi Tillage of Tendooa, in Mehdona, belonged, in hereditary rights 
to b""^niibulce Sing and Eugonauth Sing, Bajpoots, whom the 
family ot Uursun Sing wished to coerce, in the usual mode, 
into signing a hynamak, or deed of sole. They refused, and some 
of the fiimily are said to have been in confinement, in couae- 
Bequence, since the year A. D. 1844. "When Gunga Persaud, the 
Canoongo, was confined by Dursun Sing's family, on account of 
hia own estate, they extorted from him, on the ppotcnce of hia 
being security for the punctual payment of what might bo de- 
manded irom these two mon, Soorujbuleo and Sugonauth, the 
sum of 4,000 rupees, One of tho eight villages, hold by tho 
Canoongoes, named, Aboo Surae, Gholib Jung, alias Duraun Sing, 
another Court fayorite, ia now trying to take, by Tiolonce, for 
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baa possess- 
ed Idmself of many by the ume means, keeping the taw>ps, he 
■coRnnaads, upon tlitun at t^erdac and target practice, till be dri^'cs 
both cultivators and proprietors out, or shoots them. 

This Bajah, Ohatib Jang, is bow a great &TOurito with th« 
rouister, and no man manifests a stronger disposition to m^e 
im influence subsement te his own siterest tuid that of hia fs- 
mOy. Sj fniKd and rtelence, and eoQuman with the officers who 
hxvB ehar^ of districts and require his ifid xt Cotat, tie Beiz«s 
up<Mi the best lands ef bia weaker neighbotin, ia the seme man- 
ner u hia namDsake, Bajah Dnrmn i^g, used to do ; and of 
tho money which he reeeiven for contrflfts of various kinds, he 
appropriatca fey fiu- tho greater jiart lo himself. He is often aont 
«nt, with a considerable force, to adjust disputes between Itmd- 
iioldera aad local authorities, wid he decides in fiivor of tho 
fawtj most able asid wiUing to pay, u&der the aaaurance, that If 
called to account, he will he aMe to clear himaelf, by giving & 
share of what he gc*«, te those who eend and support him. Ho 
vommanda a Urge body of mounted ajid foot poKce, and he is 
oftOB ordered to go, sod acud detachinents, in pureuit of daring 
ctlendera, particularly thoee who have giren offence to the British 
authorities. la such cases he generally succeeds in orresting mid 
faringiag in some of the oflTendtirs; but he as often seizes the 
hndholdera sad others who may have given them shelter, illten- 
tionatiy or otherwise; and, after extorting from them aa mnch 
as tk^ con be made to pay, lets them go. He is not^ of 
tturse, Teiy particular as to the quantity or quality of t3i0 evi- 
ieace forthcoming to prove, that a person, able to pay, has in- 
tentionally screened the offenders from justice. 

Bajah Ghalib Jung was the superintendant of the City Police, anJ 
commandant of a Brigade of Infantry, and a prime favorite of the 
kin^ Nueeer-od Deen Ilyder, for two years, up to Nof&DHjer, 
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1835. He had many other employments, was always in sMaend- 
.ance upon the king, and was much liked by him, because he 
«aw his orders carried into immediate effect, without any regard 
to the rank or sufferings of the persons whom they were to 
Affect. For these two years he was one of the most intimate 
companions of his sovereign, in his festivities and most private 
xiebaucheries. He became cordially detested throughout the city for 
his reckless severity, and still more throughout the Court, for the 
fearless manner in which he spoke to the king, of the malversa- 
tion and peculations of the minister and all the Court fiEtvorites 
who were not in his interest. He thwarted the imbecile old 
minister, Eoshun-od Dowlah, in every thing; and never lost an 
opportunity of turning him into redicule, and showing his con- 
tempt for him. 

The king had become very fond of a smart young lad, by 
name Duljeet, who had been brought up, from his infancy, by 
the minister, but now served the king as his most confidential 
personal attendant. He was paid handsomely, by the minister, for 
all the services he rendered him, and deeply interested in keep- 
ing him in power and unfettered ; and he watched, eagerly, for an 
opportunity, to remove the man who thwarted him. Mucka^ the 
king's head tailor, was equally anxious for his own interests, to 
get rid of the favorite ; and so was Gunga Khowas^ a boat man, 
another personal servant and favorite of the king. These three 
men soon interested in their cause some of the most infl^iftnt^iJ 
ladies of the pakce, and all sought, with avidity, the opportunity 
to effect their object. Ghalib Jung was the person, or one of 
the persons, through whom the king invited females, noted for 
either their beauty or their accomplishments, and he was told to 
bring a celebrated dancing girl, named Mogaree. She did not 
appear, and the king became impatient, and at last asked Dhu- 
neea Mehree the reason. She had often been employed in a 
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similar office, and niis je^otia of GhaKb Jung's rlvilry. She told 
His Majesty, that he had ohatnioteil his [ilcastireB on tlOB as oa 
many «>ther occa/fioriB, and taken the lady into Ibb own beeping. 
All the other favontcs told him the same thing, and it is gene- 
Tally believed, that the charge was true; indeed the girf herself 
afterwards coafessed it. The king, however, " hided Ms lime," in 
tho hepe of findisg some other ground of revenging himst'lf npon 
tfce favorite, mthout the necesBily of making bim appear in pub- 
lic aa lua rival. 

On the Ttb of Ootobpr, 1835, the king was «c(nTorBlng witk 
Oh^b Jang, in oae of his private apartmeata, on affatre at 
mtate. Soverjd cronts stood on the tible for the king'a inapec^ 
tioB. They had been prepared ander Mncka, the tailor's inspeo 
tioB, froia loateriala parchaaed by him. He oln-aj-s charged tha 
king ten times the price of the U-tides which ho waa ordered 
to provide, and Qhalib tang thought ihe oocaaiim favwaMe t* 
«xpoM his miscoadact to his laastcT'. He took up one of th« 
■crowae, put hia left haad into it, 'tmd, turning it round on faia 
fagn', pointed out the flimsy natore of the materials with which 
it had been made. His left finger slipped through the silk, oa 
the crowB, whether accidiMitally> ot designedly, to prove the flints 
wr natore of the silk and esasperate the king, is not known-, 
but on seeing the finger pass tlirough the crown, Hia Majesty 
teft the room «-itbout saying a word. Soon after several atten- 
imi» came in, surrounded Oliatib Jung, und commanded Um to 
remain till further orders. In this state they remained for about 
two hours, when other attendants came in, struck oS bis toiban 
DO the Soor, and had it kicked out of the room by Bweepon. 

Hhey then dragged out Qhalib Jung and thrust him into pri- 

■on. The next day heavy iron fetters were put upon hia lega^ 

■od upon those of tliree of his principal followers, who were 

imprisoned along with htm ; and his mother, Gither, wi& and 

B 2 
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daughten, were made prisoners in tbelr own boua; and all |]« 
propertj- of the fiiuuly, tbat could be found, vu etMdbatod. Oa 
the third daj, while Btill in irons, Gh&lib 3uiiq and his thne tbl- 
loK'ent were tied up and flogged severely, to make them point oat 
any hidden trea«iire that they might have. That nigfit tfae king 
got drunk, and before many persons ordered tbe miniater lo 
have Gholib Jung's right hand and nose eut off fortliwitb. The 
minister prayed forgiveness and fori>earance, was abnaed and tfua 
commanded, but again entreated TTiw Majesty to pauM — and 
prayed for a private audience. It wae granted, and the minister 
told His Majesty, that the British Government would probably 
interpose if the order were carried into eflect. 

The king then retired to rest, but the next morning had Olia- 
)ib Jung and his three followers again tied up and flo^^d. Six 
or seven days after all Ghalib Jung's attendants were taken from 
him, and no person was permitted to enter the room where he 
lay in irons, and he could, in consequence, get neither food nur 
drink of any kind. On the 19th of October, the king oidered 
all the females of Ghalib Jung's family to be brought, on foot, 
from their houses to the palace by force ; and publicly declared, 
that they should all, the next day, have their hair shared off, 
be stripped naked, and in that state turned out into the street. 
After giving these orders tbe king went to bed, and the females 
^rere all brought, as ordered, to tbe palace; but the sympathies 
of the king's own servants were excited by the sufferings of 
these unoffending females, and they disobeyed tbe order for their 
being made to walk, on foot, through the streets, and brought 
them in covered litters. 

The Besident, apprehending that these poor females might be 
further disgraced, and Ghalib Jung starved to death, determinwi 
to interpose, and demanded an interi-iew, while the king nM 



DIARY OP \ TOUR THROL'OH 



141 

' himaclf the 



to ike BfiBidetit to reqiietit, tliat ke irould not gik« 
'trouble to come, if hu object wad to relieve Qh^b •lung's family, 
4W h« would forthwith order tke females to be tuken to tbeir 
Dunnes. The misieter had not been to the Besideiit foe ten or 
twelve Aa.ys, or frem the first or second day aftor tbe fall of 
the bvorite. He prayeil, that the Kesideut would cot speak 
iharehlf to the king, on the subjoct of the trtMitiiieat Ohulib Jun^ 
■and bis family had received, lest he, the minister, eboold himself 
«uffer. The BeHidcnt inaiBted upon an audience. He found the 
luag suUeu and doggedly silent. Tlw minister was present and 
■poke f»F ii\B niHter. He denied what waa kaowa to be true, 
ihat tke prisoaer hod been kept for two daye aad two nights 
without food or drink, but admitted that he had been tied sp 
and flogged severely i and that thf! females of his family weea 
still there, but he promiaoi to send them haek. He said, that 
it was necessMy to confiscate the property of the prisoner, ainoo 
tbegr owed large sums to the State. The femoleB were all Best 
hack to their homea, and Qhalib Jung was pennitted to have 
Jour of bis own servants in attendaiKe upon him. 

The Sesideat reported all these things to Government, 'wito 
entirely approved of kis proceedingH ; and desired, that be would 
tell His Majesty, that such aavage and atrocious proceedings 
would ruia his reputation ; and, if persisted in, bring on consc- 
quencea moet injurious to himself. Whea the Besideut, at the 
audience above described, remonstrated with the king for not 
eaUing upon his ofScers, periodically, to render their acconnts, 
mstead of letting them run on for indefinite periods, and then 
confining them and confiscating their property, he replied — "what 
" you state ia most true, and you may be assured, that I will, 
" in future, make every one account to me every three months, 
'■ for the money he has received, and never again show fcTor 
" to any one." 
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Sajah DuTBun Sing, the great revenue contractor, and at tUf 
time, the most powerful of tUc king's subjects, beyond the pre- 
cincts of ttie Court, had, like the minister himself beea often 
thwtirted b^ GRialib Jung, when in power; and, aft«r the mtcf^ 
position of the Besident, he applied to have him put into hk 
power. The king and minister were pleased at the thought i^' 
making their victim suffer beyond the immediate auperrision of %i 
vigilant Eesident, and the minister made hira over to the B^jah 
for a emmderalion, it is said, of three lakhs of rupees; and, it 
riie same time, assured the Bestdent, that this was the only tth 
way to save him from the further vengeance of an eiasperst- 
ed king — that Bajah Duraun Sing was a iriend of bis, and 
would provide him and hia family and attendants with iinplo 
accommodation and comfort. The Bajah had him put into a 
iron cage, and sent to his fort at Shahgimge, where, report 
says, he had snakes and scorpions put into the cage to tonoent 
and destroy him, but that Ghaltb Jung had " a charmed UJe," 
nnd escaped their poison. The object ia said to have beea 
to torment and destroy him without leaving upon hia body ai^ 
marks of violence. 

On the death of Nuseer-od Deen Hyder, Gbalib Juag was i^ 
les^ed from conSnement, on the payment, it ia said, of bat 
lakhs of rupees, in goTomment aocuritiea, and a promise of thres 
Ukbs more, if restored to office. He went to reside at Can* 
pore, in British territory; but, on the dismissal of the mimater, 
Boshun-od Dowlah, three months after, and the appointment of 
Httkeem Mehndee to hia place, Ghalib Jung was restored to bis 
place. The promise of the three lakhs was communicated to tho 
new king, Mahommed AUee Shah, by Eoahun-od Dowlali himself^ 
while in confinement ; and, it is said, that Ghalib Jung paid on« 
half, or one hundred and fifty thouBaud. 

Gbalib Jung had, in many other ways, abuaed the pririlegee of 
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■nfimate campanionahtp, ■which he enjoyed wi^ hitt maater, ua 
l)etter semuitB under better and more guarded maatere will do; 
aad the king, ttaviBg discorpred tiiia, had for some time resolved 
"to take advantage of the Srst fiur occasion to duKSliarge bim. 
The people ef Lucknow liked their king, with Bill his faults — 
«nd they were many — and hat«d the favorite as much for the 
4njnry which ho did to his master's reputation, ta for the insults 
^aiid injuries indicted hy Mm on themseives. But iHiea the un- 
•ofiending females of the favorite vn^re dragged from their privacy 
to the palace, to be disgraced, the feelings of the whole city 
^rere shocked, and eipreased in tones that fdarmed the miniBter, 
aa much as the Eesident's interposition farmed the king. They 
luul no sympathy for the fallen favortte, bnt a very deep one 
'for the ladies and cliildrcn of his family, who could have no 
share ia his guilt, whatever it might be. 

GhaKb Jung was raised, from a very hnnihlo grade, by Ohazee- 
od Deen Hyder, and about the year 1825, he had become aa 
rgreat a favorite with him as he afterwards became with hia Bon, 
Tfiiaeer^ Deen Hydcr; and he abused his master's faror in the 
wune manner. The minister, Aga Meer, finding hia interference 
"taA vulgar insolence intolerable, took advantage, one day, of tho 
king's anger against him, had him degraded, seized and sent oS' 
forthwith to one of his creatures, Tnj-od Deen Iloseyn, then ia 
charge of the Sultanpoor distrirt, where he was soon reduced 
ahnost to death's door, by harsh treatment, and want of food, 
and made to disgorge i^l the wealth he had accumulated. Four 
yean after the death of GhsEee-od Deen and the BcceBBion of 
his son, Xuseer-od Deen, Gihalib Jung vhb, in the year 1831, 
again appointed to a place of trust at Court, by the minister. 
Hakeem Kfehndeo, who managed to keep him in order during tho 
two years that he held the reins of government.* 



• Ghilib Jung lUcd on (he l9t of May 



A Luckuow, ■g«d about 8 
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December 20, 1849, — Saleepoor, ten miles. The country, on botli 
«ide§ of the road, well studded with trees, hamlets and villagea, 
and well cultivated and peopled. The landholdera and peasantrr 
seem all happy and secure, under their present niast«r8, tbft 
brother and son of the late Dursun Sing. They are, by them, 
jirotected from thieves and robbers, the attacks of refractory ba- 
rons, and, above all, from the ravages of the king's troops; and 
the whole face of the country, at this season, is like that of ft 
iil^i garden. The whole is under cultivation, and covered witb 
ihe greatest possible variety of crops. The people showed us, m 
vt6 tiFiBsed, six kinds of sugar cane, and told ua, that they had 
mftiiy more, one soil agreeing best with one kind, and another 
with another. The main fault in the cultivation of sugar cane 
is here, as in eveiy other part of Iiidia, that I have seen, the 
want of room, and the disregard of cleanliness. They crowd the 
cane too much, and never remove the decayed leaves, and suffi- 
cient air ia never admitted. 

Bucktawar Sing has always been considered as the head of tha 
£amily, to whom Shahgunge belongs, but he has always renuuned 
at Court, and left the local management of tlie estate and the 
government of the districts, placed under their charge, in con- 
tract or in trust, to his brothers and nephews. Buklitawar Sing 
has no child of his own, but he has adopted Maun Sing^, the 
youngest son of his brother, Dursun Sing, and he leaves all local 
duties and reaponsibilitiea to him. He is a small, slight man, 
but shrewd, active, and energetic, and aa unscrupulous as a man 
can be. Indeed old Bucktawar Sing himself is the only member 
of Uie family that was ever troubled witb scruples of any kind 
whatever; for he ia the only one whoso boyhood was not passed 
in the society of men, in the every day habit of oommitting, 
with impunity, all kinds of cruelties, atrocities, and ontmgcs. 
There is, E^'^P^i ^° school is the world better adapted for 
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traimBg C)iorough-bred 'ruffians — msia without any scruple of con- 
science, sense of henor, or feeling of humanity — ^than the camp 
f)f a revenue coatractor in Oude — it has been the same for the 
last tihirty years that I have known it, and must continue to 
be the same as long as we maintain, in absolute sway oyer the 
people, a sovereign who never bestows a thought upon them, has 
no feeliag in common with them, and can never be persuaded, 
that his high office imposes upon him the obligation, to labour 
to promote their good, or even to protect them against iho out>- 
nge and oppression of his ov^n soldiers and civil officers. AH 
fiajah Bukhtawar ^iSing's brotlters and nephews were bred up in 
such camps, and are thorough-bred ruffians. 

They have got the lands which they hold by much fraud and 

violence, no doubt, but they have done much good to them. They 

have invfted and established, in comfort, great nimibers of the best 

classes of cultivators from other districts, in which they had 

f eased to feel secure; and they have protected and encouraged 

those whom they found on the land. To establish a new culti'- 

rator of the better class, they require to give him about twenty 

five rupees for a pair of bullocks; for subsistence for himself 

and family till his crops ripen, thirty-six more; for a house, welLs^ 

&c. Ac., thirty more, or about ninety rupees, which he pays 

back with or without interest, by degrees. Every village and 

hamlet is now surrounded by fine garden cultivation, conducted 

bj the cultivators of the gardener cast, whom tlie family has 

thus established* 

The greatest benefit conferred upon the lands, which they hold, 
lus been in the suppression of the fearful contests, which used to 
be perpetual between the small proprietors of the military class* 
es, among whom the lands hod become minutely subdived by the 
law of inheritance, about boundaries and rights to water for irri- 
gation. Many persons used to be killed excry year in these 
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contests; and their widows and orplutna had to be tniunlainej 
by the survivon). Now no such diapula leads to any ftenoua 
conflict. They are all settled at once hy arbitnitors, who ara 
guided, in their deciaiona, by the accounts of the Putwaries of 
vitlageR, and Canoongoce of districts. Theee men bare tJie detail* 
ed accounta of every tenement for the last hundred yesre ; andt, 
with their aaaistance, village traditions, ani the advice of thdp 
elden, all anch boundary disputes and misundenitandings abooln 
lights to water, are quickly and amicably adjusted; and the Iand>. 
lords are atrong, and able to enforce whatever decision ie pro- ] 
nounced. Tbey are wealthy and pay the government demand 
punctually; and have influence at Court, to prevent any att«'mpft 
st oppreasion on the part of government officers on themselvei 
or their tenanti. Not a thief or a robber can live or depTcdalv 
among their t«nantB. The hamlets are, in consequence, numerou* 
and peopled by peasantry, who seem to live without fear. They* 
adhere strictly to the terms of their engagements with tiinr 
tenants of all grades ; and their tenants all pay their renta pono 
tually, unless calamities of season deprive them of the mean*, 
when due consideration is made by landlords, who live amoiif 
them, and know what tbey suffur and reqmre. 

The climate must be good, for the people are strong and well 
made, and without any ^pearance of disease. Hardly a beggar 
if any kind is to be seen along the road. The residence of 
religious mendicants seems to be especially discouraged, and w» 
see no others. It ie very pleasing to pass over such lands after 
going through auch districts as Bahraetch and Oonda, whore tha 
aigns of the effects of bad air and water upon men, women and 
children, are bo sad and numerous; and those of the abuse t£ 
power and the neglect of duty on the part of the govemmeot 
and its officers, are still more so. 

Iiaat eveoing, I sent for the two men, above named, n ho had 
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^en confined fiir six or seven years, and were siid to haTe been 
ao, becauHe they woold not tign the bjaanakt required bam them 
by MauQ Sin;. Tkeir nameB are Soorujbulee Sisg and Rugo- 
nath Sing. They caine with the king's wukeel, »CL-ompwued by 
their cousin, Hunooman Sing, on whose charge they were de- 
4:lared te haTe been wnfined, I found that t!»e vUlage of Ten- 
dooa had been held by th«r family, in proprietary right, for 
many generations; and that they vi&re Chouban Bcypoots by cast. 
When Dursun Sing was seeuiing t« btmself the lands of ik» 
district, tboae of Tendoou were held i« three equal shares by 

1 Soorujbulec and his brothers, Narind and Bugonath. 

2 HuHooraaa Sing, thwr cousin. 

3 Sooruttun, their cousin. 

Maun Sing took advantage of a desperate quarrel between them, 
and secured Soorujbulee and Sugonath. Karind escaped and join- 
ed a refractory Tallookdw, and Seomttun and Hunoomui did 
the same. Hunooman Sing was, however, invited back, and 
entrusted, by Maun Sing, with the raB&Bgement of the whole 
cBtate, on favorable terms. la revenge for his giving in to the 
terma of Maun Sing, and serving him, the absconded co-sharera 
attacked his house several times, killed three of his brothers, and 
many other persons of hia family, and robbed him of almost all 
lie had. This was four years ago. He complained, and the two 
brothers were kept more strictly confined than ever, to earn him 
and the village. Hunooman Sing looked upon the two priaonera 
as the murderers of bis brothers, though they were in conflno* 
m«it when they were killed, and had been so for more than 
two years, and was very violent against them in my presenea. 
They were no less violent against him, as the cause of their 
continued confinement. They protested to me, that they hod no 
communication, whatever, with Seoruttun or Narind Sing, but 
thought it very likely, that tbey really did lead the gang* in 
T 2 
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the afctadks upon the village, to recover their rights. They offer- 
ed to give securitj for their future good behaviour if released; 
hut declared, that they would rather die than consent to sign » 
bynamak, or deed of sale, or any relinquishment, whatever, of 
their hereditary rights, as landholders. 

* 

Biikhtawar and Maun Sing said, — "that the people of tiie vil- 
" lage would not be safe, for a moment, if these two broken 
*' were <rdleased, which they would be, on the first occasion of 
'' thanksgiving, if sent to Lucknow, — ^that people who ventured 
'^ to seize a thief or robber in Oude, must keep him, if they 
wished to «ave themselves from his future depredations, as the 
governnnPTit authorities would have nothing to do with them." 
1 ordered the king's wakeel to take these two brothers to the 
Chuckladar, and request him to see them released on tiieir 
furnishing sufficient security for their future good behavior, 
whidh they promised to produce.* They were all fine looking 
men, with Hmbs that would do honor to any climate in the 
world. These are the families from which our Native Segiments 
are recruited ; and hardly a young recruit ofiers himself for 
f^nlistment, on whose body marks will not be found of wounds 
received in these contests, between landlords themselves, and 
between them and the officers and troops of the sovereign. I 
have never seen enmity more strong and deadly than that exhibited 
h\ contending co-sharers and landholders of all kinds in Oude. 
The B^ah of Bulrampoor mentioned a curious instance of tiiis 
spirit in a village, now called the Kolotoar village, in the Oon- 
da district, held in copartnership by a family of the Buchulgotee 
tribe of Eajpoots. One of them said he should plant sugar 



* They were released, and have been, ever since, at large on secuity. One 
of them Tisited me in April, 1851, and said, that as a point of honor, they 
should abstain from joining in thr fight for their rights, but felt it very hirf 
to tie 'bound to do so< 
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«n ooo of his fields. All coBaested to thitu But «chea he point- 
n«i sut the place where he tbomld have hJs iniU, the conunimity 
tiecwne dirideiL A contest cziaued, in which all the able bodied 
men were killed, tbottgh not a aiogle cane hod been planted. 
The widows and children surviFed, and still hold the village, but 
hsTc been eo subdued by porerty, that they are the <]uiet«at 
Tillage coramunity in the district. The villtif^, from that time, 
htm gooo by the nsme of StAiwar village, from Kirioo, the augar 
mJU, thoDgh no Mgar mill was ever worked in the Tillage he 
bdiered. He says, the villagers chorish the recollection of this 
JSyht ; and get very angry when their neigbboun twit them with 
Ihe felly of it. 

In our own districts in €pper India, they oftea Idll each 
vlber in such eontcsta ; but more trequently ruin each other ia 
litigation in our Civil Courts, to the benefit of the native attor- 
Bcys and law officers, who fatten on the misery they <seate or 
pradnoe. In Oude they always decide such queetions hy recourse 
ts armB, and the loas of life is, no doubt, fcarfiil. Still tha 
people generally, or n great part of them, would prefer to 
reside in Oude, under all the riska to which these contest* 
eipoae them, than ui our own districts, under the evils the peopl« 
are exposed to from the uncertiuntiea of our law, the multiplici- 
ty and formality of our Courts, tho pride and negligence of those 
*ho prewde over thcin, and tlio corruption and insolence of t 
*ho must be employed, to prosecute or defend a cause in them, 
and enforce the fultilment of s decree, when passed. 

"Hie memben of tbo landed aristocracy of Oude alwi^ i 
irith respert, of the adminiatration in our territories, but genenl- 
It end vrith remarking on the cost and uncertainty of the law 
iiL civil cases, and the gradual decay, under its operation, of all 
llie anoieot families. A less and less proportion of the annual 
phuincc of their knds is left to them in our periodical Mttle- 
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nents of the land revenue, while family pride makes them eiprnil 
the same sums in the marriage of their chUdren, in rcligioua imd 
fflther festivalB, pereonal »er»antH, and hereditary retainers. They 
fall into baliuLce, incur hea^^ debt?, and estate after estate is put 
up to auction, and the proprietors are reduced to poverty. Tbei' 
Kay, that four timea more of these families hare gone to decar 
in the half of the territory made over to na in 1801, than in 
the half reaerved by the Oude sovereign; and this ia, I fear, 
true. Tbey name the families — I cannot remember them. 

In Oude, the law of primogeniture prevails among all the Ttl- 
lookdare, or principal landholders; and, to a certain extent, among 
the middle ela^iH of landholders, of the Rajpoot or any other 
tnilitary class. If one co-sharer of this class has several eons, hi* 
eldest often inherits all the share he leaves, with all the obligations 
incident upon it, of maintaining the rest of the family. 

The brothers of Soorujbulee, above named, do not pretend to 
have any right of inheritance in the share of the lands ho holds; 
but they have a prescriptive right to support from him, for them- 
BelveB and faroilea, when they require it. This rule of primog»- 
niture is, however, often broken through during the life time of 
the father, who, having more of natural affection than ikmily 
pride, divides the lands between his sona. After his death they 
submit to this division, and take their respective eh ares, to 
descend to their children, by the law of primogeniture, or bo 
again subdivided aa may seem to them best ; or they fight it 
out among themselves, till the strongest gets all. Among land* 
lioldera of the smallest class, whether Hindoos or Mahomedana, 
the lands are subdivided, according to the ordinary law of 
inheritaooe. 

Onr tamy and other public establishments, form a great " aofi^- 
ty valve" for Oude, and save it from a vast deal of tightiog for 
Bbarea in land, and the disorders that always attend it. Young- 
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iiat in our Begimenta, or find employnic^nt in our 
■cinl estdilishineitts, «iid lemre Xhfar wives and dutdren under 
the protecJnim of the 'eider bn>tht«, who maiiageB tbe fkiiiilr 
«sttite for the common good. Tfaej' Bead the greater part of titeir 
pay to him fer thcHr sDbsistence, and feel axMired, that be nlH 
•eo that they are provided for, ehoDld they lose their lives in 
fiur aerrice. fVom the eiagle distnot of Bjewara, in Oud^, eix- 
teen l&ousaad. men wore, it is said, found to be eo serving in 
our army anat other estAbliebments ; and fnnn Bunoda, v Jiioh 
adjoina it to the eaat, Kfteea thonaand, on on inquiry ordered 
to be made by Gbazee-od Decii Ilyder some twentyfivc years ago. 

The fernUy of Dureun Sing, lifco good landholders in all parts 
Cif Oude, assign emttU patches of land to sufastitntial eultivators, 
merebants, stoplreepere, nnd others, vihora tt is ukAiI t» retain 
in their ert&tes, for the purpose of planting small grores of 
mmgo and other trees, as local ties. Thvy prepare the well uid 
plant the trees, aad then make over the land to a gardener or 
cither good cultivator, to be tsUed for his own profit, on eondi- 
tiun. that he water the treea, and take ("aw to pTPsene them 
from frost during the cold season, and from rals, nhite ant?, 
and other enemies ; and form terraces round thorn, where thi> 
vater lies much on the surface during the rains, so that it may 
not reach and injure the bark. The land yields crops till the 
trees grov large and cover it with their shade, by which time 
they are independant of irrigation, and begin to bear fruit. Hie 
oops do not thrive under the shade of the trees, and the lands 
Ibey cover cease to be of any value for tillage. The atema and 
feliage of the trees, no doubt, deprive the crops rif the moisture, 
carbonic acid gaa and ammonia, they require from the otmos- 
pherr. They arn, generally, watered from six to ten years. These 
grom form a valuable local tie for the cultivators and other 
Moful tenants. No man darea to molest them or their desoend- 
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f't./c^ ants, in the possession of their well and grove, without incarin^, 

at least, the odium of society; and, according to their notion, 
the anger of their gods. 

The cultivators always point out to them, in asserting their 
rights to the lands they hold; and reside and cultivate in the 
village, under circumstances, that would drive them away, had 
they no such ties to retain them. They feel a great pride in 
them, and all good landlords feel the same in having their vil- 
lages filled with tenants who have such ties. 

December 21, 1849. — Bhurteepoor, ten miles, almost all the way 
through the estate of Maun Sing. No lands could be bett^ 
cultivated than they are all the way, or better studded with 
groves and beautiful single trees. The villages and hamlets along 
the road are numerous, and filled with cultivators of the garden- 
er and other good classes, who seem happy and contented. The 
season has been favorable, and the crops are aU fine, and of 
great variety. Sugar cane abounds, but no mills are, as yet, at 
work. We passed through, and by three or four villages, that 
have been lately taken from Maun Sing, and made over to far- 
mers, by the local authorities, under instructions from Court; 
but they are not so well cultivated as those which he retains. 
The cultivators and iiihabitants generally do not appear to enjoy 
the same protection, or security in the engagements they make. 
The soil is, every wher/" good, tlie water near the surface, and 
the climate excellent. The soil is here called doomuteea, and 
adapted to all kinds of tillage. 

I should mention, with regard to the subdivision of landed 
property, that the Eajahs and Tallookdars, among whom the law 
of primogeniture prevails, consider their estate as principalities, 
or reeasuts. When any Eajah, or TaUookdar, during his life time, 
assigns portions of the land to his sons, brothers, or other mem- 
bers of the family, they are separated froiJa the reeawi, or prin- 
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^pclil^, and sre Bubdividetl a> they descend finm generation to 
genentioB, bf the ordiniLrj Hindoo or Maliomedan law of inhe- 
ritancA^ This ia the case with portions of the estate of the 
Kajslt of Korwar, u the Sultanpoor district, one of the oldest 
Hiadop priadpalitjes io Oude, which are now held by hia rousins, 
nephews, &c. Ac. Besr this place, Bhurte«poor.* 

Dooaeeapat succeeded to the reeatai on tlie death of bis uncle, 
the Bajah, who died witKoat issue ; and he bestawed portions of 
the estate «■ his brothers, Burear and Zubur Sing, which their 
dmeesdaats eejoy, but which do net go to the eldest son, by 
the law ef premogenitare. He was succeeded by his brother, 
Sookraj, whose grandson, Mndhoo Persand, now reigns as Rajah. 
mat has the iwdirided jiossesaioa of the lands belonf^ing to thia 
branch. All the descenduats of his grandfather, Sookraj, and their 
widows and orphans, hare a riglit to protection aud support fi^im 
bim, and to nothing more. Jydat, who now holds the lands, 
yieldiiig forty thousand rupees a year, called upon me, this mom- 
ing, and gave me this history of bis family. The Bajah himself 
is in Mrap, and to visit me this afternoon. 

It ia interesting and ptcnsing to see a large, well controlled camp, 
tnoving, in a long line, through a narrow road, or path way, over 
plains, covered mth so rich a variety of crops, and studded with 
such magmficent ever-green trees. The solitary mango tree, ia a 
field of com, seems to eiult hi its position— to grow taller and 
spread wider its branches aod rieh foliage, in Eituittions where 
they can be seen to so much advantage. The poepul and bargut 

* annknr Sing, of Korrar, hkd bur ian« : tint, Dooiue«pat dixl 
vitliODt iMUci ncond, Sookraj Sing, Khoae gtandian. Madlioo Peruud, 'a now 
tbe Biyah ; third, Bureesr Sing, who gat Urom hia hrotlier. Uads yielding tortj 
tWluand tvpeet S jew, out of the prinripolity. They sra now hold hj his 
■on, Jydut; fourth, Zubsr Saag, «lio gat fhiin hii brother, lands jielihng nine- 
IMD thonaand rupees a jenr, irhii'h arc now held by his son Moliem Penaud. 
Suakut Sing wu the seconJ brothiT. but his t^Ider brolliLT died without issue. 



CHAPTER IV. 



December 22, 1849. — Sultanpoor, eight miles. Becrossed the 
Ooomtee river, close under the Cantonments, over a bridge of 
boats, prepared for the purpose; and encamped on the parado 
ground. The country, over which we came, fertile and well cul- 
tivated. Por some days we have seen and heard a good many 
religious mendicants — both Mahomedans and Hindoos — ^but still 
very few lame, blind and otherwise helpless persons, asking cha- 
rity. The most numerous and distressing class of beggars, that 
importune me, are those who beg redress for their wrongs, and 
a remedy for their grievances, — " their name, indeed, is Lepon,^' 
and their wrongs and grievances are, altogether, without remedy, 
under the present government, and inveterately vicious system of 
iuiministration. It is painful, to listen to all these complaints, 
and to have to refer the sufferers, for redress, to authorities 
who want both the power and the will to afford it ; especially, 
when one knows, that a remedy, for almost every evil, is hoped 
for from a visit, such as the poor people are now receiving 
from the Eesident. He is expected " to wipe the tears from off 
nil faces ;" and feels, that he can wipe them from, hardly any. 
The reckless disregard sho\^'n by the depredators of all classes 
and degrees, to the sufferings of their victims, whatever be the 
cause of discontent or object of pursuit, is lamentable. I have, 
every day, scores of petitions delivered to me "with quivering 
lip and tearful eye," by persons who have been plundered of all 
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tbej possessed, had their dearest relatives murdered or tortured 
to deatk, and their habitations burnt to the gzx>und, bj gangs of 
ruffians, under landlords of high birth and pretensions, whom they 
had never wronged or offended. Some, merely because they hap- 
pened to have property, which the ruffians wished to take; others, 
because they presumed, to live and labour upon lands which 
they coveted, or deserted, and wished to have left waste. In 
these attacks, neither age, nor sex, nor condition, are spared. 
The greater part of the leaders of these gangs of ruffians are 
Hajpoot landholders, boasting descent from the sun and mocm, or 
from the demi-gods, who figure in the Hindoo religious fictions 
of the Poorans. There are, however, a great many mahomedans 
at the head ef similar gangs. A landholder, of whatever degree, 
who is opposed to his government, from whatever cause, consi- 
ders himself in a state of war ; and he considers a state of 
war, to authorise his doing all those things which he is forbid- 
den to do, in a state of peace. 

Unless the sufferer happens to be a native officer or sipahee 
of our army, who enjoys the priWlege of urging his claims 
through the Besident, it is a cruel mockery to refer him, for 
redress, to any existing local authority — one not only feels, that 
it is so, but sees, that the sufferer thinks that he must know 
it to be sa No such authority considers it to be any part of 
hifl duty, to arrest evil doers, and inquire into and redress wrongs 
suffered by individuals, or families, or village communities* Should 
he arrest such people, he would have to subsist and accommodate 
them at his own cost, or to send them to Lucknow, with the 
assurance, that they would, in a few days, or a few weeks, purchase 
their way out again, in spite of the clearest proofs of the mur- 
ders, robberies, torturings, dishonorings, house burning, &c., which 
they have committed. No sentence, which any one local autho- 
rity could pass on such offenders, would be recognised, by any 
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othar aallmrity ia the State, aa valid, or sufficient, to justify him 
in raceiTing and holding them in confinement for a ungle day. 
TbB local authorities, therefore, either leave the wrong doera an- 
moleated, with the uuderstanding, that tkey are to abBtain from 
doing any such wrong, within their juriadiotions, as may endan- 
gor, or impede, the oQlleetion of renenuet, during their period of 
oiSce; OF release them with thivt understanding, after they bars 
t';iieeEed all they can out of them. The wrong doers can an 
ai'stain, and still be able to muriier, rob, torture, dukonar, amd 
hurt', upon a pretty large scale; and where tiiey are so nume- 
rouSi and ao ready to unite for purposes, " offensive and defeo- 
8ive,"' and the local authorities bo generally connive at, or quiet- 
ly acquiesce in, their misdeeds, any attempt on the part of an 
honest or overaealoua individual, to put them down, would be 
sure to result in his speedy and utter ruin! 

To refer such eufferere to the authorities at Lucknow, would 
be a ptill more cruel mocliBry. The present Hovercign never 
hears a complaint, or reads a petition, or report of any kind. 
He is entirely taken up in the purauit of his personal gratifica- 
tions. He has no desire to be thought to take any interest, 
whatever, in public affairs ; and is altogether regardless of the 
duties and responsibilities of his high office. He lives, etolosiTely, 
in tbe society of fiddlers, eunuchs, and women — be has done so 
ninceliifl childhood, and la likely to do bo to the lost. His disre- 
lish, for. aoy other society has become inveterate — he cannot keep 
awake in any other. In spite of average natural capacity, and more 
tlian average facility in the cultivation of light literature, or at 
least " de fuire dea petita vera de sa faeon" bis understanding bos 
become so emasculated, that he is altogether uniit for the con- 
duct of bia domostic much less his public affairs. He sees, oc- 
cosioaally, his prime minister, who takes core to persuade liim, 
that h^ does all thati a king ought to do; and nothing what- 
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<>*er «f say other miniater. He holds no rommunicatioti, what- 
«T«r, irith brothers, uncles, couaina, or any of the native gentle- 
men at Luckoow, or the landed or official ■ristocracy of the 
vumtixy. He aometimes admits a few poets or poetastera, to hear 
aod pruse hia verses, and commanda the umdJUng attendance of 
Mima of his relations, to witness and applaud the acting ( 
of hia own siUy comedies, on the penalty of forfeiting their 
stipends; but aaj one vho presumes to approoch him — eren in 
hia rides or drirea — with a petition for justice, ia instantly clap- 
ped into prison, or, otherwise, severely punished. 

His &ther and grand father, while on the throne, used to see 
the members of the royal family and aristocracy of the city lo 
Durbar, once a day, or three or four times a ireek, and have 
all petitions and reports read over in their own presence. They 
dictated the orders, and their seal was alHxed to them in their 
own presence, bearing the inscr^tjon niolaJdza thud " it haa been 
•sen." The seal was then replaced in the coaket, which was 
kept by one confidential aerrant, Muzd-od Dowlah, while the hey 
wBi confided to another. Documents were thus read and orders 
passed upon them twice a day — once in the morning, and once 
again in the evening i and, on such occasions, all heads of de- 
partments were present. The present king continued this system 
for A short time, but he soon got tired of it, and mads orei 
seal and all to the miniater, to do what he liked with them : 
And discontinued altogether the abort Durbar, or Levees, which 
hia &ther, grand fiither, and all former sovereigns had held — be- 
fore they entered on the business of the day, with the I 
of departments and secretaries — and, at which, all the 
bars of the royal family and aristocracy of the city attended, to 
pay their respects to their sovereign; and soon ceased altogether, 
to see the heads of departiuants and secretaries, to hear ordera 
nad, and to ask questiona about state afiairs. 
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The minister has become, by degrees, almost as inaccessible as 
hb Bovereign, to dl but hia deputies, beads of department)^ 
•ecretaries, anil Court foToritea, whom it is bia istotest to coB- 
ciliftte. Though the minister baa his o<wii confideiittBl depudea ant 
secretaries, tbe same beads of departments are io oiGce, aa under 
the present king's father and grand father ; nnd, though no 
longer permitted to attend upon or see tbe king, they ara stSl 
'fluppoaed to submit to the minister, for ordov, all repoota from 
loci^ authorities, intelligence writera, &^. &£,, and all petitiooi 
from sufferers I but, in reality, be sees and bears read veiy l«w, 
snd poases orders npon still less. Any bead of a department, 
deputy, secretary, or favorite, may receive petitions, to be sub* 
mitted to the minister for orders ; but it is the tpeeial Ai/y af 
no one to receive them, nor is aiiy one held responsible for sub- 
mitting them fo* orders. ThosR only who are in the special con- 
fidence of the miniater, or of those about Court, from whom bo 
baa something to hope or something to fear, Tenture to raoaivt 
iui<l submit petitions; and they drive a prolitflble tnule in 
doing so. A Urge portion of those submitted, are thrown aaid^ 
without any orders at all — a portion have orders so written n 
*« ahow, that they are never intended to be carried into eSbet — 
« third portion receive orders, that are really intended to b# 
Wted upon. But they are taken to one of the minister'a depu> 
lioa, vilb whose views or interests some of them may not 
iKju&ro well ; and he may detain them for weeks, month*, or 
ymn, till the petitioners are worn out with "hope defemd," or 
iiitcriy ruined, in vain efforts, to purchase tbe attention they 
jequire. Ifothing is more common than for a peramptory order 
to be paued, for tUe immediate payment of the arrears of pan- 
sion, duo to a stipendiary member of the royal family, and for 
tho payment to be deferred for eight, tec and t^dvo RionAa, 
till ho or aho coosents to give from ten to twenty per erait — 
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maeord&ag to bis or her neeeesities — ^to the deputy, who has to 
«ee the order earned out A sufferer offcen, instead of getting 
his petition smuggled on to the minister, in the mode above 
described, bribes a news writer to insert his case in his report, 
to be SHbmitted through the head of the department. 

At present the head of the intelligence department assumes 
the same latitude, in submitting reports, for orders, to the minis- 
tor, that his subordinates, in distant districts, assume, in fram- 
ing and sending them to him — that is, he submits only such as 
it may suit his views and interests to submit! Where grave 
charges are sent to him ag^nst sabstantial men, or men high 
in office, he comes to an understanding with their representatives 
in Lucknow, and submits the report to the minister only as a 
demure retort^ when such representatives cannot be brought to 
submit te his terms. If found out, at any time, and threatened, 
fce has his feed patrons or patraneises ^behind the throne, and 
greater than the throne itself," to protect him. 

The unmeaning orders, passed by the minister, on reports and 
petitions, are commonly, that 89 and m is to inquire into the 
nutter complained of— to see that the offenders are seized and 
fmnished — ^that the stolen property and usurped lands be restor- 
ed — that rMzeenamaSy or acquittances, be sent in by the friends of 
yersons who have been murdered by the king's officers — ^that the 
laen, women and children, confined and tortured by king's officers, 
0t by robbers and ruffians, be set at liberty and satisfied — the 
•aid 90 and «9, being the infant commander-in-chief— the king's 
chamberlain, foot man, coach man, chief fiddler, eunuch, barber, 
or person uppermost in his thoughts at the time. Similar or- 
ders are passed, in his name, by his deputies, secretaries, and 
bvorites, upon all the other numerous petitions and reports, which 
he sends to them unperused. Not, perhaps, upon one in five 
does the minister himself pasci any order; and of the orders 
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paHsed by him, not one in five, perhaps, is intended to be taken 
notice of. His deputies and favorites cany on a profitable trade 
in all such reports and petitions — they extort money, aUke, from 
the wrong doer and the wrong sufierer; and from all local au- 
thorities, or their representatives, for all neglect of duty or 
abuses of authority, charged against them. 

As to any investigation into the real merits of any ease, det- 
cribed in these reports, from the news writers and local autho- 
rities, no such thing has been heard of for several reigns. The 
real merits of all such cases are, however, well and gmuerally 
^nown to the people of the districts in which they occur, and 
freely discussed by them with suitable remarks on the '* darkness 
whidi prevails under the lamp of royalty;" and no less suitable 
execrations against the intolerable system, that deprives the king 
of all feeling of interest in the well being of his subjects — all 
sense of duty towards them — all feeling of responsibility to any 
higher power, for the manner in which he discharges his high 
trust, over the millions, committed to his care. 

As I have said, the king never sees any petition or report — 
he hardly ever sees even official notes addressed to him by the 
British Eesident, and the replies to almost all are written with- 
out his knowledge.* The minister never puts either his seal or 
signature to any order that passes, or any document whatsoever, 
with his own hand; he merely puts in the date — as the 1st, 5tb, 
or 10th, — the month, year, and the order itself, are inserted by , 

* On the 17th of October, 1850, Husaan Khan, one of the kkowmt, or 
fMiges, whose special duty it is to deliver all papers to the long, feU under 
His Majesty's displeasure, and his house was seized and searched. SerenJ of 
the Resident's official notes were found unopened among his papers. They bad 
been sent to the palace, as emergent, many months before, but never shown 
to the king. Such official notes, from the Resident, are hardly ever alMmn to 
the king, nor is he consulted about the orders to be passed npon them. 
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the deputies, secretaries or farorites, to whom the duty is con- 
fided. The reports and petitions, submitted for orders, often ac- 
<ciuniilat8 80 fast in times of great festivity or ceremony, that 
- ilie^iiunister has iiiem tied up in bundles, without any orders 
wrhatorer, havings l>een passed on them, and sent to his deputies, 
fpr such as they may think proper to pass, merely inserting hifi 
•figure 1, 5, or 10, to indicate the date, on the outermost docu- 
ment of each bundle. If any orders are inserted by his deputies, 
on the rest, they have only to insert the same date. There is no- 
thing but the figure, to attest the authenticity of the order; and 
it would be often impossible for the minister himself to say, whe- 
ther the figure was inserted bj himself or by any other person. 
These deputies are the men who adjust all the nuzuranas, or un- 
authorised gratuities^ to be paid to the minister. 

They share, largely, in all that he gets ; and take a great deal, 

for which they render him no account. Knowdng all that he 

takes and <mgkt not to take, he dares not punish them for their 

transgressions, and knowing this, sufferers are afraid to complain 

against them. In ordinary tiilies, or undet ordinary sorereigns, 

the sums paid by revenue authcmties in nazuranas^ or gratuities, 

l)efore they were permitted to enter on their charges, amounted 

to, perhaps^ ten or fifteen per cent — under the present sovereign 

they amount to more than twenty-five per cent upon the reve- 

k nue they are to collect, I believe. Of these the minister and 

^ his deputies take the .^ largest part. A portion is paid in advance, 

and good bonds are taken for the rest, to be paid within the 

year. Of the money collected, more than twenty-five per cent., 

on an arflrage, is appropriated by those entrusted with the dis- 

bmiementSy and by their patrons and patronesses. The sovereign 

> 

flA^peifaaps, three-fourths of what is collected: and of what is 

rolhstcrf^ perhaps, two-thirds, on an average, reaches its legitimate 

deslaqdiign; so that one-hatf of the revenues of Oude, may be 

w2 
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considered as taken hj officers and Conrt favorites, in tmantfaoi^ 
ised gratuities and perquisites. The pay of tbe troops and ealab- 
lishraente, on dutj with the revenue collectors, is dedncted by 
them, and the surplus only is sent to the Treasury at Lucknow. 
In his accounts he receives credit for all sums paid to the 
troops and estahlishments, on duty under him. Though the aas 
tillerj bullocks get none of the grain, for which he pays and 
charges government, a greater portion of the wliole df Y/hat be 
pays and charges in his accounts, reaches its legitimise destina- 
tion, perhaps, than of the whole of what is paid firom the TEi^a- 
8ury at the OapitaL On an average, however, I do not thiidc, 
that more than two-thirds of what is paid and charged to gov- 
ernment, reaches that destination. 

I may instance the two Eegiments, under Thakur Sing, TiP- 
fcaydee, which are always on duty at the palace. It is known 
that the officers and sipahees of those Eegiments do not get 
more than one-half of the pay, which is issued for them 6verf 

month, from the Treasury. The other half is absorbed by tte 

» 
commandant and his patrons at Court. On every thing sold in 

the palace, the vender is obliged to add one-third to the price, 
to be paid to the person, through whom it is passed in. With- 
out this, nothing can be sold in the palace, by European or native. 
Not a single animal, in the king's establishments, gets one-third 
of the food allowed for it, and charged for — ^not a building is 
erected or repaired at less than three times the actual outlay-^ 
two-thirds, at least, of the money charged, going to the saperin^ 
tend^t and his patrons. 

December 23, 1849. — Halted at Sultanpoor, which is one of the 
healthiest stations in India, on the right bank of the Goomtee rirv, 
upon a dry soil, among deep ravines, which drain off the watw 
rapidly. The bungalows are on the verge, looking down into''th6 
river, upon the level patches of land, dividing the ravines. 
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The #at^r, ia the we!b, ia ionie fi% feet below the surface, 
#B a level with the itream below. There are no groyes within 
*m mile of the eantonnents ; tanA no Uket, m&rshes, or jungles, 
iKthin a great manj; and the single trees, in and near the 
eantonmentSy are few. The gardens are small and few; and the 
water is sparingly used in irrigating them, as the eipenee of 
drawing it is very great. 

There is another good site far a cantonment at Chandour, 
laome twelre miles up the river, on tlie opposite bank, and look- 
ing down upon the stream, from the verge, in the same manner. 
Chandour was chosen, for his cantonments, bj Eajah Dursun Sing, 
when he had the contract for the district; and it would be the 
i^est place for the head-quarters of auj establishments, that any 
Yiefw arrangements might require for the administration of the 
•Sultanpoor and sunrounding districts. Secrora would be the best 
position for the head-quarters of those required for the adminis- 
tration of the Gonda-Bahraetch, and other surrounding districts. 
it is o^tnl, and has always been considered one of the heal- 
thiest places in Oude. It was long a cantonment for one of ou^ 
Regimtots of Infantry and some gnns, which were, in 1835, 
withdrawn, and sent to increase the force at Lucknow, from two 
to three Begiments ef Infantry. The Eegiment and guns at Sul- 
taapoor, were taken away in 1837« Secrora was, for some years, 
after our Begiment and guns had been withdrawn, occupied hf 
a Segiment and guns tuider Captain Barlow, one of the king 
of Oude's ofScers ; but it is now altogether deserted. Sultanpoor 
has been, ever since 1837, occupied by one of the two Begi- 
iseits of Oiide Local Infantry, without any guns, or cavalry, of 
any kind. There was, also, a Eegiment of our regular Iniantiy 
at Pertabghnr, three marches from Sultanpoor, on the road to 
An^riiHyl^ with a Begiment of our Light Cavalry. The latter 
was withdrawn in 181i, for the Nepaul war, and employed again 
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under us during the Mahratta war, in 1817 and 1818. It wm 
sent back again in 1820; but soon after, in 1821, withdrvwi 
altogether; and we have since had no Cavahy of any kind ia 
Oude. Seetapoor was, also, occupied by one of our regular Be* 
giments of Infantry and some guns, till 1837, whqa ihey were 
withdrawn, and their place supplied by the second Begiment of 
Oude Local Infimtry. Our Government now pays the two Be- 
giments of Oude Local Infantry, stationed at Sultanpoor and 
Seetapoor; but the places of those stationed at Secrora and 
Pertabghur, have never been supplied. One additional Begiment 
of In&ntry is kept at Lucknow, so that our force, in Oude, has 
only been diminished by one Begiment of Infantry, one of Ca- 
valry, and eight guns, with a Company and half of Artillery. 
To do our duty, honestly ^ by Oude, we ought to restore the 
Begiment of Infantry; and, in the place of the Corps of Light, 
send one of Irregular Cavalry. We ought, also, to restore tiie 
Company and half of Artillery, and eight guns, which have been 
withdrawn. We draw, annually, from the lands, ceded to us, in 
1801 — for the protection, which we promised to the king and his 
people, from "all internal and external enemies" — ^no less than 
two erores and twelve lakhs of rupees, or two millions steriing 
a year, while the Oude government draws, from the half of its 
territories, which it reserved, only one half that sum, or one 
«rore of rupees. 

Maun Sing is to leave my camp to-day, a^d to return Shah- 
gunge. Of the fraud and violence, abuse of power, and collusion 
with local authorities, by which he and hia. father seized upon 
the lands of so many himdreds of old proprietora^ ' there can be 
no doubt ; but to attempt to make the ^family restore them now, 
under such a government, would create great disorder, drhre off 
all the better classes of cultivators, and desolate the face, of the 
country, which they have* rendered ao beautiful, by afi fSeient 
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at admin istratioo. Ktmy of the most powerful of the landed 
jucwbocmcy of Oude have acquired, or aitgnienteil, their est&tes, 
in the aame timimer, aui within the Btunc time; and the aame 
<lifficult3r would attend the attempt, to restore the old proprietor? 
in all parts, A strong aud honest government trnght overcome 
jUI these difficulties, and restore to every rightful proprietor the 
iand unjuatly taken Irora him, within a limited period ; but it 
ahould not attempt to enforce Kiy odjuBtmont of the accounts of 
leoeipta and disbursements for the intervening period. The old 
f)roprietor would receive back his land in an improved condition, 
and the usurper might laiHy be considered, to have reimbursed 
himself for aH his outlay. The old proprietor should ho required 
to pledge himself to respect the rights of all new tenants. 

Decentier 2i, 1840. — Meranpoor, twelve miles. Soil between thia 
and Sultanpoor neither so fertile nor ao well cultivated, aa we 
found it on the other mde of the Ooomtee river, though it la 
of the same denomination — generally doomnt, but here aad there 
muteear. Tiio term muteear ■erabracea tii good argiBaceous earth, 
ftotn the light hrown to the black, hundc or ulmic depont, found 
in the beds of tanks and lakes in Oude. The natives of Onde 
«all the black soil of }Ialwa and southern India, and Bundlekund, 
mtUeear. This black soil has, in its unexhausted state, abundance 
of silicates, sulphates, phosphates, and carbonates of ^umina, po- 
tassa, luue, &c. &c., and of organic acids, combined with the same 
unorgantc substances, to attract and fii ammonia, and collect and 
■tore up moisture, and is esceedingly fertile and strong. 

Both salt-petre and common salt are made by liziviation finm 
seme of the poor, oosur boUs; but, from the most barren in 
Oude, carbonates of soda, nsod in making ffltui and wop, are taken. 
The earth is collected &om the surface of tho most barren spots, 
ami foTDied into small, shallow, round timks, a yard in diameter. 
Water ia then poured iu, and the tank filled to the Burface, 
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with an additional supply of the earth, and smoothed over. This 
tank is then left exposed to the sun for two days, during tiie 
hottest and driest months of tlie year, March, April and M«f, 
and part of June, when the crust, formed on the sorfiMse, is 
taken off. The process is repeated once; but in the teoond 
operation, the tank is formed around, and below by the debris, of 
the first tank, which is filled to the surface, after the wttter has 
been poured in, with the first erutt obtained. The second enist 
is called Hihe ^reha, which is carbonate or bicarbonate of soda. 
This is formed into small cakes, which are baked to rednees in 
an oven, or crucible, to expel the moisture and carbonic add, 
which it contains. They are then powdered to fine dust, whibh 
is placed in another crucible, and fused to liquid glass, the iw&i 
containing in itself sufficient silica to form the coane glass 
used in making bracelets, &c. &c. 

A superabundance of nitrates seem also to impair or deslroj 
fertility in the soil, and they may arise from the decompontiim 
of animal or vegetable matter, in a soil containing a superabun- 
dance of porous lime. The atmospheric air and water, containad 
in the moist and porous soil, are decomposed. The hydrogen of the 
water combines with the nitrogen of the air, and that giyen off 
by the decomposing organic bodies, and forms ammonia. The 
nitrogen of the ammonia then takes up the oxygen of the air 
And wBter, and becoming nitric .acid, forms nitrates with the 
lime, .potash, soda, &c,, contained in the soil. Without any su- 
perabundance of lime in the soil, however, the same efiects mi^ 
be produced, when there is a deficiency of decaying vegetable 
and animal matter, as the oxygen of the decomposed air and 
water, having no organic substances to unite with, may combine 
with the nitrogen of tho ammonia, and form nitric acid; which, 
uniting with the lime, potash, soda, &c. may form the super- 
abounding nitrates destru:1iyc of fertility. 
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TPhiB Btiperabnndaiice of reha, vt cai1)onate of soda, which ren- 
ders 80 much of the surface barren, tnust, I conclude, arise from 
deposits of common salt, or chloride of sodium. The water, as 
it percolates through these deposits, towards the surface^ becomes 
«atsrated with their atlcaline salts ; and, as it reaches the surface, 
«nd •becomes f^vaporated in the pure state, it ieaves th^m behind 
«t or netf the surftioe. On its way to the surface, or at the 
4mx6toef the chloride of sodium becomes decomposed by contact 
^irith earhomOes of ammonia and poUtsta — sulphuric and HUric aeidi. 
In a soil, well supplied with decaying anitnal or vegetable mat- 
tter, these carbonates or sulphates of soda, as they rise to the 
vturfibce, mi^ be formed into nutriment for plants, and takeh 
rap by their roots; or in one weU flooded, occasionally, with fresh 
water, any superabundance of the salts, or their bases, might he 
laken up in sohition and carried off. ^e people say, that the 
Mil, in wMch these carbonates of soda t[]*eha,) abouind, are more 
unmanageable than those in which nitrates abound — ^they tell m^, 
that, with flooding, irrigating, manuring and weU plotighing, they 
«ui manage to get crops from all but the soils in which this 
reha abounds. 

The process, above described, by which the bwcelet inakerh 
extract the cairbonates of soda and potash from the earth of 
the small, shallow tanks, is precisely the same as that by 
which they are brought frOm the deep bed of earth below, and 
deposited on or near the surface. In both processes, the water, 
which brings them to the sUrfafce, goes off into the atmosphere, 
in a pure state, and leaves the salts behind. To make soap 
from the reha, they must first remove the silex which it contains. 

There are no rocks in Oude, and the only form in which lime 
is found for building purposes and road pavements^ is that of 
kunkur, which is a carbonate of lime, containing silica, and oxide 
of iron. In proportion, as it contains the lost, the kunkur is 
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morp or leas red. That which contaiiu none, is of a dirty wliife. 
It is found in many parts of India in thin layers, or amor- 
phons masses, formed by compression, upon a stiff clay substra- 
tum j but in Oudo I have seen it only in nodules, usually 
formed on nuclei of flint or other hard Bubstanoes. The king- 
dom of Oude must have once been the bed, or part of the. bed. 
of A large lake, formed by the diluvial detritus of the hills of 
tlie Ilimmalah chain ; and, as lime-stone abounds in that chain, 
the bed contains abundance of lime, which is taken up 1^ th« 
water, that percolates through it Irom the rivers, and from the 
mins and flooda above. The lime thus taken up and held i 
solution with carbonic add gaa, is deposited around the small 
fragments of flint, or other hard substances, which the watere 
find in their way. Where tlie floods, which cover the surface, 
Annag the rains, come in rivers, flowing from the Himmalah, oi 
other hiUti, abounding in lime-stone rocks, thej, of course, con- 
tain lime and carbonic acid gas, which add to the kunkur nodules, 
fpimed in the bed below ; but in Oude, the rivers eeldon) over- 
flow to any extent, and the kunkur is, I believe, formed chieBj 
from the lime, already eiisting in the bed,* 



* DcMor O'ShmighncsBy, tho inDBt eminent chemist nov in India, tells nr. 
that there arc Cwn marked TBriclies of kunkur in Indin, the red and the whit(>, 
— that thp red differs from the white, soU>lj in rontaining a larger proportion 
of peroxide of iron — that the white conaiEta of carboiiste of lime, ulica, alv- 
mina. and, dometimpe, magneein and protoiidc of inin. He atalea, that he ix»' 
niiieis Ihu kunkur t« bu deposited by calcareaus waters, aliounding in infoaori- 
■I anlmalcolEE — t^t the waters uf the annual inundation are rich in lime, and 
lliol all the facta that have come under hia ohsaration, ^pear to him, to in- 
iliralc, that this is the source of tho kunkur deposit, — which ia teea in a dif. 
fvn-nt form in the Italian travertdne, and the crescent nodule* of the Ue Kf 
•(hrppef. and, of Bulognc. 

Doctor O'Shanghnpssy further states, that the reha earth, which I sent to bio 
from Oude, ia identical with the tujjee mvlle* of Bmgal, and contjuns owbon- 
ate of aoda. and lulphatu of soda, as ita essentiiLl i 
with ailliMua da; and oxide of iron. But in Ottde, the i 
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The Hnjjee is formed from the reha hj filtration. A tank ia 
ibrmed on a terrace of cement. In a hole, at one comer, is a 
-small tube. Bows of bricks are put down from one end to the 
other, with ixxteryaii between, for the liquor to fiow through to 
the tube. On these rows a layer of stout reeds is first placed ; 
•and, over them, another layer, composed of the leaves of these 
veeds. tDn fliis bed the coarse reha earth is placed, without 
4)eing refined by the process, described in the text above. Some 
^coarse common salt, (kharee nimuck,) is mixed up wtth the reha. 
The tank is then Med with water, which filters slowly through 
i;he earth, and passes out through the tube into pans, whence 
it is taken to another tank, upon a wider terrace of cement, 
where it evaporates, and leaves the snjjee deposited. The second 
taxlk is conmionly made close under the first, and the liquor flows 
into it through the tube, rendering pans xomeoessary. It is only 
in the hot months df March, April, May, and part of June, till 
the rains begin to fEill, that the reha and sujjee are formed. 
During the other nine months, the Loaneas^ who provide them, 
1»ra itheir hands to something else. The r^ha, deprived of ita 
carbonic acid, and moisture by heat, is fused into glass. Depriv-* 
«d of silex, by this process of filtration, it is formed into sujjee, 
from which the soap is made.* 



^ven to the carbonmte aad sulphate of eoda, which remams after the silez has 
been remored from the reha. The reha is fased into glass, after the carbonic 
acid and moisture have been expelled by beat; and the sujjee is formed into 
soap, by the addition of lime, (aX, and linseed oil, in the following propor- 
tions, I am told. 

6 sujjee. 4 lime. 2i fat. 1^ ulsee oU. 

^^On the process of filtration, above described. Doctor O^Shanghnessy ob- 
serves : — ** I do not clearly understand the use of the common salt, used in 
•' the extraction of soda, in the process you described. But many of the em- 
** pineal practices of the natives prove, on investigation, to square witii the 
** most scientific precepts. For example, their proportions, in the manu&cture 
" of corrosive sublimate, are precisely identical with those which the atomic 

x2 
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The country is well provided with mango and other fine trees, 
single and in clusters and groves; but the tillage is slovenly 
and scanty, strongly indicative of want of security to life, pro- 
perty and industry. No symptom of the residence of gardeners 
and other cultivators of the better classes, or irrigation, or the 
use of manure in tillage. 

December 2$, 1849. — Nawabgunge, eleven miles. The soil good, 
shs indicated by the growth of fine trees on each aide of the 
road, as £»r a§ we could see, over the level plain; and by the 
few 5olds of com in sight; but the cultivation is deficient and 
eloveuly. A great part of the road lay through the estate of 
Mundone, held by Davey Persaud, the tallookdar; and the few 
peasants, who stood by the side of the road, to watch their 
fields, as we passed, and see the cavalcade, told me, that the defi- 
cient tillage and population arose fi*om his being in opposition to 
government, and diligently engaged in plundering the country 
generally, and his gwtl estates in particular, to reduce the local 
authorities to his own terms. The government demand upon him 
is twenty thousand rupees. He paid little last year, and has 
paid still less during the present year, on the ground, that 
his estate yields nothing. This is a common and generally suc- 
cessful practice among Tallookdars, who take to fighting against 
the government, whether their cause be just or unjust. These 
peasants and cultivators told us, that they had taken to the 
jungles, for shelter, afl^r the last harvest, till the season for 
mowing again commenced; remained in the fields, still houseless, 
during the night, worked in their fields in fear of their lives, 
during the day ; and apprehended, that they should have to take 

^' theory leads the European chemist to foUow. The filtering ^pantns, which 
" yon describe, is really admirable; and, I doubt much, whether the best 
'' practical chemist could devise any simpler or chenper way of arriving at th« 
'• object in view." 
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to the jimgleB agaia, fi« toon as their crops were gathered, if 
thej were even permitted to galdier them. They attributed as much 
blame te their landlord, as to the Nazim, Wajid Allee Khan. 
Ife, however, bears a very bad character; and is said to have, 
daaignediy, thrown a good deal of the -districts, under his charge, 
omt of tillage, in the hope, that no oth^ person would venture 
U} take the contract fw it in that condition; and, that he should, 
in consequence, be invited to vetain it K)n moi^e feyoinble terms. 
Be was twelve lakhs of rupees, in balance, when saper^ded, 
at the end «>f the year, in ^ptembcr last, by the present gov- 
ernor, Aga Allee, who maoages the same districts, on a salary 
m£ two thousand rapees a month, withfout any ^contract fer the 
revenues; bist, with the understanding, that he is to collect, or 
«t least, to pay, a certain sum. 

The late contractor will, no doubt, relieve himself from the 
bnrthen of this baiaaoe, in the usual way. He will be i&ipri^ 
coned for a time, taU he |9ays, or enters into engag^n^ts to 
pay, to the minister, and the influential men at Court, as much 
as they think he can be made to pay, in bribes, and some half 
cf that sum into the Treasuiy, and have all the rest struck out 
cf the accounts as iirecoverahle — perhaps two kikhs in bribes, 
and one to the Treasury may secure him an acquittance, and a 
fur chance of employment hereafter. His real name is Wajid 
Allee ; but as that is the name of the king, he is commonly 
called Ahmud Allee, that the royal ears may not take offence. 

December 26, 1849. — Pertabghur, distance eight miles. In the 
course of fourteen years, almost all signs of one of the most 
healthful and most agreeable cantonments of the Bengal Army, have 
been effaced. Fine crops of com now cover what were the pa- 
rades for Cavalry, Infantry, and Artillery, and the gardens and 
compounds of officers' bungalows. The grounds, which were once 
occupied by the old cantonments, are now let out to cultiTHtors, 
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immediately under government, and they are well cultivated; but 
the tillage of the rest of the country, we have this-moming past- 
ed over, is scanty and slovenly. The Bajah of Pertabghur has, 
for sometime, been on bad terms with the contractors, greatly in 
arrears, and commonly in opposition to the government, having 
his band of armed followers in the jungles, and doing nothing 
but mischief. This is the case with most of the Tallookditfs of 
the country, over which I have passed. Not one in five, or I 
may say, one in ten, attends the viceroys, because it would not 
be safe to do so ; or pays the demands of government punctually, 
because there is no certainty in them. 

I passed down the line of Captain Magness's corps, which is 
at present stationed at Pertabghur. It is as well dressed, and as 
fine a looking corps as any Infantry Begiment, in our own Na- 
tive Army, and has always shown itself as good on service. It 
has eight guns attached to it, well provided and served. The 
artillery men, drivers, &c. &c., are as well dressed and as fit 
for their duties as our own. Stores and ammunition are abun- 
dant, but the powder is execrable. Captain Magness is a good 
officer. The guns are six 6-pounders, drawn by bullocks; and two 
gallopers of very small calibre, drawn by horses. They are not 
adapted for the duties they have to perform, which is chiefly 
against mud forts and strong holds; and four O-pounders, two 
howitzers, and two mortars would be better. They are, however, 
well manned and provided i/^-ith bullocks, ammunition and stores. . 
Iho finest young men in Oude are glad to take service under 
Captain Magness; and the standard height of his men is, at 
present, five feet ten inches. He has some few men, good for 
nothing, called sufarishieSy whom he is obliged to keep in on 
account of the persons by whom they are recommended, eunuchs, 
fiddlers, and Court favorites, of all kinds. In no countiy are there 
a body of finer looking recruits than Captain Magness now has 
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at dnil. All 0f tke first fiimiliefl in the country, and of nnques- 
tiooable ccmrage and fidelity to tlieir salt. He has four hundred 
Cavaiiy, of what is called the l0df guards men well dressed, and 
of fine appearance. These Cavidrj are, however, likely soon to 
he taken from him and made over to some good for nothing 
Court faTorite.* He has abotft seven hundred men present with 
ilia Infimtry corps. His adjutant, Yosuf Khan, speaks English 
well, and has iaravelled a good deal in Eagknd, Europe generally, 
;anfl Flalestine. He is a se&sihie nnprejcificed man, Bnd good 
«oldier. Captaicn Magness MxmiA the Nazim of the district; but, 
tinfortunately, he, like afl the other commandants • of corps, and 
pAlic servanls of the Skate, is obliged to forage for fodder 
«Rd fueL A foraging party is sent out every day, be where 
they wiB, to take these things gratis, wherever they can find 
them most conveniently. Bhoosa, grass and wood, dSte the tlnngs 
whtch they ar^ authorised to take, without piayment, wiierefver 
they can find them; but they, ^ course, take a good many 
other things. The government allows iKything to any xX. its trotopa 
or estahiishments, for these things, except when they are in 
Lncknow. The consequence is, that there is hardly a good cover 
to any man*s house, or sufficient fodder for the cattle of any 
village, during the hot season and rains. 

DecenAer 27, 1841X.— Halted at Pertabghur. I had a visit firom 
many of the persons, who were in my service, when I was here^ 
with my Begiment, thirty years ago, as watchmen, gardeners, Ac. 
They continue to hold and till the lands, which they or their fiithers 
then tilled; and the change in them is not so great, as that 
which has taken place within the same time, among my old native 

* Thej were loon after taken from Captain Magness and s^Ten to ICr. 
Johannes; and soon after taken from him, and made over to an ennuch, who 
tamed out all the ^p^ men, to sell their pUoes to men, good for nothing. 
They matiaied, bat the king and minister supported the enniich, and the 
greater paK of the men were discharged and their officers ruined. 
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friends, who sumye in the Saugor and Nerbudda districts, where 
the air is less dry, and the climate less congenial to the human 
frame. The natires saj, that the air and water of Malwa majr 
produce as good trees and crops as those of Oude, but can 
never produce such good soldiers. This, I believe, is quite true. 
The Sultanpoor district is included in the Banoda division of 
Oude; and the people speak of the water of this division for 
tempering soldiers, as we talk of the water of Damascus, for 
tempering sword blades. Thej certainly never seem so happjr 
as when thej are fighting in earnest with swords, spears and 
matchlocks. The water of the Byswara division is considered to 
be very little inferior to that of Banoda, and we get our sipi^ 
hies from these two divisions almost exclusively. 

Captain Magness's corps is, at present, attached to the Nasim 
of this district, with its guns, and squadron of horse, as an 
auxiliary force. Over and above this force, he has nine Begi« 
ments of Nujeebs, Detachments of other Corps, Artillery, Pioneers, 
Ac., amounting, in all, according to the musters and pay drafts, 
to seven thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight men, for whom 
thirty-seven thousand seven hundred ninety-three rupees a month 
are drawn. Of these, fifteen hundred are dead or have deserted, 
or are absent on leave without pay. Their pay is all appropri- 
ated by the commandants of corps, or Court favorites. Pifteen 
hundred more are in attendance on the commandants of corps, 
who reside at the Capital, and their friends or other influential 
persons about the Court, or engaged in their own trades or 
affairs, having been put in to the corps by influential persons 
at Court, to draw pay, but do no duty. Of the remaining 
four thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, one-third, or one 
thousand five hundred and nine-two, are, what is called, mfarUhiet^ 
er men who are unfit for duty, and have been put in by in- 
fluential persons at Court^ to appear at muster and draw pay. 
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Qf the retnaining tkrce thouaand one huiidicd and eighty-six 
present, tbero would be no chance of getting moro than tifo- 
thirils, or two tbousand ono bundred and tventy-four men, to 
fight on emergency — indeed, the KaKiin vould think kinuelf ex- 
ceedingly lucky, if he could get one-third to do so. 

Of the forty-two guns, thirteen are utterly aseleis on the 
^rounS -, and out of the romainiag twenty-nine, then are draft 
bnllocka for only fivo. But there ore no etores or ammtuiition 
for any of them; and tho Nazim i^ obUged to pnrchaBe, what 
powder and hall he mny require, in tho bnzarH. Kone of ths 
sun CorrtogeH hare been repaired for tho lost twenty yesra, and 
tlie atrongrat of them would go to pieces after a few ronnd«. 
Very few of them would stand one round with good powder. 
ym hundred rupees are allowed for fitting up the carriage and 
tnmbril of each gun, after certain intervals of from Uve to tea 
years; and thia Bum has, no doubt, been drawn oTcr and over 
for these guns, during tho twenty years, within which Ihcy have 
iiad no repaira whatever. If tho local governor la permitted to 
inw this sum, ke ia sore nerer t» expend one farthing oi it 
oa the gun. If the person, in charge of the ordnance at Luck- 
now, draws it, the guns and tumbrila aro sent in to him, and 
returned with, at least, a coating of paint and pntty, but addon 
with any thing else. The two persona in charge of the two 
large porks at Lucknow, from which the guns ore formehed, 
Anjum-od Bowlah, and Aucea-od Dewlah, a fiddler, draw tho 
money for tho com, allowed for tlic drnft bullocks, at tho rate of 
three pounds per diem for each, and distribute, or pretend to dis- 
tribute, it through the agents of tbe grain dealers, with whom 
they eontract tor the supply; and the district offioers, under 
whom these draft bullocks are employed, ore never permitted to 
Uterfere. They have nothing to do but pay for the grain allow- 
ed; and the agents, employed to feed the bullocks, do nothing 
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but appropriate tiie money for themselves and their emplojers. 
IvTot a grain of com do the bullocks ever get. 

The Nazim has charge of the districts of Sultanpoor, Haldee- 
raow, Pertabghur, Jugdeespoor, and that part of Fjzabad, which 
is not included in the estate of Bukhtawar Sing, yielding, alto- 
gether, about ten and half lakhs of rupees to government. He 
exercises entire fiscal, judicial, magisterial and police authority, 
over aU these districts. To aid him in all these duties, he has 
four deputies — one in each district — upon salaries of one hundred 
and fifty rupees each a month, with certain fees and per- 
quisites. To inquire into particular cases, over all theae dis- 
tricts, he employs a special deputy, paid out of his own sala- 
ry. All the accountants and other writers, employed under him, 
are appointed by the deputies and favorites of the minis- 
ter; and, considering themselves as their creatures, they pay 
little regturd to their immediate master, the Nazim. But over 
and above these men, from whom he does get some service, he 
has to pay a good many, from whom he can get none. He is, 
before he enters upon his charge, obliged to insert, in htft; list 
of civil functionaries, to be paid monthly, out of the revenues, 
a number of writers and officers, of all descriptions, recommended 
to him by these deputies and other influential persona at Court. 
Of these men he never sees or knows any thing. They are the 
children, servants, creatures, or dependants of the persons who 
recommend them, and draw their pay. These are called eiml eu- 
fnri^hies, and cost the State much more than the miliCary «t{/a- 
risJiies, already mentioned — ^perhaps not less than six thousand 
rupees a month in this division alone. 
fic^ The Nazim is permitted to levy, for incidental expenses, only 

ten per cent, over and above the government demand; and re- 
quired to send one-half of this sum to Court, for distribution. 
He is ostensibly required to limit himself to this sum, and to 



BTABT OF A TOUR •nTROPCn OUDE. 



179 



tf»tain from tnking the gratuities, iiaually eiacted by the revenue 
•eotUraetort, for distributioa among mmiBbers and other mlluential 
persons at Court. Wero ho to do so, they would aU be bo 
«troiigly opposed to the amanee, or truat Bystem of management, 
■and have it in their power bo much to thwart him, in all his 
measures and arrangemeutH, that he could never, possibly, get on 
■with his duties ; and the disputes between them, generally, rv 
solta in a compronuBe. He takes, in gratuities, something lera 
than his contracting predccoBsors took, and shores, vbat he takes, 
liberally, with those whose assistance ho jequirea at Court. These 
gratuities, or nuzuronas, never appeared in the public accounts; 
and wero a governor, under the amanee system, to demand the full 
Ttttes paid to contraeiort, the more powerful landholders would 
Tefer him to these public accounts, and refuse to pay till be 
could assure them of the same etjuivalents in nanker and other 
things, which they wore in the habit Cf receiving from contract- 
ing. These, aa a mere trust manager, he may not be able to 
^TG ; and ho consents to take something loss. The landhiyidere 
fciow, that whore the object in, to exact the means to gratify 
■inSueotisl persons about Court, the Kazim would be likely to 
get good military support, if driven to extremity, and consent to 
■pay the greater part of what ia demanded. When the trust 
■manager, by his liberal remittances to Court patrons, gets aU 
the troops ho requirea, he exacts the full gratuities, and etiU 
fcigher and more nuracroua if strong enough.* 



■ The carps under Captains Magnes9, Bonbaiy, BarloTT, and Subha Sing, ara 
ctUed Komatee, or auiilinry ttcgimi^ts j and thej are, ever; seaBODi anJ, soma. 
timea. often in the same season, sold to the Ughcst bidder, as a ptntjnisit?, 
ly the minister. Tiio aenices of Captain MagncSB and Cnptnin Bmibury'B corps 
wen putchucd, in this way, foi 1S30 sad ISH, hj Aga AUec, tlis Naziia 
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The system of govenmient, under which Oude Buffers during 
the reign of tbo beat king, is a fearful one; and vhat must it ha 
uudsr a sovereign, bo indifferent aa the present is, to the sufieringa 
of his people, to hia own permanent interests, aud to the duties 
and responsibilities of hia high station. Seeing tliat our government 
attached much imporbmce to tho change, from the confreiet to iha 
trtut eystem of management, the present minieter is putting a Wge 
portion of the country under that Byatem, in the hope of blinding 
us, But there is, virtuallf, little or no change in the adminia- 
tration of such districts — the person who has the charge of » 
district under it, ia obliged to pay the same gratuities to public 
officers and Court favorites, and he exacts the same, or nearly 
tlio same, from the landholders— he is under no more check thaa 
the contractor, and the ofEcera and troops under him, abuse their 
authority in the same manner, and commit the same oatragu 
npon the suffering people. Security to life and property ia di^ 
regarded in the same mtmner; he confines Kiuiself as exclusively 
to the duties of collecting revenue; and is as regardless of ee- 
mrity to life and property, and of fidelity to his engagements 
with the landholders in hia jurisdiction. The trust management 
of a district differs from ttuit of the contractors, only as the 
teueoolee kuhaz differs from the lakulamee — though he does not 
enter into a formal contract to pay a certain sum, he is always 
expeotsd to pay such a sum, and if he does ngt, he ia obliged 
to wipe off the balance in the same way, and kept in jail tifi 
fao does so, in the same way — indeed, I belicre, the people would 
oonuaonly rather be under a contractor, than a trust manager, 



o( Buttanpoor, and he has made the moaC oS tlicm. No contractor eyet el- 
acted higher nravaiat or gratuiliti thui he has, by their aid, this ksmi, 
though he still holds the district Hi a trust mKusger. Ten, twi^nty, oc thitt; 
tbouswid nipeea are paid for the nae of ono of thoie Regiments, ncconling to ' 
the eiigenc]' of the occasion, or the time for whicb it majr be required. 
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tender the Oade g^^'t^nunent, and this waa tlie opinion of Colonel 
Iiow, wh», wf all my prcdeeesaors, certainly knew moat about 
4be real ststo of Oude, 

The STwum of Soltanpoor has authority to entertain such 
TFebseeldoTB and Jwmogdari m ho may require, for the collection 
of tho revenue. Of these he baa, generally, irom fifty to sixty 
employed, on aalariea, varying from fifteen to thirty rupees a 
month each. The Tehaceldor is employed here, as elsewhere, in 
■the collection of the land revenue, in the UBoal way; but the 
JMMC§Jar is on olUcer unknown in our territories. Some are ap- 
fwintfid direct from Court, an{[ some by the NaEima and Amiki 
«f districts. When a landholder has to pay his revenue direct 
to government, {as all do, who ora included in, what is called, 
ibe HoEOor Tefaseel,) and he neglects to do so punctually, a 
■Jumogdtf is appoiut«d. The landliolder aafiomblea hia tenants, 
and thoy entOT into pledges to pay direct to the Jiunogdar, tha 
rents duo by them to the landholder, under esisting engagcnienta, 
np to a certain time. This may bo the whole, or less than the 
vhole, amount due to government by the landhslder. If any of 
them fail to pay, what they promise, to the Jumogdar, the land- 
iiolder is bound to moke good, the deficiency, at the end of the 
7e&r. Ho also binds himaelf to pay to government, whatever may 
fco doe, over and above, wiiat the tenanta pledge themBelvea b> 
i»y to the Jumogdar. This transfer of rcBponaibility, from tlio 
landholder to his tenants, ia called " Jumog LaguTia" or transfer 
«f the jumma. Tlio aasembly of the tenants, for tho purpose of 
such adjuatment, ia called zunjeer hundee, or linking together. Tho 
adjostment thus made, is called the bUabimdee. Tho sala^ of 
tha Jumogdar is paid by the hindholder, who distributes the 
bartheB of the payment upon hia tenants, at a i>cr centage rate. 
Tho Jumogdar takes written engagements from the tenants; and 
they are bound not to pay auy thing to the landholder, till 
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they have paid him, (the Jumogdar,) all that they are, by these 
eQgagements, bound to pay to him. He does all he caa to 
make them pay punctually ; but is not, properly, held reeponsibls 
I'or any defalcation. Such reBponBibility rests with the landlord*. 
Where much difficulty ie espected from the refractory character 
of the landholder, the officer commanding the whole, or Bomo 
part, of the troops, in the district, is often appointed the Jumog- 
dar ; and the amount, which tho tenants pledge themselves to 
pay to him, is debited to hira, in the pay of the troops, under 
his command. The Jumogdars, who are appointed by the Nazima 
and Amils, act in the aame manner with regard to the landlords 
and tenants, to whom tbcy are accredited, and are paid in tli» 
some manner. There may bo one, or there may be one hundred, 
Jumogdars in a district, according to the necessity for their em- 
ployment, in the collection of the rerenue. They are genenHy 
men of character, influence, and resolution ; and often useful to 
both, or all three parties; but when they are officers, commaodbg 
troops, they are often very burthenaome to landlords and tenants. 
The Jumogdar has only to receive the sums, due, according to 
existing engagements, between the parties, and to see that no* 
portion of them is paid to any other person. He has nothing 
to do with apportioning the demand, or making the engogemeuta 
between tonauta and Lmdlords, or landlords and government 
officers. 

The CanoongocB and Chowdhoriea in Oude, are commonly call- 
ed SeghadoTB ; and their duties arc the same here sa everj 
whore else in India. 

December 28, 1849. — Twelve miles to Hundore, over a countiy 
more undulating, and better cultivated than any we havo Men 
since we reorosaed the Goomtea river at Sultanpoor. It all bfr 
longs to the Bajah of Pertabghur, Shuraahere Bahadur, a Some, 
bunsee, who resides at Dewlco, some sis miles from Pertabghur. 
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Hm fanulj k one of the oldest and most respectable in Oude; 
hut his capital of Bertabghur, "whiae he used to reside till late- 
ly, is one of the most beggarly. He seems to have concentrat- 
ed there aU the beggars in the country^ and theie is not a 
house of any respectability te be seen. The soil, ail the way, has 
heeaiy what they call, the doomut, or doomuteea, which is well 
iidapted ta all kinds of tillage, but naturally less strong than 
mnteear, or argillaceous earth, and yields sea&ty cvops, where it 
is not well watered and Hianured. 

The Bajah came to my camp in the aftemoon, and attended 
me on his elephant in the evening, when I went round the 
town, and to his old mud fort, now in ndns, within which is 
the M residence of the &mily. BJe does not pay his revenue 
punctuaHy, nor is he often prepared to attend the viceroy when 
required; and it was thought, that he would not come to me. 
Finding that the Korwar and other fiajahs, and large landhold- 
ers, who had been long on similar terms with the local authori- 
ties, had come in, paid tiieir respects, and been left free, ho 
also ventured to my camp. For the last thirty years, the mutu- 
sd, confidence, which once subsisted between the government autho- 
rities and the great landholders of these districts, has been de- 
clining, and it ceased, altogether, under the last viceroy, Wajid 
Allee Elhaii, who appears to have been a man without any feel- 
ing of humanity or sense of honor. No man ever knew what 
he would be called upon to pay to government, in the districts 
under him; and almost all the respectable landholders prepared 
to defend, what they had, by force of arms ; deserted their homes, 
und took to the jungles, with as many followers as they could 
eoUect and subsist, as soon as he entered on his charge. Tho 
fi^trocities charged against him, and upon the best possible evi- 
dence, are numerous and great. 

The country we have passed through to-day, ia well studded 
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%nth fine trees, among which the mhowa abounds more than 
usual. The parasite plant, called the bandha, or Indian mistletoe, 
ornaments the finest mhowa and mango trees. It is said to be 
a disease, whidi appears as the tree grows old, and destroys it 
if not eut aiway. The people who feel much regard for their treesy 
cut these parasite plants away; and there is no prejudice against 
removing tiiem among Hindoos, though they dare not cot awqr 
a peepul tree, which is destroying their wells, houses, temples 
or tombs; nor do they, with some exceptions, dare to destroy 
a wolf, though he may have eaten their own children, or aetu* 
ally haye oae of them in his mouth. In all parts of Indiii 
Hindoos have a notion, that the family of a man, who kills a 
wolf, or even wounds it, goes soon to utter ruin; and so also 
the village, within the boundaries of which a wolf has been kill- 
ed or wounded. They have no objection to their being killed, 
by other people, away from the villages; on the contraiy, are 
very glad to have them so destroyed, as long as their blood 
does not drep on their premises. Some Sajpoot families in Oude, 
where so many children are devoured by wolves, are getting 
over this prejudice. The bandha is very ornamental to the fine 
mhowa and mango trees, to the branches of which it hangs 
fluppended, in graceful festoons, with a great variety of colors 
imd tints, from deep scarlet and green, to light red and yellow. 
/ y Volves are numereus in the neighbourhood of Sultanpoor, and, 

l/^J^^f^A^ * iAdeed, all along the Manks of the (Joomtee river, among the 

r^vio^ that intersect them; and a great many children are car- 
ried Q& by them from towns, villages, and camps. It is exceed- 
ingly difficult to catch them, and hardly any of the Hindoo po- 
pulation, save those of the very lowest class, who live a vagrant 
life, and bivouac in the jungles, or in the suburbs of towns 
and villages, will attempt to catch or kill them. All other 
Hin^doos have a superstitious dread of destroying or even infnr- 



t»IAHY OP A TOl'B THROfCn OWE. 



185 



ing tbem ; tmd a village commuFnity, within the boundnry of 
■whtme landa a drop of wolfs blood baa fallen, hoUereB itself 
doomed to destruction. The clnaa of little vagrant oommunities, 
*bore mentioned, who have no euperstitiaiis dread o{ destrojing 
mny Uving thing, eat jacknls and all kinds of replnlee, and catch 
nil kinds of animals, either to feed upon them themselves, or to 
aeU them to those who wish to keep or hunt them. 

But it ia rcmorkahle, that they, very seldom, cateh wdItob, 
though they know all their dena, and eould, easily, dig them 
out, aa they dig out other animals. This ia supposed to arise 
from the profit, which they make, by the gold and silver braes- 
tet«, necklaces and other ornaments, which are worn hy ths 
children, whom the wolves cany to thei* dena and devour, and 
aie left at the entrance of their dens. A party of these men, 
lately brought U> out camp, alive, a very large hiena, which wsi 
let loose and hunted down by European officers and tlie clerks 
of my office. One of the officers asked thorn, whether this waa 
not the reason, why they did [not bring wolves to camp, to 
be hunted dovm in the same way, since officers would give mora 
for brutes that ato children, thau for such oa fed only on dogs 
or carrion. They dared not deny, though they were ashamed of 
afiraid to acknowledge, that it woe. I have myself, no doubt, 
tltat this is the reason, and that they do make a good deal, 
in this way, firom the children's ornaments, which they find at 
the entrance of wolves' dens. In every part of India, a great 
number of children are, every day, murdered, for the sake of 
their ornaments, and the fearful examples that come daily to the 
knowledge of parents, and the injunctions of the civil authorities, 
are unavailing against this desire to see their young children 
decked out in gold and silver ornaments. 

There is now, at Siiltanpoor, a boy, who waa found, alive, in 
a wolfs den, near Chaudour, about ten miles &om Sultsapoor, 
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about tvo retn and half ago. A iromfoi ttam fcj the natire 
goTemor of the dktzict to Chandonc, to ^emami. paracnt of aome 
reveamt, vai pMBng, along tiie laank of tiie nm^ near ChaDdour, 
alKNit noon, vfaen he aaw a krge ffirii v«l)f leate her den, 
foUoired hr tiiree vhelpa and a Hfifle Wy. Ike boy went 09 
all foon, and eeemed to be on iht beet piwMp tu— witii tb^ 
old dam and the tiiree vhelpi^ and the mmIWi f *— ^ to guard 
all fimr vith equal cue. Thej aH was damm. to the iiTer, and 
drank without pevodfing ^btt trooper, who aift ^on hie hone, 
watrhmg them — as soon as ther were aha^ to tnm bade, the 
tro oper pushed on to cot off and sujuti ^e hoji hoi he rsa 
as Cut as €be whelps could, and keps up with the old one. 
The ground was oneren, and the tracper s hoiae conld not ofer- 
take them. They all entered the dn, aai tibe trooper assembled 
some fca^^ &om Chsndonr, with tiifkuni, and dag into the den. 
When ther had dug in aboot six or eight fret, the old wolf 
bolted with her three whe^ sod the bor. The tro op er mount- 
ed and punned, followed br the I cctcat joong mat of the party; 
and, as the ground, orer which ther bad to ftr, waa more eren, 
he headed them, and turned the whelps and boj back upon the 
men on feot, who aecured the bor, and let the old dam and 
her three cubs go on their war. 

Th^ took the bor to the Tillage, but had to tie him, tor he 
WM ie<7 lestif^ and straggled bacd to rudli into e ie r j hole or 
deo, thej came near. Ther tried to make him qpeak, but eould 
get nothing firom him but an angry growl at anarL He waa 
k^pty for several days, at the Tillage, and a large crowd aaaem- 
bled, every day> to see htm. When a grown up person came 
near hua, he became alarmed, and tried to steal sway; but 
when a child came near hun» he rushed at it, with a Seres 
snarl, like that of a dog; and tried to bite it. When any cook* 
e4 MMl was put before him^ he rejected it in disgust; but 
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when any raw meat was offered, 4ie seized it with avidity, put 
it on the ground, under his paws, like a dog, and ate it with 
evident pleasure. He would not let any one come near him whfle 
lie was eating, but he made no objection to a dog coming, and 
sharing kis feed with him. The trooper remained with him four 
«t five days, and then returned to the governor, leaving the boy 
in charge «f the Sajah ^ Hasunpoor. He related aU that he 
liad seem, and the %oy was soon after sent to the European 
officer, commanding the fircrt Segiment of Oude Local Infantry^ 
at Sultanpoor, Captain Nicholetts, by order of the Eajah of Ha^ 
stmpoor, who was at Chandonr, and saw the boy when the 
trooper first brought him to that village. This account is taken 
Croiii the Sajah's own report of what had taken place. 

Captain Nicholetts made him over to the charge of his ser- 
vants, who take great cat*e of him, but can never get him to 
apeak a word. He is very inoffensive, except when teased, Cap- 
tain Nicholetts says, and will then growl surrily at the person 
who teases him. He has come to eat any thing that is thrown 
to him, bnt always prefers raw flesh, which he devours most 
gree£ly. He will drink a whole pitcher of butter milk, when 
put befeie lum, without seeming to draw breath. He can never 
be indnoed to keep on any kind of clothing, even in the cold- 
est ireath^. A quilt, stuffed with cotton, was given to him» 
when it became very cold this season, but he tore it pieces, 
and ate a portion of it, cotton and all, with his bread, every 
day. He is very fond of bones, particularly uncooked ones> 
which he masticates, apparently, with as much ease as meat. He 
has eaten half a lamb at a time, without any apparent effort, 
and is very fond of taking up earth and small stones, and eat- 
ing them. His features are coarse, and his countenance repul- 
sive; and he is very filthy in his habits. He continues to hs 

fond of dogs and jackals, and all other small four footed ammahTy 
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that come near him; and always allows them to feed with him, 
if he happens to be eating, when they approach.* 

At Chupra, twenty miles east firom Sultanpoor, lived a cultiTa- 
tor, with his wife and son, who was then three years of age. 
In March, 184:3, the man went to cut his crop of wheat and 
pulse, and the woman took her basket and went with him to 

* Captain Nicholetta, in letters dated the 14th and 19th of September 1850« 
tella me, that the boy died in the latter end of Aiigtist» and that he waa 
tiever known to laugh or smile. He understood little of what wat laid ta 
him, and seemed to take no notioe of what was going on around him. Ha 
formed no attachment for any one, nor did he seem to care for any €»•. 
He never played with any of the children around him, or seemed anzioiiB to 
do so. When not hungry, he used to sit petting and stroking a paraaar or 
vagrant dog, which he used to permit to feed out of the same diah with 
him. A short time before his death, C^tain Nicholetts shot this dog, aa ha 
used to eat the greater part of the food given to the boy, who seemed, in 
consequence, to be getting thin. The boy did not seem to care, in the 
least, for the death of the dog. The parents recognized the boy, when he 
was first found, Captain Nicholetts believes, but when they found him to 
be so stupid and insensible, they left him to subsist upon charity. They 
have now left Hasunpoor, and the age of the boy, when canried off» eaanot 
be ascertained; but he was, to all appearance, about nine or ten years of age^ 
when found, and he lived about three years afterwards. He used signs, when 
he wanted any thing, and very few of them, except when hungry; and ha 
then pointed to his mouth. When his food was placed at some distanoe from 
him, he would run to it on all fours, like any four footed animal; but at 
other times he would walk upright oocasionaUy. He shunned human beings of 
all kinds, and would never, willingly, remain near one. To cold, heat and raia* 
he appeared to be indifferent; and he seemed to care for nothing but eat- 
ing. He was very quiet, and required no kind of restraint after brought to 
Captain Nicholetts. He had lived with Captain Nicholetts* servanta about 
two years, and was never heard to speak till within a few minutes of hia dei^ 
when he put his hands to his head and said "it ached," and askod far 
tor. He drank it and died. 
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^lean, leading her son by the arm. The boy bad lately tecover- 
<ed from a severe scald on the left knee, which he got in the 
"Cold weather, from tumbting «ito the fire, at whidh he haft! 
<been warmiBg himself, while his parents were Ht woiic. As tlm 
father was i*eaping and the mother gleaning, the bey sat upon 
the grass. A wolf rushed upon him, suddenly, from behind a 
l>uBh, caught ham «ip by the loins, and made off with him to- 
wards the raymes. The £ither was at a distam» at the time, 
hut the mother followed, screaming, as loud as she could, fcft 
•assistance. The people of the iHOUage ran to her aid, but they 
•aoon lost sight of the Wolf and his prey. 

She heard aotMng mofe of her boy for six yeaM, and had, 
«n that interval, lost her husband. At the end of that time, 
two sipahees came, in the month of February, 1849, from the 
town of Singramow, which is ten miles firom Chupra, on the 
bank of the Kkobae rivulet. WhSe they sat on the border of 
the jangle, which ^extended down to the stream, Watching fo^ 
hogs, which comMonly come down to drink, at that time in th6 
morning, they saw th^re thi^ wolf cubs and a boy (^ome out 
from the jimgle^ and go down together to the stream to drink. 
The sipahees watched them till they had drank, and were about 
to return, when they rushed towards them. All four ran towards 
a den in the ravines^ The sipahees followed as fast as they 
could, but the three cubs had got in before the sipahees could 
come up with them, and the boy was half way in, when on^ 
of the sipahees caught him by the hind leg, and drew him jback. 
He seemed very angry and ferocious, bit at them, and s^i^ed, id 
his teeth, the barrel of one of his guns, which they put foi^ 
ward, to keep huH off, and shook it. They, however, feMmred 
him, brought him home^ and kept hint for twenty days. They 
could, for that time, make him eat nothing but raw flesh, and 
they fed him upon hares and birds« They found it difScult to 
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provide him with sufficient food, and took liim to the baiar. in 
the village of Koeleepoor, and there let him go, to be fed br 
the cfatiritable people of the place, till he might be recogniaetl 
and olaime<t by his parents. One market day, a man, from th» 
Tillage of Chupra, happened to see him in the boEar, and, on 
hia return, mentioned the circumstancea to hia oeighboun. The 
poor cultf-votor'e widow, ou hearing this, asked him to desoriba 
the boy m^re minutely, when she found that the boj had tha 
Diftrk of a scald on the left knee, and three marks of tha 
feeth of an animal on each side of his loins. The widow told 
him, that her boy, when taken oK, had lat«ly recovered from a 
scald, on the left knee, and was seized by the loins when the 
wolf took him off, and that the boy, he had seen, must be htr 
lost child. 

Bhe went off, forthwith, to the Koelee bazar, and, in addition 
to the two marks, above described, discovered a third mark on 
hia thigh, with which her cliild was born. Hhe took him home 
to bar village, where he was recognised by all hcr neighboun- 
8ho kept him for two months, and all the sporting landholders, 
in. the neighbourhood, sent her game for bim to feed npon. 
He continued to dip his face in the water to drink, but h* 
suc|(^ in tlie water, and did not lap it up like a dog or wolf. 
HA hpdy continued to smell offensively. When the mother went 
to her work, the boy always ran into tho jungle, and she could 
nevei ^ him to speak. He followed hia mother for what he 
couii get to eat, but showed no particular affection for lier: 
afld ahe could never bring herself to feel much for him ; and 
af^r two months, finding him of no use to her, and de^iaJring 
of even making any thing of him, she left him to the common 
chaijty of the village. Ho soon after learnt to eat bread, when 
it waa given to bim, and ate whatever else he could get during 
the day, but always went off to the jungle at night. He used 
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to mutter Bomethlng, bnt could tevei be got to ni4«»iIato xn^ 
TTord distinctly. Tho front of his IcuecB and eltiowB fasd bccomv 
hvdened from going on all fours with the wolrea. If any 
vlothea are put on him, be takes then off, snd 'conunonly lean 
them to pieces in doing ao. He BtiH prefers raw fioeh to cook- 
«d, and feeds en corrien, whenever he can got it. the boj-s of 
the village lire in the habit ef amuging themselvee by catching 
frogs and throwing them to him ; and he catches aai eats them. 
When t VidJock diea, and the akin ia removed, he goes and 
*at« it like ii village dog. Tho boy is still in tho village, and 
thi« ia the dcscriptien given of hiin by the mother herself, who 
•till Jivea nt Chupro. She has never experienced any return of 
afiectioB for fain, nar has he shown any such feding for her. 
Her etory ia confirmed by all her ncighboura; and by the head 
landholders, cultivators and shop-keepers of the village* 

Tbe Sajah of Hasiinpoot Bimtlooa mentions, as a iitct, withtt 
^is own knowledge, besides the others, for the truth of which 
lie Touchea, that, in tho yeiff 18i3, « lad came to the town of 
llasunpoor, who had, evidently, been brought up by wolves. H» 
aeemed ta be twelve years of age, when ho saw him— was 
very dark, and ate flesh, whether cooked or uncooked, He hod 
short hair all over hia body, when ho first came, bat having, 
for a tjae, oa the Bajah states, eaten salt, with his food, like 
other human beings, the hair, by degroes, dieappearcd. He could 
walk, Uke other men, on his legs, but could never be taught 
to speak. He would utter sounds like wild animob, and could 
be raada to undorataud signs very well. He used to sit at a 

* la November, 1850, Cupdun NichoUtts, on Icnving Ihe (antonincnta of 8ul> 
UBpooT, where he mmmnuiled, ordiTcd Uaa buy to be tent in to ma irith bU 
■DBtber, but he got ■larinpd on the way and nu to ■ josj^. Us vrill na 
^nbt find hit vaf back euuu if lie lives. 
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bunncea's shop, in the bazar, but was, at last, recognised by his 
parents, and taken off. What became of him afterwards he knows 
not. The Eajah's statement, regarding this lad, is confirmed by 
all the people of the town, but none of them know what after- 
wards became of him. 

About the year 1843, a shepherd, of the village of Ohutko- 
ree, twelve miles west from the cantonments of Sultanpoor, saw 
a boy trotting along upon ^ fours, by the side of a wolf, one 
morning, as he was out with his flock. With great difficulty 
lie caught the bey, who ran veiy last, and brought him home, 
fie fed him for some time, and tried to make him speak, and 
associate with men or boys, but he failed. He continued to be 
alarmed at the sight of men, but was brought to Colonel Qmj, 
who commanded the first Oude Local Infantry, at Sultanpoor, 
He and Mrs. Gray, and all the officers in cantonments, saw 
him often, and kept him for several days. But he, soon after, 
ran off into the jungle, while the shepherd was asle^. The 
shepherd, afterwards, went to reside in another village, and I 
could not ascertain, whether he recovered the boy or not. 

Zoolfukar Khan, a respectable landholder of Bankeepoor, in the 
estate of Hasunpoor, ten miles east from the Sultanpoor canton- 
ments, mentions, that about eight or nine years ago, a trooper 
came to the town, with a lad, of about nine or ten years of 
age, whom he had rescued from wolves, unong the ravines, on 
the road — ^that he knew not what to do with him, and left 
him to the common charity of the village — ^that he ate every 
thing offered to him, including bread, but before taking it, he 
carefully smelt at it, and always preferred undressed meat to 
every thing else — that he walked, on his legs, like other people, 
when he saw him, though there were evident signs on his 
knees and elbows, of his having gone, very long, on all fonrs; 
and when asked to run on all fours, he used to do so, and 
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went ISO £ast tbat no one could overtake him — how long he had 

been with the trooper, or how long it took him to learn to 

walk on his legs, he knows not. He could not talk, or utter 

juay very articulate sounds. He understood signs, and heard 

exceedingly well, and would Assist the cultirators in turning 

trespassing eatile out of their fields, when told, bj signs, to do 

flo. Boodhoo, a brahmin cultivator of the village, took care of 

l&im, and he remained with him for three months, when he was 

claimed and taken off bj his father, a shepherd, who said that 

the boy was six years old, when the wolf took him off, at 

night, some four years before — he did not like to leave Boodhoo, 

the brahmin, and the father was obliged to drag him away — 

what became of him, afterwards, he never heard. The lad had 

no hair upon his body, nor had he any dislike to wear clothes, 

while he saw him. This statement was confirmed^ by the people 

of the village. 

About seven years ago, a trooper, belonging to the king, and 
in attendance on Bajah Hurdut Sing, of Bondee, alias, Bumno- 
tee, on the left bank of the Ghagra river, in the Bahraetch 
district, was passing near a small stream, which flows into that 
river, when he saw two wolf cubs and a boy, drinking in the 
atream. He had a man with him on foot, and they managed 
to seize the boy, who appeared to be about ten years of age. 
He took him up on the pummel of his saddle, but he was so 
wild and fierce, that he tore the trooper's clothes, and bit him 
fleverely, in several places, though he had tied his hands toge- 
ther. He brought him to Bondee, where the Bajah had him 
tied up in his artillery gun-shed, and gave him raw flesh to eat; 
but he, several times, cut his ropes and ran off; and, after 
three months, the Eajah got tired of him, and let him go. He 
was then taken by a Oashmeeree mimick, or comedian, (bhand,) 

who fed and took care of him for six siffitie ; but; at the end /Ol. cu^ 
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«f that time, he also got tired of him — for his habiU •Ket'/ 
jiithf — flsd let kiiii go to wander about tlie Bandee bazar. Ud, 
«ne day, ran off with a Joint of meat from a butelier'a shop, 
and. Boon after, upset some thinga in ths shop of a humeri, 
who let fly an arrow at him. The arrow penetrated the boy'i 
thigh. At this time, Sanaollah, a Coshmeer mercliBut of Luck- 
now, was at Bondee, selling some shairl gooda to the Kajab, on 
the occasion of his brother's marriage. He had many sen-aata 
with him, and among them Janoo, n kliidmutgar lad, and an 
old Bipahee, named Bamzan Khan. Janoo took compaesioD upon 
the poor bo^, extracted the arrow from his thigh, had his 
wound dressed, and prepared a bed for him, onder the mango 
tree, where be himself lodged, but kept him tied to a tent pin. 
He would, at that timo, cat nothing but raw flesh. To « 
him &offl this, Janoo, with the consent of his master, gave him 
rice aod pulse to eat. He rtj^ct^d them for ecreral ilsje, ami 
ate nothing; but Janoo pereevcred, and, by degreca, made him 
eat the holla, which he prepared for him — he was fourteen or 
fifteen days in bringing him to do this. The odour from hia 
body was very oSensire, and Janoo had him rubbed with i 
tard seed, soaked in water, after the oil had been token from 
it, (khiillee,) in the hope of removing this sineU. He continaed 
this for some months, and fed him upon rice, pulse and flour 
bread, but the odour did not leave him. He had hardened 
marka upon his knees and elbows, from having gone on all fonis. 
In about six weeks, after he had been tied up under the tre«, 
with a good deal of beating, and rubbing of his joints with oil, 
he was made to stand and walk upon his lege, lika other 
human beings. He was nerer heard to utter more than one ar» 
ticulate sound, and that was "Aboodeeo," the name of the little 
daughter of the Caelmieer mimick, who had treated him with 
kindness, and for whom he hod ahown some kind of attachment. 
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fLn about four months he began to understand and obey signs. 



He was, bj them, made to prepare the hookah, put lighted 
4;haTCoal upon the tobacco, and bring it to Janoo, or present it 
to whomsoever he pointed out. 

One night, while the boj was lying imder the tree, near 
Janoo, Janoo aaw two wolves come up stealthily, and smell at 
the boy. They then touched him, and he got up; and, instead 
of being frightened, the boy put his ka^ds upon their heads, 
and they began to pky with him. They capered around him, 
and he threw straw and leaves at them. Janoo tried to drive 
them off but he could not, and became much alarmed; and he 
called out to the sentry over the guns, Meer Akbur Allee, and 
told him, that the wolves were going to eat the boy. He re- 
plied, " come away and leave him, or they will eat you also ;*' 
but when he saw them begin to play together, his fears sub- 
aided, and he kept quiet. Gtdning confidence, by degrees, be 
drove them away; but, after going a little distance, they return- 
ed, and began to play again with the boy. At last he succeed- 
ed in driving them off altogether. The night after, three wolves 
came, and the boy and they played together. A few nights 
after, four wolves came, ^but at no time did more than four 
come. They came four or five times, and Janoo had no longer 
any fear of them ; and, he thinks, that the first two that came, 
must have been the two cubs with which the bo-j was first 
found, and that they were prevented from seizing him, by recog- 
nising the smeU. They licked his face with their tongues as 
he put his hands on their heads. 

Soon after, his master, Sanaollah, returned to Lucknow, and -^y^ y^ ^ ^^ 
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threatlened Janoo to tium him out of his service, unless he let 

go the boy. He persisted in taking the boy with him, and his 

master relented. He had a string tied to his arm, and led him 

^ong by it; and put a bundle of clothes on his head. Ai they 
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passed a jungle, the boj would throw down the bundle, and 
try to run into the jungle, but on being beaten, he would put 
up hia hands in supplication, take up the bundle and go on; 
but he seemed soon to forget the beating, and did the same 
thing at almost every jungle they came through. By degrees 
he became quite docile. Janoo was one day, about three months 
after their return to Lucknow, sent away, by his master, for a 
day or two, on some business, and before hisi return, the boy 
had ran off, and he could never find him again. About two 
months after the boy had gone, a woman, of the weave? cast, 
came with a letter, from a relation of the Bajah, Hurdut Sing, 
to SanaoUah, stating, that she resided in the village of Churey- 
rakotra, on his estate, and had had fll^ son, then about four 
years of age, taken from her, about five or six years before, by 
a wolf; and, from the description which she gave of him, he, 
the Rajah's relation, thought, he must be the boy, whom hia 
ervant, Janoo, took away with him. She said, that her boy 
had two marks upon him, one on the chest, of a boil, and one 
of some thing else on the forehead ; and as these marks cor- 
responded, precisely, with those found upon the boy, neither she 
nor they had any doubt, that he was her lost son. She 
remained for four months with the merchant, SanaoUah, and 
Jknoo, his kidmutghur, at Lucknow; but the boy could not be 
fouttd, and she returned home, praying, that information might 
be sent to her, should he be discovered. SanaoUah, Janoo and 
Bamzan Khan, are stiU at Lucknow, and before me, have all 
three declared, aU the circumstances here stated, to be strictly 
true. The boy was, altogether, about five months with SanaoUah 
and his servants, from the time they got him ; and he had been 
taken about four months and half before. The wolf must have 
had several Utters of whelps, during the six or seven yearn 
that the boy was with her. Janoo further adds, that he, after 
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a moufh or two, ventured to try a waist band upon the boy^ 
but he often tore it off in distrees or anger. After he had 
become reconciled to this, in about two months, Le yentured to 
put on upon him a vest and a pair of trowsers. He had greal? 
^fficulty in making him keep them on, with threate and occa-> 
sional beatings. He would disencumber himseilf of them when- 
erer left alone, but put them on again, in alarm, when discov^ 
•ered; and, te the last, often injured or destroyed them by rub- 
bing them against trees, or posts, Hke a beast, when any part of 
his body itched. Tins habit he could never break him of.* 

It ifi remarkaMe, that I -can discover no well established in« 
4rt;aace of a man, who had been nurtured in a wolf's den, hav^ 
ing been found. There is, at Lucknow, an old man, who war 
Ibund in the Oude Tarae, when a lad, by the hut of an old 
hermit^ who had died. He is supposed to have been taken 
from wolves, by this old hermit. The trooper, who found him, 
brought him to the king, some forty years ago, and he hatf 

* Rajah Hurdut Sewae, who is bow in Lucknow, on business, tells me, 

/28th January, 1851,.) that the sowar brought the boy to Bondee, and there 

kept him for a short time, as long as he remained; but as soon as he went 

off, the boy came to him, and he kept him for three months — that he ap« 

j>eared to him to be twelve years of age — that he ate raw meat as long at 

he remained with him, with evident pleasure, whenever it was offered to bim» 

^ttt would tkot touch the bread and other dressed food put before him—that 

lie went on aU fours, but would stand and go awkwardly on two legs whes 

threatened, or made to do so — that he seemed to understand signs, but oonld 

not understand or utter a word — that he seldom attempted to bite any cne^ 

nor did he tear the clothes that he put upon him— that SaaaoUah, the Cash- 

meeree merchant, used, at that time, to come to him often with shawls for 

aale; and must have taken the hoy away with him, but he does not recollect 

having given the boy to him. He says that he never himself sent any letter 

to Sanaollah with the mother of the boy, but his brother or some other 

rielalioa of his may have written one for her. 
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been, ever since, supported by the king comfortably. He is still 
called tbe ''wild man of the woods." He was, one day, sent 
to me at my request, and I talked with him. His features in- 
dicate him to be of the Tharoo tribe, who are found only in 
that forest. He is very inoffensive, but speaks little, and 
that little imperfectly; and he is still impatient of intercourse 
with his fellow men, particularly with such as are disposed to 
tease him with questions. I asked him, whether he had any 
recollection of having been with wolves. He said ''the wolf died 
long before the hermit;" but he seemed to recollect nothing 
more, and there is no mark on his knees or elbows, to indi- 
cate, that he ever went on all fours. That he was found, as a 
wild boy, in the forest, there can be no doubt ; but, I do not 
feel at all sure, that he ever lived with wolves. From what I 
have seen and heard, I should doubt, whether any boy, who 
had been many years with wolves, up to the age of eight or 
ten, cocdd ever attain the average intellect of man. I have 
never heard of a man, who had been spared and nurtured by 
wolves, having been found; and, as many boys have been re- 
covered from wolves, after they had been many years with them, 
we must conclude, that after a time, they either die from liv- 
ing, exclusively, on animal food, before they attain the age of 
manhood, or are destroyed by the wolves themselves, or other 
beasts of prey, in the jungles, from whom they are iinable to 
escape, like the wolves themselves, from want of the same 
speed. The wolf or wolves, by whom they have been spared 
and nurtured, must die, or be destroyed, in a few years, and 
other wolves may kill and eat them. Tigers generally feed, for 
two or three days, upon the bullock they kill, and remain, -all 
the time, when not feeding, concealed in the vicinity. If they 
found such a boy feeding upon their prey, they would oertun- 
ly kill him, and most likely eat him. If such a boy pasted 
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^moch a -dead body, he would certainly feed upon it. Tigera 
-oflen spriBg upon and kill -dogs and wolves, thus found feed- 
ing updn 4keir prej. They 'could more easily kill boys, and 
would cettainly be Inore disposed to eat them. If the dead 
body of such a boy were found any where in the jungles, or 
on the .plains, it would ozcite little interest, where dead bodies 
are so "often found exposed, ^nd so soon eaten by dogs, jack- 
als, vultures, &c. ^., and would scarcely *ever lead to any par- 
tioular inquiry. 



CHAPTEfi V. 



Deeemher 29, 1849.— Ten miles to Eampoor. JGdway we paat- 
ed over the border of the Sultanpoor district into that of Sa- 
lone, whose Amil, Hoseyn Buksh, there met us with his eoriSge. 
Bampoor is the Eesidence of Bajah Hunmunt Sing, the Tallook- 
dar of the two estates of Dharoopoor and Kalakunkur, which 
extend down to and for some miles along the left bank of the 
river Ganges. There is a fort in each of these estates, and he, 
formerly, resided in that of Dharoopoor, four miles from our 
present encampment. That of Kalakunkur is on the bank of the 
Granges. The lands along, on both sides the road, orer which 
we are come, are scantily cultivated, but well studded with good 
trees, where the soil is good for them. A good deal of it is, 
however, the poor oosur soil, the rest muteear, of various de- 
grees of fertility. The territory of Oude, as I have said above, 
must once have formed part of the bed of a lake,* which con- 
tained a vast fund of soluble salts. Through this bed — as the 
waters flowed off — the rivers, from the northern range of hills, 
which had before fed the lake, cut their way to join the larger 
stream of the G-anges ; and the smaller streams, which have their 
sources in the dense forest of the Tarae, which now extends 

* Caused, possibly, by the Vendeya range once extending £. N. Bast; vp 
to the Himmaleh chain, which runs E. 8. East. It now extends up only to 
the right bank of the Ganges^ at Chunar and Minapoor. 
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vlnng t1io sonlhern bordtr of that nnge, hnve einco out tlieir 
'Wi^ throttgli tliie bed in the same maamer to the liirger rivers. 
Tlie ntera, ^m these rivcre, percolate through tho bed ; and, 
bit ^^^ey Tiae to the surface, by tho InwB of capilkry attraction, 
they carry with them thme salta in aolution. Aa they reach 
the surface in Sry weather, they give off, by evaporation, pure 
xrtterj and the Halts, which they held in Buiution, remain be- 
hind HJ the upper aurfaco. The -capillary action goes on ; and 
as the pare water is take& off in the atmosphere in vapour, 
other w»teE, impregnated with more salts, comes up to supply 
it* place; and the salts, near the surface, either accumulate or 
»re supplied to tho roots of the plants, shrubs, or trees, which 
require them. 

Bain wstcr,* which contains no such aalti, falls after the dry 
»Maon is over, and washes out of the upper surface a portion 
of tho sttlta, which have thus been brought up from below and 
wmmulatcd, and either takes them off in floods, or carries (hem 
ainwn agaia to the hcds below. Some of these salts, or their 
bases, may hccome superabundant, and render the lands oosur, 
or unfit for ordinary tillage. There may bo a superabundance 
«f those which are not required, or cannot bo taken up by tlie 
plants, Mttually on tho eia^acc ; or there may be a Buperabun- 
<Ijuieo oi the whole, from the plants and rain water being in- 
Buffident to take away such as require to be removed. Theae 
salta are here, M cleewhere, of great variety; nitrates of ammo- 
nift) which, combining with the inorganic substances — magnesia, 
Ume, soda, potash, a luiiiiiia , and oxide of iron— fona doublo aolta, 
aad become soluUo in water, and £t food for plants. Or there 
may be a deficieocy of vegetable mould (humus,) or manure to 
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mpplT, — ^with the aid of evlioiiic acid, air, water, anA tunmoiua,— 
tlie org<tiii« acids nqnired to adapt the inorganic substimces to 
Ihs use of plaata. 

All Bra — in dae praportion — more or less con<Jucire to (ha 
growtit sad peifoction of tha plants, nliitti men and animals re- 
quire from tho soil — soma plants requira more of the ono, 
ATtd some more of anothor-, oitd Bomo find n eupenbundanoe of 
vliat they need, vhoro olliera find a dcflciency, or none at alL 
Tlie muteear Beems to differ frdm tho doantuteea eoil, is contain- 
ing a greater portion of those elements, which conatttutot what 
are called good clay boiIb. Tho inorganic portions of these de> 
menta — eilicatea, carbonates, eulphatea, phoephatee, and cUoridei 
of lime, potash, magnoaia, a lumnJa , aoda, oaidea of iron and ma* 
ganese — it deriTes from the detritus of the granite, gneiss, tnica, 
and chlorite slate, Ume stone ond sand stone rocks, in vhich 
the Himmaleh chain of mountains bo much abounds i and tha 
organic elementa — humatcs, almatc», geatos, apoerenntea, and cr*- 
nates — it derives from tho mould, formed from the decay of aai' 
mal nnd vegetable matter. It is more hydroscopic, or capable o{ 
absorbing and retaining moisture, and filing ammonia than the 
doomuteea. It is of a darker colour, and forms more into cloda 
to retain moisture. I may here mention, that the Ilimmaleh 
«hain doea not abound in Tolcanic rocks, like the chiuns of cen' 
tral and aouthem India; and that the soils, which are formed 
from its detrittis, cont^uB, in consequence, less phosphoric acid, 
nnd Ik less adapted to the growth of that numerous class of 
plants, which cannot lire without phosphates. The volcanic rocki 
form a plateaux npon the sand stone, of almost all the hills of 
central and southern India ; and the soil, which is formed from 
their detritus, is exceedingly fertile, when well combined, aa it 
commonly is, with ttie salts and double salts, formed by the 
union of the organic acids with the inorganic bases of alialiet, 
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«Hiflu, und oxides, which have become soluble, and been brought 
to the surface from below by capillary attraction.* 

The doomuteea is of a light brown colour, soon powders into 
"Sne dust, and requires much more outlay in manure and labour 
than the muteear. The oosur soil appears to be formed out of 
l>othy by a superabundance of one or other of the salts or 
their bases, which are brought to the surface £rom tho beds 
beloWy and not carried off or tiiken back into these beds. It is 
known, tiiat salts of ummorna are injurious to plants, imless 
combined with organic acids, supplied to the soil by decayed 
Tegetable or animal matter. This matter is necessary to com- 
bine with, and fix the ammonia in the soil, and give it out 
to plants as they require it. 

It is possible, that nitrates may superabound in the boH 
from the oxidizement of the nitrogen of a superfluity of 
ammonia. The people say, that all land may become oosur 
from neglect; and when oosttr, can never be made to bear 
crops, after it has been left long fallow, till it has been 
flooded with rain water, for two or tbree seasons, by means 
of artificial embankments, and then well watered, manured 
and ploughed. When well tilled in this way, all but the 
^ worst kinds of oosur are said to bear tolerable crops, 
hi the midst of a plain of barren, oosur land, which has 

* I may ulao mention, that the basaltic phiteaux upon the sand stone rocks 

^ eeatral and southern India, are often surmounted with a deposit, more or 

^ deep, of latcrite, or indurated iron clay, the detritus of which tends to 

pnnnote fertility in the soil. I have never, myself, seen any other deposit 

than this iron clay, or lateriie, above the basaltic plateaus. I believe that this 

hterite is never found in any part of tho Himmalch chain. I have never 

teen It there, nor have I ever heard of any one having seen it there. In 

BonMkund and other ports of central and southern India, the basaltic plateaux 

tte fometimes found deposing immediately upon beds of granite. 

2b2 
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hardlj a tree, aliraby or blade of glass^ we find small oauii 
or patches of low land, in which aooumulated rain water 
lies, for eeveral months^ evBty year, corered with stoat graas^ 
ea of different kind% a aure indication of ability to bear 
good crops, under good tillage* From very bad aoeiir landa^ 
common salt or aalt petre, <^ both, are tak^i by digging 
out and washing the earth, and then removing the water by 
evaporation. The clods in the muteear aoil not only retain 
moisture, and give it out slowly as required by the cropsi 
but they give shelter and coolness to the young and tender 
shoots of grain and pulse. Of course trees, shrubs, and plants^ 
of all kind in Oude, as elsewhere, derive carbonic acid gas 
and ammonia, from the atmosphere, and decompose them, for 
their own use, in the same manner. 

In treating of the^ advantages of greater facilities foi irri« 
gation in India, I do not recollect ever having seen any 
mention made of that of penetrating by wells, into the deep 
deposits below, of the soluble salts, or their bases, and brings 
ing them to the surface, in the water, for the supply of 
the plants, shrubs, and trees, we require. People talk of dig* 
ging for valuable metals, and thereby 'developing resources;** 
but never talk of digging for the more valuable solutiona of 
soluble salts, to be combined with the organic acids, already 
existing in the soil, or provided by man in manures — and with 
the carbonic acid, ammonia, and water from the atmosphere — to 
supply him with a never ending succession of harvests. The 
practical agriculturists of Oude, however, say, that brackish wa« 
ter, in irrigation, is only useful to tobacco and shama; and 
where the salts, which produce it, superabound, rain water tanks, 
and fresh water rivers and canals would, no doubt, be much 
1)etter than wells, for irrigation* All these waters contain car« 
1x>nic acid gas, atmospheric air, and solutiona of salts^ wKipb 
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fi»d ifor plants, or bieecmie so wfcen combined with the 
teids, supplied by the decayed animal and vegetable 
iA the soil. 
9aili which cotitain salts, that readily ^vo oi their water of 
sation, and efflaresffy sooner become blEurren than- those 
wUch eotitaiii ssdts ihlEit attract moistiire from the air, and deH* 
gnesj^, to dilorides of calcium and magnesia, carbonates and 
4MMe9 of potassa, altmmia, Ac. 'Canals flowing over these deep 
dry be&, through which little water, from the springs below, 
€ffer peroblfltes to the surface, are not only of great advantage 
'ibr irrigating the crops on the surface, but for supplying water 
as tJiey flow along, to penetrate through these deep dry beds ; 
and, as they rise to tho surface by capillary attraction, carrying 
tdong with them the soluble salts which th^y pick up on their 
way. In Oude, as in all the districts that extend along to the 
north 6f the Granges, and south of tho Himmaleh chain, easter- 
ly winds prevail, and bring up moisture from the sea of the 
Bay of Bengal. All these districts are, at the same time, abun- 
^aoftly rtudd^d with groves of fine trees and jungle, that attract 
this tnoisture to the earth, in rain and dew. Through Goozerat, 
Malwa, Berai*, and Bundelkund, and all the districts bordering 
the Nert>uddii river, from its riiouth to its soilr«es, westerly winds 
prevail, and bring up moisture from tho Gulf of Cambay; 
and theUd districts arc all well studded with groves, &c &c., 
and single ttees, which act in thd same manner, in attracting 
the moisture from the atmosphi^re to tho earth, in rain and dew. 
In Bajpootana and Sindo, no prevailing wind, I believe, comes 
from any sea nearer than the Athmtic ocean; and there are but 
few trees to attract to the earth tho little moisture that the 
AttridSphei^ contains. The rain that falls over these countries is 
not,' I believe, equal to more than one-third of what falls over 
the districts, supplied from the Bay of Bengal, or to one-fourth 
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of what falls in those supplied from the Gulf of Cambaj. Our 
own districts of the N. "W. Proyinces, which intervene between 
those north of the G-anges and Hajpootana, have the advantage 
of rivers and canals, but their atmosphere is not so well suppli- 
ed with moisture from the sea, nor are they so well studded, as 
tliey ought to be, with trees. The Punjab has still greater ad- 
vantages from numerous rivers, flowing from the Himmaleh 
^'^'^ chain, and is, like Egypt, in some measure, independ^t of mois- 

ture from the atmosphere, as far as tillage is concerned; but 
both would, no doubt, be benefitted by a greater abundance of 
trees. They not only t«nd to convey to and retain moisture tn 
the soil, and to purify the air for man, by giving out ojygen, 
and absorbing carbonic acid gas ; but they are fertilizing media, 
through which the atmosphere conveys to the soil most of the 
carbon, and much of the ammonia, without which no soil can 
be fertile. It is, I believe, generally admitted, that trees derive 
most of their carbon from the air, through their leaves ; and 
most of their ammonia from the soil, through their roots ; and, 
tlmt when the trees, shrubs, and plants, which form our coal 
measures, adorned the surface of the globe, the atmosphere must 
have contained a greater portion of carbonic acid gas than at 
prasent. They decompose the gases, use the carbon, and give 
back the oxygen to the atmosphere. 

December 30, 1819. — Ten miles to Salone, over a pretty coun- 
try, well studded with fine trees, and well tilled, except in large 
patches of oosur land, which occur on both sides of the load. 
The soil, doomuteea, with a few short intervals of muteear. The 
Eajah of Pertabghur, and other great landholders of the Sultan- 
poor division, who had been, for some days, travelling with me; 
and the Nazim and his officers, took leave yesterday. The Nazim, 
Aga Allee, is a man of great experience in the convenances of 
Court and city life^ and of some in revenue management^ having 
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loaf liad cliarge of the mtnteB, comprised in the " llozoor 
TDeliseel," wliilo ho resided at Lucknow. He has good sense and 
an «zcotloBt temper, aad his manners and deportment are cour- 
teeus -and gentteraanly. The Bojah of Pertabghur is a yeiy atont 
-and At man, of average umleratanding. The rightfiil heir to tlio 
principality waa Seorutim Sing, whom I have mentioned in my 
"*" Bamblet and Seeolieetkmg,'" as a gallant young landhdlder, fight- 
ing, for hia right, to tho Buccession, while I was cantoned at 
Pertabghur in 1818. He continued to fight, bnt in vain, aa tho 
Jerenue contraclora were too strong for him. GUoIam Hoseyn, 
Uio then Nazim, kept him down, while he ^liyed, and Diirsun 
fing got him into hia power by fraud, and confined liim, for 
tfiree years, in jail. 

He died soon af^ hia release, leaving one son, Bajali Dheer 
Sing,* who still lives npon tho portion of land which hia father 
inkerited. Ho has taken np the contest, for the right, boqueath- 
*i to hint by liia father; and Us nncle, GJolab Sing, tho young- 
» brother of Seomttun, a brave, elirewd ajid energetic man, haa 
fcfen, for Bomo days, iinportuniiig mo for assistance. Tlie neareat 
>«tatioDB of tlio family told mc, yesterday, that they were coer- 
*edi hy the government authorities, into recogniaing the adoji- 
fen of the present Kajah, though it was contrary to ail Hindoo 
h« and oaage. Hindoos, they asid, never marry into the samo 
) or fkmily, and they never ought to adopt one of fJie rela- 
s of their wivca, or a son of a sister, or any descendant 
the female line., while there is one of tho male line exiat- 
■faig. Seoruttun Sing was the neit heir in tho male line ; but 
ttie Bajah, having married a young girl iu liia old age, adopted, 
■b hia heir to the principality, hor nearest relative, the present 

' Rajah Dhoor Sing died in Arrii, 1851. leaving a tctj jtvag wm md^^ 
tte gnirdUiuhip qI Iiu uncle, Golab Sing. 



208 



Bun Off A toiJii tifiiOndft orofi. 



Bajah, v\o ia of a different gote. The deBire to koop tlie land 
in the same fkmily, has giroa riac to Bingular laws and usage§, 
in nil nations, in the early etagea of cirUJiation, when industry 
is confined, almost eiclusiTdy, to agriculture, and land ia atmoet 
the only property valued. Among the people of the Himmaleh 
hilla, aa in all Sogdiana, it gave rise to poly andry ; and, among 
the Israelites and mahominQdana, to the iQamage of many bro- 
thera, in succession, to the same ^oman. 

The Rajah of Dharoopoor, who resides at Bampoor, our lank 
halting place, holds, aa above stated, a tract of land, along the 
left bank of the Ganges, called the Kalakunkur, in which he 
has lately built a mud fort, of reputed strength. He ia a Tery 
sensible and active man, of pleading manners. He has two 
grown up none, who were introduced to me by him yesterday. 
The gOTemment anthontiee complain, of his want of punctoality, 
in the payment of his revenue; and he complains, with much 
more justico, of the uncertainty in the rate of the demand on 
the part of government, and its ofScere, or Court favorites, and 
in the character of the viceroys, sent to rule over them ; but, 
above all, of the impoBsibility of getting a hearing at Court, 
when they are wronged and oppressed by bad viceroys. He went 
twice himself to Lucknow, to complain of grievous wrongs, suf- 
fered by him and hla tenants, &ora an oppressive viceroy ; but, 
though ho had some good Mends at Court, and among thnn 
Sajah Bukhtawar Sing, he was obliged to return without Bndii^ 
access to the sovereign, or hia miruster, or any one in authority 
over the viceroy. He told me — " that all large londholdera, who 
" had any regard for their character, or desire to retain their 
" estatea, and protect their tenants, were obliged to arm and 
" take to their stroDgholda or jungles, aa their only niBourcf>, 
" when bad viceroys were sent — that if they could be aasorod, 
" that loir demaiida only would bo made, and that they Would 
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" 4ATe access to authority, when they required to defend them- 
" wlvefl from fake charges, and to complain of the wrong doings 
# of viceroys And their agents, none of them vonld be found in 
" renstance against the government, since all were anxious to 
" bequeath to their children a good name, as well aa a good 
•" eetate." He promised punctual payment of his terenues to 
government, and strict obedience in all things, provided that the 
contractor did not enhance his demand i^on him, as he now 
seemed disposed to do, in the shape of gratuities to himself and 
Coort favorites. "To be safe in Oude, he said, it is necessary 
•* to be strong.; and prepared, always, to use your Btrength in 
•• jQsifiting outrage and oppression, on the part of the king's 



At Salone resides a holy mabommcdan. Shah Puna Ata, who is 
looked up to, with great reverence, by both mahommedana and 
Hindoos, for tte sahctity of liis character, and that of his sa- 
eestors, who sat upon the same religious throne, for throne his 
adrnple mattress is considered to be. Prom the time that tho 
heir ie caUed to the throne, he never leaves liia house, but stays 
at home, to receive homage, and distribute bleasinga and food ta 
needy travellers of all religions, He gets from the king of Ouda 
twelve villages, rent free, in perpetuity; and they are said ia 
yield turn twenty-five thousand rapees a year, with which he 
provides for his family, and for needy travellers xnd pilgrima. 
This elaemosynary endowment was granted, about sixty years ago, 
by the then sovereign, Asuf-od Bowlah. The lands had belong- 
ed to a family of Kumpureea Bajpoots, who were ousted foe 
eootumacy or rebellion, I believe. He was plundered of all ha 
had, to the amount of some twenty thousand rupees, in 1831, 
during the reign of Kuaeer-od Been Hyder, by Ehsan Hoseyn, 
the Ifazim of Byswara and Salooe, one of the bodb of Sobhaa 
2c 
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AJIee Eban, tlie then virtual minister; but some fifteen day^i 
after, ha attacked the Tallookdar of Btmderee, and lost hie plac» 
ui consequence. The popular belief ia, that he became insane in 
conaequenca of the holy man's curses, and that hia whole family 
became ruined from the same cause. 

Bhuderee, nhich lica a few miles to the south of Salime, wai 
tiien held by two gallant Bajpoot brothers, Jugmohun Sing and 
Biahonath Sing, the sons of Zitlim Sing. In the month of Oo 
tobar, A. S. 1632, Dhokul Sing got the contract of the distriet, 
and demanded, from Bhuderee, an increase of ten tbonaand 
rupees in its revenue. They refused to pay this increase. At 
ths aatablished rate they had always paid the government de< 
mand punctually, and been good subjects and excellent landlords. 
Shoku! Sing was superseded by Ehsan Hoseyn, in March; 1688 ; 
and he ineieted upon having the increase of ten thousuid. They 
refused to pay, sud Ehsan Hoseyn besieged and attacked theii 
fort in September. After defending theniBelves resolutely for five 
days, Bishonauth Sing consented to visit Khsan Hoseyn, in his 
camp, on a solemn assurance of personal security ; but he no 
sooner came to his tent than he was seized uid taken to Bae 
Bareilly, the head-quarters, a prisoner, in the suit of the Nacim. 
He there remained confined, in irons, under charge of a wing of 
a Segment, commanded by Mozim Khan, till February 1831, 
wbtn he effected his escape, and went bai^ to Bhuderee. la 
March, a large force was collected, vritli an immense train cf 
arttHery, ifl aid the Nazim, and he again Imd siege to the fbit. 
Having sent off their families before the siege began, and seeing, 
in tfce course of a few days, that they could not long hold 
cut against M large a force, the two brothers buried eight oat 
of thek ten guns, left the fort at midnight with the othef 
two, cut tbeir way throngh the besiegers, and passed ore 
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|ilMn, Ki miica, to Bamcbom, on the lefl bank of tlie Gaugea, 
and witttin the Briti^b territory, followsd by the whole of the 
KaRBi'a fbrce. 

A brisk canaoimdc vOfS kept up, on both eidet^, the nhole 
way, and s great miiuy iivea were lost. The two brothers thought 
they should be safe at Samuhora, under the protection of the 
British gOTemment ; but the ^'azim'ii force surrounded the place, 
attd kept up a fire upon it. The brothers contrired, howerer, to 
«sid over the Gaugea, the greater part of their ioUowers, uuder 
the protection of their two guna, ani the few men retained to 
defend and aerve them. Jugiaobun Sing at lost consented to 
•ocept the pledge of personal security tendered by Bftjah Seodeea 
£ing, the comiiumder-in-chief of the attacking foroes ; but while 
lie and his brother were on their way to the cninp, with a few 
armed attendants, tlie soldiers of the Kazioi, by whom they 
vere escorted, attempted to aeixe and disann them. They resist, 
«d and delendi'd themselres. Others come to their rescue, and 
the firing recommenced. Jugmohun Stag, and bia brother, Bisho- 
nath Sing, and all their remaining followers were killed. The 
two brothers lost about one hundred and fifty men, and the 
Nazim about sixty, in killed. The heads of the two brothers 
were -taken off, forthwith, and sent to the king. Three villages, 
in the British territory, were plundered by the Oude troops on 
tbia occaaion. Thie vioktion of our territory the king of Oude 
WB8 called upon to puniali ; and Shsnit Hoseyu waa deprived of 
his charge, and heavily fined, to pay compensation to oiir injur- 
ed Bubjocta. 

Boshun-od Dowlah, the niinistor, was entir^y in the handa of 
Sobbao AUee Khan; and, as long as be retained office, the fa- 
mjly aoSared no other punisluncnt. ^VliEm he, Bosbun-od Dowlah, 
Kas, afterwards, deprived of olSce, he went to Cawnpore to reside, 

ni Bobhm Allee and all his iainily w«e obliged to foQcnr bia 
. 2ca 
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fortuaex. On his diamissal from office, BoBliim-od Dorlfth wu 
put into jail, and not releosed till he paid twenty-two lakhs of 
rupees into the Treasaty. He had given eight lakhs, in our 
Ggvemment promiasorj notes, to his wife, and three to his son, 
and he took aoine lakhs with him to Cawnpore, all made during 
the fire years he held office. Sobhon Alice Khan, his deputy, 
was made to pay, into the Treasury, seven lakhs, and fire in 
gratuities — all nmde during the eame five years. Sobhan Alles 
died, last year, on a pilgrimage to Mecca, with the chamcter of 
one of the ablest and least scrupulous of men ; and hia tons 
continue to reside at Cawnpore and Allahabad, with the eharae- 
ter of having all the bad, without any of the good, qualities of 
their father. The widow of Jugmohun manages the estate, but ihe 
has adopted the nearest heir to her husband, the present Bajah 
of Bhuderee, a fine, handsome and amiable youth, of sixteen 
years of age, who is now learning Persian. He was one of ths 
many chiefs, who took leave of me yesterday, and the most pre- 
poseeasing of all. Hia adoptive mother, however, absorbs the es- 
tates of her weaker neighbours, by fraud, violence and coUueioil, 
like other landholders ; and the dispossessed become leaders of 
gang robbers as in other parts. 

The Shah receives something from the local authorities, and 
contributions from mahommednn Princes, in remote parts of 
India, audi as Bhopsl, Serongc, Ac. &c. Altogether his iocom* 
is said to amount to about fifty thousand rupees a year. Hv 
has letters from Governors General of India, Ijicutenant Gover- 
nors of the North Western Provinces and their Secretaries; 
and &om Il«sldents at the Conrt of Lucknow, all of & compli- 
mentary character. He has lately declared his eldest son to tw 
hia iiar to the tkrone; and is said to have already put him 
upon it. I i«ceived firom him the usual letter of compUmenti 
and welcome, with a present of a tame antelope, and some &uit 
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and sagtr; icnd I wrote him a reply in the usual terms. Uis 
SMune is Shah Puna Ata, and his character is held in high es- 
^teem by all classes of the people, of whatever creed, caste or 
^■rade. 

The Bhuderee family gi?e their daughters ia marriage to the 
IBagheela lUijahs of Eewa, and the Powar Eajahs of Ochejrra. 
nrho aie considered to be a shade higher in caste than they are 
among .the Eajpoots. Not long ago they gave one hundred 
thousand rupees, with one daughter, to the only son of the 
Bewa Biy'ah, sa the only condition on which he would take her. 
€h>lab Sing, the brother of Seoruttun Sing, ef Pertabghur, by 
caste a Sembunsee, is said to have given, lately, fifty thousand 
vupees, mth another daughter, te the same person. Bajah Hun* 
munt Bing, of Dharoopoor — ^wbo is, by caste, a Beseyn Sajpoot — 
the year before last went to Bewa, aocompamed by some fifty 
•brahmins, to propose an union between his daughter, and the 
same son of the Bewa Bajah. A large sum was demanded, but 
he pleaded poverty, and, at last, get the Bajah to consent to 
take fifty thousand rupees down, and seventy^five thousand at 
the last ceremony of the barat, or fetching home of the bride^ 
When all had been prepared for this last ceremony, the Bajah 
of Bewa pleaded the heat of the weather, and his son would 
not come to complete it, and take away his bride. Hunmunt 
Sing collected one hundred resolute hrahmine, and proceeded with 
them to Bewa, where they sat dhuma at the Bajah*8 door, with* 
out tasting food; and declared, .that they would all die there 
unless the marriage were completed. 

The Bajah did all he could, or could make his people do, to 
get rid of them; but, at last, afiraid that some of the brahmins 
would really die, he consented that his son should go and fetch 
his bride, if Huomunt Sing would pay down twenty-five thou- 
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, to defray the cost of the proceaBion, in ftdJi* 



I more, 

tion to the aei-enty-fire thousand. He did m, and his daughter 
was taken off m duo form. He has another daughter to disposs 
of in tho same way. The Eewa Eajah has thus taken, five or 
ail wives, for bis bod, from families a shade lower in caate ; but 
the whole that he has got with them, will not be enough to 
pay one of the Bajpoot familiea, a ehade higher in caste thaa 
be is, in ItAJpoottuia, to take one daughter from him. It coBta 
bim ten or twelve lakhs of nipees, to induce the Bajah of 
Ondeepoor, Joudhpoor, or Jypoor, to take away, as Mb bride, 
ft daughter of Bewa. All ia a matter of bargain and sale. 
Those who have money must pay, in proportion, to their meass, 
to many their daughters, into families, a shade higher in caste 
or dignity ; or to get daughters from them when Buch families 
are reduced to the necessity of eelling their daughters to fami- 
Kee of a lower grade. 

Among brahmina it is the same. Take, for example, the Kiu 
nojee brahmins, among whom there are several shades of caste. 
The member of a family, a sluule higher, will not give his son, 
in marriage, to a daughter of a family a shade lower, without 
veceiving a sum, in proportion, to its meona ; nor will he give 
a daughter in marriage to such a family, till he is so exalted 
as ito be able to disregard the feelings of his clan, or reduced 
to fluch n degree of poverty, as shall seem, to his clan, sufficient 
to ^stiiy it. This bargain and eale of sons and daughtera pre- 
Taila, mere or less, throughout all Hindoo society, and is Bot, 
even now, altogether unknown among Christian nations. In Onde 
this has led to tho stealing of young girls, fiom our own dif- 
triebe. Some men and women, from onr districts, make a trade 
of it. They pretend to be of Eajpoot caste, and inveigle away 
girls fifom Hieir parcnta, to be nmfced, ia marriage, to EajpootB 



DIARY OP * TOUB THUOUGe O0DE. 215 

Oade. They pretend to have brought fhem with the consent 
«f their jpareata, of the lame or higher casta, la our territories, 
aad mftka Iftrfe suma \>y the trade. 

Dtemier 81, 1849. — Eight miles to Sotee, over a country well 
•tailded with trees, and generally well cultivated. The Boil is, 
all Hie w»y, doomuteea. The road, the greater put of the way, 
liea in the purgunnah of IVyae, held hy Jsguooath Sing, a 
Kumparees B^poot, and hia itephew, and the ccdlateral hranch- 
«■ of thetr fiuaily. They have a belt of jonglQ, extending, for 
«tmi6 twelve miles, aleng the right bnnk of the Saee riv- 
«r, and «■ the right side of the read, and within from two 
to aiz nilea from >it, in some parts nearer, and in othen 
aore remote. Wild hogs, dera-, neelgae, and wild cattle aboond 
ia Wi jUBgJe, uid do great injury to the crops in its vicinify. 
'Rie peuaatry can kill and eat the hogs and deer, but dare not 
kill or woHid the nild cattle or neelgie. The wild cattle are 
said to bo from a stock which etrayed or were let loose in this 
jangle some centvries ago. They are described as fat, while th« 
crops aw on the ground, and well formed, some black, eoms 
red, some white, and some mixed, and to be as wild and active 
as the deer of the same jungle. They are some times caught 
by being driven into the Saee river, but the young ones aro 
taii. ta refiue aU food, and die soon, if not released. Hindoos 
■oon release them from the religioiia dread, that they may die 
in confinement. The old ones aometimea live, and are ccmsidered 
nluable. They are siud to be finer in form than the tame cat- 
tle of the conntry ; and, from July to March, when grass abounds, 
ud the country around ia covered, successively, with autumn 
tad spriag crops, mare tat and sleek. 

3^ Bo3 is goad and strong, and the jungle, which corera 
it very thick. It ia preserved by a fiinuly of Enmpureea Baj- 
poots, whose whole poBsessions, ia 1SL4^ coosiated of nine TtUagee. 
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By degrees they have driven out or murdered all the other pro. 
prietora, and they now hold no less than one liundred and fifty, 
for which they pay little or no revenue to govemmeDt. Tfa« 
rente are employed in keeping up large bands of armed followen 
and building etrongholda, from which they infest the surrounding 
country. The family has become divided into five branches, each 
branch having a fort or stronghold in the Nyn jungle, and be- 
coming, by degrees, subdivided into smaller branches, who will 
thrive and become formidable, in proportion, as the government 
becomes weak. Each branch acts indepeudontly in its depreda> 
tions and usurpations from weaker neighbours ; but all unite when 
attacked or threatened by the government. 

Sajah Dnrsun Sing held the district of >Sslane, from 1827 to 
1836 ; and, during this time, he made several Buccesaful attacks 
upon the Kumpureea Eajpoota of the Nyn jungle; and, during 
his occaeionol t«mponirj reaidence, he bad a great deal of thfl 
jungle, around his force, cut down ; but he made no permanent 
arrangement for subduing them. In 1837, the government of this 
lUstrict was transferred to Kondon Lai Portak, who established a 
garrison in the centre of the jungle, bad much of it cut down, 
and kept the Kumpureea barons effectually in check. Ha died< in 
1838, and Rajabs Diiraun Sing and Bukhtawar Bing again got 
the goveinment, and continued the partake system, for the next 
five years, up to 1843. They lost the government fop 1644 utd 
1845, but their successors followed the same system, to keep tii« 
Kumpureeas in order. Bulditawsir Sing got the government again 
for 1S16 and 1847, and persevered in this system; but in 1846, 
the goTemmeut was made over to Hamid Allee, a weak and in* 
experienced man. His deputy, Nourouz Allee, withdrew the gw 
rison, and left the jangle to the Eumpurceas, who, in ntnni, 
assigned to him three or four of their villages, rent tree, in per* 
potuity, which, in Oude, means aa long aa the grantee may have 



the power or influeiicc to le iiseful to the grantera, or to T^tain 
flie gmnta. Since that time the Kumpurceas hare recorereil all 
the lauds tbey had lost, restored nil the jimglo that had keen 
cut dmrn, aid they are now more powerful than ever. They 
fcare strengthened their old forta and buil^ some new, and add- 
ict igreody to the number of their armed followers, so that ths 
govemor of the district dares not do any thing to coerce them 
into the payment ef the juat demands of govenunent, or to check 
thebr usu^iatioas and outrages.* 

The preeent Kasim hae with him two Knjeeh Hegiments, one 
■of atne hundred and fifty-liw, and the other of eight hundred 
and thirty men ; a eqaadron of horse and fourteen guns. The 
two corps are virtually commanded by Mdiera and eunuchs at 
CJourt. Of the men home on the muator rolls and paid, not 
«Ds half are present ; of the number present, not one half are 
fit tut the duties of soldiers; sad «f those fit for Bnch duties, 
not one haif would perform them. They get, nominally, foot 
rupees a month, liable to Dumeroua deductiona — they are obliged 
to provide their own clothing, sima, accoutrements, and ammuni- 
tion, except on occasions of actual fighting, when they are en- 
titled to powder and ball from tlie government officer, under 
Thom they are employed. He purchoaes powder in the bazars, 
w baa it eont to him &om Lucknow; and, in either ease, 
it ia not more than one -third of the strength used by our 
boops. It ia made in Tillages, and supplied to caotractora, 
libtme only object ia to get the article at Uie cheapest poesible 



* nb Nououj Alleo U now, 1B5I, tbe agent of Iho Kiunpnreea barons of 
tUi jnaglB, at the I>arbu, vthtre he hae mmde, in the usnal wa^, mim; inRu- 
CBtia) frimdB, in mlliuion irith vhom be has seized upon mnaj ealatei in ths 
tionitj of tho jungle, bhA Lad them made over to thete foimidiiblo buODI- 
2i> 
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n.te ; and that supplied to the moBt petted corps, ia altogether 
unfit for service. 

The ariBa, with which thej are expected to provide themielTea, 
are a matchlock and sword. They ore often ten or twebe months 
in arrears, and obliged to borrow money for their own subais- 
tence and that of their families, at twenty-four per cent inters 
est. If tbey are disabled tbey have little chance of ever recov- 
ering the arrears of pay due to them; and if they an killed, 
their families hare still leas. Even the arms and accoutrements, 
which they have purchased with their own money, are commonly 
seized by the officers of govemment, and Bold for the benefit of 
the State. Under all these disadvantages, the Nazim tella me, 
that he thinks it veiy doubtful whether any of the men of the 
two corps would fight at all on emergency. The cavalry are 
still worse off, for they have to subHiat their horses, and if any 
nan's horse should be disabled or killed, he would be at onca 
dismissed with just as little chance of recovering the urean 
of pay due to him. Of the fourteen guns, two only are in a 
state fit for service. Bullocks are provided for sis, out of four- 
teea; but they are hardly able to stand from want of food, 
much less to draw heavy guns. I looked at them, and found 
that they had had no grain for many years, and very little 
grass or chaff, since none is allowed by government for their 
use, and little can be got by forage, or plunder, which ia the 
same thing. One seer and half of gr^, or three pounds, a day, 
for each bullock, is allowed and paid for by government; but the 
bullocks never get any of it. Of the six best guns, for which 
be bos draft bullocks, the carriage of one went to pieces on the 
road yesterday, and that of another went to pieces, this-moming, 
in my camp, in firing the salute, and both guns now lie useleaa 
on the grouiid. He has one mortar, bat only two sheila for it; 
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SHod be lias neither powder nor ball for any of the gttnd. He 
was obliged to purchase, in the bazar, the powder reqnired for 
the salute for the Besident. 

The Nasim tells me, that he has entertamed, at his own cost, 
two thousand Nujeebs or Seobundies, on the same condition^ 
as tbose on which tiie x)thers Berre in the two Begiments, 
4}R duty under him-^that is, they are to get four rupees a 
ftKmth each, and furnish themselves with food, clothing, a match- 
lock, sword, accoutrements and ammunition, except on occasi- 
ons of actual fighting, when he is to provide them with powder 
and ball from the bazar. The minister, he tells me, promised 
to bodA bisn another Nujeeb corps — ^the Futteh Jung — ^from Khy*- 
rabad^ but he has heard so bad an account of its discipline, 
that he might as well be without it. All the great landhold- 
era see the helpless state of the Kazim, and not only withhold 
from him the just dues of government, but seize upon and ap- 
propriate, with impunity, the estates of ike smaQ proprietors in 
their neighbourhood. 

Jmnuofj 1, 1850. — Fourteen miles to Bae Bareilly, 6ver a plain 
with more than usual undulation, and the same doomuteea light 
«oil, tolerably cultivated, and well studded with trees of the finest 
kind. The festoons of the bandha hang graceftilly from the branch- 
es, with their light green and yellow leaves, and scarlet flowers, 
in the dark green foliage of the mango and mhowa trees in great 
abundance^ I saw them in no oth^, but they are, sometirnds, said 
to be found in the banyan, peepul and other trees, with large leaves, 
though not in the tamarind, babul and other trees, with small 
leaves. I examined those on the mango and mhowa trees, and 
they are the same in leaf and flower,; and are said to be the 
^ame in whatever tree found. Bae Bareilly is in the estate of 

£bii&kerpoor, belonging to Bona Benee Madho, a large landholder. 

2d2 
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He reaid^B at Shunkurpoor, ten miles from tliia, and 
and not rerv ecnipulous in the acqulBition, by fraud. Tiolence 
and collusion, of the lands of the smaJl proprietors, in the neigh- 
bourhood. I aaked Rajah Hunmunt tiing, of Dharoopoor, as he 
was ridii^ bj mj aide, thia-moming, whether he waa not a man 
of bad choracter. fie aaid — " no, bj no means, he ia a mm of 
" great poesessions, c^^dit and influence, and of good i^mte." 
But does he not rob emaller proprietors of their hereditaiy laadvP 
" If," called the Bajah, — "you estimate men's chonoter, ia 
" Oude, on this principb, you will find hardly any landholder, 
" of any rank, with a good one ; for they have all been long do* 
" ing the same thing— all have been augmenting their own estatea 
" by absorbing those of smaller proprietors, by what you will 
" call fraud, violence, and colluBion, but they are not thought 
" the worse of for this by the goTemment or its officers," No- 
thing could be more true. Men who augment their estates in 
this way, purchase the acquiescence of temporary local officen^ 
either by gratuities, or promises of aid in putting down otW ' 
powerful and refractory landholders ; or they purchase the patron- 
age of Court favorites, who get their estates transferred to the 
" Kozoor Teliseel," and their transgressionB overlooked. Tho» 
who augment their resources in this way, employ them in main- 
taining vwed bands, building forts, and purchasing cannon, to 
8QQV>il'e thWDselTOB in the possession; and to resist the gorem- 
ment ^ad its officers, who might, otherwise, make them pay in 
some proportion to their ueurpations. 

Bcnee jradho called upon me, after breakfast, and gare me 
the littlo of his history that I desired to hear. He is of tba 
Byans Bajpoot clan, and his ancestors have been settled in Onda 
for about twenty-five generations, as landholdera of different graded* 
The tallook, OE estate, now lielonga to him, and is considered to 
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1» m in^BeiptiJity, to deacend, entire, l)y the law of primogemture 
«• the nearest laiAe heir, nnlesB the lands become divided ditring 
hia life time, among his eons. Such a divinon hfts already taken 
place, as will be seen by the note below" 

The three and hfilf almres held by his brothers «ai coneina, 
Are liable to Bub-diviaioa, by the Hindoo law of inheritance, or 
*h8 dutom of his family and clan; but his own share must 
•descend, undivided, unless ke diridea it during his lifo time, or 
hia bein dii-ide it during theirs ; and cMieant to descend in the 
•cak of landholdera. He says, that during the iive years, that 
Fakeer MahomEse^ Khan was Naiim, a quarrel subsisted between 
him uid the Tallookdar of Khujoor Gow, Hugonauth Sing, hia 
neighboDt — that Sahib Hae, the deputy of I'okeer Mahommed, 
vho WM himself no man of buGiness, adopted the cause of hi> 
«itetny, and persuaded his master to attack and rob him of sU 
lie had, turn him out of fais estate, and make it over to Bugo- 
ti^ Sing, He vent to Luclaiov for redress, and rem&ined thera 
orgiag hia claims for fourtoen months, when he got an order 

* Abdod Sing, the TBlloolcdn cf Bhniikiiipoor, httd Utree sons; fint, Door- 
ga Bukili, to whom ho gata tlirce ihsres; second, ChimdhB Bnksh, to whom ha 
g*ve two Ebirel; tliiril, Bbovaneo BuksL, to vhoin ho gave one and half ehareB. 
The three tb^tva of Doorgn Bukah deuendod to bis aon, Shcopenand, vba 
diad withotit Uaue. Chunda Biiksh left two sons, Bomnanien uul Got Bnk«h, 
Bamnanen iaheritad the three sharos of Slieopersaud, as well as the two 
■harci of hia bthor. He tmd three xons, Itana Benee Mndbo, IHiput Sing, 
and iognj Sing, Bonee Mulha inherited the three shareB, and one of the other 
two wM gireH Bo Nirput Siag, and the other to Jogray Sing. Gorbuksb Sing 
laft one Mn, Sheopcnaud, who geta the one and half share of Bkoiraoee Buksh, 
wbew KB. Joorawim, died withoal issue. Benee Madho is now Ibo bead at 
the fiunQyj aod he hai more than qnadrnpled Mb three Bhores bj abaorptioiiB, 
made in the wa; above meutioiied. 
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from the minister, Ameen-od Dowlab, for the estate being res- 
tored to him, and transferred to the Hozoor Tehseel. He re- 
covered his possessions, and the transfer was made; and he has, 
ever since, lived in peace. He might have added, that he has 
been, at the same time, diligently employed in usurping the 
possessions of his weaker neighbours.* 

On our road, two miles from Eae Bareilly, we passed over a 
bridge, on the Saee river, built by Beotee lUm, the deputy of 
the celebrated eunuch. Almas Allee Khan, some sixty or seventy 
years ago. He, at the same time, planted an avenue of fine 
trees, from Salone to Bae Bareilly, twenty miles ; and from Bae 
Bareilly to Dalamow, on the Gkmges, south, a distance of four* 
teen miles more. Many of the trees are still standing and very 
fine; but the greater part have been cut down during the con- 
tests that have taken place between the government officers and 
the landholders, or between the landholders themselves. The 
troops in attendance upon local government authorities have, per- 
haps, been the greatest enemies to this avenue, for they spare 
nothing of value, either in exchange or esteem, that they have 
the power to take. The government and its officers feel no in- 
interest in such things, and the family of the planter has no 
longer the means to protect the trees, or repair the works. 

Bae Bareilly is the head quarters of the local authorities in 
the Byswara district, and is considered to be one of tiie most 



. * Benee Madho and Rugonath Sing hare sinoe quarrelled about the titla of 
Rana. Benee Madho assumed the title, and Rugonath wished to do the lame, 
but Benee Madho thought this would derogate from his dignity. They had 
some fighting, but Rugonath, at last, gave in, and Benee Madho purchased, 
from the Court, a reoognition of his exdusire right to the title, which is m 
new one in Oude. They had each a force of five thousand bisre meot he- 
ndoB numerous auxiliaries. 
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Itflalfby plaeen in Oude. It is near the bank of fhe small MTer 
Saee, iu a fine, opea plain, of light eoil ; and must he dry at 
all aeuons, aa the drunnge is good, and there aie no jheels or 
jvnglcs near. It would be aa excellent cantonment for a large 
ferce; and poaition for large civil eBtabliahments. The town is 
a meloDcholj ruin, and ttie pcaplo toll me, that whaterer Und- 
holder, in the Strict, quarrels witk the local authoritieB, ia aure 
aa fais first enteiprise, to aack Sae Bareiliy, aa theie is no dan- 
ger vt doing it. The inhabitaats lire ao far frsm each othen, 
and are separated by snch heaps ef ruins and deep water cout»- 
ea, that they can make no resistance. The high walla and build- 
ings, aU of burnt brick, erected in the time of Shahjehan, ars 
aU gone to ruin. The plain, around the town, is open, level, 
well GultiTated, tmd beautifully studded with trees. There ia a 
ftna taak, of puckah masonry, to the north-west of the town, 
Mlt by the same Beotee Kam, and repaired fay some member 
of bis family, who holds and k-eepa 4n good order the pretty 
garden around it. The beat place for a cantonment, courts, &c 
ia the plain which aeparatea the town &om the river Saee, to 
the eoath-eaat They should extend along from the town to the 
bridge over the Saee river. The water of thia river ia said to 
be excellent, though not quite equal to that of the Ganges. 
There is good water ia moat of the wells, but 
aud to be brackish. The bridge requires repair. 

Janwny 2, 1850. — Wo halted at Bae Baroilly, and I inspected 
&e bullocka, belonging to the guus of Sobha Sing's Begimeul^ 
and some gime, belonging to the Kazlm. The bullocka have beea 
starred, are hardly able to walk, and quite unfit for any work. 
Some of the carriages of the guna are broken down, and thoaa 
that are atill entire, are ao rotten, that they could not bear a 
Barch. This Segiment of Sobha Sing's was as good ea any of 



224 



DIABT OV A TOUH THROUQH ODDB. 



those commnnded by Captaim MagnesB, Bunbury and Barlow, 
while commanded by the late Captain Buckley,* and the native 
officers and sipahees, trained under him, are all still eiceUent ; 
but they are not well provided. Like the others, thia Begiment 
was to have had guns, permanently, attached to it, but the want 
of Court infiuenoe has prevented this. They now have them only 
irhen sent on aervice, from one op other of the batteries alb 
Iiucknow ; and the conaequence is, that they are good for no- 
thing. Sobha Bing ia at Court, in attendance on the mimater, 
and hiB adjutant, Bhopaul Sing, a near relative of the Bajah of 
Mynpooree, commaads. He aeema to he a good soldier, and ho- 
nert and respectable man. 

The Xatim. has with him this one Komukee, or auxiliair Be- 
giment; and half of three Begimenta of Nujeebs, amounting, ae- 
eording to the pay abstracts and muster rolls, to fifteen hundred 
men. He has one hundred Cavalry, and seven guns, of whicb 
one only ia fit for uae, and for that one he has neither stores, 
nor ammunition. He was obliged to purchase, in the bazar, the 
powder and cloth required to make up the cartridges, for a sa- 
lute for the Eesident. Of the fifteen hundred N'ujeebs, not two- 
thirda ore present, and of these hardly one-half are efficient. 
They are paid, armed, clothed and provided like the corps of 
JTujeebs, placed under the other local officers. The Tallookdars 
of the districts have not, as yet, presented themselves to the 
l^azim, but they have sent their agents, and, with few esoe^ 
Moos, shovm a disposition to pay their revenues. The ehlaf 
landholder, in the district, is Bambuksh, of Dondcea Kberah, a 

* Csptnin Buckle; nu the son uF Colonel BB<:ldej, of the Uan'blc Compujr'i 
Mtrice, a good soldier and bithfol servant of tha Oude goTernmcntt Hu mo- 
ther, ipiJow, and son wore left destitute; but, on my earnest 
the bisg granted the lad a pennon of fiftj lupeea a numUi. 
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town, "^ith a fort, on the bank of the river (Singes. Ho 
iiolds five of the purgunnaha as hereditdiy possesdona ; 1, Bhug- 
"wuntnuggur; 2, Dondeea Kher^h ; ^, Mtigraen; 4, PunHeeii; 6-, 
'Ghufcumpoor. The present Nazitn has put all five under 'tho 
management of government officers, as the only safe way to get 
"ftie *Bv^tied,7?^ Eambuk^h 13 a bad paymaster. Had ^^ he not 
been so, as well to his own retainers as to the hinges officers^ 
the Nazim would not tavo been able to do this. It is remark- 
ed, as a singular fact, among Bajpobt landholders, tliat Bambuksh 
wants courgb h^imself, and is t(jo niggardly Ito induce others to 
fight for him with spirit. The last Na5^, Ilamid AHee, a weak 
•and inexperienced man, dared not venture upon such a measure, 
to enforce payment of balances.* 

He married the daughter 6f Fnzl AHee, the pi^e ttiinistet 
for fifteen months, during which time he made a fortune of 
^ome thirty or thirty-fiv6 lakhs of rupees, twelve of which Hamid 
Allee's wife got. Ho was persuaded, by Grholam Allee, his de- 
puty, and others, that he might aspire to be prime minister at 
Lucknow, if he took a few districts in farm, to establish hia 
character and influence. In the farm of these districts, he has 
sunk his own fortune and that of his wife; and is still held to 

* 'Bambuksh recovered the m&ndgement of his estate, and had it tranisferrecl 
to the Hozoor Tehseel; but he ftdled iH the parent of tho expected gratui- 
ties; and in Aj^ril, 1851, he was attacked by a largo force, and driven across 
the Ganges, into British territory. Ho had gone off oh the p^tehoe 6f a vi- 
sit to somie shrine, and his followers would not fight. The fort wt^ destroyed 
and estate confiscated. He is fttill, January, 1851, hcgbciating for the purchase 
of both, and will succeed, as he has plenty of money at cotiitnand. T!i6 
king's troops employed, committed all inanner of atrocities upon the poor pea- 
santry — many men were murdered— many women threw themselves down irt 

wells, after they had been dishonored; and all were indiscriminately plundered. 

£2 
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be a defaulter to the amount of some eighteen lakhs; and ia 
now in jail. This balance he will wipe off in time, in the usu- 
al manner. He will beg and borrow to pay a small sum to the 
Treasury, and four times the amount in gratuities to the minis- 
ter, and other persons, male and female, of influence at Court. 
The rest will be struck off. as irrecoverable ; and he will be rer 
leased. Ho was a man respected at Delhi, as well on account 
of his good character as on that of his wealth ; but he is hero 
only pitied as, an ambitious fool. 

The wakeel, on the part of the king, with the Sesident, has 
been uniting his efforts to those of Hoseyn Buksh,* the present 

* Hoseyn Boksh was killed in March following, by the followers of a fe- 
male landholder, whom he was trying to coerce into payment. He was killed 
by a cannon shot through the chest, while engaged in the siege of Shah- 
mow, held by Golab Koor, the widow of Rajah Dirguj Sing» who had suooeed- 
ed to the estate, and would not, or could not pay her revenue. 

A few days before Hoseyn Buksh attached the crops of another Tallookdar, 
Scodut Sing, of Dhunawan, who would pay no rerenue. A body of the king's 
cavalry was sent to guard the crops, but the TaUookdar drove them off, and 
killed one and wounded another. Hoseyn Buksh then sent a Regiment, the 
Futtehaesh, a corps of his own Seobundies, and six guns, to coerce the Tal- 
lookdar. Two guns were mounted on one battery, under the Futtehaesh Regi- 
ment, and four on another, under the Seobundies. A crowd of armed peasant! 
att^k^d the battery with the two guns, drove back the Regiment, csptmed 
the guns, and fired upon the soldiers as they fled. They then attacked the 
battery with the four guns, and the Seobundies fled, taking their guns with 
them for four miles. In their flight they had three men killed, and twelve 
wounded. Hoseyn Buksh, on hearing this, sent his whole force under his bro- 
ther, Allee Buksh, to avenge the insult. Scodut, thinking he could not pru- 
dently hold out any longer, evacuated his fort during the night, and retired, 
and Hoseyn Buksh took possession of the fort, and recovered his two guns. 
His successor restored both, Soodut, and the widow, Golab Kour, to their es- 
iatosj oa their own termsj aftor trying, in vain, to anest them. 
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39'aziin of Salone, to prevail upon Rajah Hunmunt Sing, the 
TTallookdar of Dharoopoor, to consent to pay an addition of ten 
«or fifteen thousand rupees to the present demand of one hun- 
•dred and sixteen thousand rupees tt year, for his estate. He 
sturdily refused, tinder the assurance of the good offices of Eajah 
Bukhtawair Sing, who has, hitherto, supported him. Among otheir 
things, urged by him, to accouirt for his inability to pay, is the 
obligatioR he is under to liquidate, by annual instalments, a ba- 
lance due to Bukhtawar Sing himself, when he held the contracfb 
•of the district many years ago. Bukhtawar Sing acknowledges 
the receipt of the instalments, and declares that they are justly 
-due; but these payments are, in reality, nothing more than gra^ 
tuities, paid for his continued good offices with the minister and 
Dewan. While Dnrsun Sing, and his brother, Bukhtawar, held 
the contract of Salone, the estate was put under management, 
and yidded one himdred and seventy-four thousand rupees a year, 
out of which they allowed a deduction, on account of nonkar, or 
subsistence, of some twenty thousand. The Bajoh and Bukhtawar 
Sing urge, that this was, for tho most part, paid out of tho 
property left by Byree Saul, to whom lEmmut Sing succeeded ; 
and that the estate can now be made to yield only one hundred 
and sixteen thousand, from which is to be dedacted a nonkar of 
forty thousand. They offer him a deduction of this forty thousand, 
out of a rent roll, rated at one hundred and thirty thousand; 
and threaten him with the vengeance of His Majesty if he re>^ 
fuses. He looks at their military force and smiles. The agents 
of all the Tallookdars, who are in attendance on the Nazim, Ao 
the same. They know, that they are strong, and see that the 
government is weak, and they cease to respect its rights and 
orders. They see, at the same time, that the government and 

its officers regard less the rights than tho strength of the land- 

2s2 
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holders ; and, from fear, fiivor the strong while they oppreas and 
crush the weak.* 

January 3, 1850. — Ck)rbukBh Ounge, alias, Onae, fourteen mflea. 

The soil of the conntry, over which we cam^, is chiefly a Hght 

doomuteea; but there is a good deal of what they call bhoor, 

<^ soil, in «7hich sand superabounds« The greater part belongB to 

the estate of (Benee Madho, and is admirably cultivated, and eoyer- 

ed with a great yariety of crops. The country is better peopled 

than any other part that we have seen since we recrossed the 

Qoomtee. We passed through several villages, the people of which 

seemed very happy. But their habitations had the same wietdft- 

ed appearance — ^naked mud walls, with invisible mud coverings. 

The people told me, that they could not venture to use thatdi- 

ed or tiled roofs, for the king's troops, on duty with the local 

authorities, always took them away, when they had any. They 

were, they said, well secured from all other enemies; by their 

landlord. Bhopaul Sing, acting commandant of Sobha Sing's Be- 

giment, riding with rae, said, — " Nothing can be more true 

than what the people tell you, sir; but the Koomukee Begi- 

ments, of which mine is one, have tents provided for them, which 

'' none of the Nujeeb and other corps have, and in cona^^ 

quence, these corps never take the choppers of the peasantry 

for their accommodations. The peasantry, however, always suf- 

'* fer, more or less, oven from the Koomukee corps, sir, for they 

r " have to forage for straw, wood, fuel, bhoosa, &c., like the rest, 

/-t.-iJ-^V' " and to take it where^ver they can find it. When we have 

<< occasion to attack, or lay siege to a stronghold, all the roofs, 
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^ Rajah Hmanmt Sing afterwards brought the oontnctor to oonaent to talea 
the sane tite, as had been paid to his predeoenor; but he waa obliged ta 
pay abore sU tboosand rupees in gratttitiei. 
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I "■ iwrre ima Triiulowa of the people arc, of course, taken to form 
**■ waling Taddeni, batterioa, &c. ; tnA, it ia lamentable, Bir, to 
■" see the desolation created around, after even a very abort 
■" siege." Eajah Ilunmimt Sing and Benec Madlio were ridmg 
witt me, and wbcn we liad piused tJirougli a lai^ crowd of 
seemiugly happy penaantry in one viBage, I askeS Benee Madho, 
(whose tenants they were,) wliether they would all tave to fol- 
low bifl fiwttineB if he happened to take up arma against tba 
govenuneat. " AsBuredly," said be, " th^ would oU be bound, 
" in honor, to follow me, or to desert their lands at Icaat." And 
if thoy did not, I auppose you would deem it a point of honor 
to plunder them ? " That he assuredly would," said Bnjah Hun- 
munt Sing ; " and make thorn tlu) first victims." And if any of 
them foil fighting ou hia side, would bo think it a point of Awor 
to prorido for tlieir femilica? " That we all do," said he, "they 
** are always provided for, and taken tho greatest possible csre 
" of." And if any one ia ktDed in fightmg for the king ? Thoy 
•did not reply to tbis qxiestion, but tlie adjutant, Bhopaul Sing; 
wd, — " hia family would be left to shift for themselves — no on© 
" uka ■ question about them." " This," observed Rajah Bukh- 
tawar Sing, " is one of the groat sourcea of the evil that ex- 
" lata in Oude. How can men bo espcctud to expose their Hvob, 
*■ when they know, that no core will be token of their iomiliee, 
" if they are killed or disabled." It ia the role to giro a dis- 
abled man one month's pay and dismiss him; nnd to giro the 
fluntly of any one killed in the service, two months* pay. But, 
though the king is charged for this, it is eeldotn thofi tho 
ivounded man, or tho iiunily of tho killed, get any portion of it. 
On tho contrary-, tho mrcars of pay duo, — which are, tt all 
ttmea, great, — are never paid to the dibobkd sipahee, or the &- 
juily of the sipahoo killed, If iHuod £rom tho Ttetsuxj, tiiey 
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are appropriated by the commandants and their friends at Court ; 
and the arms and accoutrements, which the deceased has purchas- 
ed with his own money, are commonly sold for the ben^t of 
the State, or its officers. 

They mentioned, that the family of the person who planted s 
mango tree, or grove, continued to hold it as their exclusire 
property in perpetuity; but, that the person who held the mhowa 
trees, was commonly expected to pay to the landlord, where there 
was one, and to the government officers, where there was not, 
a duty amounting to from four annas to two rupees a year, for 
each tree, according to its fruitfulness — that the proprietor often 
flold the fruit of one tree for twenty rupees the season. The 
fruit of one mango tree has, indeed, often beeja sold for a hun- 
dred rupees the season, where the mangoes 'are of a quality, 
much esteemed, and numerous. The groves and fine solitaiy 
trees, on the lands we have to-day passed through, are more 
numerous than usual; and the country being undulating and well 
cultivated, the scenery is beautiful; but, as every where else, it 
is devoid of all architectural beauty in works of ornament or 
utility — not even a comfortable habitation is any where to be 
seen. The great landholders live at a distance from the road, 
and in forts or strongholds. These are generally surrounded by 
fences of living bamboos, which are carefully kept up as the 
best possible defence against attacks. The forts are all of mud, 
and when the walls are exposed to view they look ugly. The 
houses of the peasants, in the villages, are, for the most part, 
covered with mud, from which the water is carried oflT, by tubes 
of wood or baked clay, about two feet long. There are parapets 
around the roof, a foot or two high, so that it cannot be seeoi, 
and a village appears to be a mass of dead mud walls, which 
have been robbed of their thatched or tiled roofs. Most of the 
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tabes, used for carryings off the water from the roofs, are the 
<imple branches of the palm tree, without their leaves. 

Among the peasantry, we saw a great many sipafaees, from our 
I^ative Infantry Begiments, who have come homo, on furlough, to 
their fSsunilies. fVrom the estate of Bajah Hunmui^ Sing, in the 
Banoda distiid;, there are one thousand sipahees in our service. 
Trom that of Benee Madho, in the Byswara district, there are 
fltin more. Tkey told us, that they and their families were very 
bi^py, and they seemed to be so ; but Hunmunt Sing said, they 
were a privileged class, who gave much trouble and Bnnoyance, 
and were often the terror of their non-privileged neighbours and 
^co-sharers in the land. Benee Madho, as I hove stated above, 
aometimes makes use of his wealth, power, and influence, to rob 
Ub weaker neighbours, of their estates. The lands, on which we 
are encamped, he got- two y^ears ago from their proprietor, Fut- 
ieh Bahader, by foreclosing a mortgage, in which he and others 
had involved him. The gunge or bazar, close to our tents, was 
established by Gorbuksh, the uncle of Eutteh Bahader, and be- 
came a thriving emporium, under his fostering caie ; but it has 
gone to utter ruin under his nephew, and heir, and the mort- 
gagee. The lands around, however, could never have been better 
cultivated than they are; nor the cultivators better protected, or 
encouraged. It rained slightly, before sunset, yesterday, and hea- 
vily, between three and four this-moming; but not so as to 
prevent our marching. 

This-moming, a male elephant, belonging to Benee J^Iadho, kill- 
ed one of his attendants near to our camp. He had three at* 
tendants, the driver and two subordinates. The driver remained 
in camp, while the two attendants took the elephant to a field 
of sugar cano, to bring home a supply of the cane, for his fod- 
der for the day. A third subordinate had gone on to cut the 
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cane and bind it into bundles. One of tlie two was on tiid 
neck of the elephant, and another walking, by the side, holding 
one of the elcphant^a teeth in his left hand, all the way to the 
field, and he seemed very quiet. The third attendant brought 
the bundles, and the second handed them up to the first on the 
back to be stowed away. When they had got up about a dozen, 
the elephant made a rush at the third attendant, who was bring* 
ing the bundles, threw him to the ground with his foot^ knelt 
down upon him, and crushed him to death with his front. The 
second attendant ran off as soon as he saw the elephant make 
a rush at the third ; and the first fell off under the bundles of 
sugar cane, as soon as the elephant knelt down to crush the 
third to death. When the elephant rose from the poor man, 
he did not molest, or manifest any wish to molest, either of the 
other two, but stood still, watching the dead body» The first, 
seeing tliis, ventured to walk up to him, to take him by the 
car, and ask him what he meant. At first he seemed surly, 
and shoved the man off, and he became alarmed, and retired a 
few paces ; but seeing the elephant show no further signs of 
anger, he again walked up, and took him by the ear familiarly « 
Hod he ran or shown any signs of fear, the elephant would, he 
thought, have killed him also, for he had killed three men, in 
the service of his former proprietor, and was now in his annual 
fit of madness, or must. Holding the elephant by the ear, he 
led him to the first tree, and placed himself on the opposite 
side to see whether the animal hod become quite sober. Seeing 
tliat he bod, he again approached, and put upon his two fore 
legs the chain fetters, which they always have with them, sus- 
pended to some part of the body of elephants in this state^ 
He could not venture to command the elephant to kneel down 
in the usual way, that he might get upon his neck; and, ar 
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^imxdmg the tree, he let himself down frem one of the brtmch* 
^es upon his back, where he sat. He then made the animal 
walk on, in fetters, towards camp; and, on the way, met the 
nraihout, or driver, to whom the second attendant had re- 
j>orted the accident. The driver came up, and, after the usu- 
al volume of abuse on the elephant, his mother, father, and 
-mmivj female relations, he ordered the attendant to make him 
fiit down that he might get on his neck. He did so in fear 
and trembling, and the driver got on his neck, while the at- 
-tendant sat on his back, and the elephant took them to Benee 
.Madho's village, close to my camp, where he was fastened, in 
^chains, to a tree, to remain, for some months, on reduced 
^dlowances, tiU he should get over his madness. The body of 
'4he poor man was burnt with the usual ceremonies, and the 
&8t attendant told me, that his family would be provided for 
.by Benee Madho, as a matter of course. I asked him how 
•lie or any other person could be found, to attend a beast 
of that kind. Pointing to his stomach, he said — "We, pool? 
people, are obliged to risk our lives, for this, in all man- 
ner of ways, — ^to attend elephants has been always my pro- 
^' fession, and there is no other open to me; and we make up 
** our minds to do whatever our duties require from us, and 
*' trust to Providence," He told me that when the elephant 
«hoved him off, he thought that in his anger, he might havo 
forgotten him, and called out as loud as he could, — ^^'What, 
** have you forgotten a service of six years, and do you in- 
* tend to kill the man who has fed you so long." That 
the beast seemed to recollect his voice and services, and be- 
came, at once, quiet ani docile — "that had he not so called 
•** out, and reminded the animal of his long services, he thought 

** he siiouid have been killed— that the driver came, armed with 

f2 
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a spear, and showed himself more angry than afraid, as the 
'' safest plan in such cases."* 

January 4, 1850. — Halted at the village of Onae, alias, Gorbuksh 
Gunge. It lost the name of Onae, after the proprietor, Gorbuksh, 
who had built the Gunge, and made it a great emporium of trade 
in com, cotton-cloth, &c. &c. ; but is recoyering it again, now that 
the Gunge has become a ruin, and the family of the builder 
has been dispossessed of the lands. I rode out in the morning 
to look at the neighbouring village of Doolarae-ka Gurhee, or the 
fort of Doolarae, and have some talk with the peasantry, who 
are Bys Eajpoots, of one of the most ancient Bajpoot families 
in Oude. They told me, — ^**That their tribe was composed of 
two great families, Nyhussas and Sjmbunsies — ^that the acknow- 
ledged head of the Synbunsies was, at present, Bugonath Sing, 
^' of Kojurgow, and that Hindpaul, Tallookdar of Korree Sudowlee, 

* Dangerous as the calling of the elephant driyer \b, that of the make-keep- 
ers, in the king's senrioey seems stiU greater. He has two or three fery ex- 
pert men of this kind, whose duty it is to bring him the snakes, when dis- 
posed to look at them, and see the effects of their poison on animals. Thej 
handle the most venomous, with apparently as much carelessness as other men 
handle fighting cocks or quail. When bitten, as they sometimes are, they 
instantly cut into the part, and suck out the poison, or get their companions 
to sudc it out, when they can't reach the part with their own mouths. But 
they depend chiefly upon thdr wonderful dexterity in warding off the stoops 
or blows of the snakes, as they twist them round their necks and limbs with 
aoeming carelessness. While they are doing so, the eye of the spectator can 
hardly detect the MtoopM of the one and the guards of the other. After play- 
ing in this way, with the most Tenomous snakes, they apply them to the ani- 
mala. Elephants have died firom their bites in a few ho mo sm aller animsli 
sooner. I have nerer, myself, seen the experiments, but any one may see 
them at the palace. Elephants and the laigor animab are too ezpensiTe to be 
ofUm ejqpcrimeiited on. 
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" VB8 Uie head of iiia NyhuBsaB; that Baboo Bambn^eh, Tallook- 
" dar of DiiDodeca Kbeera, bod the title of How, and Dirg Bijiw 
'* Sin^, Tallookdar of MorarmoK-, that of Hnjah — that is, he was 
"' the ockmiwledged Bajab of the clan, and Baboo BambukBli, 
"* the }low, an inferior gradfr — that theae families hod been al- 
■*' ways fighting with each other, ftr the posBcssion cf each 
** other's laaie, fivm the time their ancestors came into Oude, a 
** thotuand years ago, except when they were united in reeist- 
* anoo against the oommon enemy, the governor or ruler of the 
■" country — that one family got weak by the Bubdiviaion of the 
■" lands, among many eons or brothrai^s, or by extravagance, or 
■" misfortune, while another became powerful, by keeping the 
" lands undivided, and by pnrEimony and prudence i and the 
^ strong increaBed their poBaessions by seizing upon the lands of 
** the venk, by violence, fraud or collusion with the local autho- 
** rities — that the same thing had been going on among them 
•* for a thousand years, with ■stttne brief intervals, during which 
*' the rulers of Oude managed, by oppreseion, to unite them all 
" gainst themselves, or by prudence, to keep them all to their 
" respective rights and duties — that Doolarae, who gave his name 
•* to the village, by building the fort, was of the Nyhuasa &mi- 
" ly, and left two sons, and only two villages, Ourhee and 
" Agoree, out of a Tcry large estate, the rest having been lost, 
*' in the contests, with the other families of the tribe — that these 
" two had become minutely subdividod among their deBocndaota ; 
-*' and Bhugwan Das, S}-nbunsee, of Simree, four years ago, Beiz- 

*' ed upon the Gurhee, in collusion with the local authorities; 

" that Thakoor Buksh Ivyhussa, Tallookdar of Hahwo, seized ap- 

' oa A^reo, in the same way — that the local authorities, design- 
ed, assessed these villages, at a higher rate than they could 

" bo made to pay, and then, for a bribe, tronsfeired them to 
pOT^ul lallookdars, oa account of default.'' 
2f2 
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^Gorbuksli Sing, Sjnbiinaee, died Bome twenty yeaw ago, leftt* 
ing an estate, reduced from a greater number, to ninety tbre6 
villages. His nephew, Futteh Bahader, a child, was adopted by 
his Nwidow, who ^continued to manage the whole till she di^d, 
four years after. The heir was still a boy; and Bugonath Sing^ of 
Kajurgow, the head of the Synbunsee family, took advantager of 
his youth, seized upon the whole ninety three villages, and tuni«> 
ed him out to beg subsistence among his relatives. In this he^ 
Eugonath Sing, was, as usual, acting in collusion with the local 
authorities of the government. H« continued to possess the es- 
tate for ten years, but to reside in his fort of Hajeepoor. 
Koelee Sing, a Guhlote, by caste, and a zumeendar of Bheetur- 
gow, and its eight depdbdant villages, which formed part of tho 
estate of Futteh Bahader, went to Court at Lucknow, and re* 
presented, that Eugonath Sing had no right whatever to the lands 
he held, and the Court had better make them over to him and 
tho other zumindars, if they did not like to restore them to their 
rightful heir. Bheeturgow and its dependant eight villages, were 
made over to him ; and ten sipahees, from Capt. Hyder Heaisey'a 
Eegiment, were sent to establish and support him in possession. 
Eugonath attacked them, killed two of the sipahees, and drove 
out Koelee Sing. He repaired to Court; and Mahomed Khan 
was sent out, as Special Commissioner, with orders to punish 
Eugonath Sing. He and Captain Hearsey attacked him in his 
fort of Hajeepoor, drove him out, and restored Futteh Bahader, 
to twenty-four villages; and reestablished Koelee Sing, in Bhee- 
turgow, and the eight villages dependant upon it. Futteh Baha* 
der was poor, and was obliged to tender the security of Benee 
Madho, the wealthy Tallookdar of this place, for the punctual 
payment of the revenue. The year before last, when a balance 
of revenue became due, he, the deputy, in collusion with Oibo* 
lam AUee^ seized upon all the twenty-four villages. 
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^tteh Bahader went to seek redress at Lucknow, b«* had no 
^onejr to paj his way at Court, while Benco Madho had abim- 
HLuLce, and used it freely, to secure the possession of so fin& 
an additioR to his estate. Futteh Bahader, as his last resource^ 
got his uncle, Bustee Sing, of the 3d Cavalry, -whom he called 
h\a father,* to present s petition, for redress, to the Besident, 
in April, 1849. Grholam Allee was ordered to release Putteh 
Bahader, whom Benee Madho had confined, and send him to 
Lucknow, The order wab not obeyed, >and it wa^ repeated in De- 
cember, without effect; but his uncle's agent, Gorbnksh, was di- 
ligent at the ^sidency, and the case was made over, for inves- 
tigation and decision, to the Ameeii, Mahdmed Hyat. Finding 
Futteh Bahadur still in confinement, with sundry members of 
his family, when I camo here yesterday, I ordered him to b6 
made over to the king's wakeel, in attendance upon me, to be 
tfent to the Conrt, to prosecute his daim, and produce proo& of 
•bis right. Of his right there can be no question, and the pro- 
«perty, of ^wiach he was robbed, in taking possession, and the 
rents, since received, if duly accouited for, would more than cch 
rer any balance, due by Futteh Bahader. When he gave the 
Bccttrity ef Benee Madho, for the payment of the revenue, he 
gave, at the same time, what is called, the Jumog of his villag- 
es to him; that is, bound his tenants to pay to him their 
tents, at the rate they were pledged to pay to him; and the 
question pending is, simply, what is fairly due to Benee Madho, 
over and above what be may have collected from them. Benee 
Madho had before, by the usual process of violence, fraud, and 
collusion, taken eighteen of the ninety-three villages, and got one 



* He caUed Bustee Sing his father, as sipahees can seek redress through 
the Resident, for wrongs suffered by no others than their mothew, fcthew, 
their children and themselves. 
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for a sitmiit; and all tlie rest had, hy the aame procees, got 
into tho possesBion of otliera; and Futteli Bahader had not 
Bn aero left when hia uncle interposed hia good offices with the 
Besident.* The dogs of the village of Doolarne-kec Gurhee fol- 
lowed oa towards camp, and were h^ubleeome to the horsee aud 
my elephant. I asked the principol ziimeendfir, why they were 
ippt. Ho aatd tliey amuaed the children of the Tillage, who 
took them ont after the harcit, and by their aid and that of the 
Bticks, with which they armed themsclvea, they got a good many; 
that all they got for food, wa« the laat mouthful of every man's 
dinner, which no maa was sordid enough to grude them — that 
when they wished to describe a very sordid man, they said — "he 
would not even throw hia last mouthful (konra) to a dog!" 

JoMtary 6, 1S51. — Halted at Ona£, in consequence of continu- 
ed run, which incommodes us, but delights the landholders and 
cnltiratore, whoso cropa will greatly benefit by it. The halting 
of so large a camp inconveniencea them, however, much more 
than us ; for they are called upon to supply us with wood) 
graas and straw, for which thoy receive little or no payment j 
for the king's people will not let us pay for these things, and 
pay too little themsolvea. Those who attend us, do not plunder 
along the road ; hat the followera of the local authorities, who 
attend na, through their respective juriadictione, do so ; and sun- 
dry 'fields of fine carrots, and other vegetablea, disappear, aa un- 
der ■» flight of locusta along the road. The camp followers 
assist them, and as our train extends from the ground we leave 



* A'-pnndiBet was asBembUJ at Loeknow, to decide the suit between Bbiwc 
IhiJlKi and Futteh Boh&der, nt tlie uutance of the Resident; and tlioy award- 
ed to Benco -Midlio, a balance doe on acconnt, til thirt; thouiand rupees 
which Futteh Dahader hM to pay before he no Kcorei pgasugioo ni bis 
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V* flurt Xq wliich we are going, for twelve or fourteen miles, it ia 
tmpMsible, altogether, to prevent Bnch injoriea from bo nndisci- 
pllned a band. The people, however, saj, they sufibr much loaa 
than they would from one-foarth of the number under a con- 
tractor, marching without an European superior, and I give com- 
penaatioiL ia flagrant caBcs. Capttun "Weston acts aa our pro- 
Tost marshalL Ho leaves the ground an hour or two t&ar I do, 
«nd seizes and severely pnnishea any one found trespaaaing. 

Ia Esy ride, this-momiug, I found, that Nyhussa and Bynbunace 
are two villages, distant about ten miles from our camp, to 
the sonth-c&at-~4hat alt tho Bysea, who give the name of 
Byawara, to thia largo district, are called TillotcchundeeB, from 
TUokchund, tbo founder of the family in Oude. He had two 
sons, Surkur Deo and JPrelhee Cltuni. Hurhor Beo had two 
sons, one of whom, Kiirun Eae, established himself in Nyhussa, 
and the other, Khem Kurim, in Synbunsee. Their descendants 
Itove token their titles from their respective villages. Prethea 
<7haiid'a descendants established themselves in other parts, and 
the descendants of both bear the appellation of Tilolicbundeo 
Bysea. The Bajabs and Bows are of the same family, and aro 
«o called from their ancestors having, at some time, hod the 
title of Bajah and Bow conferred upon them. 

Bajali Seodursun Sing, of Simrotoo, who resides in the viUflgo 
of Cbond^poor upon bis estate, four miles east of Bulla, haa been 
'vrith me for tbo lost five days. He ia a strong man, and bas 
been refractoiy occaaionally ; but, at present, he pays bia reve- 
nue punctuaUy, and keeps bis estate in goud order. He reoder- 
ed good service yeaterday in tbo way, in whicb all of liia clasH 
night, by good management, bo made to aid the goTemment of 
Oade. A ruffian, by name, Hklohibooltah, who had been a troop- 
er in the king of Oude's service, contrived to get the lease 
' of tbe cstato of Bulla, wbicb is about twenty miles, aortb-cnst. 
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from our camp; and^ turning out all tlie old landholders and 
cultivators, he there raised a gang of rohhers, to plunder his 
neighbours and travellers. He had been onlj two months in 
possession, when he attacked the house of an old invalid subadar* 
major of the Honourable Company's service, (fiftj-seventh Native 
Infantry,) on the 21st of December, 1849, robbed him of all he 
had, and confined him and all his family, till he promised, un- 
der good security, to pay, within twenty days, a ransom of one 
thousand two hundred rupees more. He had demanded a good 
deal more, but hearing that the Eesident's camp was approaching 
he consented to take this sum four Aajs ago, and released aU 
his prisoners. The subadar presented a petition to me, and, af* 
ter taking the depositions of the old zumeendars and other wit- 
nesses, I requested the king's wakeel, to send off a Company oi 
Soubha Sing's Eegiment, to arrest him and his gang. 

They went off from Bae Bareilly, on the night of the 1st 
instant; but, finding that the subadar-major and his fSunily had 
been released the day before, and that the village was full of 
armed men, ready to resist, they returned on the evening of the 
2d. On the 8d, the whole Eegiment, with its Artillery, and 
three hundred auxiliaries, under Bajah Seodursun Sing, left my 
camp, at Onae, at midnight, and before day light surrounded the 
village. There were about one hundred and fifby armed men in 
it; and, after a little bravado, they all surrendered, and were 
brought to me. MohibooUah had, however, gone off, on the pre* 
tence of collecting his rents, two days before; but hia faUier 
and brother were among the prisoners. AU who were recognized 
as having been engaged, in the robbery, were sent off prisoners 
to Lucknow, and the rest were disarmed and released* 

Among those detained, were some notorious robbers, and the 
gang vould soon have become very formidable, but for the acci- 
dent of my passing near. He had got the lease of the estotoi 
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(IirOBgh the in&ueace of Akbet^od Dowlah, one of the Court &_ 
Toritea, for the sole purpoBe af converting it into a den of rob- 
hetSi anH, the better to secure thie object, be bad got it trans, 
ferred &oin tbe jurisdiction of the ^i'azim to the Hozoor Tehseel, 
orer the manager of wliich tbe Court favorite had patamount in. 
iluence. Ho waa to share with hia client tbe fruita of his de- 
predations, and, in return, to Bocure him impunity for bis crimes. 
Many of kis retainers were among the priaouera, brought in to 
JOB, having been present at the distribution of tho large booty 
«oqiiired &om the old subodu-, some thirty or forty thousand 
ntpees. The subadar had resided upon the estate of Seodurson 
ffing, but tiaving, eeven years ago, comphiined through the Rbo.- 
•ideot, of over exactions, for tbe email patch of land he held, 
and got back tho grain, which had boen attacked for tlie rent, 
lie waa obliged to give it op, and reside in the hamlet he af< 
torwarde occupied near Bulla, whoso lumeendara asaurod hiirt of 
■protoetion* He had a largo family, and a great deal of pFoper* 
■ty in money and other valuables, concealed under ground. Mo- 
iiiboollah Srat seized and sent off the aabadar, and then had 
lainroda mode red hot, and applied to the bodies of the children, 
'till the females gave him all their omamenta, and pointed out 
to him all the hidden treasures. They were then all taken to 
Bulla and confined, till tho «ukadar had pledged himself to pay 
-the ransom demanded. I requested tho king to take tho estate 
i^m this ruffian, and restore it to its old pioprietors, whose 

* The paiec p«rt of this property is nndentood to bsvo been confided, Ui 
tnit, to the oM antwdu', by lome other minion ot tho Court, and tbe dilef 
object of tho gang nas tu gut hold of it; ta theii patron, Akbcr-oJ Dowhih, 
bad become m-ware, UiaC his feliow minioo h>d entrasted hia WBSltli to the old 
.aihadv, altet he had takea up hia residence neai BoUk. The cetsto wu taade 
.«•«, in &Tm, to BcDiw Uadha, ta the beat iBUi to cope with Mobiboollab. 
ihoald he retorn end form a new gang. 
g2 



242 DIARY OP A TOUR THROUGH OUt>B. 

family had held it for several centuries, or bestow it, in lease, 
to some other strong and deserving person. 

The Tilokchundee Byses take the daughters of other Bajpoots* 
who are a shade lower in caste, in marriage for their sons, but 
do not give their daughters, in marriage, to them in return. 
They have a singular notion, that no snake ever has destroyed 
or ever can destroy one of the family, and seem to take no 
precautions against its bite. If bitten by a snake, they do not 
attempt any remedy, nor could Benee Madho recollect any in- 
stance of a Tilokchundee Bysee having died from a bite. He 
tells me, that some families, in every Sajpoot tribe in Oude, 
destroy their female infants, to avoid the cost of marrying them, 
though the king prohibited infanticide and suttee, in the year 
1883. That infanticide does still prevail among almost all the 
Bajpoot tribes in Oude, is unquestionable. 

January 6, 1850. — Yesterday evening we moved to Omrowa, 
west, a distance of twelve miles, over a plain of bad oosur soil, 
scantily cultivated near the road. To the left and right of the 
road, at a little distance, there are some fine villages^ thickly 
peopled, and situated in fine and well cultivated soil. The coun- 
try is well wooded, except in the worst parts of the soil, where 
trees do not thrive. We saw a great deal of sugar cane in the 
distance, and a few pawn gardens. The population of the villages 
came to the high road to see us pass ; and among them were 
a great many native officers and sipahees of our Begimeni», who 
are at their homes, on furlough, Gt)vemment having given a voiy 
large portion of the native army the indulgence of furlougb, 
during the present cold season. They all seemed happy; but, to 
my discomfort, a vast number take advantage of this furlough, 
and my movements, to urge their claims against the government, 
its officers, and subjects. Nothing can be more wretched than 
the appearance of the buildings, in which the people of all 
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gndes Kre in tbeee TiUagea — mud walk without any appearance 
af coTeringB, and doors and vriBdowa wor§e than I have seen in 
any other port of India. Better would not be safe against the 
king's troops, and these would, certainly, not be enie against a 
sL'ght storm — a. good shower and a smart breeze, would level the 
whole of the villagua with tho ground, in a few hours. But, 
said the people, — " tho mud would remain, and wo could soon 
" raise up the houaea again, without tho aid of masons, car- 
" peaters, or blacksmiths." It is enough tliot they aro used 
to them. 

Morowa is a large town, well situated and surrounded with 
groves of the finest trees, is groat variety ; and, to the surprise 
of the officers with me, they saw a respectable house, of burnt 
lirick. It belong to the most suhBtoutial banlier and agrioultur- 
si capitalist tu these parts, C'hunJun Lai. These capitalists and 
tbeir families are, generally, more safe than others, as thoir aid ia 
necessary to tho government and its otEcers, and no lees so ta 
the landholders, cultivators and people of all classes. Their 
wealth consists in their credit in different paia of India; and 
lie who has moat of it, may have little at bis house to tempt 
the robber, while tho government officers stand generally too 
ranch in daUy need of his services and mediation to molest him, 
A pledge made by these officers to landholders and cultiTOtors, 
«r to these officers, by such persons, is seldom considered eafo 
or binding, till the respectable banker or capitalist baa ratified 
it by his mediation, to which all reiisr with confidence. 

He understands the characters and means of all, and will not 
venture to ratify any pledge till be is assured of both the dis- 
poBition and ability of the party to fulfiljf it. Chundun Lai ia 
one of the moat respectable of this chws in Oude. He resides 
at this place, Morowa, but has a good landed estate in our ter- 
litoiies, and banking ostablisluaeatB at Camipoor, and many other 
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of our large stations. He is a very sensible, well informed man, 
but not altogether free from the ailing of his class, a disposi- 
tion to abuse the confidence of the government officers; and, in 
collusion with them, to augment his possessions in land, at the 
cost of his weaker neighbours. I am told here that the Tilok- 
chund Byses, when bitten by a snake, do, sometimes, condescend 
to apply a remedy. They have a vessel full of water suspended 
above the head of the sufferer, with a small tube at the bottom, 
from which water is poured, gently, on the head, as long as he 
can bear it. The vent is then stopped till the patient is equal 
to bear more ; and this is repeated four or five times, till the 
sufferer recovers. I have not yet heard of any one dying under 
the operation, or from the bite of a snake. I find no one that 
has ever heard of a member of this fSunily dying of the bite of 
a snake. One of the Sajahs of this fiunily, who called on me 
to-day, declared, that no member of this fiunily had ever been 
known to die of such a bite; and he could account for it only 
'' from their being descended from Salbahun, the rival and con- 
" queror of Bickermajeet, of Ojein." This Salbahun* is said to 
have been a lineal descendant of the snake-god! He told me, 
that the females of this family could never wear cotton cloth of 
any colour but plain white — that when they could not afford to 
wear silk or satin, they never wore any thing but the piece of 
white cotton cloth, which formed, in one, the waist band, petti- 
coat and mantle, or robe, (the dhootee and loongree,) without 
hemming or needle work of any kind whatever. Those who can 
afford to wear silk or satin, wear the petticoat and robe, or 
mantle, of that material, and of any colour. On their ankles, 
they can wear nothing but silver; and above the ankles, nothing 
but gold; and if not, nothing, not even silver, except on the 



* Salbahan most have been one of the leaders of the Scithian annies* who 
conquered India^ in the reign of Yickramadittea. 
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feet and ankles. No Hindoo, of respectability, however high or 
weaUhj, can wear any thing more valuable than silver, below 
the waist. The Tilokchundee Byses can never condescend to hold 
the plough ; and, if obl%ed to serve, they enlist in the army or 
other public establishments of the Oude ,or other States. 

The late governor of this district, Hamid Allee THirti^ is now, 
as I have ahready stated, in prison, as a great defaulter at 
Lucknow. He was a weak and inexperienced man, and guided, 
entirely, by his deputies, Nourooz Allee and Gholam Allee. Ca- 
lamities of season and other causes prevented his collecting one 
quarter of the revenue, which he had engaged in his contract to 
pay. €HK>lam] Allee persuaded the officers, commanding £e- 
giments under him, to pledge themselves for the personal «ecu- 
nty of some of the Tallookdars, whom he invited in to discuss 
the claims of government, and their ability to meet them. Four 
of them came, Hindooput, of Sudowlee, who called on me this- 
moraing;" Bugonath Sing, of Khqurgow; Eajah I>irg Bijee Sing, 
of Morarmow, and Bhoop Sing, of Fahor. They were all seized 
and put into confinement, as soon as they appeared, by the 
ofEoers who had pledged themselves for their personal safety; 
and Gholam Allee went off to Lucknow, to boast of his prowess 
in seizing them. There he was called upon to pay the balance 
due; and, seeing no disposition to listen to any excuse, on the 
ground of calamity of season, he determined to escape across the 
Ganges. He wrote to Hamid Allee, to suggest, that he should 
do the same, and meet him at Horha, on the bank of the 
Ganges, on a certain night. 

Hamid Allee sent his j. family across the Ganges, and prepared 
to meet Gholam Allee at the appointed place ; but the com- 
mandants of corps, who suspected his intentions, and had not 
received from him any pay for their regiments for many months, 
seized him and sent him a prisoner to Lucknow. Gholam AJlee, 
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howcTer, efibcted his escape across the Ganges, and is now at 
Delhi. The Btoiy of his having run Bway with three lakha of 
Hamid Allee's money, ia represcDted here as a fiction, as th* 
escape bod been concerted between them, and tljcy had sent 
across the Qanges all that they could send with that view. Xbij 
may or may not be the real state of the case. Haniid Alte» 
as I have above stated, married a daughter of f uzl Allee. Fod- 
Allee's onnt, Fys-on N'issa, had been a great fovorite with tha 
Fadshad Bogum, the wife of the king, Ghazee-od DeeOf 
adoptive mother of his successor, Nnseer-od Decn Byder, whu 
ascended the throne in 1S27. She had been banished from Oud»' 
by Ghazee-od Deen, but on hia death she returned secretly to 
Lucknow ; and in December of that year, her nephew, Fuzl Alle«^ 
who had been banished with her, retiumed also ; and, on tho 
Slst of that month, he was appointed prime minister, in bu 
Bion to Aga Meor. Hakeem Mehndee had been invited from 
Futtohghur, to fill the office ; and had come so far aa Cam* 
poor, when Fyz-on Niasa carried the day with the Queen Dowagar, 
and be was ordered bach. In Kovember, 1S28, the king, at hii. 
mother's request, gave him the sum of 21,85,722 1 11, the 
due of the principal of the pension of ShumB-od Dowlah, tha< 
king's uncle, who had died. The whole principal amounted to 
88,38,833 5 4, but part had been appropriated as a fund to 
provide for some members of the king's family. 

In February, 1S29, Fuzl Allee resigned the office of prims 
minister, and was protected by the Government of India, on tba 
recommendation of the Besidctit, and saved from the necessity of 
refunding to the State, any of the wealth, (some thirty-five ] 
of rupees) which he had acquired during hia brief period of of" 
fice. This was all left to his three daughters ajid their husbanda 
on hia death, wliich took phice soun after. He was sticceede^: 
in office, by Uokecm Mehndee. SKiuus-od Dowlab's pension of. 
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16,006 10 6 a month, was paid out of tho interest, si six per 
ceut., of the loan of ono crore, eiglit laklia and fifty thoiiBand 
rupocB, obtained from tlie soverdiga of Oude, (Ghaze6-od Deea 
Hjrder, who succeeded his fotlier on the 11th of July, ISli,) by 
Lord Hastings, in October, 1811, for the Nepaul war. All tho 
interest, eiz lakhs and fifty-one thousand was, in the same man- 
ner, distributed, in stipends, to different members of the fami- 
ly, and the principal has been paid bock sa tho incumbents 
haye died off. Some few still survive.* 

Jimuanf 7, 1850. — To Mirree, twelve miles, over a plain o£ 
light doomuteea soil, sulficiently cultivated, and well studded with 
trees. Wo poBsed Hunjeet-ka Poorwa, half wny — once a large 
and populous town, but now ft small one. The fog was, how- 
erer, too thick to admit of my seeing it. From this place to 
Lneknow, thirty miles, Seetlah Bukali, a deputy of Almaa AUee 
Khan's, planted on avenue of the finest kind of trees. We hjid 
to pasa through a mile of it, aad the treoB aro in the higlioat 
perfection, and complete on both ndes. I am told, that thcie 
are, however, many considerable intervals, in which they have 
boMi destroyed. Tlie trees must have been planted about sisty 
years ago. 

I may here remark, that no native gentlMmin from Lucknow, 
save such as hold office in districts, and are suironnded by troops, 
can, with safety, reside in tho country. He would ba either 
Buspected and destroyed by the great landholders around him, or 
Buspected and ruined by tho Court. Under a better ayetem of 
government, a great many of these native gentlemen, who enjoy 
hereditary incomes, under the guarantee of the Britiah Govern- 



* The Eiouiid, on tho oortli-weit tide of Morawa, waald be good for » r 
tonment, at tbo mil U sandy, and tbe plun veil disuied. Water mnat 
during the nam on all Ibe other «id», and tlie saH has more diy in it. 
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nieiit. vould build houses in distant districtB, take lAnds and re- 
mde on them with their femilies, wholly or occasionally, sod 
Oude aooD be covered with handsome goatlemen'a scats, at once 
ornamental and useful. They would tend to give naeful employ- 
ment to the people, and become bonds of union between the 
governing and the governed. Under such an improved system, 
our guarantees would be of immense advantage to the wbole 
country of Oude, in diffusing wealth, protection, education, intel- 
gencc, good feeling, and useful and ornamental works. At pre- 
sent these guarantees are not so. They have concentrated at the 
Capital all who subsist upon them, and surrounded the sovereign 
and his Court, with an overgrown aristocracy, which tends to 
alienate him more and more &om his people. The people denve 
no benefit from, and have no feeling or interest in common with, 
this dty aristocracy, which tends moro and more to hide their 
aovorcign from their view, and to render him less and less aea- 
eiblo of his duties and high respoiiBibihties ; and what would be 
n blessing under a good, becomes an evil under a bad system, 
)uch as that which has prevailed since those guarantees began. 

In this overgrown city, there is a perpetual turmoil of proeeft* 
sions, illuminations, and festivities. The sovereign spends all 
that he can get in them, and haa not the slighteet wish to 
perpetuate his name by the construction of any useful or orna- 
mental work beyond its suburbs. All the members of his fiuni- 
ly, and of the city aristocracy, follow hia example, and Bpond 
their means in the same way. Indifferent to the feelinp and 
opinions of the landed aristocracy, and people of the countty, 
with whom they have no sympathy, they spend all that thor 
can spara for the public, in gratifying the vitiated tastes of thff 
overgrown metropolis. Hardly any work, calculated to benefit or 
gratify the people of the country, is formed or thought of by 
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the meitibers of tbe royal ikmily or aristocracy of Lucknow; 
and the only one formed, by the sovereign, for many years is, 
I believe, the metalled road, leading from Lu^now to Cawn- 
poor on the G^ngec. 

One good these gnaraiftees certainly have effected. Hiey have 
tended greatly to inspire the people of the city with respect for 
the British Gbvemment, by whom the incomes of so large and 
influential a portion of the community and their dependants, are 
aecuzed. That respect extends to its public officers and to Eur- 
opeans generally; and in the most crowded streets of LucknoWy 
they are received with deference, courtesy and kindness, while in 
those <rf Hydrabad, their lives, I believe, are never safe without 
an escort from the Sesident. 

•The peo^ of the country respect the British Gkjvemmeiit, its 
officers, and Europeans generally, from other causes. Though the 
Sestdent has not been able to secure any very substantial or 
permanent reform in the administration, still he has ofiben inter- 
posed with effect, in individual cases, to relieve suffering, and 
secure redress for grievous wrongs. The people of the country 
«ee, that he never interposes except for such purposes; and their 
only regret is, that he interposes so seldom; and that his ef- 
forts, when he does so, should be so often frustrated or disre- 
garded. In the remotest village or jungle in Oude, as in the 
most crowded streets of the Capital, an European gentleman is 
sure to be treated with affectionate respect! and the humblest 
European is as sure to receive protection and kindness, unless 
he forfeits all claim to it by his misconduct. 

The more sober-miuded mahommedans of Lucknow and elsewhere 
are much scandalized at the habit which has grown up among 
them in the cities of India, of commemorating every event, whe- 
ther of sadness or of joy, by brilliant illuminations and splen- 
did processions, to amuse the idle populations of such cities. It 

n2 
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is, they say, a reprehensible departure firom the spirit of their 
creed, and from the simple tastes oi the earljr mahommedans, 
who laid out their superfluities in the construction of great and 
durable works of ornament and utility. Certainly no event can 
be more sorrowful among mahommedans than that which is com* 
memorated in the mohurrum, by illuminations and processions 
with the Tazeeas, and yet no illuminations are more brilliant, 
and no processions more noisy, costly and splendid. It is wor- 
thy of remark, that Hindoo Princes, in central and Bonthem 
India, even of the brahmin caste, commemorate this event in the 
same way; and, in no part of India, are these illuminations and 
processions more brilliant and costly. Their object is solely to 
amuse the population of their Capitals, and to gratify the ma- 
bommedan women, whom they have under their protection, and 
their children, who must all be mahommedans. 






CHAPTER VI. 



January 8, 1850. — Nawabgunge, elven mfles, orer a plain, the 
soil of which, near the road, is, generally, very poor oosur. No 
firuit or ornamental trees — ^few shrubs, and very little grass. Here 
^and there, however, even near the road, may be seen a small 
•patch of land, from which a crop of rice has been taken this 
season; and the country is well cultivated all along, up to with- 
in half a mile of the road, on both sides. Nawabgunge is situ- 
ated on the new metalled road — fifty miles long — between Luck- 
now and Cawnpoor, and about mid-way between the two places.* 
It was built by the late minister, Nawab Ameen-od Dowlah, 
while in office, for the accommodation of travellers; and is nam- 
ed after him. It is kept up, at his expense, for the same pur- 
pose, now that he has descended to private life. There is a 
small house, for the accommodation of European gentlemen and 
ladies, as well as a double range of buildings — ^between which 
the road passes — ^for ordinary travellers, and for ehop-keepers to 
supply them. 

Some people told me, that even the worst of this oosur soil 
might be made to produce fair crops under good tillage; whilo 



* The tenn Gunge, signifies a range of buildings, at a place of traffic, for 
flie accommodation of merchants, and all persons engaged in the purchtae and 
sale of goods, and for that c^ their goods and of the shop-keepers who sup- 
ply them. 
^ 2u2 
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others denied the possibility^ though all were farmers or land- 
holders. All, however, agreed, that any but the worst might be 
made so by good tillage — ^that is, hj flooding the land bj means 
of artificial embankments, for two or three rainy seasons, and 
then cross - ploughing, manuring and irrigating it well. All say, 
that the soil, hereabouts, is liable to become oosur, if left fiillow 
and neglected for a few years. The oosur, certainly, seems to 
prevail most near the high roads, where the peasantry have been 
most exposed to the rapacity of the king's troops; and this 
tends to confirm the notion, that tillage is necessary in certain 
soils, to check the tendency of the carbonates or nitrates, or 
tlieir alkaline bases, to superabundance. The abundance of the 
chloride of sodium in the soil, from which the superabou^ding 
carbonates of soda are formed, seems to indicate, unequivo- 
cally, that the bed, from which they are brought to the sur- 
face, by capillary attraction, must, at some time, have been co- 
vered by salt water. The soil of Scind, which was at one time 
covered by the sea, seems to suffer still more generally from 
the same superabundance of the carbonates of soda, fom^ed from 
the chlorides of sodium^ and brought to the surface in the sam^ 
manner. But in Scind the evil is greater and more general, 
from the smaller quantity of rain that falls. Egypt would, no 
doubt, suffer still more from the same cause, inasmuch as it has 
still less rain than Scind, but for the annual overflowing of the 
Nile. The greater part of the deserts, which now disfigure the 
face of the globe in hot climates, arise chiefly from the same 
causes -^ and they may become covered by tillage and population, 
as mankind becomes wiser, more social and more humane. 

January 9, 1850. — Halted at Nawabgunge. A vast deal of 
grain of all sorts has, for the last two years, passed from Cawn- 
poor to Lucknow for sale. The usual current of grain is from 
the northern and eastern districts of Oude towards Cawnpoor; 
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hnty for these two years, it has been from Cawnpoor to these 
districts. This is owing to two bad seasons in Oude gene- 
raLlj, and much oppression in the northern and eastern dis- 
tricts in particular; and the advantage which the navigation of 
the Gbnges affords to the towns, on its banks, od, such occar 
«ions. The metalled road from Cawnpoor to Lucknow is covered 
almost with carts and vehicles of all kinds. Guards have been 
established upon it for the protection of travellers; and life and 
protpertj are now secure upon it; which they had not been for 
many years, up to the latter end of 1849. This road has late- 
ly been completed under the superintendance of Lieut. O. Sim, 
iof the Engineers, and cost above two kkhs of rupees. 

IhB minister came out with a very large cortege yesterday, to 
«ee and talk with me, and is to atay here to-day. I met him, 
tioB morning, on his way out, to shoot in the lake; and it was 
amnskig to see his ^Kxmous train contrasted with my ranall one. 
i told him, to the amusement of aU around, that an English 
gentieman would rather get no air or shooting at all than seek 
them in such a crowd. The minister was, last night, to have 
received the Sajahs and other great landholders, who had come 
to my camp, but they told me, this-moming, that they had, 
some of them, waited all night, in vain, for an audience — ^that 
the money demanded by his followers, of various sorts and 
grades, for such a privilege, was much more than they could 
pay — that, to see imd talk with a prime minister of Oude, was 
one of the most difficult and expensive of things. Bajah Hun* 
munt Sing, of Dharoopoor, told me, that he feared, his only al- 
ternative now was a very hard one, either to be utterly ruined 
by the contractor of Salone, or to take to his jungles and 
strongholds, and fight against his sovereign.* 

* The Rajah was too formidable to be treated lightly, and the Amil was 
obli^ to give in, and consent to take from him what he )iad paid to his 
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Bajah Eambuksh, of Dondhea Eheera, is in the same predica- 
ment. He tells me, that a great part of his estate has been 
taken from him by Ghundun Lai, of Morowa, the banker, al- 
ready mentioned, in collusion with the Nazim, Kotab-od DeeD, 
who depends so much on him, as the only capitalist in his dis- 
trict, — ^that he is obliged to conciliate him by acquiescing in the 
spoliation of others, — that he has akeady taken much of hia 
lands, by fraud and collusion, and wishes to take the whole in the 
same way, — that this banker now holds lands, in the district, 
yielding aboye two lakhs of rupees a year, can do what he pleases, 
and is, every day, aggrandising himself and family by the min of 
others. There is some truth in what Sambuksh states, though 
he exaggerates a little the wrong which he himself suffers; and 
it is lamentable, that all power and influence in Oude, of what- 
ever kind, or however acquired, should be so sure to be abused, 
to the prejudice of both sovereign and people. When these great 
capitalists become landholders — as almost all do — ^they are apt to 
do much mischief in the districts, where their influence lies, for 
the government officers can do little in the collection of the re- 
venue without their aid; and, as the collection of revenue is the 
only part of their duty, to which they attach much importance^ 
they are ready to acquiesce in any wrong that they may com- 
mit; in order to conciliate them. The Nazim of Byswara, Kotab- 
od Been, is an old and infirm man, and very much dependant 
upon Chimdim Lai, who, in collusion with him, has certainly de- 
prived many of their hereditary possessions, in the usual way, in 
order to aggrandise his own family. He has, at the same time^ 
purchased a great deal of land, at auction, in the Honourable 
Company's districts, where he has dealings, keeps the greater 



predecessor; but, to effect this, the Rsjah was, afterwards, obliged to go to 
Lndmow, and pay laiigely In gratoitiefl. 
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put >jf hb wealth, and ie prepared to lootfte liia fADuly, wben 
the danger of rotaifiing any of either in Oude bei-omes preasing. 
The riak ia always great ; but they bbd the local aufhoritieB, 
civil and military, by solemn oaths and Tiritten pledgee, for the 
secnrity of their own perBoiiB and property, and those of their 
£unilie8 and clients. 

January 10, 1850. — At Nawabgnngo, detained by rain, whicTi 
feU heavily yesterday, with much thunder and lightning, and haa 
continued to faill aSi night. It is painful and bumiliatiiig to 
pBBB through this part of Oude, where the families of bo many 
thousands of our sipahees reside, particularly at this time when 
40 large a portion of them arc at their tomea on furlough. 
The Punjab war having closed, all the corps engoged in it, 
faave, this year, been sent off to quiet statiouB, in our old pro- 
Tincee, and their places supplied by others, which hare taken no 
share in that or any other war, of late. As n measure of eco- 
vomy, and with a view to indulge the native officers and sipa- 
heea of the corps, engaged in that war, Oorcmmeut has, this 
seaKm, ^ven a long furlough, to all the native army of Bengal. 
Some three hundred and fifty native officers and aipahees, from 
each Sogimcnt, are, or arc to be, absent on leave this season. 
This eaves to Government a very large sum, in the extra aUow- 
uico which ia granted to native officers and sipahees, during 
their march from one Btation to another; and in the deductions 
vhich are mada from the pay and allowances of those who go on 
farUmgh. During furlough, eubadars receive S2 rupee» a month, 
instead of 67 ; jemadars 17, instead of 24 ; havildArs 9, inatoad 
of 14 ; najcks 7, instead of 12 ; and sipahees C-8, instead of 7. 

These native officers and sipahees, witli all their gallaatiy on 
service, and fidelity to their salt, arc the most importunate of 
EDitora; and, certainly, among the moat untruthful and unscru- 
puloua in stating the circumstaucca of thci; claime, or llie grounds 
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of their complainta. They crowd aronnd me, morning and even- 
ing, when I venture outside my tent, and keep me employed 
all day in reading their petitions. They cannot or will not un- 
derstand, that the Besident is — or ought to be — only the chan- 
nel through which their claims are sent for adjustment, through 
the Court to the Oude tribunals and local authorities; and that 
the investigation and decision must — or ought to — rest with them. 
They expect, that he will at once himself investigate and decide 
their claims, or have them investigated and decided, forthwith, 
by the local authorities of the district, through which he is pass- 
ing; and, it is in vain to teU them, that the *^ law's delojf" is 
as often and as justly complained of in our own ierritoiy, as 
in Oude ; whatever may be the state of its unceriamhf. 

The wrongs, of which they complain, are, of course, such as 
all men of their class, in Oude, are liable to suffer; but no 
other men, in Oude, are so prone to exaggerate the circumstan- 
ces attending them, to bring forward, prominently, all that is 
favorable to their own side, and keep back all that is otherwise; 
and to conceal the difficulties which must attend the search after 
the truth, and those still greats which must attend the enforce- 
ment of an award when made. Their claims are often upon mea 
who have well garrisoned forts, and huge bandB of armed fol- 
lowers, who laugh at the king's officers and troops, and could 
not .be coerced into obedience, without the aid of a large and 
well appointed British force. For the immediate employment of 
such ,a force, they will not M to urge the Eesident, though 
they have, to the commanding officer of their Company and Ee- 
giment, represented the debtor or offender, as a man of no mark, 
ready to do .whatever the Eesident, or the Oude authorities, 
may be pleased to order. On one occasion, no less than thirty 
lives were lost in attempting to enforce an award; in favor of 
a aipahee of o\u: army. 
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I haro had several viaits from my old friend SSieikh Mjiliboob 
Alleo, tho subadftr-raajor, who ia nentioned in my essay on 
" Mtlitabt DiacrPLisE." Ho is now nn invalid penaioner in 
Oude ; and, in ndditian to the lands, which hia family held, be- 
fore hie transfer to tha invalids, ko haa lately acquired posBes- 
oioa of a nice village, which he claimed, in the ogual way, 
through the Besident. He teld me, that be bad poBsesaion, but 
that he found it very difficult to keep cultivatore upon it. 
" And why ia this, my old friend 9 Cultivators ose abundant 
" in Oude, and glad always to till lands, on winch l)hey are 
*' protected and enconraged by moderate rents, and a little occa- 
" aional aid in aeed, grain and stock ; and you are now in cir- 
" camstances to afford them both ? Tme, sir, said the old sa- 
" badar, but the great refroctory landholder — my neighbour — baa 
" a large force, and be threatens to bring it down upon me ; 
" and my cultivators are afraid, that they and their iamiliea 
" will all be cut up aome daik night, if they stay with me. 
** But what haa your great neighbour to do with your village i 
*' "Wby do you not make friends with him ? Make friends with 
" him, sir 1 — the thing ia impoaaible. And why, subaditr sahib ? 
*' Sir, it waa from him that the village was taken, by the orders 
•* of the Durbar, through the interposition of the Beudent, to bo 
" mode over to me ; and ho vows, that he will take it back, 
** whatever number of livea it may cost him to do. And how long 
may ho and his family have held it? Only thirty or thirty-£vo 
■" years, air. And neither you nor your famOy havo ever held 
" posseasion of it for that time? Never, air, but we always 
*' hoped, that tho favor of the British Government would, some 
" day, get it for ns. And in urging your claim to the viltagp, 
" did you ever tell the Eesident, that you hod boon so long 
*' out of poasession ? No, sir, wc said nothing about /'Dte. Tim 



■i58 



DIATIY OF A TOIR THROIIGB OL'DE. 



" know, sul)adiiP aaliib, tliat in all countries a limit u pteecrib- 
" ed iu HUcli casea, and, at the Besideocy, that Umit ia six 
" years ; and, had the Beaident kaowu, that your claim was at 
" so old a date, he would never have interposed in your faror, 
" more eepecially, when his doing so involved the risk of the 
" lOBB of BO many lives, firat in obtaining poaaeasioQ for yoii, 
" and then keeping you in it." Caaee of this kind are veij 
nnmeroue. 

The estate of Hampoor, which we lately passed through, be- 
longed to the grand father of E^ah Hunmunt Sing. Ilia eldest 
eon, Sungram Sing, died without issue, and the estate devolved 
vn his second son, Bhow Sing, the father of Sjijah Hunmunt 
Sing. The third brother separated from the family stock during 
the life of his &ther, and got, aa his share, Sursae, Kuttn 
BuUeepoor, and other villages. He had five sons ; first, Lokea 
Sing; second, Sirguj Sing; third, Hul Sing; fourth, Dul Sing; 
and fifth, Bui Sing, and the estate was, on his death, subdiTid- 
ed among them. Kuttra Bulleepoor, devolved on Loke« Sing, th« 
i.'ldest, who died without issue ; and the village was subdivided 
among his four brothers, or their descendants. But Davey Buksh, 
the grand son, by adoption, of the second brother, Dirguj Sing, 
nnknown to the others, assigned, in lieu of a debt, the whole 
Tillsgo to a brahmin, named Bhyroo Tewareo, who, forthwith, got 
it tntUBferred to the Hozoor Tehseel, through Matodecn, a havil- 
dar of the 5th Troop, 7tb Begiment of Cavalry, who, in aa 
Application to the Besident, pretended, that the estate was his 
&ra. It is now beyond the jurisdiction of tha local authorities, 
vho could ascertain the truth; and all the rightful co-sharen 
lia^'c been, ever since, trying, in vain, to recover their rights. 
The brahmin and tha havildar, with Sooklal, a trooper in the 
Bttmc Begiment, now divide the profits between them, and laugh 
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at the impoteBit efforts of the 'old proprietors^ to get redress, 
Oholam Jeelanee, a shop-keeper of Lucknow, seeing the profits 
deriyed by sipahees, fpom the abuse of this privilege, purchased 
a Cavalry uniform, jacket, cap, pantaloon, boots, shoes and sword, 
and on the pretence of being an invalid trooper of ours, got 
the Bignahire of the Brigadier commanding the Troops in 
Oude, to his numerous petitions, which were sent for adjust- 
ment to the Durbar through the Befiddent. Se foMowed thia 
trade profitably for fifteen years. At last he got possession of a 
landed estate, to which he had &o claim of right. Soon after 
he sent a petition to say, that the dispossessed proprietor had 
killed four of his relations and turned him out. This led to a 
more strict enquiry, when aU came out. In quoting this case 
to the Sesident, in a letter, dated the 16tk of June, 1836, tho 
king of Oude observes, — *^ J£ a person, known to thousands in 
the city of Lucknow, is able, for fifteen years, to carry on 
such s trade successfully, how much more easy must it be for 
people in the counlay, not known to any in the city, to Cfu^ 
ry it on." 

The Besident communicated to the king of Oude the resolution 
of the Honourable the Court of Directors, to relieve him from tho 
payment of the sixteen lakhs of rupees a year f(Mr the auidliary 
force; and on the 29th of July, 1839, he reported to Government 
the great gratification which His Majesty had manifested and ex- 
pressed at this opportune relief. But his gratification at this com- 
munication was hardly so great as that which he had manifested on 
the 14fth of Dec 1837, when told by the Besident, that the Bri- 
tish Government would not insist upon giving to the subjects of 
Oude, who might enlist into that force, the privilege of forward- 
ing complaints, about their village affairs and disputes, through 

their military superiors and the Besident; and, it appeared to 
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tho Resident, — " that this one act of liberality and justice on 
" the part of the British Government, had done more to re- 
concile the king of Oude to the late treaty, in which the 
Oude auxiliary force had originated, than all that he had said 
** to him during the last three months as to the prospective 
advantages which that treaty would secure to him and his 
posterity." The king observed,—" this kindness, on the 
** part of the British Gt>vemment, has relieved my mind from a 
*^ load of disagreeable thoughts.'* The prime minister, Hakeem 
Mehndee, who was present, replied, — " all will now go on smooth- 
" ly. "When the men have to complain to their own govern- 
*' ment, they will seldom complain, without just cause, being 
^ aware, that a false story will soon be detected by the native 
" local authorities, though it could not be so by European offi- 
cers, at a distance from the villages; and that in all cases 
of real grievances, their claims will soon be fairly and speedi- 
ly adjusted. If, added he, the sipahees of this force had been 
*^ so placed, that they could have enlisted their officers on their 
side in making complaints, while such officers could know no- 
thing whatever of the circumstances beyond what the sipahees 
** themselves told them, false and groundless complaints would 
** have become endless, and the vexations thereby caused to gov- 
^ emment and to their neighbours, would have become intolerable. 
•* These troops, said he, will now be real soldiers; but if the 
" privileges enjoyed by the Honourable Company's sipahees, had 
" been conferred upon the seven Regiments composing this force, 
^ with the relations and pretended relations of the sipahees, it 
** would have converted into corrupt traders in village disputes, 
** sixteen or seventeen thousand of the king's subjects, settled 
•* in the heart of the country, privileged to make false accusa- 
^ tions, of all kinds, and believed by the people to be sup- 
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" ported, in these falsehoods, by the British Qovemment.'* Botht 
the king and the minister requested the Resident, earnestly and i 
repeatedly, to express to the Governor General their most «in-T 
cere thanks, for having complied with His Majesty's solicita- 
tions on this point.* 

This privilege, which the native officers and sipahees of our na- 
tive army enjoy, of petitioning, for redress of grievances, through the I 
[Resident, has now been extended to all the Regular, Irregular^ ; 
and local corps of the three Presidencies — ^that is, to all corps 

i 

paid by the British Government; and to all u&iAve ofl&cers and 
Bipahees of contingent corps, employed in and paid by Native ' 
States, who were drafted into them from the Regular corps of 
our army up to a certain time, and the number cannot be less 
than fifty or sixty thousand. But European, civil and political^ 
£mctionaries, in our own provinces and other Native States, have 
almost all, some men from Oude, in their offices or establish- ' 
jnents, whose claims and complaints they send for adjustment to < 
the Resident; and it is difficult for him to satisfy them, that 
he is not bound to take them up in the same manner as he 
takes up those of the native officers and aipahees of our native 
army; and he is often induced to yield to their importunity, 
and thereby to furnish grounds for further applications of the 
aame sort. This privilege is not recognized or named in anyi 
treaty, or other engagement with the sovereign of Oude; nor does 
any one now know its origin, for it cannot be found in any 
document recorded in the Resident's office.t 

If the Resident happens to be an impatient, overbearing man, 
be will oft^en frighten the Durbar and its Courts, or local offi*; 
eera, into a hasty decision, by which the rights of others aHe 



* See king of Dude's letter to the GoTeroor General, dated 5th October,, 
1837, and Resideaft letters of the 7th idem and I4tfa December^ 1837. 



t On the 17 th of Boptem- 
ber, lbU7, the sovereign of 
Oude, in a letter .-to the 
British Resident, complains 
of the officer, commanding a 
battalion in the Lucknow 
cantonments, having made a 
direct application to the ma- 
nager of a district in dude 
for the lease of a village on 
certain terms for a sipahee 
of his battalion, and requuesta 
that all British officers, com- 
manding troops in Oude, may 
bo enjoined to adhere to the 
long established usage, of 
conveying all their claims 
upon, and complaints against 
his subjects, and thoso of 
their native offieers an:l si- 
pahees, to the Durbar^ 
through the Resident at his 
Court, and to abstain from 
addressing the officers of his 
government direct on any oc- 
casion whatever. This rule 
was applicable to those Bri- 
tish officers only who com- 
manded troops in Oude; but 
the privilege was considered 
by our native officers and 
soldiers from Oude to be so 
valuable that they, by de- 
gree^ prevailed upon the of* 
ficen commanding their Re- 
gJMWlts, in whatever part of 
India located, to send their 
claims &:td complaints to the 
Oude Durbar through the 
Resident; and at last our 
Government, with a view to 
secure the fidelity of such 
native officers and sipahees, 
recognized this their privilege 
as a right, and as such in- 
sisted upon its being enfor- 
ced without any reference 
whatever, that I can find, to 
the feelings or wishes of the 
fiovercign of Oude. 
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sacrificed for the native officers and sipahees ; and if he be, at the 
same time, an unscrupulous man, he will sometimes direct, that the 
sipahee shall be put in possession of what he claims, in order to 
relieve himself from his importunity, or that of his commanding 
officer, without taking the trouble to inform himself of the 
grounds on which the claim is founded. Oi all such errors there 
are, unhappily, too many instances, recorded in the Besident*! 
office. This privilege is in the hands of the Besident, an instni- 
ment of tohture, which it is his duty to apply every day to 
the Oude Durbar. He may put on a screw more or a wereit 
less, according to his temper or his views, or the importonify 
of officers commanding corps or companies, and native offioen 
and sipahees, in person, which never cease to oppress him mon 
or less. The most numerous class of complaints and the most 
troublesome is that against the government of Oude or Ha off* 
cers and landholders, for enhanced demands of rents; and, when- 
ever these officers or landholders are made to reduce theae d^ 
mands in favor of the privileged sipahees, they invariably distri- 
bute the burthen in an increased rate, upon their neij 
Officers who have to pass through Oude in their 
sporting excursions, have, of late years, generally complained, tfai 
they receive less civility from villages, in which our invalid « 
forloti^h sipahees are located than from any others; and, tiitf 2 
they are any where treated with actual disrespect, audi 
are generally found to be either the perpetrator or 
This complaint is not, I fear, altogether unfounded; and wm 
nri^o from the diminished attachment felt by the " jf riif w iff 
their European officers, in our army ; and, partly, from ttm |B> 
vilege of urging their claims through the Besident, enjoi^ If 
native officers and sipahees, now ceasing on their being 
red to the invalid establishment, 
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'But ^e privilege itself ia calculated to create feuUngS of dis- 
tiafaction with their Eoropoaa officers, among the hoaeat and 
hard working part -of our native army. Such men petition only 
vhen they have just 'Cause; and not one in five of them can 
obtain vhat they demand, and believe to be their juBt right, 
under an administration like that of Oude, whaterer efforts tbo 
Heeident may moke to obtain it for them ; tend where one is 
eatasfied four become discontented; while the dishonest and idle 
portion of their brother toldiera, who have no real wrongs to 
complain of^ and fisign them only tA get Uave of absence, throw 
all the burthen of their duties upon them. Othen agam, by 
fraud wad coDnaion with those whose influence they Teqnire, to 
Urge their claims, often obtain more than they have aay right 
to; and their unmerited success tends to increase the dissatisfac- 
tion felt by the honest and more scrupulous portion of the na- 
tive officers and sipahees, who have failed to obtain any thing. 

Oovomment will not do away with the privilege, without first 
•Bcertaining the views and wishes of the milit&ry authorities. 
^ey are not favorable to the abolition, for though the honest 
snd hard working sipahees may say, that it ia Of bo use to 
them, the idle and unscrupulous, who consider it as a lottery, 
in which they »ay sometimes draw a prize, or a meana of get- 
ting leave of absence, when they are not entitled to it, will tell 
them, that the fdeliti/ of the whole native army depends upon 
its being maintained and extended. I am of opinion, after much 
iBonnderation, and a good deal of experience in the political 
working of the system, that the aboUtion of the privilege would 
tie of great advantage to the native army; and, it would, cer- 
tainly, relieve the European officers from much importunity and 
Mimoyance, which tbey now suffer from its enforcement. It is 
sot uncommon for a sipahee of a Segiment, in Bombny, to ob- 
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tain leave of absence, for several times over for ten months, at 
a time, on the pretence of having a case pending in Oude. 
When his leave is about to expire he presents a petition to the 
Besident, who obtains for him from the Court an order for the 
local authorities, to settle his claim. This order is sent to the 
officer commanding his Begiment. The man then makes up a 
piteous story of his having spent the whole ten months in prose- 
cuting his claim in vain, when, in reality, he has been enjoying 
himself at home, and had no claim whatever to settle. The next 
year or the year after, he gets another ten months* leave, |for 
the same purpose, and when it is about to expire, he presents 
himself to the Besident, and declares, that the local authorities 
have been changed, and the new officers pay no regard to the 
king's orders. New orders are then got for the new officers and 
sent to his Begiment, and the same game is played over again. 

Native officers and sipahees, in the privilege of present- 
ing petitions, through the Besident, are now restricted to 
their own claims and those of their wives, fathers, mothers, 
sons and daughters. They cannot petition through the Besident, 
for the redress of wrongs suffered, or pretended to kave been 
suffered, by any other relations. In consequence it has be- 
come a common custom with them to lend or sell their 
names to more remote relations, or to persons not related to 
them at all. The petition is made out in their own name, and 
the real sufferer, or pretended sufferer, who is to prosecute the 
claim, is named as the mookteear, or attorney. A great many 
bad characters have, in this way, deprived men of lands, which 
their ancestors had held, in undisputed right of property, for 
many generations or centuries ; for the Court, to save themselves 
from the importunity of the Besidency, has often given orders 
for the claimant being put in possession of the lands without 
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Aie inquiry, or any inquiry at all. The sipabees are, in conse- 
quence, mnch dreaded by the people, among whom they reaide^ 
for there really is no cksa of men from vbom it is more diffi- 
cult to get the truth in any case. They have na fear of pun- 
ishment, because all charges against them for fraud, lalsehood, 
or violation of tho rules, laid down by Oovemroent, have to be 
Bubntitted either to a court martial, composed of natiTe officers, 
or to the Governor Gleneral. Beth involve endless trouble, and 
it would, I fenr, bo impossible to get a conviction before a 
court martial so composed. No Eesident will 'ever submit to ■ 
Governor Genera! the scores of flagrant cases that, every month, 
'Come before Intn ; still leas will he worry unofTending and auffw- 
ing people, by causing them to be eummoaad to give evidence 
"before a mdlitary court.* 

* In ■ reoent inatanco, (Juljr, 1B5I,) a sipohce, in a Re^ment^ itttioiLed at 
Lnoknow, was charged, belon a court niBtlial, with three abases of the pti- 
TO^e. He RtjiuTed do lees than aeveatj-foax witneiBea to be Bamnumed !■ 
Mm deteice. The court had to wait tai what raidd he got out of the acran. 
tj'toar appeared. End the man bceamo ta object of sympntbj, becBUSo he wol 
IcejTt 90 long in arrest, iia named the Snt aasistoBt to the Resident, who 
bat charge of l^e eipahee petition deportmeat, ai a witneei, luid be was noi^ 
in consequence, permitted to attend the cour^ on the part of the Resident 
■who preferred tbe charges, though ho was never csUed or eisniined by the 
court OD tho part of tbe defence. The naming him. and the summoning of 
BO man; witncaBeg were mere rtua on the part of tho aiptthce to csc^ie. No 
penon, on the part of tbe B«siden^ vna aQawed to attend the court, and 
tee that hia witnesses were eiaEnined ; nor had ho any means of knowinK 
-whether they were or not. He bad reaaoa to believe, that tbe most import- 
«nt wefo Bot. The sipahea was, of course, acquitted, as gipnhoEa, charged with 
anch ahuses of tbe privilege, always will be. This man's Regiment was at 
Incknow, and neat tbe place where the cause of action arose, his own vil- 
lage, and the Resident's office. How much more difficult wultld it be to get 
> coDviction against a npnhce, wboEc Kegiment bsppenl to be many hundred 
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The tnmsfer of tbdir lands, from the jariBdiction of tbe local 
authoritiea to that of the Hozoor Tebaeel, is often the cause of 
much suffering to their copartners and neighboura. Their co-sharen 
in the land often find much inconvenience from it ; and appre- 
hend^ that sooner or later, the influence of the aipahee will eouk- 
ble him to add their shares to hia own. The village bo transfix- 
red, being removed from the observation and reBponaibility of the 
local authorities, often becomes a safe refuge for the bad characters 
of the district, who thence depredate upon the country around 
with impunity. Claims to villages, ta which the claimant had real]; 
no right whatever, have been successfully prosecuted by or through 
sipahees, for the sole purpose of having them transferred to tke 
Hozoor Tehseel, and made dene of thieves and highway robben. 
The person in charge of the HoEoor Tehseel villages has, gsae- 
rally, a good deal of influence at Court ; and this he lends to 
BQch cbumanta, for a consideration, without fear or scruple ; as be 
feels assured, that he shall be able to counteract any represen- 
tations, on the part of the local authorities, of the evils suffer- 
ed from the holders and occupants of Buch villages. He never 
pretends to be able to watch over or control the conduct of the 
holders and occupiers of the villages under his charge, situated, 
na they mostly are, in remote districts. The transfer of sncjk 
villages can be Justified only in districts that are held in con- 
tract; and even in them it might bo easy to provide, eSectually, 
for the protection of the holders, from over exactions, on the 
port of the contractors. 

'This privilege is attended with infinite difficulty and perplexity to 
the Besident and Goycmmeot ; and, at the same time, exceedingly 
odious to the people and government of Oude, Officers com- 
jnanding Begiments and Companies have much trouble with such 
petitions. Able to hear only one side of any question, they t.KJT'l'i 
that the evils auficred by the sipahcea are much greater and 
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.asore nnmerons than they really ore, uid grant leave to ensbls 
them to prosecute their daims to redreBs more oft^a than ii 
jBecoeauy. Men who want leave, when they are not othenrisft 
•entitled to it, feign nronga, nliick they never Bufiered, or great- 
ly exaggerate snoh as may really have 1}een inflicted on them, 
ia order to obtain it; or, ae I bavA stated, lend their namog to 
others, and ask leave to prosecato claims, with which they have 
feally nothing whatever to do. The §ipahpca and native oflicera 
]of ottT army are little better with, than they would be, withoat 
ytfae privilege ; and a great many ealiet, or remain in the eervice, 
solely with the view of better prosecuting their claims ; and re- 
Bigo, or desert, as soon as they have effected their purpose, oe 
find tbat the privilege ia no longer necessary. They moke a 
couvcoieace, in this way, of our service, and are the most use- 
ieas soldiers in our ranks. I am perenuded, tliat we should 
hfjo, from Oude, just as many a/ii m good reoruita, for our 
4tnny, without as with this privilege. 

The Eogiments of the Gwalior contingent get just aa good ks 
emits from Oude as those of the Line, ^ough they do not enjoy 
the privilege. I believe that those corps, which did not enjoy the 
[vivilege till within the last two years, got just as good reoruita 
inaa Oude oa they now do, since it Iiaa been extended to them. 
T^ 1848, the pidvilego was Hmited to the native oSlcera and 
aplllifffB of OUT regular acmy, and to Aich as had boon drafted 
ijfma ouc ngular amy into load corps, wp to a certain date ; 
bat in July of that year, the privile^ was extended to all corps, 
■egular and irregular, attached to the Bengal, Madras and Bom- 
hiqr Presidondes, which are paid by the British Government. The 
feelings ^id opinions of the Oude government had not been con- 
■uUel in the origin of this privilege j nor were they now con- 
adted in the ei:f«nsion given to it. 

Officers commanding Begiinents and Companiea complain, that 
2k2 
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the sipakees and native officers never get redress, whatever trou- 
ble they take to obtain it for them ; and, I believe, thej hardly 
ever hear a sipahee or native officer acknowledge, that he has had 
redress. A sipahee one day came to the first assistant, Captain 
Sliakespear, clamouring for justice, and declared that not the 
slightest notice had been taken of his petition by the Oude 
government, or its local authorities. On being questioned, he ad- 
mitted that no less than forty persons had been seized and were 
in prison on his requisition; but he would not admit that this 
was any proof of the slightest notice having been taken of his 
complaint. All are worried, and but few benefited by the privi- 
lege, and the advantage of it to the army never can counterba- 
lance all the disadvantages. Invalid pensioners do not now enjoy 
the privilege, but are left to prefer their claims direct to the 
king's courts, like others of the king's subjects, on the ground, 
that they cannot — ^like sipakees sHll serving— ^\edA distance from 
their homes ; but, a large proportion of the sipahees still serving, 
who have, or pretend to have, claims, obtain leave of absence, 
from their EegimentSj to prosecute them in person. 

The objection once raised by Lord William Bentinck agamst 
our employing troops, in support of the government of Oude, 
a^nst refractory landholders, is equally valid against our advo- 
cacy of the claims of sipahees to lands. " If;" said His Lordship, 
" British troops be lent to enforce submission, it seems impossibld 
" to avoid becoming parties to the terms of submission, and gua- 
** rantees of their observance afterwards, on both sides ; in which 
*• case we should become mixed up in every detail of the ad- 
" ministration." K the sipahee does not pay, punctually, tiie 
assessment upon the lands, which he has obtained through tlie 
Besident the Oude government calls upon the Eesident to en- 
force payment; and if the Oude government ventures to add ft 
a rupee to the rate demanded for the year, or for any one 
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year, the sipahee, through the commaiidaiit of his corps, and, 
perhaps, the Commander-in-Chief, and Qovemor General, calls up- 
on the Besident, to have 7.^^^ ^^ reduced, or to explain the 
grounds upon winch it has been made ; or if the sipahee has 
a dispute with his numerous co-sharers, the Besident is called 
upon to settle it. If the king's troops have trespassed — ^if the 
crops have suffered Irom calamities of season or marauders, or 
the Tillage has been robbed, the sipahee refuses to pay, and 
demands a remission of the goremment demand ; and if he does 
not git it, appeals, in the same manner, to the Besident. If a 9j^ 
vipahee be arrested «r detained for defalcaliion, a demand comes 
for his immediate release; and if his crops or stock be distrain- 
ed for balance, or lands attached, the Besident is called upon to 
ascertain tmd explain the reason why, and obtain redress. All 
«iich distraint is represented as open robbery and pillage. 

It is not at all uncommon for a sipahee to obtain leave of 
absence from his Begiment, three or four times, to enable him 
to prosecute the same case, in person, at Lucknow, though he 
might prosecute it jurt as weTl through an frtliomey. He often 
enjoys himself at his home, while his attorney prosecutes his 
iflaim, if he really has any, at Lucknow. The commanding offi- 
eers of his Begiment and Company, of course, believe all he says 
reganfing the pressing necessity for his presence at Lucknow; 
and few of them know, that the cases are decided in the king's 
courts; and that the Besident could not, possibly, decide them 
himself, if he had five times the establishment he has, and full 
powers to do so. If the Besident finds, that a sipahee has lent 
his name to another, and reports his conduct, he makes out a 
plausible tale, which his commanding officer believes to be true — 
the Commander-in-Chief is referred to — ^^the case is submitted to 
ihe Governor General, and sometimes to the Court of Directors; 
and a voluminoos correspondence foUowS; till the Besident grows 
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army, be no longer allowed to complain in respect of all theif 
relatives, real or pretended, but only in cases in which they 
themselves, their parents, wives or children are actually interest- 
ed. " All unfounded complaints, and all fiEdse allegations made, 
" in order to render complaints cognizable, ought to be, when 
^' discovered, punishable hy our omn military authorities, who ought 

not to he remiss in i/nflicting such punishment when justly in- 

curred" "Under the restrictions which we have enjoined." con- 
tinues the Court — " the trial may, once more, be made, whether 
" this privilege is compatible with good government in Oude, 
^' and with the rightful^authority of the king of Oude and his 
" officers. Should the abuses, which have prevailed, stiU oonti- 
" nue, under the altered system, the whole subject must be again 
" taken into consideration; and the E>esident is to be required 
" to submit a report on the operation of the privilege after the 
" expiration of one year." 

How the rule with regard to relationship is evaded, has been 
already stated, and among the numerous instances of this eva- 
sion that have been discovered every year, since this order of the 
Honourable Court was passed, the offence has never been punished 
by any military authority in one. The Besident has no hope, 
nor the sipahee any tear, that such an offence will ever be 
punished by a court martial ; and the former feels ayerse to 
trespass on the time and attention of the Governor General and 
the Commander-in-Chief with such references. He hardly ever 
submits them, till the necessity is forced upon him by references 
made to the Commander-in-Chief, by officers co mm and in g B^- 
ments, in behalf of offenders, in whose veracity they are dispos- 
ed to place too much confidence. 

In one of the cases, quoted by Colonel Low, in his letter of 
the 29th November, 1838, Eeotee Eam, a sipahee, claimed a til- 
lage, which was awarded to him by the Court, without due en- 
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qulry, to avoid farther importimity. The owner, in poBsesBion, 
VDuld not give it up. A large force tib sent to enforce the 
sward — Uvea were lost— the real owner was eeized and thrown 
into jm], and there died. Eeotee Earn had no right, whatever, 
to the village, and he could not retain posaession among Buch 
a Bturdy peasantry. His commanding officer again appealed to 
the Commander-in-Chief, and the case was referred to the Gover- 
nor Ocneral and to the Honourable the Court of Directors, and 
a Tolnminons correapondecce took place. It was, afterwards, faWy 
proved, that the sipahee, Beoteo Bam, had never had the slight- 
eet ground of claim to the village; and bad been induced to 
net up one Bolelj at the instigation of an interested attorney, 
with whom he was to share the profits. ^ 

In another case, quoted by Colonel Low, in that letter, a pay 
faavildar of the 63th Bcgiment complained, jointly nith his bro- 
ther, Cheyda, throngh the Commander-in-Chief to the Governor 
General, in June, 1831, stating, that Sajah Frethee Put had 
murdered two of his relations, plundered hia house, burnt bis 
title deeds, cut down five of his mango groves, seized seventy- 
three fceegabB of land, belongbg to him, of hereditary right, 
tamed all his iamfly out of the village, including the widows of 
fhe two murdered men, and still held in confinement his relative 
!IVekaram, a sipahee of the Bombay army. On investigation be- 
fore the Assistant Besident, Captain Shakespear, the havildor end 
Chc^da admitted — first, ttiat Teekaram had rejoined his Eegiment 
before they complained — second, that of the two mnrdered men, 
one had been killed fifty-five years before, and the other twenty 
years, and that both had fallen in afirays between landholders, 
in which many lives had been lost on both eidea — third, that he 
bad never, himself, held the lands, and that his fetber bad 
bwn, forty years before, deprived of them, by the father of 
l2 



I- * b Ig4e Hflonubntlee Sri 
. d», of the 23«i Begi. N. % 
nfTered to pnjcinT tlrongh tts, 
•ident tbe reBtnration of tbe U 
■titary eatate orHDJDMin tha 
ubsd district, for Sookmun^ S 
from whom it had been aei 
Arelve yeus befon bj Jugun 
ChnpiUBee and fais brothoB. 
the 3Igt March in ILat jew, 
presented his p«tJtioB to tka I 
eident, claiming the etUto u 
herirfitaiy right; and m I81S 
«sa put in poaMMum. He m 
neither nuke it over to th* rig 
All owBer, nor psj tbs rein 
duo to the king, though he < 
pnn^ially fr 



ed through the Rcndeat; an 
quiiy was made; and in IBfiO 
was decided that SoorojbiiUee h 
in reality, no right whalercr 
Ihe estate, bat claimed 3,8G1 i 
pees for the expeaeti incarred 
Tecovning it, ind patting it h 
order. On the IlthAngul;, IB 
the Resident decided that the . 
bahdar, baring thus traded in ' 
privilego which ha enjoyed, i 
unworthy of any forther anpp 
from ths Residont in thia ci 
and that no farther petitions fr 
liim ngarding it itwnld be » 



* Fo^ ADm, a notorioni Vnsre. ' 
uiag, in colliisJuu trilli thi' Itxal 
■tbnrideg of tbc ilistrict taken from 
inJecs-oll&h the viU»ge of Dewk, 
' ' ack had been beld bj Ilia fsmilj, 
pmprietoiy right, tor imuij geQer»- 
b^ And tried Lo extort &am kim a 
resignation of nil his righla to 
lands. Hufeez-oUah mule bis ea- 
and went to Lncknow to seek re- 
I. During his absence, bis nla- 
fama tried to recover poaseaeion, 
e contest oue of Puil Alloe'a 
nm killed. Fuxl Mee tlien 
Berailed upon Ihsan Allee, a pay ha- 
rddar in ths 'Jth Regiment of our 
'civalry, wlio was in no way whateier 
' GonnenUd with tlie [larties, and hail 
no dnim whateiDr on tho landa, to 
present a petition lo tho Resident, 
' chai^g Hofeei-oUata witb having 
, emnmitted a gang robbery npun liis 
(lOnHO, and murdered one of hia aer- 
Tan». Uufeex-ollah was seiied and 
tthiuwn iDtu priaoa, and tbe case wsa 
tkiadiB oier for trial to Zakir ADoe. 
nioproof tthatevor haviug been ad- 
Dhiced against him for four mootlUi 
I^Uur Allee declared htm innocent 
Ind applied for bis release ; but before' 
'Jaa application KAchod the Dnrbw, 
I «nothiT petition was presented to tho 
I Jteaideut, Colonel Richmond, in the 
of the pay havildsr, and tlie 
ordered that the case should 
ode over to the court of Ma- 
ted Hyat, and that the prisoner 
ibould not Ijo released without a let- 
^ment and the previous sanction of 
"le Durbar, as the affau' related tu 
le Eugliah. 

The prisoner proved that he was 

I Luclcnaw at tbe timo of tbe affray, 

ind that the lands in dispute liad 

' 'belonged to his bunily for many genc- 

Mtiona, No proof wliatevL'r was pro- 

' ilnced against bim, but by frequently 

^banging the attorneys ui (he pay 

" ivildar, pratenJing that bo required 

attend in person but could not 

leaTe of absencD, and otbur deri- 

. Fual AUee contrived to poatpono 

, tinal de.:isian till the -.i7th of 

jHliruary, laiU, when Mahonimed 

Hjat acquitted the priaonnr, and de- 

1 UmI Uio pay barildar had, iu 



riiejila, who had the beat claim to them, and had mortgagid 
them tu a brahmin, from whom Frethee Put had taken thco^ 
jbr defalcation — ^fourth, that it was not his own claim he wi| 
urging, but that of Chejda, who was not his brother, but H^ 
great graod-son of hia grand-father's brother, and that he h«j| 
never been in the Britiah aerricc — fifth, that the lands had becfl 
taUeit from hie father hj Cheyda's father, fourteen years befoH 
he, tbe havildor, entered the British eervice, twentj-eight jeaci 
ago— sixth, that his family had loet nothing in the village, Ig 
Frethee Fut, and tbnt tho persona deprived of their mai 
were only very diatantiy related to him. • 

Jaititary 11, 1850, — At Nawabguuge, detained by rain, wl 
fell heavily all last night, to the great delight of the lanJH 
intereit, and great discomfort of travellers. Nothing but mi 
around us — our tents wet through, but etanding, and the grouq^ 
inside ot them dry. Fortimfltely there has been no strong viqj 
with the heavy rain, and we conaole ourselves with the tbougUi 
that the small inconTcnience which travcllera sufier from 
rain, at this season, is trifling, compared with the adrantaglj 
which millions of our fellow creatures derive from it. This ■ 
wliat I hara heard all native travellers say, however bumble i 
however great — all sympathise with the Linded interests, in 
coiptiy where indnstry is limited, almost excluaively, to tin 
culture of the soil; and the reTenue of the sovereign derived 
almost exclusively, from the land. AJtor such raina the 
increaaes — tho spirit rise, — tho breezes freshen, — the crops loq) 
strong,— the harvest U retarded,— the grain gets more sap i 
becomes perfect, — the cold season is prolonged, as the croM 
remain longer green, and continue to condense the moisture i 
the surrousding atmosphere. Without such late rain, the en^ 
ripea prcmAtiirely, — the grain becomes Bhrivetled, and dcCectir 



OIART lOP A TOCE THHOOGH OITDE. 

Tjoth in quantity and qunlrty. TVliile the rain laats, however, ft 
Targe camp is a wretcbed scene ; for few of the men, women, 
jiod children, aiid still fewer of the animals it contains, can find 
•any shelter at all ! 

January 12, 1850. — At Nawabgnnge, Htill detiuncd "by rain. Th» 
minister had ordered out tents for himself and suit, on the 8th 
4>iit they had not come up, and I wae obliged to lend him ons 
«f my best, and some othera aa they came up, or they vould hsire 
been, altogether, without shelter. When ho left them on tha 
10th, his attendants cut and took away almost all the ropes, 
«ome of the kanata — or outer walls — and some of the carpets. 
He knew nothing about it, nor will he ever learn any thing tiEl 
ttold by me. His attendants were plundering in aH the Burround- 
nng villages while he remained ; and my people tried, in Tiun, 
to prevent them, lest they should themselves be taken for tha 
plunderers. Of all this the minister knew nothing. The attend- 
ants on the contractors and other local officers are, if possible, 
•till worse; and throughout the country the king's officers all 
plunder, or acquiesce in the plunder, utterly regardless of the 
Bufferings of the people and the best interests of their sovereign 
Ho precaution, whatever, is taken to prevent this indiscriminate 
plunder, by the followers of the local authorities ; nor would any 
<mo of them think it worth his while to interpose, if he Baw 
4he Toofii of the houses of a whole village moving off on ths 
hmia of his followers to has camp; or a fine crop of Bugac 
««ne, wheat or vegetables, cut down, for fodder, by them, before 
hilt face. It is the fashion of the country, and the govonunent 
acquieecra in it. 

Among the people no man feels mortified, or apppehcnda that 
be shall stand the worse in the estimation of the govemment 
or ita officers, for being c^ed and proved to bo a robiwT. It 
21,2 
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is the trade of every couBiderable landholder in the country 
occasionally ; and that of a great many of them perpetually ; 
the murder of men, women and children, generally attends their 
depredations. A few days ago, when requested by the king, to 
apply to officers commanding stations, and magistrates of bor- 
dering districts, for aid in the arrest of some of the most 
atrocious of these rebels and robbers, I told His Majesty, that 
out of consideration for the poor people who suffered, I had 
made a requisition for that aid, for the arrest of three of the 
worst of them; but that I could make no further requisition 
until he did something to remove the impression now universal 
over Oude, that those who protected their peasantry, managed 
their estates well, obeyed the government in all things, and paid 
the revenue punctually, were sure to be oppressed, and, ulti- 
mately ruined, by the government and its officers, while thoeo 
who did the reverse in all these things, were equally sure to 
be favored and courted. 

As an instance, I mentioned Gholam Huzrut, who never paid 
his revenues — oppressed his peasantry — ^murdered his neighbours, and 
robbed them of their estates — ^attacked and plundered the towns 
around with his large band of robbers, and kept the country 
in a perpetual state of disorder; yet, when seized and sent in 
a prisoner to Lucknow, by Captain Bunbury, he managed to 
bribe courtiers, and get orders sent out to the local authorities^ 
to have his son kept in possession of all his ill-gotten lands, 
and favored and protected in all possible wajrs. I knew that 
such orders had been obtained by bribery; and the minister 
told me, that he had ordered nothing more than that the son 
fihould have the little land which had been held of old by the 
family, and should be required to give up all that he had usurp- 
ed. I showed him a copy of the order issued by his cpnfiden- 
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tial servant, Abid AUee, to all commanders of troops in tlie dis- 
trict, which had been obtained for me for the occasion 'of the 
minister's visit to my camp ; and he seemed much ashamed to 
-see, that his subordinates should so abuse the confidence he 
placed on them. The order was as fdllows: — 

** To the officers commanding fhe Forces, in the districts of Sid* 

hore, N'awdbgv/nge, Dewa, Sfc. 
^ Bt order of thb Minister. — ^The long's chupressieB hare been sent to 
*** Pfen, to inyite in Bhikaree, the son of Gholam Huzrat; and you all are 
** informed^ that the said Bhikaree is to be honored and cherished by the fk- 
"*' Tor of the king; and if any of yon should presume to 'prevent his -coming 
"' in« or molest him in the possession -of any of the lands he holds, you will 
incur the severe dii^leasure of His Majesly — ^you are, on no account, to 
molest or annoy him in any way connected with his affairs. 

" (Signed) Abid Allbb." 

The thing necessary in Oude, is ^ system and a machinery, 
that shall inspire all with a feeling, — ^first, of security in their 
tenure in office, so long as the duties of it are performed ably 
and honestly, — second, in their tenure in their lands assessed at 
moderate rates, as long as the rents and revenues, so assessed, 
iure fuUy and punctually paid, and the duties of the holders to- 
wards the government^ their tenants, and the public, are faith- 
fully discharged, — third, in the safety of life, person and proper- 
ty, on the roads, and in the towns^ villages and hamlets, scat- 
tered over the country. This good ean never be effected with 
the present system and machinery, whatever be the ability and 
diligence of the king, the minister, and the Sesident — ^be they 
of the highest possible order, the good they can effect must 
be small and temporary — ^there can be, under such a system* 
no stability in any rule — ^no feeling of security in any person 
or thing! 

A tribunal^ formed under the guarantee of the British Gov- 
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ornment, plight, possibly — ^first, form a settlement of the IadA 
revenue of the whole country, and effectually enforce, from all 
parties, the fulfillment of the conditions it imposed — second, d^ 
cide, finally, upon all charges against public officers — ^protect tbe 
able and honest, and punish all those who neglect their datierf^ 
or abuse their authority — third, reform the military force in aU 
its branches — ^give it the greatest possible efficiency, compatible 
with the outlay — concentrate it at five or six stations, and pro- 
tect the people of the country from its rapacity — ^fourth, raiaa 
and form a police, distinct altogether from this military fores, 
and efficient for all the duties required from it — fifth, create and 
maintain judicial courts, to which all classes might look up wiili 
confidence and respect. But to effect all this it would require 
to transfer, at least, twenty-five lakhs of rupees a year, from the 
pockets of official absorbants and Court favorities, to those of 
efficient public officers; and, finally, to set aside the present 
king, minister, and commander-in-chief, and take all the eze« 
cutive upon itself. 

The expenditure is now about twenty lakhs of rupees a year, 
above the income, and the excess is paid out of the reserved 
Treasury. This reserved Treasury waa first established by Saadat 
Allee Khan, in A. D. 1801, when he had serious thoughts of 
resigning the government of his country into the hands of the 
Honourable Company, and retiring into private life. Up to thia 
time he used to drink hard, and to indulge in other pleaaurefi 
which tended to unfit him for the cares and duties of sovereign* 
ty; but in 1801, he made a solemn vow at the shrine of 
Huzrut Abbas, at Lucknow, to cease from all such indulgences^ 
and devote all his time and attention to his public duties. Thia 
vow he kept, and no sovereign of Oude has ever conducted the 
government with so much ability as he did, for the remaining 
fourteen years of hia life. On his death; which took place oa 
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the 12th of July, 1834, he loft, in thU reserred Treasnry, tho 
sum of fourteen crorea of rupess, or fourteen million eterling, 
with all hiB estubiifihmente paid up, and all hia just debts liqui- 
dated. AVten he ascended tho mueniid on the 2lHt January, 
1798, he found nothing in tho Treasury, and the public estab- 
liehmenta all much in anears. 

Out of this reaerred Treasure, the sahaat or twa and half per et. 
ia every year paid to tho mojtahid, for diBtribntion among tho 
poor of the Sheea sect, at Lucknow. I^o person of the Sonneo 
sect is permitted to partake of thia charity. Syuda or Une^ 
descendants of the prophet are not permitted to take any part 
of this charity, except for the bona fide payment of debt duo. 
The mojtahid is, at the same time, the high priest, and the 
highest judicial functionary in ths State. Being a Sj-ud, neither 
hfl nor any member of hia family can legally take any part of 
tiua charity for themselves, except for the bona fide purpose of 
paying debts ; but they get orer the difficulty by borrowing large 
sums beftne the money is given out, and appropriate the great- 
er part of the money to the liquidation of these debts, though 
they all hold large sums ia our Government securities. To hia 
Mends at Court he sends a large ehaie, with a request, that 
they will do Imn the favor to undertake the distribution among 
the poop of their neighbourhood. To prevent popular clamour, a 
■mall portion of the money given ont, is actually diatribnted 
smong the poor of the Sheea sect at Lucknow; but that por- 
tion is always smalL 

Saadut Allee's son and bucccbsot, Ghozee-od Deen Hjdcr, spent 
four ciores out of the reserved Treaaury, over and above the 
ivhole incomo of the State, and when ho died, on the 20th of 
October, 1927, he left t«n croro of rupees in that Treasury, 
His son and aaccessop, Kuaaecc-od Deen Hyder, speat nine crorea 
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and thirty lakhs ; and when he died on the 7th of Jvlj IBVI, 
he left only seyenty lakhs in the reserved Treasury. His sue* 
cesser, Mahommed Allee Shah, died on the 16th of May, 1842, 
leaving, in the reserved Treasury, thirty-five lakhs of nq^ees, one 
hundred and twenty-four thousand gold-mohurs, and twenty-four 
lakhs in our G-ovemment securities — total, seventy-eight lakhs and 
oighty-four thousand rupees. His son and successor, Amjud Alle^ 
Shah, died on the Idth of February, 1847, leaving, in the reserr- 
ed Treasury, ninety-two lakhs of rupees, one hundred and twen- 
ty-four thousand gold-mohurs, and twenty-four lakhs in our Gk>venin 
ment securities. — total, one crore and thirty-six lakhs. His son and 
successor. His present Majesty, Wajid Allee Shfih, is spending, 
out of this reserved Treasury, over and above the whole income 
of the country, above twenty lakhs of rupees a year, and the 
Treasury must soon become exhausted. His public establishments, 
and the stipendiary members of the royal fSEonily are, at the 
same time, kept greatly in arrears.* 

* November 30, 1851. — ^The gold-mohim have been all melted dowD, and 
the pnmuMoiy notes of our Goremment aD, save four lakhs, given awmj; 
and of the rupees, I beUere, only three lakhs remain; so that the ics e ned 
Treasury must be entirely exhausted before the end of 1851; whfle the estab- 
lishments and stipendiary members of the royal fiunily are in arrears for fiom 
one to three years. Fifty lakhs of rapees would hardly suffice to pay off 
these anears. The troops, on detached dnty, in the ^rorinoes with local offi- 
cers, are not so mnch in arrears, as those in and abont the CapitaL They 
are paid out of the rerennes as they are oolleected, and their receipts 
sent in to the TVeasnry. For some good or pleasing sendees renderad by him 
to the minister, this year, in the trial of offenders, whom that miwiaf ^ wish- 
ed to screen, three lakhs of rapees have been paid to the mojtahid as tukmut 
for distribution to the poor. This has all been appropriated by tiie iwijtahid, 
the minister, and Court fiiyorites. 

The stste like indiTiduals, is bound to pay this zukaat only when it is free 
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January 13, 1850. — Bussoolabad, twelve miles, oyer a countrj 
)>etter peopled and cultivated than usual, where the soil admits 
•of tillage. There is a good deal that requires drainage, and still 
jnore that is too poor to be tilled without great labour and 
•outlay in irrigation, manure, ibc. The villages are, however, much 
Clearer to each other, than in any other part of the country 
that we have passed over; and the lands, close around every 
^village, are well cultivated The landholders and cultivators told 
4ne, that the heavy rain we have had, has done a vast deal of 
;good to the crops ; and, as it has been followed by a clear sky 
•and fine westerly wind, they have no fear of the blight, which 
.might have followed, had the sky continued cloudy, and the winds 
easterly. Certainly nothing could look better than the crops of 
^ kinds do now, and the people are busily engaged in ploughii 
ing the land for sugar cane, and for the autumn crops of next 
season. 

I had some talk ivith the head zumeendar of Naraenpoor, about 
dnid«way. He is of the Ditchit family of Bajpoots, who abound 
on the district we have now entered. We passed over the boun- 
^dary of Byswara about three miles from our last encampment, 
and beyond that district there are but few Bajpoots of the Bys 
t;lan. These Ditchits give their daughters in mairiage to the 
Bys Eajpoots, but cannot get any of theirs in return. Chinga 
Sing, tlie zumeendar, with whom I was talking, told me, that 
l)oth the Ditchits and Byses put their infant daughters to death ; 



from debts of all kinds. The present king's father was free from debt, and 
*bad his establishments always paid np; and he always paid this charity punc- 
tually. The present king is not bound to pay it, but the high priest, minis- 
ter, and Court favourites are too deeply interested in its payment, to permit 
its discontinuance; and the king, like a mere child in their hands, acquiesces 
in all they propose. The zukaat has, in consequence, increased, as the Trea- 

;sury lias become exhausted. 
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and that the practice prevailed, more or less, in all ftmiliea of 
these and, he believed, all other clans of Eajpoots in Oade, save 
the Sengers.* I asked him whether it prevailed in his own 
family, and he told me that it did, more or less, as in all others. 
I bid him leave me, as I could not hold converse with a person 
guilty of such atrocities; and told him, that they would be all 
punished for them in the next world, if not, in this. 

Sajah Bukhtawar Sing, who was on his horse beside my ele- 
phant, said, — " They are all punished in this world ; and will, 

* no doubt, be punished still more in the next — scarcely any of 

* the heads of these landed aristocracy are the legitimate sons of 

* their predecessors — ^they are all adopted, or bom of women of 
' inferior grade — ^the heads of families who commit or tolerate 
' such atrocities, become leprous, blind, deaf or dumb, or are 

* carried off in early life, by some terrible disease-hardly any 
' of them attain a good old age — nor can they boast of an un- 
' tainted line of ancestors like other men — if they get scms they 

* commonly die young. They unite themselves to women of in- 

* ferior castes for want of daughters in families of their own 
' ranks; and there is hardly a family among these proud Baj- 
' poots, unstained by such connexioAs.t Even the reptile jPaunet 

* The Sengen are almost the only class of Rajpoots in Bandelknnd, and Bog- 
hilcund, Rewa, and the Saugor territories^ who used to put their female infimtt 
to death; and here, in Oude, they are almost the only class who do not. 

t A great number of girls are purchased and stolen £rom our territories, 
brought into Oude, and sold to Rajpoot families, as wives for their sons, on 
the assurance, that they are of the same or higher caste, and that their pa- 
rents have been induced to part with them from poverty. A great many of 
our native officers and sipahees, who marry, while home on furlough, and are 
pressed for time, get such wives. Some of their neighbours are always bribed 
by the traders in such girls, to pledge themselves for the purity of tiieir 
blood. If they ever find ouf the imposition, they say nothing about it. 
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* become Eajpoott by giTing their dflughterB to Powsrs and 
" other Eajpoot fiimOieB, when, by robbery and murder, they 
"" have acquired wealth and landed property- The sister of Quoga 
" Buksh, of Kasimgunga, was married to the Bajah of litondeea, 
" a Powor Qajpoot, la Mahona; and the present Bajah — Jode 
" Sing — is her son. Grunga Bukah is a Pausee, but the family 
-*■ call themselvea Bawata, and are considered to be Sajpoota, 
"' since they have acquired landed posacssions, by the murder and 
" rain of the old proprietora — they ail delight in murder and 
" rapine — the curao of God la upon them, sir, for the murder 
" of their own innocent children ! 

" When I waa sent out to inquire into the coae of Brigadier 
*' Webber, who had been attacked and robbed, white travelling 
*' in hia Falkee, with relays of bearers, from Luchnow to Seeta- 
'*' poor, I entered a faouae to make some enquiries, and found 
*' the mUtress weeping. I atiked the cAuSe, ftud she told me, 
** that she had had four children, aoA lost all — that three of them 
" were girls, who had been put to death in infancy, and the 
*' last was a fine boy, who had just died! I told her, that this 
" woB a juat punishment from God for the iniquities of her 
*' family, and that X would neither wash my bands nor drink 
" water under her roof. I never do under the roof of wy fa> 
*' mily in which anch a cruel practice prevails. These Bajpoota 
" are all a bad set sir. When men murder their own children, 
'* how can they scruple to murder other people. The curse of 
<Jod is upon them, sir. 

" In the district of Byswara," he continued " tluough which 
*' wo have just passed, you will ^d, at least, fifty thousand men 
*' armed to fight against each other, or their government and its 
" officers, — in such a space, under the Honourable Company's 
" dominion, yon would not find one thousand armed men of the 
.' same clasa. Why is this, but because you do not allow Buch 
2m2 
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" crimes to be perpetrated. Why do you go on acquiring domi- 
** nion over one country after another with your handful of 
European troops, and small force of native sipaheea, but be- 
cause Otoi sees that your rule is just, and that you have an 
** earnest desire to benefit the people, and improye the countriea 
" you take." 

He told me, that he had charge of the cattle under Saadut 
Allee Khan, when Lord Lake took the field at the first siege 
of Bhurtpoor. That his master lent His Lordship five hundred 
elephants, eight thousand artillery bullocks, and five hundred 
horses — ^that two hundred and fifty of the elephants returned, 
but whether any of the bullocks and horsee came back or not 
he could not say. The country, we came over to-day, is well 
studded with groves and fine single trees, but the soil is gene- 
rally of the lighter doemuteea kind, which requires much labour 
and outlay in water and manure. The irrigation is all from wells 
and pools. Li the villages we came through, we saw but few of 
the sipahees of our army, home on furlough — they are chiefly 
from the Byswara and Bunoda districts. We found our tents 
pitched upon a high and dry spot, with a tight soil of day 
and sand. After the heavy rain we have had, it looked as if 
no shower had fallen upon it for an age. The mud walls of the 
houses we saw on the road were naked as usual. The rapacity 
of the king's troops is, every where, directly or indirectly, the 
cause of this ; and till they are better provided and disciplined^ 
the houses in the towns and villages, can never improve. 

The commandant, Imdad Hoseyn, of the Akberee or Telinga 
Regiment, on duty with the Amil of the Poorwa district, in 
which our camp was last pitched, followed me a few miles this 
morning, to beg, that I would try to prevail upon the Durbar 
to serve out clothing for his corps. He told me that the last 
riothing it got firom the government was on the occasion of 



BTARY «F A TOUR THROTJQH OVOE. 285 

Xord HaaiaBg's viait to Lucknow, some thirty-three jeara ago 
in 1817 — that many orders had been given, since that time, for 
new clothing, but there was always some one about Court, to 
counteract them from malice or selfishness — ^that his :&ther, Zakir 
Allee, commanded the -corps when it got the last clothing, and 
he succeeded him many years ago. The Telinga Begiments are 
provided with arms, accoutrements ^nd clothing, by goTcmment. 
The sipahees formerly got five rupees a month, but for only ten 
months in the year — they now get four rupees and three and 
half annas a m«nth, f(Hr all the twelve months. He is, he says, 
obliged to take a great many tufaraahies^ or men put in by 
persons of influence at Court, out of &vor, ot ior the purpose 
of sharing in their pay; «nd binder the deductions and other 
disadvantages, to which th^ are liable, he -could get no good 
men to enlist. The corps, in consequence, has a wretched ap- 
pearance; and, certainly, could not be made formidable to an 
enemy. The " Akbery" is one of the Tdinga 'Corps of Infantry, 
and was intended to be, in aU things, like those of Captains 
Barlow, Bunbury and Magness; but Imdad Hoseyn told me, 
that they had a certain weight at Court, which secured for their 
Segiments many advantages, necessary to make the corps efficient, 
while he had none — ^that they had occasional intercourse with 
the Besident, and were tdl at Court for some months in the 
year, to make friends, while he was adways detached. 

January 14, 1850. — Halted at Eussoolabad, for our second set 
of tents, which did not come up till night, when it was too 
late to send them on to our next ground. We have two sets 
of sleeping and dining tents — one to go on and the other to 
remain during the night; but only one set of offi<^ tents. They 
are struck in the afternoon, when the office duties of the day 
are over, and are ready by the time we reach our ground the 
next mormng. ^Qiis is the way in which all public functionaries 



286 



BIARY OF i 



HROtTGB onDB. 



march in Indiii. Almost all officers who have revenue chargea, 
inarch through the diatricta under their juriadiction, during th» 
cold seaaon, and so do many political officers, nho have control 
over more than one native principality. I have had charges th&t 
require Huch moving, ever since the year 1S22, or for aotna 
twenty-eight years ; and with the exception of two interrala of 
absence, on medical certificate, in 1B2G and 1836. I have been, 
every cold seoaon, moving in the way I deacribe. No Eesident, 
at the Court of Lucknow, ever before moved over the country 
as I am doing, to inquire into the condition of the peo- 
ple, the state of the country and character of the administra- 
tion ; nor would it be desirable for them to do so, unleaa train- 
ed to civil busineaa, and able and disposed to commune &eely 
v^th the people of all claaaea. The advantages would hardlj 
counterbalance the disadvantages. When I apologise to the pea- 
santry for the unavoidable treBpaBsea of my camp, they alwayi 
reply good humouredly, — " the loflscs we sxiil'er Irom them are 
" small and temporary, while the good we hope from your visit 
" are great and permanent." Would that I could rcalUe the 
hopes, to which my visit gives rise ! ! 

Janvary 15, 1850. — To Meeangunge, five miles, over a plain of 
good doomuteea soil, well studded with trees ; but much of tha 
land lies waste, and many of the villages and hamlets are unoc- 
cupied and in niios. We passed the boundary of the Bussoola- 
bad district, about two miles from our last ground, and crossed 
into that of Meeangunge, or Safcepoor. The Eusaoolahad district 
woe held in contract, for sotne years, by one of the greatest 
linavea in Oude, Bukah Alice, a dome by caste, whose rise to 
wealth and influence may he described as illustratire of the man- 
ners and ouBtoms of the Lucknow Court and government. This 
man and hia deputy, Munsab Allee, reduced a good deal of the 
land of the district to waste, and depopulated many of its villa- 



DIARY OP A TOUR THROUGH OUDE. ^87 

:ge8 and hamlets by over exactions ; and by an utter disregard 
of their engagements with the landholders and cultivators; and 
they were in league with many atrocious highway robbers, who 
plundered and murdered so many travellers along the high road, 
leading firom Lucknow to Gawnpoor, which runs through the 
district, that it was deemed unsafe to pass it except in strong 
bodies. When I took charge of nxy office in January last, they 
used to seize every good looking girl, or young woman, passing 
the roads with parents and husbands, who were too poor to 
purchase redress at Court, and make slaves or concubines of 
them ; and, feeling strong in the assurance of protection from 
the fiddlers in the palace, who are of the same caste, domes, 
Euksh Allee defied ail authority, and kept those girls imd 
women in his camp and house at Lucknow, while tbeir pa- 
Tents and husbands, for months and years, in yam, besought 
all who were likely to have the least infiuence or authority, to 
interpose for their release. Some of them csme 1k> me, soon 
^er I took charge ; and, having collected sufficient proof of theso 
atrocities, and of some robberies, which he had committed, or 
'Caused to be committed, along the high road, I insisted upon his 
being deprived of his charges and punished. He remained, for 
many months, concealed in the city, but was, at last, seized by 
some of the Frontier FoHce, under the guidance of an excellent 
officer, Lieutenant Weerton, the Superintendant. I had prevailed 
on the king to offer two thousand rupees for his apprehension, 
and the two thousand rupees were distributed among the cap- 
tors. The girls and young women were released, tiieir parents 
and husbands compensated for the sufferings they had endured, 
and many of the persons who had been robbed by him and his 
deputy, had the value of their lost property made good. Ghreat 
impediments were thrown in the way of all this by people of 
influence about Court; but they were ail surmounted by great 



I^S BIART OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDB. 

skill and energy on the part of Lieutenant Weston, and steadj 
perseverance <m mine; and Buksh AUee remained in jail, treat- 
ed as a common felon, till all was effected. All had, in appear- 
ance, been done bj the king's officers, but in reality by ours, 
under his Majesty's sanction ; for it was clear, that nothing 
would be done, unless we supervised and guided their proceed- 
ings. The district is now held, in contract, by a very respect- 
able man, Mahommed ITskaree, who has taken it for four years. 

The district of Safeepoor, in which we are now encamped, has 
been held, in contract for five years, by Budreenath, a merchant 
of Lucknow, who had given security for the former contractor. 
He could not fulfill his engagements to government, and the 
contract was made over to him as surety, on condition, that he 
paid the balance. He has held it ever since, while his younger 
brother, Kiddemath, has conducted their mercantile afiaira at 
Lucknow. Budreenath has always considered the affair as a mer- 
cantile speculation ; and thought of nothing but the amount he 
has to pay to government, and that which he can squeeze out 
of the landholders and cultivators. He is a bad manager — ^the 
lands are badly tilled, and the towns, villages and hamlets are 
scantily peopled, and most wretched in appearance. Near the 
border we passed one village, Mahommedpoor, entirely in ruins, 
After some search we found a solitary man of the Fausee tribe, 
who told us, that it had been held, for many generations, by 
the family of Bugonath, a Qouree Eajpoot, who paid for it at an 
uniform rate of six hundred rupees a year. About three yean 
ago, the contractor demanded from him an increased rate, which 
he could not pay. Being sorely pressed, he fled to the jungles, 
with the few of his clan that he could collect, and ordered all 
the cultivators to follow his fortunes. They were of a different 
olan — ^mostly Bagheelas — and declined the honor. Ho urged, that 
if they followed him for a season or two, the village would be 
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loft tmtilled, and yield nothing to tho cantractor, vho vould bo 
constrained to rcstoro him to poaseasion at the rate which hiB 
aoeestors bad |)iud — ^tbat bis iamily had nothing cUe to depend 
upon, and if they did not desert the land, and take to the 
Jungles and plunder with him, be must, of nflcessity, plunder 
thBta. Tbey ha.d never done bo, and would not do so now. He 
sttacked sad plundered the village three times, killed throe men, 
and (kove all the rest to seek shelter and employmeat in otbu 
TiU^es aronnd. Not a bouI but himself, our informant, was left, 
and the lands lay waetc. Koggnath Sing rented a little land in 
the village of Gouroc, many miles off, and ia another district^ 
•tin determined to allow no man but himself to hold tho villogo 
«r restore its tillage and population. This, sold the Fausee, la 
the Msage of the country, and the only way in which a laud- 
liolder oan honestly or effectually dofend hunself against the con- 
'traetor, who would never regard his rights, unless he saw ihat 
tie was prepared to defend them in this way, and determined t» 
inrolve all under him in hia own ruin— depopulate his estate, 
and lay waste hie lauds. 

Ueean Almas, after whom this place, Meeangunge, tokoa his 
name, was an eunuch. lie had a brother, Bahmut, after whom 
the town of Bahmutgunge, which we passed some days ago, took 
ite name. Meean Almas was the greatest and beet man of tttry 
note that Oudc has produced. He held for about forty years, 
this and other districts, yielding to the Oude government an 
nnTiv«.l revenuo of about eighty lakhs of rupees a year- During 
idl this time he kept tho pooplo secure ia life and property, 
and aa happy as people in such a state of society con hoj and 
the whole country, under his charge, was, during his life time, 
• garden. He lired here in a stylo of great magnificence, and 
I often visited by hia eoTeceigii, who uaed, (wcAaionAUy, to 
X2 
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spend a month at a time with him at Meeangunge. A great 
portion of the lands, held by him, were among those made over 
to the British Government, on the division of the Oude territo- 
ty, by the treaty of 1801, concluded between Saadut Allee Khan, 
and the then Oovemor General, Lord Welledy. The country was 
then divided into equal shares, according to the rent roll at the 
time. The half made over to the British Government has been, 
ever since, yielding more and more revenue to us, while that 
retained by the sovereign of Oude, has been yielding less and 
less to him ; and ours now yields, in land revenue, stamp duty 
and the tax on spirits, two crore and twelve lakhs a year, whfle 
the reserved half now yields to Oude, only about one crore, or 
ene crore and ten lakhs. When the cession took place, each 
half was estimated at one crore and thirty three lakhs. Under 
good management the Oude share might, in a few yearSy be 
made equal to ours, and, perhaps, better, for the greater part of 
the lands, in our share, have been a good deal impoverished by 
over-cropping, while those of the Oude share have been im- 
proved by long fallows. Lands of the same natural quality in 
Oude, under good tillage, now pay a much higher rate of rent 
than they do in our half of the estate. 

Almas Allee Khan, at the close of his life, was supposed to 
have accumulated immense wealth ; but when he died he was 
found to have nothing, to the great mortification of his sovereign^ 
who seized upon all. Large sums of money had been lent by 
him to the European merchants at Lucknow, as well as to na- 
tive merchants all over the country. When he found his end 
approaching, he called for all their bonds and destroyed them. 
Mr. Ousely and Mr. Paul were said to have, at that time, owed 
to him more than three lakhs of rupees each. His immense income 
he had expended in useful works, liberal hospitality and charity. 



DIARY OF A TOUR THROrcn OUDE. 291 

He BystcmaticttUy kept iu citeck the TallookJars, or great lirnd- 
iiolders ; fostered tlie smollor, and enoourogod and protected th« 
Itetter cbuBOB of ctiltivat^ffB, such as I^dhiee, Koormiea tmi Kmt- 
«hieB, whom ho called aud considered his cliildren. Hia reign 
<i»er the large extent of coimtiy under his juriadiction, ia conai- 
^red to have been ite goldon age. Many of the dialxicts, which 
lie held, were among those transferred to the British Grovern- 
■nent;, by the treaty of 1801 ; and they were estimated at the 
'fovenue which he had paid for them to the Oude gCFvamment. 
l^iia w«a much less than miy other aerrant of the Ouda go?^ 
«rnmeat would have been made to pay tor them, and thia ao- 
«otinte, in Bome measure, for the now increased rate they yield 
%0 us. Others pledged themaetveB to pay rotes which they never 
(did vr conld psy, and ihe nominal rates, in the sccounts, were 
«lwayB greater than the real Fates. He never pledged himself 
4o pay higher ratee than be could aud reoUy did pay. 

Kow the TailooUdars licep the country in it perpetual state of 
^istuibiHice, and render life, property and industry, ovoiy where 
■inaeoure. Whenever they quarrel with each other, or with the 
iocal anthoritdcs of the gorommant, from whatever cause, th&y 
-take to iadiacriimnate plunder and murder — over all lands not 
held hy men c£ the same class — no road, town, village, or 
lumilet, is secure &am their merciless attacks — robbery and mur- 
der become their diversion — thdr sport — and they think no more 
■of taking the lives of men, women and children, who never of- 
fended them, than those of doer or wild hogs. They not only 
rob and murder but seize, confine and torture all whom they 
eeize, and suppose to have money or credit, til] they mnBom 
themselves with all they have or can beg or borrow. Hardly a 
^y has passed mnee I left Lucknow, in which I haTO not had 
abundant proof of numerous atrocitieB of this kind canHuitted by 
2ir2 
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landholdew, within tlie district through which I was passiilg, yfeaf 
by year, up to the present day^ The same system is followed 
by landholders of smaller degrees and of this military dnss-^ 
some holders of single villages or co^sharers in a Tillage. This 
class comprises Bajpoots of all denominations, Musidmans and 
Pausies. Where one co>sha2^er, in a village, quarrels with another, 
or with the government authorities, on whatever subject, he de« 
clares himself in a etate qf war^ and adopts the same ^stem 
of indiscriminate plunder and reckless murder. He first robs the 
house, and murders all he can of the family of the co-sharer, 
with whom he has quarrelled, or whose tenement he wishes to 
seize upon ; and then gets together all he can of the loose 
characters aroirnd, employs them in indiscriminate plunder^ and 
subsists them upon the booty, without the slightest apprehension^ 
that he shall thereby stand less high in the estimation of his 
neighbours, or that of the officers of government) on the con- 
trary, he expects, when his pastime is over, to be, at least more 
feared and courted ; and more secure in the possession of in- 
creased lands, held at lower rates. All this terrible state of dis- 
order arises from the government not keeping faith with its 
subjects, and not making them keep faith with each other. I, 
one day, asked Bajah Hunmunt Sing, how it was, that mea 
guilty of such crimes, were tolerated in society, and he answer- 
ed by quoting the following Hindee couplet. " Men reverence 
*^ the man whose heart is wicked, as they adore and make o& 
'* fevings to the evil planet, while they let the good pass uA" 
** noticed, or with a simple salute of courtesy."* 



* Thete is another Hindee Terse to the same effect. " Man dreada a crooked 
" thing— tho demon Rahoo dares not seize the moon tiU he sees her fntf.*' 
They consider the ecHpse to be caused by the demon Rahoo seizing the not t 
in his mouths 
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The contractor for this district, Budreenath, came to call la 
the afternoon, though he is suffering much from disease. H© 
bears a good character with the government, because he con- 
trives to pay its demand; but a very bad one among the people^ 
from whom he extorts the means. He does not Adhere to hia 
^engagements wii^ the landholders and eultivaton, but ^xacta, 
when the crops are ripe, ^ higher rate than they had engaged 
to pay at the eommenoem^it of tillage; aod the people suffer 
not only from what he takes over and above what is due, but 
from the depredations of those whom such proceedings drive into 
rebellion. Against such persons he is too weak to protect them^ 
And as soon as the rebels show, that they can reduce his in- 
>come by plundering and miirdering the peasai^ry, and all who 
have propeity in the towns and villages, lie reestablishes them 
on theit lands on i^ir own terns. He had, lately, howevet, 
by great good hick, tseized two vwy atrocious characters of this 
description, 'who had plundered and burnt down several villager, 
iand murdered some of their inhabitants; and, as he knew that 
they would be released on the first occasion of thanksgiving 
ftt Lucknoiw — hsiviag the meaais to bribe Court &voritee — he beg- 
ged my permissioil to make them over to Lieutenaxit Weston, 
^uperintendant of the Frontier Police, as robbers by profession. 
''' If they come back, sir, they will mujrder all who have aided 
** in theiJt capture, or given evidence against them^ and no village 
*' or road will be safe." 

Some shop-keepers in tlbe town colnphuhed, that the contractor 
was in the habit of forcing them to stand sureties, fo)> the ful- 
filment, on the part of landholders, of any engagements they 
might make, to pay him certain suins, ot to miake over to hitn 
certain land produce at the harvest. This, they said, often in- 
volved them in heavy losses, as the landholders frequently could 
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not, or would not, do either when the time came, and they were 
made to pay. This is a frequent practice throughout Oude. 
^hop-keepers and merchants who have property, are often txtm* 
peUedy hj the contractors and other local officers, to give Buch 
aecurity, fnr bad or doubtful paymasters, with whom ihey may 
happen to hafre had dealings or intercourse, and by thia 
means ro^cd of all tiiey have. All manner of means aie sesort- 
ed to to compel themr-4hey and their fiunilies axe seized and 
confined, and ^harshly or disgracefully treated, till they consent 
to sign the security bonds. The plea, that the bonds had been 
forced from them, would not avail in any tribunal to whidi 
tiiey might appeal — ^it would be urged against them, that the 
money was for the State; and this would be considered as quite 
sufficient to justify the goyemment officer who had robbed them. 
The brief history, which I propose to give of Buksh Allee^ the 
late contractor for the Bussoolabad district, is as follows* 

Mokuddera Ouleea, one of the consorts of the king, Nuseer^id 
Deen Hyder, was the daughter of Mr. George Hopkins Walters, 
a half pay officer of one of the Eegiments of British Dragoons, 
who came to Lucknow as an adventurer. He there united him- 
self (though not in marriage) to the widow of Mr. Whearty, an 
Jlnglish merchant, or shop-keeper of that city, who had recently 
died, <lMmng this widow, who was the daughter of Mr. Culloden, 
an £nglidh merchant of Lucknow, and one son, now called 
Ameer Mirza, and one daughter, now called Shurf-on Nissa. By 
Mr. Walters this widow had one daughter, who, afterwards, be- 
came united to the king, in marriage, (in 1827,) under the 
title of 'VMokuddera Ouleea." Mr. Walters died at Luck- 
now, and the widow and two daughters went to reside at Cawn- 
poor. The daughters were good looking, and the mother was 
disposed to iSiake the most of their charms, without regard to 
creed or color. 
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Bnkeh Allcp, a dome by cast, wlio had been, by profession, 
a drummor to a party of dancing girU, served tliem as a coaclip 
anEm and table attendant. At Cawnpoor he coh&bited with Mrs. 
Walters, and prevailed upon her to take her children bock to 
Lucknow, flB the best poesible market for them, as he had friends 
«t Court, who would be able ta bring them to the notice of 
the aoverei^. They were shown to the king as Boon as he 
succeeded hia bther on the throne in 1S27. He was captivated 
■with the channa of Miaa Waltere — though they were not great — 
'demanded her hand from the mother, and was, Boon after, united 
to her in jnarriage, according to the mahommedan law. A suita- 
ble eatablisbment was provided by the king for her mother, father- 
in-law, brother and sister ; and, as His Majesty considered that 
the manner in which Buksh AJlee and her mother bad hitherto 
lived together, was imsuitable to the connection which now sub- 
sisted between tbem, ho caused thorn to be mairied in due form, 
according to the mahominedan law. The mother and her three 
children oow ctmngcd their creed for that of ialamiBm, and took 
mahonunedan aamcs. 

By a deed of engagement with the British Government, bear- 
ing date the 1st of March, 1829, the king contributed to the 
£ve per cent loan the sum of sixty-two lakha and forty thou- ' 
sand rupees, the interest of which, at five per cent, our QoTen> 

1. Hulika Zuouuwe 1 0,000 ] ^e^* Pledged itself to pay to the 

2. Taj Mahal, 0,000 four females, named in the margin. 

3. Mokuddaia Onleoo, G.OOO ' These pensions were to descend, 

4. Zeonnt - on NiiaB, tho in perpetuity, to their heirs, if they 
a»nghter of Mulika ZonmODe, 4,OOoJ i^fl. ^y_ ^j jf q,^^ i^ft none, 
they were to have the power to hcqueath them, by will, to 
whomsoever and for what purposes soever they chose, tho British 
GoTemment reserving to itself the power to pay to the heirs 
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the principal, from which the pensioiiB arose, instead of eotiti^ 
nuing the pensions. 

The king died in 3vlj^ 1837, and Mokuddetn Otdeea went to 
reside neftr her mo1;her and Buksh Allee, taking with her great 
wealth in jewels and other things, which she had accotnulated 
during the king's life time* Her sister, Ashrof, aliUS) Shurf-on 
Niasa, resided in the same house with her toother and Buksh 
Allee. Mokuddeta Ouleea had, from the time she became estrange 
ed from her husband, the king, led a yerj profligate life, and 
she continued to do the same in her widowhood* On the 14tfa 
of September, 1839, the mother died; and the sister, Shnrf-on 
Nissa, supplied her place, as the wife or concubine of Buksh 
Allee. 

Mokuddera Oulee became pregnant, and on the 9th of Norr., 
1840, she was taken yery ill from sotoe violent attempt to pn^ 
duce abortion. She continued insensible and speechless till tiie 
evening of the 12th of that month when she expired. The house, 
which Buksh AUee occupied at that time, is within the Bed- 
dencj compound, and had been purchased by Mr^ John CullodeBg 
the father of Mrs. Walters, from Mr« George Prendergast, on 
the 22d of February, 1802. Mr Frendergast purchased the housed 
from Mr. S. M. Taylor, an English merchant at Lucknow, who ob- 
taitMKi it from the Nawab Assuf-od Dowlah, as a residence. The 
Nawftb, forwards, on the 6th of January, 1797, gave him, through 
the Eesident, Mr. J. Lumsden, permission to sell it to Mr. Pren- 
dergast. The remains of Mokuddera Ouleea were interred within 
the compound of that house, near those of her mother, tiiough 
the king, Mahommed Allee Shah, wished to have them buried 
by the side of those of her husband, the late king. The house 
is still occupied by Shurf-on Nissa, who succeeded to her sister'a 
pensicm and property, under the sanction of the British Gbvem- 
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ment, and has built, or completed within the endostirei ft hand- 
some mosque and mausoleum. 

On the death of Mr. Walters, Mrs. Whearfcy made application, 
through the house of Colvin and Co., for the arrears of pen- 
sion, or half pay, due to him up to the time of his death, and 
for some provision for herself as his widow ; but she was told, 
that unless she could produce the usual certificate or proof of 
her marriage with him, she could get neither. No proo^ what- 
^yer, of the marriage was forthcoming, and the claim was pro- 
secuted no fiirther. Shurf-on Nissa and her brother and his son 
<x)ntinued to live with Buksh AUee, wbo, upon the wealth and 
pension left by Mokuddora Ouleea to her sister, kept up splen- 
^d establishments both at Lucknow and Cawnpoor. 

At the latter place he associated, (m. terms of great intimacy, 
with the European gentlemen, and is said to have received visits 
£rom the Major-General commanding the Division, and his lady. 
With the aid of his wealth, and the influence of his brother 
glomes, (the singers and fiddlers who surround the throne of His 
present Majesty,) Buksh Allee secured and held, for some years, 
the charge of this fertile and populous district of Bussoolabad, 
through which passes the road from Lucknow to Cawnpoor, where, 
as I have already stated, he kept up bands of myrmidons^ to 
rob and murder travellers, and commit all kinds of atrocities. 
This road became, in consequence, the most unsafe of all the 
roads in Oude, and hardly a day passed in which murders and 
robberies were not peipetrated upon it. Proof of his participa- 
tion, in these atrocities, having been collected, Buksh Allee was, 
in October, 1849, seized, by order of the Besident, tried before 
the king's Courts, convicted and sentenced to imprisonment, and 
ordered to restore or make good the property which he was 
proved to have taken, or caused to be taken, from travellers. 

His house had become filled with girls of ^ ageS| wbom ho 

o2 
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Ter month, 

1. Buksh AUee, Es. 1000 

2. Allee Hoseyn, 75 

3. Sooraj Bhan, 40 

4. Syad Hoseyn, 30 

5. Sheik Hingun, 20 



6. MirzB Allee, 

7. Ram Deen, 

8. Meea Sultan, 

9. Sudharee, 

10. Imam Buksh, 

11. Ala Rukbee, 10 

12. Sadoo Begum, 20 

13. Akbar, 15 

14. Mahdee Begum 30 



30 
12 
15 
10 
3 



had taken from poor parents, as they passed over this road, and 
converted into slaves for his seraglio. They were all restored to 
their parents, with suitable compensation; and the Cawnpoor road 
has become the most safe as well as the best road in Oude. 

On the death of Mokuddera Ouleea, a will was sent to the 
[Resident by her sister, who declared that it had been under her 
sister's pillow for a year, and that she had taken it out on 
finding her end approaching, and made it over to her, declaring 

it to contain her last wishes. By 

this document pensions were be- 
queathed to the persons noted in the 
margin, out of one-third, and the 
other two-thirds were bequeathed td 
her sister and brother. In submit- 
ting this document to Gk)yemment, 

» 

the Besident declared, that he be- 
lieved it to be a forgery; and, in 
reply, he was instructed to ascertain 
whether the persons named in the 
document, had any objections to con- 
sider Shurf-on Nissa sole heir to her 

sister's property and pension — should 
they have none to urge, he was directed to consider her as sole 
heir, and the pretended will as of no avail. They all agreed to 
consider her as sole heir; and the Besident was directed to make 
over to her the property, and pay to her the pension, or the 
principal from which it arose. The Besident considered the 
continuance of the pension as the best arrangement for tho 
present; and of this Gk)vemment approved. 

Shurf-on Nissa has no recognized children, and her brother 
and his reputed son are her sole heirS; so that no injury caa 
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arise to him Irom the omiasion, on tbe part of Oovemnent and 
the Hesident, of all meutioB of his right as co-Bharer in the in- 
iieritanc& Neither brother nor nstor had, really, any legal right, 
'whatever, to Bueceed to this pension, for Mokaddera Ouleea vaa 
an iUegitimate child, and had no legal heirs according to either 
English or mahommodaQ law, Tliis fact seems to have been con- 
cealed iiom the JRcsident, for he nerer mentioned it to Gorem- 
ment. It was the dread that this fact ^ould cause the ^hola 
pension to be sent to the Hhrmca in Turkiith iLrabia, that mads 
Ahem fot^e the "will. All readily consented to consider Sbnrf-oB 
Nissa the heir, ^hen they found that onr Oovemment bad no 
■dbjection to consider her as such. The king -Tnahed to have the 
money to lay out on bridges and roKda in Oude, and the Besi'- 
^ent advocated this wish ; hut our Gtovemmont, ignorant of the 
£u;t of the illigitiinacy of the deceased, and with the guaranteed 
tiequest of the late king before them, could not consoot to mj 
such arrangement. 

Government has long been strongly and jnstly opposed to all. 
auch guarantees, and the Besident was told, on the 14th Novr., 
1840, — " that the Goremor General in Council could not consent 
" to grant the absolute and unqualified pledge of protection, which 
" the king was BoUcitous of obtaining in favor of Ibur other 
" females; and directed to rtate to Hia Majesty, that althoDgh, 
*" in the instances ho had cited, such guarantees had certainly 
'" been afforded in former times, yet they were always given 
" either under tlie improBsion of an overriding necessity, or in 
" consequence of some acknowledged claim b, or prevujutdy existing 
" engagements, the force of which could not be avoided — that 
*' their esiatence had often operated practically in the most em- 
" barraseing manner, while it constituted a standing and perpeti^ 
■" al infringement of the rights of the government of Oude j and 
■« that Hie Lordship in Council was, consequently, decidedly op- 
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" posed to the continuance of a system so plainly at Tariance 
" with every just principle of policy." The objections of th|p 
British G-ovemment to such guarantees are stated in letters dat- 
ed 18th February, 28th March, 20th May, 3d October, and 19th 
December, 1839, md 11th May, 1848. 

In a despatch &om the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
dated 4th March, 1840, their just disapprobation of such guaran- 
tees is expressed; and reference is made to former strong ex- 
pressions of disapprobation. In their despatch of the 28th March, 
1843, the Honourable Court again express their disapprobation of 
such guarantees ; and refer to their letter of the 16th March, in 
which they gave positive orders, that no such engagement should 
ever be concluded without a previous reference to the Court. 
The argument, that the arrangement did not, in any particular 
•case, add to the number of guranteed persons, such persons being 
already under guarantee, did not, in the opinion of the Court, 
touch the stronger objection to such a measure, that of the im- 
propriety of our aiding, especially by the grant of peculiar pri- 
vileges, the appropriation of the resources of the State to the 
advantage of individuals. GDhe Court expresses a hope, that they 
shall never have occasion to notice any future violation of their 
orders as respects such engagements. 

January 16, 1850. — "We were to have gone, this morning, to 
Ouras, but were obliged to encamp at Burra, eight miles from 
Meeangunge, on the left bank of the Saee river, which had been 
too much increased by the late rains, to admit of our baggage 
and tents passing over immediately, on any thing but elephants. 
As we have but few of them, our tents were pitched on this 
side of the river, that our things might have the whole day 
before them, to pass over on carts and camels, as the river 
subsided. Ouras is three miles from our camp, and we are to pass 
through it and go on to Sundeela to-morrow. There is no bridge. 



N 
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tod boats are not procurable on this small river, wbich we 
have to cross and recross several times. 

The country from Meeangunge is scantily cultivated, but wdl 
studded with trees, and generally fertile under good tillage. The 
soil is the light doomuteea, but here and there very sandy and 
poor, running into what is called bhoor. The tillages and hamletg 
-which we could see are few and wretched. We have few native 
officers and sip^ees, in our army, from the districts we are now 
•in ; and, I am, in consequence, less oppressed with complaints 
from this dass of the Oude subjects. "We met, near our tents, 
« party of soldiers, belonging to Eajah GhaKb Jung, a person 
already mentioned, and, at present, Superintendant of Police, 
along the Cawnpoor road, escorting a band of thieves, who rob- 
bed Major Scott, some ten months ago, on his way, by dawk, 
from Lucknow, and an European merchant, two months ago, on 
his way, by dawk, from Cawnpoor to Lucknow. They had been 
seized in the Sundeela districts, and the greater part of the 
stolen property found in their houses. They are of the Fausie 
tribe, and told me, that thieving was their hereditary trade; 
«nd that they had long followed it on the Cawnpoor road with 
success. The landholder, who kept them upon his estate and 
4shared in their booty, was also seized; but made ov^ to the 
revenue contractor, who released him after a few day's imprison- 
inent, for a gratuity. Of these Pausies there are supposed to 
be about one hundred thousand families in Oude. They are em*" 
ployed as village watchmen; but, with few exceptions, are thieves 
and robbers by hereditary profession. Many of them adopt poi- 
eoning as a trade, and the numbers who did so were rapidly 
increasing, when Captain Hollinga, the Superintendent of the 
Oude Frontier Police, arrested a great many of them^ and pro- 
ceeded against them as Thugs by profession, under Act III, of 
1848. His measures have been succesefully followed up by Cap- 
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taia Weston, his sncceasor; and tins crime hm heem. fftadf 
diminbhed in Oude. It proyailB stilly howefer, mfctm mt lam, a 
all parts of India. 

These Puudes of Oude generally form the went part off tie 
gangs of refractory Tallookdars in their indiscxnBniie flmder. 
They iiae the bow and arrow expertly, and are aaid to be aUe 
to ^nd an arrow through a man at the distance off 
dred yards. There is no spedes of theft or tMktj 
they are not experienced and skillful; and th^ 
prosper in proportion as the disorders in the 
worikK They oerre any refiractory landholder, or 
gai^: robber» without wages, for the sake of the boolj to be 
ac4uired. 

Many of the sipahees of the Mobarick Fulton, oai ^ wU i lisd 

duty with the king's waked, in attendance upon me, wul^ tidi 

morning, amNsted> while taking off the choppers 

of villa^B along the road, and around my camp, 

foddor, in wliat they called the * u^ual froy." 

and rafters, and the whole of the straw were 

to my camp; and when seized the sipahees 

priMt'd, and askod me what they were to do, a 

I'oivod any pay for six months ; and the goyemmeaft cm s iae dy tiiat 

thoy would help thomselvos to straw and timber whenever they 

could most conveniently find it. All were fined; bei the hops 

to put a stop to this intolerable evil, under the 

iM a vain one. The evil has the acquiescence and 

of tlio govomment and its functionaries, of all kinds 

throughout the country. It is distressing to witiiesa, ef«rr daf, 

such mchmcholy proofs of how much is done that ought not ta 

be done, and how much that ought to be done is left ^n*Aff^^ 

in so fine a country. A want of sympathy or feDow ieeSii^ be- 

fvieen the govmiining and governed is ^■*«'*">«n m, a& 



DIARY OF A TOrrR THROUGH OTJB^. 303 

•India, bnt in no part that I have seen is it so marked as in 
Oude. The officers of the goTemment delight in plundering the 
peasantry; and upon every local governor, who kills a landhold- 
-er of any mark, rewards and honors are instantly bestowed 
without the slightest inquiry as to the cause or mode. They 
know that no inquiry will be made; and, therefore, kill them 
when they can, no matter how, or for what eause. The 
great landholders would kill the local governors with just as 
little scruple, did they not fear, that it might make the British 
Oovemment interpose, and aid in the pursuit after them. 

January 17, 1850. — Sundeela, about thirteen miles from our 
last camp, on the bank of the little river Saee, over a plain 
of good doomuteea soil, very fertile, and wdl cultivated in the 
neighbourhood of villages. The greater portion of the plain is, 
iiowever, uncultivated, though capable of the best tillage; and 
•shows more than the usual signs of maladministration. In this 
•district there are only three Tallookdars, and they do not rob 
or resist the government at present. They distrust the govern- 
ment authorities, however, and never have any personal inter- 
•course with them. The Waste is entirely owing to the bad char 
Tactor of the contractors, and the license given to the troops 
and establishments under them. The district is now held in 
mnanee tenure, and under the management of Hoseyn Buksh, 
who entered into his charge only six weeks v^. Ho is with^ 
out any experince in, or knowledge of, his duties. He has three 
Eegiments ^ Nujeebs, on duty, under him, and all who are 
present came out to meet me. Any thing more unlike floldiers 
it would be difficult to conceive. They are feared <mly by the 
honest and industrious. Wherever the Amil goes they go with 
him, and are a terrible scourge to the country — ^by far the 
worst that the country suffers under. 

ThQ first thing necessaiy to effect a vefbrm 10, to fom oat 
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of tbese disorderiT mi uades bodia s fnr #<^S>iii Seg^ 



ments, — do avav with the parTejince Erstem, en ^ ij e h . dxr are 
now proTided with foe], fiDdd^, curiage, ^c — psr tksm. HbenDj 
and pncctualhr — eappbr them with good cWhT"g^ sks. mKoatx^ 
Kesits iDd ammimiticai ; and eoccentzate dtai tf five or air 
points, in good cantcHunentBy whence ther can EOfe ^skkh- to 
anT part, where their feer^i ct a may be req;idred. So Bare than 
aie indi^penaaUr reqiizred, should attend die local 
their CTcszta. AH the rest ihonld lemaiii in 
called lor on cmersenrr; and when ao caDed 
hare aQ the eanTeriZsce they reqnirey and the K^^JG e a pnovided 
far than. The conTerance at fixed lafee^ wtai de sppfiea aft 





Hue coOectkHis theze dboizld be a wcBaan bocr t£ 

cp. and at the dspoGal of the leieiiu e and prrare anthrrima^ 

The BiEtarr ertaUahmcixtB dbccld le cader ^e ccsfircl e£ a 

clfe re c t acthczitv. Bet aQ diB wuojd be cf no siaiL amesa 

the corps were 'csder ah^ 

cf Court &rcffTtes: and imder a 

cecisood hit dctr. and had 

tbe tzocpis recpired to reoder them '^*' *■*, sui icC a cbild 

Scvcrai c£ the T-Zsses cf ^z^deeSa aze Le^ ^ Syad mmeen- 
wbo are peaioeahae asd irrTagrVcg slt^kss^ azii woee eene* 
bctsa- ^LCe i a e d ^az. ctLess. maFr t2ie irfmnngy ex Cbov- 
choe, S^ek Hb^izsx A7jfr, cf Sctofm, asL ai^xsJasxal capi- 
taikt aad ksd^acuder, w^ns. xo jgcu azus^Bj cc^ji c&mi wish 
mc^^asXT, C5i |ru^<g tzsae wai to aa£ 'anTTiTtiryEt a* ifgh and 
kw oegrcc br te n c: V g fcscsj Sx* t^tp? psKCsal pajmenc of 
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rapacious and disorderly troops; but in an evil hour he ven- 
tured to extend his protection a little further, and to save them 
from the oppressions of an unscrupulous contractor, he undertook 
to manage the district himself, and make good all the govern- 
ment demand upon it. He was unable to pay all that he had 
bound himself to pay. His brother was first seized by the 
troops and taken to Lucknow. He languished under the disci- 
pline to which he was there subjected ; and when, on the point 
of death, from what his friends call a broken hearty and the 
government authorities cholera morbus, he was released. He died 
immediately after his return home; and Hushmut Allee was 
then seized and taken to Lucknow, where he is now con- 
fined. The people here lament his absence as a great mis- 
fortune to the district, as he was the only one among them 
who ever had authority and influence, united with a fellow 
feeling for the people, and a disposition to promote their wel- 
fare and happiness. 

■ ■ ■ 

Hushmat Allee ia still in confinement, but under the troops at SimdeeU> 
and not at Lucknow. July 20, 1851. 
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